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Dasari Srnivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

THE contrasting security 
arrangements made by the 
police at the Zilla Parishad 
Territorial Constituency 
(ZPTC) and Mandal Pari-
shad Territorial Constitu-
ency (MPTC) nomination 
centres in Vijayawada have 
triggered a debate, with can-
didates and political leaders 
questioning the restrictions 
imposed on public move-
ment near the Vijayawada 
Rural Mandal Parishad of-
fice.

The NTR district admin-
istration has set up the Re-
turning Officer’s office for 
the 16 ZPTC constituencies 
at the newly established Zilla 
Parishad meeting hall on the 
Panchayat Raj premises, ad-

jacent to the Joint Collector’s 
office on Mahatma Gandhi 
Road, popularly known as 
Bandar Road. As the newly 
constituted NTR district 
comprises 16 rural mandals, 
this is the first election to the 

NTR Zilla Parishad.
At the ZPTC nomination 

centre, Suryaraopet police 
made security arrangements 
while allowing regular traffic 
to continue on Bandar Road, 
one of the city’s busiest thor-

oughfares. Candidates arriv-
ing from different mandals 
with their supporters were 
provided space along the 
roadside for parking, while 
supporters were allowed to 
wait on the footpath.

Despite the presence of 
several key government of-
fices in the vicinity, includ-
ing the Collectorate, Joint 
Collector’s office, and the 
Engineer-in-Chief ’s office of 
the Panchayat Raj and Rural 
Development department, 
traffic movement on Bandar 
Road remained largely unaf-
fected.

In contrast, the security 
arrangements near the Vi-
jayawada Rural Mandal 
Parishad Development Of-
fice (MPDO) drew criti-
cism from candidates and 
political leaders. Citing 

clashes in the Rayalaseema 
region, Governorpet police 
erected barricades around 
the office and closed routes 
connecting Gandhi Nagar, 
Challapalli Bungalow and 
Lenin Centre, restricting the 
movement of vehicles and 
the public.

The restrictions report-
edly affected two-wheelers 
and even APSRTC buses, 
causing considerable incon-
venience to commuters trav-
elling towards the railway 
station, Nuzvid and other 
areas. Candidates and politi-
cal party leaders, including 
those from the TDP, BJP 
and YSRCP, alleged that the 
restrictions were excessive. 
Media personnel also com-
plained that they were not 
allowed access to the nomi-
nation centre.

Contrasting security at ZPTC, MPTC nomination centres

A peaceful atmosphere prevails at the Returning Officer’s 
office for NTR Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency 
elections at the Zilla Parishad office on Bandar Road in 
Vijayawada on Thursday

MV Syam Sundar 
Vijayawada

AAKASH Education Ser-
vices Limited (AESL) has 
launched Aakash INVIC-
TUS – Engineering 2.0, a 
performance-driven aca-
demic architecture designed 
to optimise student success 
in JEE Main, JEE Advanced, 
BITSAT, and State CETs.

Built by top rank-produc-
ing faculty, the programme 
is structured around six core 
pillars: an outcome-focused 
approach, expert faculty, re-
search-backed study mate-
rial, intelligent testing with 
deep analysis, a transparent 
growth map, and compre-
hensive beyond-classroom 

mentorship, including 
JoSAA counseling.

To cater to diverse learn-
ing styles, INVICTUS in-
troduces four specialised 
batches: Ace, Achiever, Ac-
celerator, and Apex.

Following successful tri-
als that yielded remarkable 
results in JEE 2026, AESL is 

rolling out the program na-
tionwide across all branch-
es, starting with existing 
students.

“We are bringing Aakash 
INVICTUS to every student 
nationwide, ensuring excel-
lence is no longer exclusive,” 
said Chandra Sekhar Reddy 
Garisa, MD & CEO, AESL.

Aakash INVICTUS – 
Engg 2.0 launched

K Varaprasada Rao 
Amaravati

Dr Ambati Naga Rad-
hakrishna Yadav, president 
of the YSRCP Doctors’ Wing, 
has alleged that the software-
based counselling process 
introduced from the second 
round of MBBS admissions 
in Andhra Pradesh is deny-
ing eligible BC, SC and ST 
students a fair opportunity to 
secure seats under the open 
competition category.

Radhakrishna called for 
an urgent audit of round-
wise seat allotment data, 
candidates’ preferences and 
the rules embedded in the 
software to establish whether 
the admission guidelines and 
GO Ms Nos 550 and 102 had 
been violated.

