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Hans News Service 
Guntur 

CHALAPATHI 
University will organise 
an inter-collegiate 
cricket tournament for 
intermediate students from 
November 23 to 25 at its 
Mothadaka campus. 
The tournament aims 
to identify sporting 
talent and promote 
teamwork, discipline and 
sportsmanship among 
students.  Participation is 
free, and interested junior 
colleges must register their 
teams by November 21.  

Each college can register 
a maximum of two teams, 
with 15 players each. Balls 
will be provided by the 

organisers.  The university 
appealed to junior colleges 
to encourage students to 
participate.

CHALAPATHI VARSITY TO
ORGANISE CRICKET TOURNEY

Chalapathi University vice-chancellor Prof BV Chowdary, 

registrar Prof N Rama Rao, deans and physical education 

directors releasing the brochure of the intercollegiate cricket 

tournament at a programme held at the university on Tuesday

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

BANK of Baroda has inaugu-
rated a specialised Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SME) 
Branch in Vijayawada, reaf-
firming its commitment to 
strengthening the MSME sec-
tor and supporting Andhra 
Pradesh’s economic growth.

The branch was inaugu-
rated by Sunil Kumar Sharma, 

Bank of Baroda opens 
specialised SME branch

Chief General Man-
ager – MSME Bank-
ing, co-lending and 
supply chain finance, 
Corporate Office, 
Mumbai, in the pres-
ence of MVS Sudha-
kar, general manager 
and zonal head, Hy-
derabad Zone, and SK 
Kiran Reddy, Deputy 
General Manager 
and Regional Head, 
Vijayawada Region. 
Local business lead-
ers, community rep-
resentatives and cus-
tomers also attended 
the programme.

The new branch 
assumes significance 
due to Vijayawada’s 
strategic proximity to 
Amaravati, the up-
coming capital city, 
which is expected to 
emerge as a major 
centre for infrastruc-
ture, commercial and 
economic activities.

Addressing the 
gathering, Sharma 
said the specialised 
branch would offer 
comprehensive finan-
cial services, includ-
ing working capital, 
term loans, project 
finance and custom-
ised credit facilities to 
existing and aspiring 
entrepreneurs.

He said the branch 
would cater to the di-
verse business poten-
tial of the Vijayawada-
Guntur-Amaravat i 
region, covering infra-
structure, construc-
tion, agro and food 
processing, rice mills, 
chilli and turmeric in-
dustries, textiles, han-
dlooms, aquaculture, 
engineering, manu-
facturing, logistics, 
healthcare and hospi-
tality sectors.

Hans News Service 
Narasaraopet

NARASARAOPET 
MP Lavu Sri Krishna 
Devarayalu met Union 
Minister for Commerce 
and Industry Piyush 
Goyal in New Delhi on 
Tuesday and submitted 
representations seeking 
immediate intervention 
in two key issues affect-
ing farmers, exporters 
and the manufactur-
ing sector in AP. 
He brought to the 
minister’s attention the 
problems faced by chilli 
exporters, particularly 
those from Palnadu 
district. He explained 
that more than 150 
containers carry-
ing Indian red chilli 
consignments had been 
stranded in Sri Lanka 
since August 2026 
due to disputes over 
permissible moisture 
content standards.
 Prolonged deten-
tion and rejection of 
consignments have 
affected the quality of 
the produce, causing 
substantial financial 
losses to exporters. 
He urged the Union 
Minister to initiate 
discussions with the Sri 
Lankan government to 
ensure the immediate 
release of the stranded 
consignments. 
He sought simplified 
testing procedures for 
chilli being re-imported 
into India and an agree-
ment between the two 
countries to recognise 
quality.

Centre urged 
to solve chilli 
export crisis


