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We have neither discussed formally or informally the possibility of the IPL 

becoming a 12-team affair in 2028. It is not in our scope at this stage. We are 

concerned about the IPL of 2027, which is going to be the 20th edition of the IPL. 

So it will be a big affair

- BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia

Melbourne

UNDER-FIRE Usman Kha-
waja has withdrawn from 
interviews promoting his 
autobiography after facing 
criticism, while the Austral-
ian Cricketers’ Association 
(ACA) has urged an end to 
the furore that has been re-
ignited following his claims 
that the entire team was in-
volved in the 2018 ball-tam-
pering scandal. 

Khawaja’s book, ‘Sabr’, has 
reignited the controversy 
surrounding the Cape Town 
Test against South Africa in 

2018, with the former batter 
alleging that the entire team 
knew about the plan to use 
sandpaper to alter the condi-

tion of the ball. 
He claimed that then cap-

tain Steve Smith, vice-cap-
tain David Warner and open-
er Cameron Bancroft were 
made scapegoats by cricket 
administrators despite the 
alleged wider knowledge 
within the team. 

However, former teammate 
Mitchell Starc, who was part 
of the side, rejected Khawaja’s 
assertions and reiterated the 
position he had taken in 2021 

that the bowlers were not 
aware of the conspiracy. 

The controversy escalated 
after Khawaja struggled to ad-
dress questions about the alle-
gations during an interview 
with ABC . He was pointedly 
asked whether the four front-
line bowlers, Pat Cummins, 
Starc, Josh Hazlewood and 
Nathan Lyon, had been part 
of discussions around ball-
tampering. Khawaja was also 
asked directly whether cur-

rent Test captain Cummins 
knew in advance about the 
use of sandpaper. he refused 
to answer them, insisting that 
he had merely told his “truth” 
in the book, drawing criti-
cism. 

His publisher, Penguin, 
subsequently confirmed 
changes to his promotional 
schedule, though it stopped 
short of specifying which ap-
pearances had been cancelled 
or altered. 

Sandpapergate controversy 

Khawaja pulls out of interviews, ACA urges end to online abuse 
Under-fire Usman claimed that then captain 

Steve Smith, vice-captain David Warner 

and opener Cameron Bancroft were made 

scapegoats by cricket administrators despite 

the alleged wider knowledge within the team

New Delhi

FLAMBOYANT all-rounder 
Hardik Pandya moved to 
Punjab Kings from Mumbai 
Indians at an increased fee 
of Rs 18 crore, while PBKS 
traded pacer Arshdeep Singh 
for him, completing the big-
gest and most high-profile 
exchange of players in the 
history of IPL. 

Pandya’s existing fee was 
Rs 16.35 crore. Arshdeep, 
on the other hand, moved 
to Mumbai at an unchanged 
price tag of Rs 18 crore, read 
a statement from the IPL. 

Before this, Chennai Super 
Kings had acquired Sanju 
Samson this year for Rs 18 
crore from Rajasthan Royals, 
who got Ravindra Jadeja for 
Rs 14 crore and Sam Curran 
for Rs 2.4 crore from CSK. 
Transfer Fee is a bipartite 
agreement between two fran-
chises and it is independent 
of retention fee (the salary 
paid to a player by the fran-
chise). 

It was mutually decided 

by the two teams that Pan-
dya’s trade fee will go up by 
Rs 1.65 crore and as per ex-
isting rules, he would get 50 
per cent of the hike. The rest 
would go to Mumbai Indi-
ans. Pandya’s trade brings the 
curtain down on his second 
stint with MI, a franchise 
with which he won four IPL 
titles. Having first joined MI 
in 2015, the 33-year-old had 
starring roles with both bat 
and ball during the team’s 
title-winning campaigns in 
2015, 2017, 2019 and 2020. 

After seven seasons with 
Mumbai, Pandya moved to 

Gujarat Titans (GT) at a fee 
of Rs 15 crore in 2022 and 
led the franchise to the title 
in its debut season. GT also 
reached the final in 2023. 
Pandya returned to MI in 
2024, taking over captaincy 
from stalwart Rohit Sharma 
but the franchise’s perfor-
mance nose-dived and it 
was speculated that the in-
jury-ravaged maverick was 
unhappy with how things 
panned out. He struggled 
to win over fans after taking 
over leadership and was in-
cessantly booed in the first 
season after his return. 

