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Govt rolls out red carpet 
for EV investments

Patan Afzal Babu 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana Government 
rolled out the red carpet to 
the EV (Electric Vehicle) in-
dustry for more investments 
ahead of the Invest Telangana 
Global Summit -2026 sched-
uled to be held from Decem-
ber 7 to 9 at Bharat Future 
City in Hyderabad.

Transport Minister Pon-
nam Prabhakar  presided 
over the first Executive 
Council meeting at the Sec-
retariat on Wednesday. The 
meeting focused on the au-
tomobile, auto-component, 
and electric vehicle (EV) sec-
tors, as part of the prepara-
tions for the Invest Telangana 
Global Summit - 2026.

The Minister invited 

prominent companies, in-
dustrialists, and investors 
from the automobile and EV 
sectors to participate in large 
numbers in the Global Sum-
mit.   

He highlighted that Tel-
angana was offering a highly 
favourable environment for 
significant investments in 
areas such as automobile 
manufacturing, auto com-
ponents, electric mobility, 
battery technology, and EV 
charging infrastructure. Pon-
nam urged companies to fur-
ther expand their operations.

 He stated that, with the 
goal of transforming Telan-
gana into a pollution-free 
state, a unique Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) policy was intro-
duced two years ago, the first 
of its kind in the country.  

The minister noted that to 
encourage the purchase of 
electric vehicles, the govern-
ment has provided a 100 per 
cent exemption from road 
tax and registration fees.

As a result of these incen-
tives, 217,690 electric vehi-
cles have been sold in the 
state over the past two years, 
with tax exemptions amount-
ing to approximately Rs 
2,343 crore. He emphasised 
that the increased adoption 
of electric vehicles will not 
only help control pollution 
but also contribute to envi-
ronmental conservation.

The Minister announced 
that the government is devel-
oping three industrial parks 
and mobility clusters to fos-
ter the growth of the auto-
mobile and mobility sectors 

in Telangana. 
He highlighted that there 

are significant opportunities 
for establishing industries in 
areas such as the National 
Investment and Manufac-
turing Zone (NIMZ) in Za-
heerabad, as well as in En-
katala and Kodangal. 

The  government was also  
taking proactive measures to 
provide essential resources 
within these parks, including 
land, laboratory facilities, in-
frastructure, transport con-
nectivity, and other indus-
trial amenities required by 
businesses. The government 
will provide full support to 
investors by facilitating nec-
essary approvals, offering 
policy-related assistance, and 
developing infrastructure, it 
was clarified.

•Telangana woos auto and EV investors

•2.17 lakh EVs sold in two years

•Rs 2,343 crore tax exemptions granted

•100% road tax and registration fee waiver

•3 industrial parks & mobility clusters planned

•Zaheerabad, Enkatala & Kodangal identified
•Ponnam invites investors to global summit

•Invest TG Summit from December 7 to 9

Mahabubabad police destroy 
ganja worth Rs 49.84 lakh

Hans News Service 
Warangal

MAHABUBABAD dis-
trict police have destroyed 
99.688 kg of dry ganja, 
worth approximately Rs 
49.84 lakh, seized in con-
nection with 19 cases reg-
istered under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act.

The disposal was carried 
out at the AWM Consult-
ing Common Bio-Medical 
Waste Treatment Facility 
in Gopalpet village, Tal-
lada mandal, Khammam 
district, following court 
approval and under the 
supervision of the district 
Drug Disposal Committee.

DSP (DCRB) Gandrathi 
Mohan and CI Upender 
supervised the operation 
along with other police 
personnel.

DSP Mohan said police 
were closely monitoring 
ganja cultivation, transpor-
tation, storage and sale on 
the directions of District 
SP Dr Shabarish, IPS. 

He warned that strict 
legal action, including de-
tention under the PD Act, 
would be taken against of-
fenders.

He urged young people 
to shun narcotics and ap-
pealed to the public to re-
port drug-related activities, 
assuring complete confi-
dentiality for informants.

A total of 99.688 kg of cannabis 

seized in 19 NDPS cases destroyed 

following court approval; police warn 

of strict action against drug offenders

STUDENTS PROTEST  
FELLING OF TREES AT SU

Hans News Service 
Karimnagar

STUDENTS of Satavahana Univer-
sity have protested against large-
scale soil excavation and tree felling 
on the campus in the name of devel-
opment works, alleging serious envi-
ronmental damage.

The students recently approached 
District Collector Chitra Mishra, 
following which Forest Department 
officials inspected the site and re-
portedly found trees felled without 
permission.

They alleged that soil had been ex-

cavated across more than two acres 
to depths exceeding 10 feet, while 
over 200 trees were felled and nearly 
500 uprooted using JCB machines.

Students also expressed concern 
over the disappearance of peacocks, 
rabbits and several bird species. 
They demanded an inquiry into 
excavation permissions, transporta-
tion of soil and timber, and possible 
violations of environmental laws, in-
cluding the WALTA Act. They urged 
authorities to stop unauthorised 
activities, take action against those 
responsible and restore the campus’s 
green cover by planting native trees.

Over 200 trees allegedly 

felled and 500 uprooted; 

students seek probe into 

environmental violations and 

damage to wildlife habitats


