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Union Bank marks 108th Foundation 
Day, unveils new banking services

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

UNION Bank of India celebrated its 
108th Foundation Day on Wednes-
day, marking over a century of 
banking services since its establish-
ment on November 11, 1919.

The celebrations were held at the 
bank’s Zonal Office in Hyderabad 
in the presence of Telangana Special 
Chief Secretaries Jayesh Ranjan 
and Vikas Raj, Rural Development 
Commissioner Divya, former RBI 
Deputy Governor Rajeswara Rao 
and RBI Regional Director Chin-
may Kumar.

M Ravindra Babu, Chief General 
Manager and Zonal Head, Hy-
derabad Zone, and Sarvesh Ranjan, 
Chief General Manager, Reconcili-
ation Department, Central Office, 
attended the event along with senior 

bankers, employees and customers.
As part of the celebrations, the 

bank announced several technol-
ogy-driven products and services, 
including digital corporate salary 
accounts, vehicle loans, digital loans 
against PPF, UPI Global and online 

locker facilities.
The bank also announced the 

opening of 108 new branches 
nationwide and contributions of Rs 
11.17 crore to the National Defence 
Fund and Rs 13.72 crore towards 
CSR activities.

Dignitaries and senior bank officials gather on stage during the ceremonial 
lamp lighting to mark the 108th Foundation Day celebrations of Union Bank 
of India, organized by the Zonal Office in Hyderabad.

Narayana students hone 
oratory skills at Master 

Orator Season 7
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

NARAYANA Schools organised Master Orator Con-
test – Season 7 under its Life Skills Programme to 
nurture students' public speaking, communication, 
critical thinking and confidence.

The competition was conducted in two categories, 
covering Grades 1 to 5 and Classes 6 to 9. More than 
2,600 students participated in the junior category, 
with 84 finalists competing in the grand finale. Eight-
een students were recognised, including six first-place, 
five second-place and seven third-place winners.

In the senior category, over 3,500 students partici-
pated in the preliminary round, from which 96 final-
ists representing 12 Delhi-NCR campuses qualified 
for the finale. A total of 34 students received recogni-
tion, including eight first-place, 12 second-place and 
14 third-place winners.

Participants were assessed on content, creativity, 
presentation and communication skills. Topics in-
cluded ‘Life Without Internet’, ‘Importance of Arts 
and Music in the Curriculum’, ‘My Vision for a Better 
School’ and ‘Small Actions Can Create Big Changes’.

The contest provided a platform for students to ex-
press their ideas, develop confidence and strengthen 
their communication and interpersonal skills.

Winners of Narayana Schools’ Master Orator 
Contest-Season 7 pose with their trophies during 
the grand finale

Union Bank opens 
MRCET campus branch 
under YUVA campaign

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

UNION Bank of India has 
opened a new branch at 
Malla Reddy College of En-
gineering and Technology 
(MRCET) under its YUVA 
Campaign to bring banking 
services closer to students 
and young people.

The branch, named 
‘MRCET Campus’, was for-
mally inaugurated by Cham-
akura Malla Reddy, Chair-
man of Malla Reddy Group 
of Institutions, as the chief 
guest. The initiative aims to 
strengthen the bank’s en-
gagement with the younger 
generation by providing 
convenient access to bank-
ing services and promot-

ing awareness of savings, 
financial services and digital 
banking facilities.

Speaking on the occasion, 
dignitaries stressed the im-
portance of financial literacy 
and encouraging responsible 
banking habits among stu-
dents.

Ravindra Babu, Chief 
General Manager, Hy-
derabad Zone; MVSN Raju, 
DGM and Regional Head, 
Punjagutta; Dr Vaka Murali 
Mohan, Principal, MRCET; 
Leena Kiranmai, Branch 
Manager, and other bank of-
ficials attended the inaugu-
ral programme. The launch 
marks another step in the 
bank’s youth-focused out-
reach under the YUVA Cam-
paign.

Chamakura Malla Reddy, 
Chairman of Malla Reddy 
Group of Institutions, 
inaugurates the new 
Union Bank of India 
branch at Malla Reddy 
College of Engineering 
and Technology (MRCET) 
under the bank’s YUVA 
Campaign, accompanied 
by bank officials and 
college dignitaries

Govt will set ball rolling for Musi 
project works soon: CM Revanth

M M Farooqui 
Hyderabad

CHIEF Minister A Revanth Reddy an-
nounced on Wednesday that physical 
works for phase one of the Musi river 
rejuvenation project will commence 
soon, assuring that no affected com-
munity will suffer any loss. Speaking 
after inaugurating the restored Tham-
midikunta lake, the Chief Minister ob-
served that Hyderabad was historically 
celebrated as a city of rocks and lakes.