Pandya moves to 
Pb for Rs 18 crore

Arshdeep heads to MI in high-profile IPL trade

DOHA: India’s Niraj Kumar 
secured a quota place for 
the 2028 Los Angeles Olym-
pics after winning bronze in 
the men’s 50m rifle 3-posi-
tions event at the ISSF World 
Championships here on 
Wednesday. It was India’s 
second Olympic quota at the 
championships, following 
Jaypal Malviya’s silver in the 
men’s 10m air pistol event a 
few days ago. 

Niraj shot 346.5 in the fi-
nal and was in contention 
for silver before a costly 9.4 
on his 34th shot pushed him 
down to third. Individual 
Neutral Athlete (AIN) Dmi-
trii Pimenov clinched gold 
with a world junior record 
score of 362.8, while Slova-

kia’s Patrik Jany took silver. 
Both also secured Olym-

pic quota places. The other 
Indian in the final, Aishwary 
Pratap Singh Tomar, fin-
ished fifth with 323.7. India 
also won bronze in the team 
event, with Niraj, Aishwary 
and Akhil Sheoran combin-
ing for 1,751 in the elimina-
tion round. 

They missed silver by a 
solitary point as Norway 
finished second with 1,752, 
while the Czech Republic 
took gold with 1,754. 

Shooter Niraj secures 
LA  Olympics quota 

Kushan Sarkar  
New Delhi

BCCI secretary Devajit 
Saikia has ruled out an im-
mediate expansion of the 
IPL from 10 to 12 teams, 
insisting that the idea has 
not even been “informally” 
discussed within the Board. 
While there is a lot of inter-
est around IPL in the global 
cricket market, Saikia said 
that there is “no scope” for 
an expansion as of now. 

“We have neither dis-
cussed formally or infor-
mally the possibility of the 
IPL becoming a 12-team af-
fair in 2028. It is not in our 
scope at this stage,” Saikia 
told PTI during an interac-
tion. “We are concerned 
about the IPL of 2027,  
which is going to be the 20th 
edition of the IPL. So it will 

be a big affair. We are con-
cerned about that and we 
are not considering anything 
beyond that,” Saikia told PTI. 

“Whatever news is circu-
lating in the media, I think 
these are all speculative 
reports from some fertile 
minds. I have no comments 
to offer regarding those. 
There is no sanctity to those 
reports,” he clarified. 

He also said that no call 
has been taken on the in-
crease of team purse from Rs 
125 crore to Rs 150 crore be-
fore the 2027 mega auction. 

“There is nothing of that 
sort regarding an increase in 
the salary purse. 

‘No discussion yet on increasing IPL teams’

DUBAI: Wicket-keeper 
Rishabh Pant and captain 
Shubman Gill are the only 
Indians in the top 10 of 
the latest ICC Test batting 
rankings, occupying eighth 
and 10th positions respec-
tively. Both Pant (713 rating 
points) and Gill (697) have 
dropped a rung in the list. 

Another Indian Yashasvi 
Jaiswal finds himself in the 
13th spot. The Test batters 

chart is being headed by 
England’s Harry Brook and 
Joe Root, followed by Aua-
tralia’s Travis Head, South 

Africa’s Temba Bavuma and 
Steve Smith. 

Afghanistan captain Rah-
mat Shah has created his-
tory by becoming the first 
player from his country to 
enter the top 10 in any cat-
egory of the ICC Test Player 
Rankings. Rahmat climbed 
six spots to career-best sev-
enth on the rankings for Test 
batters following his innings 
of 173 in the opening match 

of Afghanistan’s two-game 
series against Zimbabwe in 
Sharjah. 

It was the fifth Test 
century of Rahmat’s ca-
reer and his second this 
year, lifting the 33-year-
old above India captain  
Shubman Gill, South Africa 
opener Aiden Markram and 
Sri Lanka’s Kamindu Mendis 
into the top 10 for the first 
time. 

Pant, Gill in top 10  of ICC Test rankings

FIDE: India will  
continue to host 
major events  

Aparajita Upadhyay  
Budapest

Newly-elected FIDE pres-
ident Timur Turlov said 

India is a trusted partner of 
the world body of chess and 
will continue to host major 
international championships 
over the next four years. He 
also called for greater Indian 
influence in the Asian Chess 
Federation. 

India has established itself 
as a major force in interna-
tional chess, with a crop of 
young players, led by reign-
ing world champion D Guke-
sh, alongside R Praggnana-
ndhaa, Arjun Erigaisi and R 
Vaishali, making their pres-
ence felt at the highest level. 

