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Telangana Cong pauses media wing 
appointments; sparks buzz in party

Venkateshwarlu  
Kolishetty 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana Congress has 
put its newly announced ap-
pointments to the party me-
dia wing on hold within 24 
hours, triggering confusion 
and speculation within party 
circles. The decision to sus-
pend the appointments was an-
nounced on Tuesday through 
the party official X account, 
stating that orders would re-
main suspended until further 
instructions.

The appointments, an-
nounced on Monday, covered 
media panelists, media coordi-
nators, and official spokesper-
sons for press briefings and tel-
evision debates. It is learnt that 
TPCC President B Mahesh Ku-

mar Goud lodged a complaint 
with Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday, 
expressing displeasure over the 
release of the list without his 
prior knowledge. 

Rahul Gandhi reportedly 
asked AICC Media Depart-
ment Chairman Pawan Khera 
to look into the matter. Follow-

ing discussions, Pawan Khera 
is learnt to have given Mahesh 
Kumar Goud approval to put 
the appointments on hold, 
prompting the TPCC leader-
ship to suspend the list tempo-
rarily.

The original list was issued by 
Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy, 
MP and Chairman of the TPCC 
Media and Publicity Depart-
ment, stating it was released 
under the directions of TPCC 
President Mahesh Kumar Goud 
and AICC Media Chairman 
Pawan Khera. The controver-
sial appointments included 16 
media panelists, a four-mem-
ber media coordination team, 
and 49 official spokespersons, 
alongside elevating all existing 
TPCC spokespersons to senior 
spokespersons with immediate 
effect.
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Bhatti asks banks to provide 
adequate loans to farmers

Patan Afzal Babu 
Hyderabad

AMID El Niño weather conditions, 
the State government has appealed 
to banks to provide adequate agricul-
tural credit during the ensuing Rabi 
season. At the State Level Bankers’ 
Committee (SLBC) meeting on Tues-
day, Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti 
Vikramarka called upon bankers to 
take the initiative to ease the financial 
burden on farmers caused by El Niño 
conditions.

The Deputy Chief Minister said 

the farming community had been 
hit the hardest by the prevailing situ-
ation. He urged banks to focus on 
restructuring loans and explore the 
possibility of adjusting interest rates 
to provide relief to farmers.

“A failed monsoon must not be-
come a failed relationship between 
a farmer and his bank,” Bhatti said, 
adding that the all-time peak power 
demand of 20,018 MW recorded on 
October 16 reflected farmers' deter-
mination to save their crops.

Stating that El Niño had brought 
climate risks directly into the lives 
and livelihoods of farmers, he said 
the prevailing situation called for the 
SLBC and all participants at the meet-
ing to pledge their support to people 
during these challenging times. He 
stressed that the government would 
not allow people to suffer.

To ensure employment oppor-
tunities amid the distress in the 
agriculture sector, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said the Telangana 
government had set a target of Rs 
15,000 crore under the VB G RAM 
G scheme, with the State contribut-
ing 40 per cent of the funds.

He urged banks to examine eligi-
ble loan accounts for restructuring 
and rescheduling under applicable 
RBI guidelines and proactively ex-
plain the available relief measures 

to beneficiaries.
“A farmer should not have to be-

come an expert in banking circulars 
to receive the benefit of one,” Vikra-
marka said.

Calling upon district-level officials 
to coordinate with banks and organ-
ise outreach programmes in affected 
mandals, he said decisions taken 
ahead of the Rabi season would de-
termine whether affected farmers 
could resume sowing with confi-
dence.

“The agriculture calendar does not 
wait for the financial calendar. And 
rescheduling previous loans is just 
part of the answer. Eligible farmers 
also need timely, need-based fresh 
credit,” the Deputy Chief Minister 
said.

He also urged banks to support the 
Rajiv Yuva Vikasam scheme, sched-
uled to be launched on November 19, 
which aims to benefit unemployed 
youth in the State.

Expressing concern over the pos-
sibility of liquidity shortages in ru-
ral areas due to drought conditions, 
Bhatti said banks could address the 
issue by increasing lending to wom-
en's Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

“If banks can add Rs 2 lakh for 
each SHG, this can result in the cir-
culation of money in villages and 
spur the rural economy,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka speaking at the State Level Bankers’ Committee meeting in Hyderabad on Tuesday
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Dr Dastagir Shareef receives honorary 
doctorate for FMCG leadership

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

DR Dastagir A Shareef has been 
conferred an honorary doctorate in 
Strategic Management, Marketing 
and Sales Leadership by the Global 
Human Rights Trust (GHRT Inter-
national), in recognition of his over 
three decades of professional excel-
lence in the Fast-Moving Consumer 
Goods (FMCG) industry.

The honour acknowledges his ex-
pertise in trade marketing, sales man-
agement and direct and indirect dis-
tribution. During his distinguished 
career, he has worked with several 
renowned multinational brands, in-
cluding Tang, Kraft, Oreo, Cadbury, 
Toblerone, Milka, Maxwell House, 
Ritz and NADEC.

