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EAST Godavari district 
collector Kirti Chekuri 
has directed officials of 
the Panchayat Raj and 
Irrigation departments 
to take up restoration 
of the severely damaged 
Karicharlagudem–
Sanjeevapuram road in 
Gopalapuram mandal on 
a war footing to ensure 

that people do not face 
inconvenience.

The collector inspected 
the damaged road on 
Tuesday and reviewed the 
losses caused by the impact 
of Cyclone Morusu and the 
subsequent heavy rains and 
floods. 

Officials informed her 
that nearly 320 metres 
of the road had been 
completely washed away, 
while another 700 metres 

had developed severe 
damage, with portions 
tilting to one side and 
sinking due to the 
floodwater.

Kirti Chekuri 
directed officials to take 
precautionary measures 
to prevent accidents 
and ensure the safety 
of commuters. Officials 
informed her that 
temporary restoration 
works had already been 

taken up by the Panchayat 
Raj department. She 
instructed them to expedite 
permanent restoration 
measures.

The collector asked the 
Irrigation department 
to install pipelines at the 
breached locations to 
regulate and divert the 
floodwater according to 
the flow conditions. The 
Panchayat Raj department 
was directed to undertake 

necessary repairs and 
reconstruction of the 
damaged road. She stressed 
that both departments 
should work in close 
coordination and complete 
the works at the earliest. 

The collector said 
she had been touring 
cyclone-affected areas of 
Gopalapuram mandal 
for the past three days to 
assess the situation. Heavy 
rainfall of nearly 60 mm 
within five hours, coupled 
with massive inflows from 
upper catchment areas, 
had resulted in breaches in 
several tanks and extensive 
damage, she said.

Strong winds and heavy 
rains had severely affected 
paddy and banana crops. 
The crop enumeration 
process was currently 
underway on a large scale 
to assess the losses, she 
added.

The district 
administration had also 
requested the government 
to send an Inter-Ministerial 
Central Team to assess 
the extensive damage in 
the district. The team 
was expected to visit the 
affected and inundated 
areas shortly and facilitate 
appropriate assistance to 
the victims, she said.
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TOURISM, Culture and 
Cinematography Minister 
Kandula Durgesh has ap-
pealed to Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu to ex-
tend government assistance 
to all farmers affected by 
successive cyclones Murusu 
and Arnab in East Goda-
vari district, particularly in 
Nidadavole constituency.

During the Cabinet 
meeting held at Amaravati, 
the minister brought to the 
Chief Minister’s notice the 
extensive damage caused by 
the natural calamities and 

the hardships faced by farm-
ers in the district.

Durgesh explained 
that heavy rains and the 
overflowing Errakalava 
canal had inundated several 
neighbouring villages, leav-
ing vast stretches of agricul-
tural land submerged. 

Standing crops, which 
were ready for harvest, had 
been completely damaged, 
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dealing a severe blow to 
the farming community. 
Floodwater also entered 
several houses, disrupt-
ing normal life in the 
affected areas, he said.

The minister said that 
only a limited number 
of farmers had crop 
insurance coverage and 
urged the government 
to consider even those 
without insurance on 
humanitarian grounds. 
He appealed to the 
Chief Minister to ensure 
that every farmer who 
suffered crop losses 
received appropriate 
government compensa-
tion.

He also sought im-
mediate enumeration of 
crop and house damage 
caused by the cyclones 
and Errakalava floods. 
He urged the authorities 
to include every eligible 
affected farmer in the 
assessment lists without 
excluding anyone on 
technical grounds.

Durgesh appealed to 
the Chief Minister to 
extend comprehensive 
support to farmers and 
people of Nidadavole 
constituency during 
the difficult period. CM 
responded positively to 
his representations, the 
minister said.

Dasari Srnivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

MP Kesineni Sivanath 
(Chinni) called upon newly 
elected ZPTC and MPTC 
members to work with 
dedication, uphold people’s 
trust and give priority to 
village development. He 
congratulated the NDA 
candidates who emerged 
victorious in the recent 
local body elections.

Mylavaram MLA 
Vasantha Krishna Prasad 
organised an interaction 
and felicitation programme 
for newly elected Mu-
nicipal Councillors, ZPTC 
and MPTC members of 
Mylavaram Assembly Con-
stituency at his residence at 
Ithavaram in Nandigama 
Mandal in NTR district on 
Tuesday.

 The programme was 
attended by Nandigama 
MLA and Government 
Whip Tangirala Sowmya, 
NTR district TDP presi-
dent Gadde Anuradha, Jana 
Sena Party district presi-
dent Samineni Udayabhanu 

and other senior leaders.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, MP Kesineni Chinni 
said he had campaigned 
less in Mylavaram con-
stituency during the local 
body elections because of 
his confidence in MLA 
Krishna Prasad’s leadership 
and his efforts to address 
people’s problems. He said 
the NDA’s performance 
in NTR district, which he 
described as a 95% strike 
rate, was the result of the 
collective efforts of TDP, 
Jana Sena and BJP leaders 
and cadres. He urged alli-
ance workers to set aside 
personal differences and 
maintain unity.

MLA Vasantha Krishna 
Prasad said the alliance’s 
victories reflected the unity 
of the three parties and 
the confidence reposed in 
them by the people. He said 
the alliance had won 33 of 
the 40 seats contested in 
Kondapalli Municipality, 
62 of the 73 MPTC seats 
across the five mandals in 
the constituency and all 
five ZPTC seats.
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B Balaram, its secretary 
M Haribabu and senior 
Rythu Sangham leader Y 
Keshava Rao, unveiled the 
wall poster of the conven-
tion at Balotsav Bhavan in 
Vijayawada.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Prabhakar Reddy 
said the convention would 
discuss major challenges 
facing the agriculture sec-

tor and farmers across the 
country. A massive public 
meeting with around one 
lakh farmers would be 
organised on November 15. 
Former MP Brinda Karat, 
AIKS national president 
Ashok Dhawale, general 
secretary Vijoo Krishnan 
and former general sec-
retary Anan Mulla would 
participate.

Koulu Rythu Sangham 
State general secretary M 
Haribabu called upon farm-
ers and tenant cultivators 
from Andhra Pradesh to 
participate in the conven-
tion. He said the organi-
sations would conduct 
village-level campaigns and 
flag-hoisting programmes 
on November 14 and 15 to 
mobilise farmers.

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE 36th national conven-
tion of the All India Kisan 
Sabha (AIKS) will be held 
in Nalgonda, Telangana, 
from November 15 to 18, 
Andhra Pradesh Rythu 
Sangham State secre-
tary K Prabhakar Reddy 
announced on Tuesday.  
Prabhakar Reddy, along 
with State president V 
Krishnaiah, AP Koulu 
Rythu Sangham president 
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