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Cyclone over Bay may bring rains to Telangana

K Chandrashekar 
Hyderabad

TELANGANA is expected 
to witness rains after 
November 21 due to a 

low pressure and depres-
sion forming in the Bay of 
Bengal under the influence 
of Cyclone Akvan. 

According to weather 
expert T Balaji, a low pres-
sure system will form on 
Friday, intensifying into 
a depression on Sunday, 
with a 100 per cent prob-
ability of developing into 
a cyclone by Tuesday. The 
cyclone is likely to cross 
between Nellore or Ongole 
and Odisha or Bengal 

around November 19 to 
20. Outlining possible 
scenarios, Balaji noted a 
55 per cent chance of the 
system moving towards 
Andhra Pradesh, trigger-
ing moderate to heavy 
rains in East Telangana 
between November 21 
and 24 while other regions 
remain dry. 

A 25 per cent probability 
towards Odisha or Bengal 
would keep Telangana dry 
while easing cold condi-

tions after November 20. A 
20 per cent chance towards 
Bangladesh or Myanmar 
would cause a severe cold 
wave with plunging tem-
peratures and dry weather. 

Meanwhile, the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment forecasted dry weath-
er across Telangana, noting 
minimum temperatures 
will remain 2 to 3°C below 
normal for the next two 
to three days, continuing 
until November 18.
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CYBER CROOKS HAVE A FIELD DAY 

AMIDST FESTIVE SHOPPING FRENZY

Mouli Mareedu  
Hyderabad

THE Telangana Cyber Se-
curity Bureau (TGCSB) on 
Wednesday issued an urgent 
public advisory warning 
citizens against two rapidly 
emerging cybercrimes — 
fake advertisements and 
credit card frauds — which 
have been on the rise in the 
State over the past few days.

TGCSB Director Shikha 

Goel said a recent analysis 
of cybercrime trends had 
revealed a sharp increase in 
complaints related to adver-
tisement fraud (undelivered 
goods/services) and identity 
theft (unauthorised credit/
debit card compromise). 
Fraudsters are increasingly 
exploiting online shopping 
trends, festive discounts and 
malicious mobile applica-
tions to cheat unsuspecting 
citizens.

Explaining advertise-
ment fraud, Shikha Goel 
said fraudsters circulate 
deceptive advertisements on 
social media platforms such 
as Instagram and Facebook, 
messaging applications such 
as WhatsApp, and fake web-
sites. These advertisements 
offer branded electronics, 
clothing, holiday packages, 
beauty and home services, 
or online courses at unre-
alistically low prices, with 

offers such as “Mega Sale – 
Flat 70% Off ”.

Once victims are lured 
into making advance pay-
ments through UPI, digital 
wallets or bank transfers, 
scammers send fake order 
confirmations and give bo-
gus delivery delay excuses. 
They subsequently block 
the victims' phone numbers 
and shut down the websites 
without delivering the 
promised goods or services.

“Avoid purchasing from 
unknown or unverified 
social media sellers; never 
trust deals offering steep, 
unrealistic discounts; verify 
seller credentials, customer 
reviews and official websites 
before making payments; 
and never make advance 
payments to unverified ac-
counts,” the TGCSB Direc-
tor advised.

In cases of identity theft, 
cybercriminals are increas-
ingly targeting cardholders 
through phishing links and 
malicious Android applica-
tion packages (APK files) 
disguised as official bank 
rewards, cashback offers or 
credit card limit enhance-
ment schemes.

When victims click 
on these links or install 
malicious APK files, they 
are tricked into entering 
sensitive information such 

as card numbers, expiry 
dates, CVV codes, PINs and 
OTPs. In some cases, the 
malware silently intercepts 
SMS alerts.

Fraudsters immediately 
misuse the compromised 
credentials to make unau-
thorised online purchases 
and domestic or interna-
tional transactions without 
the cardholders' consent.

“Never download or 
install APK files received 
through WhatsApp, SMS or 
unknown links; never share 
card numbers, CVV, OTP 
or PIN details with anyone; 
verify card upgrade or 
reward offers only through 
official bank applications 
or customer care; and im-
mediately block your card 
and inform your bank if you 
receive any unauthorised 
transaction alert,” Shikha 
Goel said.
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Police custody for 9 in illegal 
human egg collection case

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE court on Wednesday 
granted nine accused police 
custody for questioning 
for five days in connec-
tion with the human eggs 
(oocytes) illegal collection 
case. Following the court 
directions, Begumpet police 
on Thursday would take 
custody of nine accused 
from jail.