He said the government 
should immediately pre-

serve all relevant counselling 
records to ensure that the 
process could be examined 
thoroughly. The inquiry find-
ings should be made public, 
and any irregularities estab-
lished during the investiga-
tion should be rectified, with 
appropriate relief provided to 
eligible students affected by 
them.

He further demanded 
strict legal action against 
those responsible if viola-
tions or deliberate manipula-
tion of the counselling pro-
cess were established. “Every 
day of delay risks further in-
justice to deserving students. 
The government must act 
immediately, fix accountabil-
ity and ensure that no eligible 
BC, SC or ST student loses a 
rightful opportunity because 
of flaws in the counselling 
system,” he said.

 MBBS ADMISSIONS

Injustice to BC, SC, 
ST students: YSRCP

Deekshitula  
Subrahmanyam  

Rajamahendravaram 

THE staff of Veeravalli Toll 
Plaza, operated by National 
Highways Infra Trust un-
der the National Highways 
Authority of India, donated 
an advanced water purifier 
and chairs worth around Rs 
one lakh to the Nallajerla 
Primary Health Centre as 
part of their corporate so-
cial responsibility initiative. 
The equipment was handed 
over to the health centre 
on Thursday by National 
Highways Authority Gen-
eral Manager (Operations) 
Chundru Krishna Rao at 
a programme held on the 
PHC premises.

The donation was ap-

preciated by several peo-
ple, who lauded the efforts 
and generosity of toll plaza 
manager S Ramesh and his 
team. The programme was 
held under the leadership 
of PHC chief medical officer 
Dr Mohammed Sirajud-

din. Community Health 
Officer Nemani Venkata 
Sastry expressed sincere 
gratitude to the donors 
for extending support 
to the health centre and 
helping improve facilities 
for patients.

Toll plaza staff donate 
water purifier, chairs to PHC

Veeravalli Toll Plaza staff handing over water purifier and 
chairs to Nallajerla Primary Health Centre

VL Syamsundar 
Guntur

BAPATLA district revenue 
officer S Lavanna said that SR 
Sankaran was an IAS officer 
who worked with integrity, 
honesty, humility, selflessness 
and commitment. On the oc-
casion of the 92nd birth anni-
versary of Sankaran, a garland 
was placed at his statue on 
the Collectorate premises in 
Bapatla on Thursday under 

the auspices of the Forum for 
Better Bapatla. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Lavanna said that Sankaran 
is a symbol of values and a 
synonym for humanity. Fo-
rum secretary Dr PC Sai Babu 
explained that the compas-
sion and kindness shown 
by Sankaran towards the 
poor and fellow employees 
is indescribable and that his 
life is exemplary for today’s  
generation.

Tributes paid to Sankaran

YSRCP seeks removal 
of DGP, Kurnool IG

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

YSRCP urged the State 
Election Commission 
(SEC) to remove the 
director general of police 
(DGP) and Kurnool 
Range DIG Koya Praveen 
from election-related 
duties, alleging partisan 
policing and failure to 
ensure free and fair local 
body elections.

In a representation 
submitted by party 
general secretary and 
MLC Lella Appi Reddy, 
the party sought an 
independent inquiry, 
disciplinary action if the 
allegations are proved, 
and deployment of 
neutral police officials. 
A copy was sent to the 
Election Commission of 
India.

The complaint follows 
the Supreme Court’s 
October 21 order on 
alleged irregularities 
and violence during 
nominations. The court 
directed the SEC to 

consider extending 
nomination deadlines 
where candidates were 
prevented from filing 
papers and asked the 
DGP to ensure police 
protection and CCTV 
coverage at nomination 
centres.

The YSRCP alleged 
that these safeguards 
were not effectively 
implemented in several 
places, including Kadapa, 
Kurnool, Tirupati and 
Piduguralla. It claimed 
candidates were assaulted 
or obstructed and alleged 
that over 63.5 per cent 
of its candidates were 
prevented from filing 
nominations in 19 of the 
state’s 100 Urban Local 
Bodies. The party also 
alleged violations of 
police transfer norms and 
selective registration of 
cases against opposition 
workers. It urged the SEC 
to deploy neutral officers, 
appoint independent 
observers and strengthen 
security for the remaining 
local body elections.