Asked whether India 
could expect to host more 
international events under 
his administration, Turlov 
responded in the affirma-
tive. “Absolutely,” Turlov said 
on the sidelines of the Total 
Chess World Championship 
Tour Pilot here. 

Newly-elected FIDE 

president Timur Turlov

Jaipur

Nearly two weeks af-
ter the Rajasthan 

Anti-Corruption Bureau 
launched a preliminary en-
quiry into the controversial 
purchase of 40 villas and 
cottages by senior IAS offic-
er Shikhar Agrawal and his 
family, activists have alleged 
“delay” in registering an FIR 
and sought a wider investi-
gation into the transactions. 

RTI activist Ashok Pathak 
submitted a representation 
to Chief Minister Bhajanlal 

Sharma and the chief sec-
retary, flagging why the bu-
reau has not taken a decision 

on registering an FIR. 
He threatened to ap-

proach the High Court or 
the Supreme Court if the 
ACB fails to conclude the 
enquiry and take action in 
accordance with the law. 
“The chief minister was 
proactive in handing over 
the matter to the ACB, but 
the bureau has been unu-
sually slow. Why has it not 
concluded the preliminary 
enquiry and registered an 

FIR?” Pathak told PTI. 
Advocates Poonam Chand 

Bhandari and T N Sharma 

have also approached the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), seeking an investiga-
tion into the transactions 
under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act. The 
advocates, associated with 
Public Against Corruption, 
alleged that the purchase 
of properties at prices sub-
stantially below their market 
value and their subsequent 
leaseback to the seller raised 
serious questions about the 

transactions. 
The ACB registered the 

preliminary enquiry on 
October 30 after allega-
tions surfaced that Shikhar 
Agrawal, his wife and IPS 
officer Prashakha Mathur 
and their family members 
purchased 40 villas and cot-
tages for approximately Rs 
6.17 crore and subsequently 
leased them back to the 
seller for an annual rent of 
around Rs 1.80 crore. 

The controversy began 
following a media report 
about the property transac-
tions involving Agrawal, his 
wife and other family mem-
bers. Official sources said 
that the Prime Minister’s 
Office had sought a factual 
report from the Rajasthan 
government after the allega-
tions surfaced. The Centre 
also called the chief secre-
tary to Delhi regarding the 
matter. 

Purchase of 40 villas and cottages 

Demand for ACB to register case, ED probe against IAS officer
RTI activist Ashok Pathak submitted 

a representation to Chief Minister 
Bhajanlal Sharma and the chief secre-
tary, flagging why the bureau has not 
taken a decision on registering an FIR

SRINAGAR: Tired of endless wait for the 
groom’s arrival, Kashmir’s traditional chefs, 
known as ‘waza’, have set a 10 pm deadline 
on serving wazwan at weddings. At a con-
ference at a marriage hall in Rajouri Kadal 
area of the city, wazas discussed the “inhu-
man conditions” they are made to work un-
der while serving the multi-dish ‘wazwan’ 
to guests at weddings and other functions.  
The chefs unanimously decided they will 
not serve food after 10 pm. Kashmir Waza 
Association president Ghulam Nabi Waza 
said his community has suffered in silence 
for too long. “It takes several hours to pre-
pare the dishes, and usually we work late 
into the night. 

Then we are expected to start serving 
lunch from around 1 pm till 6 pm, which is 
followed by dinner, which starts well into 

the night,” Waza said. And if the chefs are 
cooking at the bride’s home, they must wait 
for the groom and his entourage to arrive, 
which usually happens past midnight, he 
complained. 

“There have been incidents where the 
maulvi left without solemnising the nikah 
because the groom did not turn up till 1 
am. We are also humans. So we now set the 
10 pm deadline,” Waza said. He said going 
late to wedding feasts has become fashion-
able and appealed to the people to get rid 
of this bad habit. 

“There are so many people attached with 
the wazwan, and they too have the right to 
dignified working hours,” he added. Sev-
eral chefs complained of maltreatment by 
their clients. “For example, we are not pro-
vided a proper place to sleep. We work long 
hours and need some time to rest before we 
prepare ourselves for the next day’s gruel-
ling routine. The hosts should take care of 
that aspect,” said one of the chefs. 

