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AGRICULTURAL crops 
over 4,61,194 hectares were 
damaged due to recent cy-
clones ‘Arnab’ and ‘Murasu’ 
in Andhra Pradesh. 

The cyclone also damaged 
horticultural crops across 
29,960 hectares.

Agriculture minister K 
Atchannaidu reviewed the 
damage caused to agricul-
tural and horticultural crops 
by the recent cyclones dur-
ing a teleconference with 
senior officials on Tuesday 
morning. Officials reported 
that, under the impact of 
Cyclone ‘Arnab’, crops over 

3,27,843 hectares suffered 
damage in 15 districts, af-
fecting 5,23,136 farmers. The 
damaged crop area was 30.05 
per cent of the 10,90,933 
hectares under cultivation 
in the affected districts. The 
officials estimated a produc-
tion loss of 9,78,091 tonnes, 
resulting in a financial loss of 
Rs 2,392.84 crore. 

In Dr B R Ambedkar 
Konaseema district alone, 
99.19 per cent of the culti-
vated area was damaged, af-
fecting 94,808 farmers and 
resulting in a financial loss 
of Rs 348.88 crore. The es-
timated requirements under 
the State Disaster Response 
Fund (SDRF) and the Na-
tional Disaster Response 
Fund (NDRF) are Rs 815.57 
crore and Rs 714.96 crore, 

respectively. 
Officials also reported 

that due to the impact of Cy-
clone ‘Murasu’, crops across 
1,33,351 hectares were dam-
aged across nine districts, 
affecting 186,269 farmers. 
The damaged crop area was 
23.71 per cent of the total 
cultivated area of 5,62,445 
hectares. The financial loss 
is estimated at Rs 816.53 
crore, with a production loss 
of 3,38,302 tonnes. The esti-
mated requirements under 
the SDRF and NDRF are Rs 
321.64 crore and Rs 266.67 
crore, respectively.

The officials also stated 
that due to Cyclone ‘Arnab’, 
23,211.48 hectares of hor-
ticultural crops were dam-
aged across 215 mandals and 
1,310 villages in 15 districts, 
affecting 58,990 farmers. 

Enumeration has been 
completed for 23,035.08 
hectares (99.24 per cent) 
involving 58,630 farmers. 
The enumeration for the 
remaining 176.40 hectares, 
involving 360 farmers, is still 
pending. Out of the 15 dis-

tricts, 14 have completed 100 
per cent of the enumeration, 
while Krishna district has 
reached 86.67 per cent.

Officials reported that due 
to the impact of Cyclone 
Murasu, 6,748.52 hectares 
of horticultural crops across 
106 mandals and 530 vil-
lages in eight districts were 
damaged, affecting 12,586 
farmers. So far, enumeration 
has been completed for only 
2,211.73 hectares (32.77 per 
cent) involving 3,392 farm-
ers, while the registration 
of 9,194 farmers covering 
4,536.79 hectares remains 
pending. 

Minister Atchannaidu 
directed officials to con-
duct a comprehensive 
field-level assessment of 
the damages caused by the 
two cyclones and to iden-
tify, on a district-wise basis,  
the remaining crop area and 
the number of farmers yet 
to be registered. He empha-
sised that the enumeration 
process must be expedited to 
ensure that no eligible farm-
er is left out.

Cyclones ravage crops 
in 4.61 lakh hectares
l	5.23 lakh farmers hit 

by Cyclone Arnab; 1.86 
lakh by Murasu.

l	Crop losses estimated 
at Rs 3,209 crore.

l	Agriculture minister 
Atchannaidu orders 
faster damage 
assessment to ensure 
farmer coverage

Abandoned by children, 80-yr-old’s 
plea for justice, dignity goes unheard

Miryala Rajani 
Jagtial 

IN a heartbreaking incident 
highlighting the plight of el-
derly people facing neglect 
within their own families, 
an 80-year-old man from 
Donkeshwaram village of 
Beerpur mandal has been 
running from pillar to post 
for the past four days, seek-
ing justice and a dignified 
place to live.

