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Heavy rains bring relief 
to Nellore farmers 

M Srinivasa Rao 
Nellore

FARMERS in Nellore dis-
trict heaved a sigh of relief 
on Thursday as thunder-
storms accompanied by 
lightning swept across the 
region, ending days of hot 
and humid weather.Nellore 
city and surrounding areas, 
including Kovur, Bogole, 
Kavali and Kodavalur, 
received welcome showers 
that cooled temperatures 
and offered respite to resi-
dents and cultivators alike. 

While the sudden 
downpour disrupted traffic 
at several places, including 
Gandhi Bomma Centre in 
Nellore city, the rains were 
widely welcomed.

According to Mete-
orological Department, the 
district recorded an average 
rainfall of 27.3 mm across 
36 mandals on Thursday. 
This comes against the 

month’s total rainfall of 117 
mm for October. Man-
ubolumandal registered 
the highest rainfall at 66.2 
mm, while drought-prone 
Seetharamapuram received 

5.2 mm and Nellore urban 
area recorded 9.2 mm.

Agriculture department 
officials said the showers 
would benefit ongoing farm 
operations in the district. 

They expressed hope for 
more rain in the coming 
days, noting that Novem-
ber is typically a cyclonic 
month for the Nellore 
region.

Traffic disrupted at Gandhi Bomma Centre in Nellore city on Thursday

RASS women groups  
celebrate Vijayadashami

Vani Mallela 
Tirupati 

RASHTRIYA SevaSamiti 
(RASS) women savings 
groups organised a grand Vi-
jayadashami celebration here 
on Thursday, with around 
250 women participating in 
prayers to Goddess Durga 
amid Vedic chanting and 
spiritual fervour.

Retired Ruia Hospital 
Superintendent Dr Bharati, 
who attended as the chief 
guest, said Vijayadashami 
symbolises the victory of 
good over evil. She explained 
that Goddess Durga was cre-
ated by the gods to vanquish 
demons and urged women 
to take part in collective 
worship to promote social 
development.Dr Bharati also 
advised women above 30 to 
undergo early screening for 
uterine, oral and breast can-
cer. She encouraged eligible 
women to avail themselves 
of the free vaccine provided 

by the government.
Chennai Mahaveer 

Foundation representative 
Satyamurthy praised RASS 
for its efforts in empower-

ing women through various 
service activities.

RASS project director V 
Nagaraju appealed to parents 
to educate their children 

without gender discrimina-
tion and announced that 
loans would be extended to 
support members’ business 
ventures.

RSS women group members celebrating Vijayadashami in Tirupati on Thursady

MV Syam Sundar 
Vijayawada

THE National SARAS 
Aajeevika Mela 2026 
at Punnami Ghat here, 
witnessed a captivating cul-
tural evening with a vibrant 
Kuchipudi dance perfor-
mance by Natya Tarangini 
Dance Academy, Andhra 
Pradesh. The performance 
showcased the rich classical 
dance heritage of Andhra 
Pradesh through graceful 
movements, expressive 

storytelling and traditional 
artistry. It attracted thou-
sands of visitors, adding a 
festive and cultural dimen-
sion to the National SARAS 
Mela. 
The cultural programme 
enhanced visitor engage-
ment and contributed to 
increased footfall at the 
Mela, creating greater op-
portunities for Self-Help 
Group (SHG) women 
entrepreneurs and rural 
artisans to showcase and 
sell their products. The 

enthusiastic response from 
visitors further strength-
ened the Mela’s role as a 
platform for promoting 
rural livelihoods, women-
led enterprises and India’s 
diverse cultural traditions. 
The National SARAS Mela, 
organised to promote 
products made by SHG 
women and rural artisans 
from across the country, 
continues to bring together 
culture, commerce  
and community  
empowerment here.

CLASSICAL DANCE  
A FEAST FOR EYES

Political tensions escalate as  
TDP, YSRCP trade charges, blows

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirupati

ALLEGATIONS of attacks 
on party workers, forcible 
obstruction of candidates 
and protests over nomina-
tion procedures kept the 
political atmosphere tense 
across Annamayya, Chittoor 
and Tirupati districts on 
Thursday, the second day of 
filing nominations for ZPTC 
and MPTC elections.

The Telugu Desam-led 
alliance and opposition 
YSRCP traded charges at 
several locations, while 
police stepped up security to 
prevent further clashes dur-
ing nomination process.

In Thamballapalle constitu-
ency of Annamayya district, 
TDP accused YSRCP sup-
porters of attacking its work-
ers in PTM, Thamballapalle 

and Peddamandyammandals. 

Several TDP workers report-
edly sustained bleeding in-
juries in the incidents. Based 
on the complaint, police 
registered an attempt to mur-
der case and began searching 
for the alleged attackers, who 
were said to be absconding.

Tensions also surfaced 
in Chandragiri constitu-
ency, where TDP and YSRCP 

leaders engaged in heated 

arguments in Chinnagot-
tigallumandal despite the 
presence of police personnel. 
In neighbouring Ramachan-
drapurammandal, YSRCP 
leaders alleged that TDP 
leaders were preventing their 
candidates from submitting 
nomination papers. Protest-
ing against the alleged ob-
struction, MPTC candidates 

took to the road, disrupting 
traffic on the Tirupati-Pichu-
kalavalsa route.

Another controversy 
erupted in Srirangara-
japurammandal of Chittoor 
district, where allegations 
were raised that nomination 
papers belonging to MPTC 
candidate SirishaGuruvared-
dy had been forcibly taken 
away. The incident prompted 
demands for a thorough 
inquiry and action against 
those responsible.

Amid the political con-
frontations, an independent 
candidate drew attention in 
Tirupati with an unusual ap-
proach to filing her nomina-
tion.  Subhadra, contesting 
from Chiguruwada, arrived 
with approximately Rs 6,000 
collected in one-rupee coins 
from villagers. She said local 
residents had contributed 
the coins to support her can-
didature and highlight the 
problems faced by their area, 
which she claimed had not 
received adequate attention.

Meanwhile, nomination 
process was accompanied by 
allegations of police restric-
tions on opposition leaders. 
YSRCP representatives 
claimed that several party 
leaders were being placed 
under house arrest, raising 

concerns over their ability 
to participate freely in the 
electoral process.

Former Chandragiri MLA 
ChevireddyBhaskar Reddy 
was arrested on Wednesday 
after staging a protest out-
side the TirupatiCollector-
ate along with his sons and 
party candidates. His arrest 
added to political friction 
between the two parties as 
nominations continued.

The latest incidents came 
a day after violence marred 
the opening day of nomina-
tions in Punganur. Work-
ers of rival political parties 
allegedly attacked each other 
with stones and sticks, leav-
ing several people injured 
and vehicles damaged. In a 
separate incident, a vehicle 
was reportedly set on fire 
in Thottambedumandal of 
Srikalahasti constituency.

With allegations of 
intimidation and violence 
emerging from multiple 
constituencies, the nomina-
tion process has become a 
fresh flashpoint in the rivalry 
between the TDP-led alli-
ance and the YSRCP. Police 
continued security arrange-
ments at identified sensitive 
locations to maintain order 
and facilitate the filing of 
nominations.

l	TDP alleges YSRCP 
workers attacked 
its party workers 
in three mandals 
of Thamballapalle 
constituency, leaving 
several injured

l	Police register 
attempt to murder 
case on the accused

An injured TDP worker is carried away by fellow activists after 
clashes in PTM mandal in Annamayya district on Thursday.