Chefs set 10 pm deadline 
for wedding feast in J&K

Kashmir Waza Association 
president Ghulam Nabi 

Waza said his community 
has suffered in silence for 
too long. It takes several 

hours to prepare the 
dishes, and usually we 
work late into the night

Gang-rape survivor 
thrown off roof in Bihar
PATNA: A 30-year-old gang-rape 
survivor was allegedly thrown off 
the roof of a building by a neigh-
bour in Bihar’s Begusarai district, 
prompting police to arrest the ac-
cused on Wednesday.

The injured woman was taken to 
Sadar Hospital in Begusarai. Police 
said they arrested her neighbour, 
Bhongal Kumar, based on her state-
ment. A case has been registered 
under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), and an investigation is un-
derway.

The woman’s family alleged that 
they had been facing pressure to 
withdraw the gang-rape case filed in 
June. They claimed Tuesday’s attack 
was part of an attempt to intimidate 
them into dropping the case. The 
woman was allegedly raped by five 
men on June 11 when she stepped 
out of her house to relieve herself. 
During her treatment, doctors re-
portedly recovered a cartridge-like 
object, a stone and a piece of wood 
from her private parts, police said. 
All five accused in the gang-rape 
case have been arrested.

NEW DELHI/PATNA: 
The Janata Dal (United) on 
Wednesday expressed resent-
ment over the portrayal of its 
president and former Bihar 
chief minister Nitish Kumar 
in Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi’s memoir, asserting 
that he was the main architect 
of the opposition INDIA bloc. 

While JD(U) national 
spokesperson Rajeev Ranjan 
Prasad alleged that Gandhi 
has presented the entire epi-
sode in her book as part of 
a strategy to mislead people, 
the party’s working president 
Sanjay Kumar Jha alleged the 
former Congress chief made 

“petty and frivolous” remarks 
against Kumar, which was 
“unexpected”. 

“The JD(U) is deeply ag-
grieved by the way Nitish 
Kumar has been mentioned 
in Sonia Gandhi’s book in the 
context of the INDIA bloc. 
We believe that Nitish Kumar 
is the architect and driving 

force behind the INDIA bloc, 
which is currently being led 
by Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi,” he said in a video 
statement. 

Gandhi has written that 
Kumar was looking for an op-
portunity to exit the INDIA 
bloc and was under the BJP’s 
influence. She also refers to 
his return to the NDA in early 
2024. Prasad claimed that 
most regional parties were 
initially reluctant to include 
the Congress in the opposi-
tion alliance and Kumar had 
persuaded them to come 
together with the grand old 
party. 

‘Deeply aggrieved by way Nitish 
is mentioned in Sonia’s book’

8 held after Tiger 
found dead in  
Maha reserve
GONDIA: A tiger has been 
found dead in Maharashtra’s 
Nawegaon-Nagzira Tiger Re-
serve (NNTR) in a suspected 
case of electrocution.

Forest authorities have de-
tained a farmer, whose farm 
is adjacent to the reserve’s 
core boundary, and seven 
other persons. 

The tiger, identified as 
T-39 and aged around 4, was 
found dead with burn marks, 
adjacent to a farm near Bo-
dunda village in the reserve’s 
Thadezari beat in Gondia 
district.

NNTR deputy field di-
rector Pritamsingh Kodape 
informed that the tiger is 
suspected to have died of 
electrocution. 

It is suspected that the 
farmer laid a live wire near 
his field, resulting in the tiger 
getting caught in it.

Officials suspect that 
the farmer along with oth-
ers moved the carcass and 
dumped it in the core forest 
area of the reserve.

Maharashtra has several ti-
ger reserves, including Tado-
ba-Andhari, Melghat, Sahy-
adri and Nawegaon-Nagzira. 

PANAJI: Over 2,450 kg of 
chicken was destroyed by 
the Food and Drugs Admin-
istration (FDA) in South 
Goa during two inspections.

A vehicle carrying 700 
kg of chicken valued at 
Rs 1,36,500 was inter-
cepted by the FDA at Mar-
gao Railway Station.  The 

chicken was transported 
in thermocol boxes from  
Delhi without the required 
temperature control, and re-
mained in transit for nearly 
36 hours.

A separate inspection at 
a cold storage unit in Verna 
revealed a lack of proper 
labelling and purchase re-

cords, leading to another 
1,750 kg of chicken being 
destroyed.

State health minister 
Vishwajit Rane informed on 
November 11, Wednesday, 
that the drive was launched 
to prevent unsafe meat 
products from reaching 
consumers.

2,450 kg chicken destroyed over safety violations