The police would inter-
rogate the individuals to 
uncover the details of the 
network operating behind 
this egg procurement scam. 
During the custodial inter-
rogation, the police will 
primarily focus on identify-
ing key players involved 

and understanding how the 
network functions. 

Specifically, they will 
question the suspects 
regarding the role of 
agents, connections with 
fertility (IVF) centres, the 
involvement of medical 
institutions, and finan-
cial transactions. During 
the investigation, police 
are aimed to determine 
if others are behind this 
operation and to ascertain 
exactly how the process of 
procuring and supplying 
the eggs was carried out. 
Meanwhile, the police are 
also focusing their atten-
tion on various IVF centres 
located within the Secun-
derabad and Malkajgiri 
areas.

Notices slapped on 125 medical 
shops for drug sale violations

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana Standards 
Authority for Food and Es-
sential Drugs (TG SAFE) – 
Drugs Wing on Wednesday 
served show-cause notices 
on 125 medical shops in 
Medchal and Serilingam-
pally for violating rules and 
regulations. Appropriate ac-
tion, including suspension 
of drug licences, will be ini-
tiated against the establish-
ments concerned. TG SAFE 
officials said action would 
be taken in accordance with 
the provisions of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

As part of an ongoing 
special enforcement drive 
in the CURE region to curb 
the illegal sale and diversion 
of habit-forming drugs, TG 
SAFE officials conducted 
raids on medical shops 
across the Medchal and Ser-
ilingampally zones. Similar 
raids were also carried out 

by the Drugs Wing in vari-
ous districts across Telan-
gana as part of the drive.

The raids were conducted 
at several retail medical 
shops in vulnerable areas of 
the CURE region, focusing 
on the illegal sale of habit-
forming drugs, including 
Tramadol tablets, Alpra-
zolam tablets, Nitrazepam 
tablets, codeine-containing 

cough syrups, Tapentadol 
tablets, Pregabalin-contain-
ing formulations and Zolpi-
dem tablets.

Officials detected several 
violations, including the 
indiscriminate sale of habit-
forming drugs without pre-
scriptions from Registered 
Medical Practitioners; fail-
ure to maintain prescription 
drug registers and Schedule 

H1 drug registers; dispens-
ing prescription drugs in 
the absence of a Registered 
Pharmacist; sale of medi-
cines without issuing bills; 
failure to maintain or pro-
duce sales bills and produce 
purchase bills; irregulari-
ties in maintaining copies 
of sales and purchase bills; 
and other violations of the 
Drugs Rules.

K Chandrashekar 
Hyderabad

BHARAT Rashtra Samithi 
leaders led by Manne Kris-
hank visited TIMS Alwal 
on Wednesday, questioning 
the prolonged delay in mak-
ing public super specialty 
hospitals operational. Kris-
hank recalled that in January 
2025, Minister Komatireddy 

Venkat Reddy and Special 
Secretary Vikas Raj inspect-
ed the site, announcing that 
90 per cent of works were 
completed and guaranteeing 
full operational readiness by 
August 31, 2025.

Krishank noted that on 
Tuesday, Minister C Da-
modar Raja Narsimha vis-
ited TIMS Alwal, stating that 
95 per cent of work was com-

pleted and the facility would 
open soon. He questioned 
whether the Congress gov-
ernment managed to execute 
merely 5 per cent of remain-
ing construction work over 
two years. Krishank ques-
tioned why Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy government 
fails to demonstrate the 
same commitment toward 
public hospitals envisioned 

by the K Chandrashekar Rao 
administration as it allegedly 
does toward private corpo-
rate hospitals linked to his 
family. 

He highlighted that TIMS 
Sanath Nagar remains inac-
cessible to the public, the 
Warangal Super Specialty 
Hospital project faces re-
peated postponements, and 
TIMS Alwal continues to en-
dure administrative delays. 
Krishank demanded that the 
state government immedi-
ately provide the public with 
a clear, definitive timeline 
for commissioning these vi-
tal healthcare institutions.

Krishank hits out at govt for 
TIMS’ delays in Hyd, Wgl
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