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Rajamahendravaram

EAST Godavari district 
Superintendent of 
Police D Narasimha 
Kishore has directed all 
concerned departments 
to prepare comprehensive 
action plans well in 
advance for the smooth 

conduct of Godavari 
Pushkarams-2027, with 
a focus on providing 
better transport facilities, 
foolproof security 
and efficient traffic 
management.

An inter-departmental 
coordination meeting 
was held at the district 
police office under the 
chairmanship of the SP, 
with officials from Railways, 
APSRTC, National 
Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI), Transport, 
Revenue, Tourism and 
Municipal departments. 
Representatives of 

the Chennai Unified 
Metropolitan Transport 
Authority (CUMTA) and 
Ernst & Young (EY) also 
participated.

The meeting discussed 
arrangements for the 
movement of pilgrims, 
transport facilities, crowd 
management at railway 
stations, traffic regulation, 
parking facilities and the 
uninterrupted supply of 
essential commodities 
during the Pushkarams.

The SP asked railway 
officials to examine the 
feasibility of providing 
separate entry and exit 

arrangements at the East 
and West railway stations 
in Rajamahendravaram 
and submit clear proposals 
based on ground-level 
conditions. He also 
suggested exploring special 
train services connecting 
Rajamahendravaram, 
Kovvur, Bhimavaram and 
other important places 
in a circuit-based system. 
Arrangements should 
also be made for pilgrims 
arriving by train and 
returning by bus. Special 
attention should be paid 
to crowd management at 
Godavari railway station 
and other major stations.

APSRTC officials were 
asked to study the best 
transport practices followed 
during major religious 
events such as Sabarimala 
and Kumbh Mela. They 
should prepare detailed 
plans covering bus routes 
to Pushkar Nagars, shuttle 
services, fleet requirements, 
timings and frequency. 
Bus schedules should be 
coordinated with train 
arrivals to prevent a 

sudden increase in vehicle 
movement within the city.

The SP instructed NHAI 
officials to monitor vehicle 
movement at all toll plazas 
through CCTV cameras 
and provide live traffic 
data to the command 
and control room. Proper 
signboards and advance 
announcements should be 
arranged at road cuttings 
and diversion points. 
Proposals should also cover 
adequate lighting, road 
widening, cranes, towing 
vehicles and emergency 
logistics near Pushkar 
Nagars. The Transport 
Department was asked to 
compile comprehensive 
data on two-wheelers, 
three-wheelers and four-
wheelers registered in 
Rajamahendravaram as well 
as vehicles registered across 
the State. 

The Revenue Department 
was directed to constitute 
micro-level joint teams 
comprising representatives 
of Revenue, Police, 
Endowments, Roads and 
Buildings and APSRTC 

within four days. These 
teams should conduct 
field inspections and 
submit reports on road 
conditions, parking areas, 
lighting, transport facilities 
and other infrastructure 
requirements.

A stations on the 
outskirts of the city to 
prevent congestion caused 
by vehicles queuing up for 
fuel. Vehicles supplying 
essential commodities 
should be issued special 
identification cards, with 
designated timings for 
entering the city.

Additional SP 
(Administration) 
Patil Devaraj Manish, 
Probationary Deputy 
Collector Manoj Reddy, 
Railway RPF Inspector 
B Raju, APSRTC Depot 
Manager K Madhav, 
NHAI Project Director 
B Krishnamurthy, City 
Planner GVSN Murthy, 
CUMTA member 
Ravishankar, EY team 
members Siddharth and 
Rohit, police personnel 
attended the meeting.

GODAVARI PUSHKARAMS

SP calls for comprehensive action plans
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Vijayawada

WHOLESALE flower 
traders and workers 
at the Rajiv Gandhi 
Wholesale Flower 
Market in Vijayawada 
staged a large-scale 
protest on Wednesday 
against the iron girders 
erected by railway 
authorities at the market 
entrance, alleging that 
the barricades had 
severely disrupted the 
movement of traders, 
customers and vehicles.

The agitated traders 
expressed anguish over 
what they termed an 
unfair action by railway 
officials, questioning 
why their livelihoods 
should be affected on 
the basis of alleged false 
reports. 

They asserted that 
they had not paid 
even a single rupee as 
a bribe to anyone and 
had been carrying on 
their businesses at the 
location for several 
decades to earn their 
livelihood.

Addressing the 
media, representatives 
of traders’ associations 
and affected vendors 
appealed to the 
authorities to give them 
sufficient time to shift 
to the proposed new 
flower market. They said 

the government had 
already allotted land on 
GS Raju Road in Gandhi 
Nagar for constructing 
a modern wholesale 
flower market and that 
clear orders had also 
been issued from the 
Chief Minister’s Office.

Construction work 
on the new facility was 
progressing at a brisk 
pace, they said, adding 
that traders were ready 
to vacate the present 
premises voluntarily 
once the new market 
was completed and 
shops were handed over 
to them.

The traders warned 
that forcibly preventing 
business activities 
before the completion 
of the alternative facility 
would affect more than 
5,000 people, including 
traders, farmers and 
Hamalis who depend on 
the market.

They also alleged 
that several people 
had sustained serious 
injuries after falling near 
the iron girders erected 
by railway authorities. 
They demanded 
that the authorities 
take action against 
those responsible for 
publishing false reports 
instead of restricting 
access to the market 
and creating fear among 
traders.