 He expressed regret that out of 1,372 
lakes that once existed in the metropo-
lis, nearly 50 per cent have vanished 
due to uncontrolled encroachments. 
He highlighted that such illegal en-
croachments directly lead to severe 
water stagnation on city roads during 
heavy downpours, causing residential 
colonies to become dangerously wa-
terlogged. Revanth Reddy expressed 
deep concern over the escalating pol-
lution levels of the Musi river, noting 
that severe contamination has caused 
immense hardship to residents living 
downstream in Nalgonda district.

 Outlining his administration vision 
to preserve nature while positioning 

Hyderabad as a world-class global des-
tination, the Chief Minister reiterated 
that the government is actively restor-
ing urban water bodies to ensure a 
clean environment. He appealed to all 
political parties and citizens to tran-
scend political affiliations and extend 
wholehearted support to the Musi reju-
venation initiative.

The Chief Minister commended film 
actor Nagarjuna for extending exem-
plary support towards the revival of 
Thammidikunta lake. Revanth Reddy 
explained that the government success-
fully expanded the water body from a 
shrunken 14 acres to 30 acres, praising 

Nagarjuna for generously handing over 
two acres of private land to facilitate 
state restoration efforts. He declared 
that the revived lake will soon trans-
form into a major tourism hub, shifting 
public focus from nearby Shilparamam. 

He instructed HYDRAA officials 
and police personnel to implement 
robust security measures to guaran-
tee visitor safety, emphasizing plans 
to foster a vibrant lake economy. Ad-
ditionally, he announced that a sacred 
Jammi tree will be planted within the 
lake premises, establishing the venue as 
a permanent cultural location for tradi-
tional Dussehra celebrations.

A before-and-after aerial view displaying the transformation of Thammidikunta 
lake in Hyderabad, expanded from its shrunken state to nearly 30 acres 
under the state government’s urban water body restoration efforts
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Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy, actor Nagarjuna, and other dignitaries inspect 
display boards detailing the revival and expansion plan of Thammidikunta lake 
during its inaugural event

Will make film based on Sonia Gandhi’s 
autobiography, says Jagga Reddy

Hans News Service 
Sangareddy

TELANGANA PCC 
working president T Jagga 
Reddy announced that a 
Telugu film will be made 
on the life of party leader 
Sonia Gandhi, based on 
her autobiographical book 
“Belonging: A Journey of 
Love.”

Speaking at a meeting 
of party activists here, he 
said that leaders and activ-
ists from the Sangareddy 
constituency should come 
forward as producers of the 

project. On the occasion, 
constituency convener 
Julakanti Anjaneyulu an-
nounced a contribution 
of Rs 2 crore for the film’s 
production.

Reddy suggested forming 
a 50-member committee to 
initiate the production pro-
cess. He said that Gandhi 
Bhavan PRO Hariprasad 
would oversee the commit-
tee and urged party leaders 
to mobilise funds.

“You spend money dur-
ing elections. Consider this 
as a similar investment. 
Let us pool the budget and 
select a good director,” he 
told the activists. 

Once preparations are 
complete, Chief Minister A 

Revanth Reddy and TPCC 
president B Mahesh Kumar 
Goud would be invited to 
formally launch the shoot-
ing. Copies of Sonia’s book 
will also be distributed 
among partymen to help 
them better understand her 
life and contributions.

Reddy said the film 
would portray various 
phases of Sonia’s life, in-
cluding her role as Indira’s 
daughter-in-law, Rajiv 
Gandhi’s wife, and mother 
of Rahul and Priyanka. The 
movie will depict tragedies 
faced by the family follow-
ing the assassinations of 
Indira and Rajiv, the chal-
lenges Sonia endured, her 
role in raising her children, 

and her subsequent politi-
cal journey.

He noted that Sonia had 
earned a distinct place in a 
diverse country, compris-
ing numerous religions, 
castes and languages. “The 
Congress political system 
is as deep as the ocean, 
and Sonia studied and 
understood that political 
structure,” he remarked, 
describing her political 
career as highly successful.

Reddy stated that Sonia 
was never driven by an 
obsession with becoming 
PM. 

Referring to the period 
after Rajiv’s death, he said 
she had not aspired to the 
post when P V Narasimha 
Rao became Prime Min-
ister.

He added that even after 
the UPA came to power 
and party leaders urged her 
to become PM, Sonia de-
clined the post and instead 
gave the opportunity to Dr 
Manmohan Singh. 

According to him, her 
decision to forgo the 
chance to become PM 
remains a historic one.

Reddy said the Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme 
emerged from the ideas 
and vision of Sonia, Man-
mohan and Rahul. Many 
people want another Prime 
Minister from the Gandhi 
family and that Sonia’s 
own wish is to see Rahul as 
Prime Minister.
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