Raj Mallayya, a resident of 
Donkeshwaram village, lost 
his wife and is now strug-
gling to find support during 
the final stage of his life. De-
spite having four children, 
he alleges that none of them 
is willing to take responsibil-
ity for his care. While one of 
his children is settled in the 
United States, the other three 
live locally. He claims that 
he is not even being allowed 
into their houses and is being 
deprived of basic necessities 
such as food and shelter.

With no other option, 
Mallayya approached the 

Revenue Divisional Officer 
(RDO) and submitted a pe-
tition seeking intervention. 
Officials reportedly assured 
him that his children would 
be counselled to resolve the 
family dispute. However, 
no concrete action has been 
taken so far.

For the past four days, the 
elderly man has been visit-
ing the RDO office, waiting 
since morning until evening 
in the hope of receiving a so-
lution. On Tuesday, he once 
again waited until late even-

ing to meet the authorities. 
However, as there was no re-
sponse from the officials, he 
was left disappointed.

In a particularly distress-
ing scene, Mallayya, who 
is unable to walk without 
support, eventually left the 
office with the help of two 
walking sticks. Before leav-
ing, he reportedly pleaded 
with the staff to at least ar-
range admission to an old-
age home if his children 
were unwilling to provide 
him shelter. His helpless 

condition and repeated ap-
peals moved several peo-
ple present at the office. At 
an age when he should be 
spending his days in peace 
and comfort, the octogenar-
ian is being forced to wander 
from office to office seeking 
something as basic as food 
and shelter. The incident has 
raised serious concerns over 
the protection and welfare of 
senior citizens facing neglect 
by their own families. Locals 
have urged the authorities 
to intervene immediately, 
counsel his children and en-
sure that Mallayya receives 
proper care and protection. 
They have also appealed to 
officials to arrange admis-
sion to an old-age home 
without further delay if 
family reconciliation is not 
possible. For an 80-year-old 
man, the demand is neither 
property nor luxury. 

All he seeks is a few meals 
a day, a safe roof over his 
head and the dignity to 
spend the remaining years 
of his life in peace.

80-year-old Raj Mallayya waiting for the official to hear him, 
at RDO office in Jagtial on Tuesday

K Varaprasada Rao  
Amaravati

THE announcement by Jana 
Sena Party chief and Deputy 
Chief Minister K Pawan 
Kalyan that he and his 
wife Anna Lezhneva have 
decided to part ways has 
prompted the YSRCP and 
the TDP to move swiftly to 
prevent the personal matter 
from becoming a subject 
of political mudslinging on 
social media.

The YSRCP leadership 
has instructed its leaders, 
spokespersons, party cadre 
and social media activists 
not to comment on Pawan 
Kalyan’s personal life or 
circulate content relat-
ing to his separation. The 
directive, issued from the 
party’s central office follow-
ing instructions from party 
president Y S Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, calls for restraint in 
public discussions and on 
social media platforms.

The party has specifi-
cally cautioned its members 
against responding to posts, 
joining online discussions 
or sharing photographs, 
videos and other material 
concerning the personal 
lives of Pawan Kalyan and 
his family. Though the 
communication does not 
name him, its timing and 
contents make clear that it 
was issued in response to 
the announcement.

The TDP, an alliance 
partner of the Jana Sena 

Party, has also declared 
that it would not tolerate 
personal attacks or deroga-
tory comments concerning 
the private lives of leaders 
belonging to either the alli-
ance or the YSRCP. 

Its IT wing, ITDP, warned 
that disciplinary action 
would be taken if such 
remarks were found to have 
been made through social 
media accounts affiliated 
with it. It also clarified that 
it would not be responsi-
ble for personal opinions 
expressed by individuals.

Pawan Kalyan and Anna 
Lezhneva announced their 
decision on Monday night 
through a joint statement, 
saying they had chosen to 
separate by mutual under-
standing and respect after 
sharing a significant part of 
their lives. They said that 
although their marriage had 
come to an end, they would 
remain good friends and 
devoted parents, with their 
children’s happiness and 
well-being remaining their 
priority.  
The couple did not disclose 
the reasons for their deci-
sion and appealed to the 
public and well-wishers to 
respect their privacy during 
this personal transition. The 
statement was circulated 
in their names, though the 
announcement was not 
carried on Pawan Kalyan’s 
official social media handle 
or the Jana Sena Party’s of-
ficial account.

Parties rein in cadre as Pawan 
announces separation from wife