FLOWER TRADERS 
STAGE PROTEST

Representatives of the Rajiv Gandhi wholesale flower 
market traders’ association addressing the media in 

Vijayawada on Wednesday

• They asserted that they had not paid even a 
single rupee as a bribe to anyone 

• Allege that several people had sustained serious 
injuries after falling near the iron girders erected 
by railway authorities
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GUNTUR West MLA Galla 
Madhavi stated that she would 
always be at the forefront of ad-
dressing public grievances and 
that supporting party leaders 
and cadres remained her top 
priority. She attended the party 
workers’ grievance redressal 
programme held at the Telugu 

Desam Party office in Guntur 
West constituency on Wednes-
day. She personally received 
petitions and representations 
from party leaders and workers 
who came from various parts of 
the constituency. She enquired 
about their problems and 
ground-level issues and assured 
them that she would bring the 
petitions to the notice of the 
concerned officials and take 

steps to ensure their speedy 
resolution. Later, she partici-
pated in special prayers and 
an Annadanam programme 
organised at Sri Calcutta Dak-
shina Mahankali Temple, lo-
cated opposite the Jute Mill in 
Pattabhipuram, Guntur. After 
offering special prayers and 
seeking the blessings of the 
Goddess, she personally served 
food to devotees. 

MLA promises to solve people’s problems
Naresh Nandam 

Ongole

PRAKASAM district minorities’ welfare 
department and the district police celebrat-
ed Minorities Welfare Day and National 
Education Day, marking the birth anniver-
sary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first 
Education Minister of independent India 
and a Bharat Ratna awardee, at Ongole on 
Wednesday.

Prakasam Joint Collector Kalpana Ku-
mari and other district administration of-
ficials paid floral tributes to Maulana Azad, 
garlanding his statue and leading the cel-
ebrations. Later, Kalpana Kumari garlanded 
Maulana Azad’s portrait at a program held at 
Prakasam Bhavan, along with students from 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Mother 
Shah high schools. 

She interacted with the students, who 
shared their views on Maulana Azad and 

their studies. Meanwhile, the district police 
paid tributes at the district police office. Ad-
ditional SP for Administration N Yugandhar 
Babu and other officers garlanded Maulana 
Azad’s portrait. Speaking at the programme, 
Yugandhar Babu described Maulana Azad as 
a great educationist, poet and freedom fight-
er. He said Azad’s real name was Mohiuddin 
Ahmed, Abul Kalam was his title, and Azad 
was his pen name.

Tributes paid to Abul Kalam Azad

Joint collector Kalpana Kumari and officials 
paying tributes to Maulana Abul Kalam 

Azad in Ongole on Wednesday
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AP Chambers, in association with the 
United Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO), organised an 
workshop on Concentrated Solar Thermal 
(CST) Technology here on Wednesday to 
promote the adoption of renewable en-
ergy solutions among Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). Around 
50 industrialists and representatives from 
MSMEs, particularly from the food pro-
cessing, chilli processing and dairy sectors, 
participated in the workshop.

UNIDO Technical Expert Pranab Nath 
explained the functioning of CST technol-
ogy, its industrial applications and its po-
tential to reduce dependence on conven-
tional fuels, cut energy costs and enhance 
operational efficiency. He also highlighted 
the investment requirements, expected re-
turns, payback periods and available sub-

sidy support for adopting the technology. 
Eligible units can avail themselves of finan-
cial assistance of up to Rs 2 crore, subject to 
the applicable scheme guidelines.

The programme was organised under a 
UNIDO initiative in partnership with the 
Union Ministry of MSME and the Glob-
al Environment Facility (GEF). Potluri 
Bhaskara Rao, president of AP Chambers, 
emphasised the importance of encourag-
ing industries to adopt sustainable and  
cost-effective energy solutions.

Workshop held on Concentrated Solar Thermal

Members of AP Chambers and UNIDO 

team at the workshop in Vijayawada on 

Wednesday

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

KVSR Siddhartha College 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
in Vijayawada has emerged 
as the champion in the 
Krishna University Wom-
en’s Inter-College Table 
Tennis Tournament con-
ducted recently under the 
aegis of Krishna Univer-
sity Engineering College. 
College students J Sahasra 
(II B Pharmacy), Y Vidya 
Naga Sri (III B Pharmacy), 
I Amruthamshu (III Pharm 
D) and P Himashree (III 
Pharm D) excelled in the 
tournament and clinched 
the championship for their 
college. On the occasion, 
the college organised an 
appreciation programme 
to honour the victorious 
players. Principal Prof A 
Sunitha, faculty members, 
non-teaching staff, man-
agement representatives 
and Physical Education Di-
rector A Chinababu con-
gratulated the players on 
their achievement.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof Sunitha said it 
was a matter of pride that 

four players from her col-
lege had been selected to 
represent the Krishna Uni-
versity women’s table ten-
nis team in the South Zone 
Inter-University Table Ten-
nis Tournament. The South 
Zone tournament will be 
held from December 9 to 
11 under the aegis of Sid-
dhartha Academy of High-
er Education (Deemed to 
be University). She appre-
ciated the players for their 
dedication, discipline and 
sporting spirit and encour-
aged them to perform well 
at the inter-university level.

Siddhartha pharmacy 
college wins KRU TT title

KVSR Siddhartha College 

of Pharmaceutical 

Sciences Principal Prof 

A Sunitha, Physical 

Education Director A 

Chinababu and faculty 

members with the winning 

women’s table tennis 

team in Vijayawada on 

Wednesday