He has also received several inter-

national awards across the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) re-
gion for excellence in FMCG opera-
tions. Expressing happiness over the 
recognition, Dr Shareef said the hon-

our marked the culmination of more 
than 30 years of dedicated service and 
renewed his motivation to contribute 
to society and inspire the younger 
generation, particularly Gen Z.

Dr Dastagir A Shareef displays his honorary doctorate certificate in Strategic 
Management, Marketing and Sales Leadership, conferred by the Global 

Human Rights Trust (GHRT International), in recognition of his over three 

decades of excellence in the FMCG industry

Make Khelo India Games a national 
showcase for Telangana: Minister

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

SPORTS Minister Vakiti 
Srihari on Tuesday directed 
officials to ensure the suc-
cessful conduct of the Khelo 
India Youth Games–2026, 
showcasing Telangana’s 
prestige at the national 
level. Addressing a meeting 
with Deputy Collectors and 
Sports Department officials 
at Tourist Plaza, Begumpet, 
he credited Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy’s efforts for 
securing the opportunity to 
host the national sporting 
event.

The Minister urged of-
ficials to work with respon-
sibility, coordination and 
proper planning, improve 

sports infrastructure for fu-
ture generations and achieve 
better results without unnec-
essary expenditure. He said 
Deputy Collectors were be-
ing given full powers to en-
sure effective arrangements.

Calling for a stronger 
sports culture, Srihari urged 
officials to steer youth away 
from excessive social media 
use and online betting and 
encourage participation in 
sports.

Special Chief Secretary 
Vani Prasad said `203 crore 
was being spent on arrange-
ments, including `120 crore 
for infrastructure develop-
ment. Sports Authority MD 
Sonibala Devi said 11 stadi-
ums were ready, while works 
were underway at five others.

Sports Minister Vakiti Srihari speaking at the meeting in 

Hyderabad on Tuesday

RULES FOR THEE, 
BUT NOT FOR ME?
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Hans News Service 
Hyderabad 

HYDERABAD will host the 
prestigious Bharat Summit for 
the second time from Novem-
ber 12 to 14, bringing together 
over 1,000 policymakers, think-
tank experts, and social activ-
ists representing 70 countries. 

Speaking to media personnel 
on Tuesday, TPCC Media and 
Publicity Cell chairman and 
Bhongir MP Chamala Kiran 
Kumar Reddy stated that host-
ing the summit is a matter of 
immense pride for Telangana.

The MP highlighted that the 
international summit will pro-
vide a crucial platform for glob-

al policy discussions and delib-
erations regarding India future 
path. Leader of the Opposition 
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, 
Chief Minister A Revanth Red-
dy, and Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka are 
scheduled to address the event.

Chamala observed that Hy-
derabad has evolved beyond 

its traditional identity as an 
IT and pharmaceutical hub 
into a prime destination for 
international policy dialogues. 
He emphasized that the city 
cultural diversity, technologi-
cal strengths, youthful demo-
graphic, global connectiv-
ity, and modern infrastructure 
make it an attractive and secure 
destination for international 
visitors. Hosting the summit 
will significantly benefit Tel-
angana by attracting foreign 
investments, boosting local 
tourism, and enhancing global 
recognition for Hyderabad.

1,000 delegates from 70 
countries for Bharat Summit
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Kishan Reddy calls for 
intensified exploration 
of rare-earth minerals

HYDERABAD: Union Minister for Coal and Mines 
G Kishan Reddy has stressed the need to intensify the 
exploration of rare-earth elements and critical miner-
als to strengthen India’s mineral security and reduce 
dependence on other countries. Along with Malkaj-
giri MP Eatala Rajender, he on Tuesday inaugurated 
three major facilities at the Geological Survey of In-
dia Training Institute (GSITI) at Bandlaguda-Nagole 
in Hyderabad. The facilities include the International 
Hostel (Nalanda and Takshashila), Advanced Geo-
physical Data Processing Laboratory and Digital Stu-
dio.Following the inauguration, the leaders inspected 
the facilities and reviewed the infrastructure devel-
oped to strengthen the institute’s training, research 
and capacity-building activities.

Addressing the gathering, Kishan Reddy highlight-
ed the crucial role of the minerals and mining sector 
in India’s journey towards becoming a developed na-
tion. Recalling the Geological Survey of India’s (GSI) 
176-year legacy and its contribution to geological 
surveys, he emphasised the importance of the Na-
tional Critical Mineral Mission. He called for acceler-
ating exploration, particularly in areas with potential 
critical mineral deposits, and deploying dedicated 
teams to expedite surveys and ensure timely prepara-
tion and auction of mineral blocks. Referring to ex-
ploration activities across the country, including the 
Siwana Ring Complex in Rajasthan, he stressed the 
need to focus on heavy rare-earth elements and other 
critical minerals.


