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Heavy rains bring relief 
to Nellore farmers 

M Srinivasa Rao 
Nellore

FARMERS in Nellore dis-
trict heaved a sigh of relief 
on Thursday as thunder-
storms accompanied by 
lightning swept across the 
region, ending days of hot 
and humid weather.Nellore 
city and surrounding areas, 
including Kovur, Bogole, 
Kavali and Kodavalur, 
received welcome showers 
that cooled temperatures 
and offered respite to resi-
dents and cultivators alike. 

While the sudden 
downpour disrupted traffic 
at several places, including 
Gandhi Bomma Centre in 
Nellore city, the rains were 
widely welcomed.

According to Mete-
orological Department, the 
district recorded an average 
rainfall of 27.3 mm across 
36 mandals on Thursday. 
This comes against the 

month’s total rainfall of 117 
mm for October. Man-
ubolumandal registered 
the highest rainfall at 66.2 
mm, while drought-prone 
Seetharamapuram received 

5.2 mm and Nellore urban 
area recorded 9.2 mm.

Agriculture department 
officials said the showers 
would benefit ongoing farm 
operations in the district. 

They expressed hope for 
more rain in the coming 
days, noting that Novem-
ber is typically a cyclonic 
month for the Nellore 
region.

Traffic disrupted at Gandhi Bomma Centre in Nellore city on Thursday

RASS women groups  
celebrate Vijayadashami

Vani Mallela 
Tirupati 

RASHTRIYA SevaSamiti 
(RASS) women savings 
groups organised a grand Vi-
jayadashami celebration here 
on Thursday, with around 
250 women participating in 
prayers to Goddess Durga 
amid Vedic chanting and 
spiritual fervour.

Retired Ruia Hospital 
Superintendent Dr Bharati, 
who attended as the chief 
guest, said Vijayadashami 
symbolises the victory of 
good over evil. She explained 
that Goddess Durga was cre-
ated by the gods to vanquish 
demons and urged women 
to take part in collective 
worship to promote social 
development.Dr Bharati also 
advised women above 30 to 
undergo early screening for 
uterine, oral and breast can-
cer. She encouraged eligible 
women to avail themselves 
of the free vaccine provided 

by the government.
Chennai Mahaveer 

Foundation representative 
Satyamurthy praised RASS 
for its efforts in empower-

ing women through various 
service activities.

RASS project director V 
Nagaraju appealed to parents 
to educate their children 

without gender discrimina-
tion and announced that 
loans would be extended to 
support members’ business 
ventures.

RSS women group members celebrating Vijayadashami in Tirupati on Thursady

MV Syam Sundar 
Vijayawada

THE National SARAS 
Aajeevika Mela 2026 
at Punnami Ghat here, 
witnessed a captivating cul-
tural evening with a vibrant 
Kuchipudi dance perfor-
mance by Natya Tarangini 
Dance Academy, Andhra 
Pradesh. The performance 
showcased the rich classical 
dance heritage of Andhra 
Pradesh through graceful 
movements, expressive 

storytelling and traditional 
artistry. It attracted thou-
sands of visitors, adding a 
festive and cultural dimen-
sion to the National SARAS 
Mela. 
The cultural programme 
enhanced visitor engage-
ment and contributed to 
increased footfall at the 
Mela, creating greater op-
portunities for Self-Help 
Group (SHG) women 
entrepreneurs and rural 
artisans to showcase and 
sell their products. The 

enthusiastic response from 
visitors further strength-
ened the Mela’s role as a 
platform for promoting 
rural livelihoods, women-
led enterprises and India’s 
diverse cultural traditions. 
The National SARAS Mela, 
organised to promote 
products made by SHG 
women and rural artisans 
from across the country, 
continues to bring together 
culture, commerce  
and community  
empowerment here.

CLASSICAL DANCE  
A FEAST FOR EYES

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

THE Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation (VMC) mayoral 
election has attracted con-
siderable political atten-
tion, with three prominent 
personalities entering the 
fray for the prestigious post. 
The candidates, representing 
different political and profes-
sional backgrounds, are set 
to make the contest keenly 
watched in the city.

The NDA has backed Jana 
Sena Party candidate and 
former MLA Vangaveeti 
Radhakrishna, popularly 
known as Vangaveeti Radha, 
for the Vijayawada Mayor’s 
post. He is the son of former 
MLA Vangaveeti Mohana 
Ranga Rao and former 
legislator Chennupati Ratna 
Kumari. Radha was elected 
to the Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly from Vijayawada East 
as a Congress candidate in 
2004.

He later contested from 
Vijayawada Central on a 
Praja Rajyam Party ticket in 
2009 and from Vijayawada 
East on a YSRCP ticket 
in 2014, losing on both 
occasions. Before the 2019 
Assembly elections, he left 

the YSRCP and joined the 
TDP. As part of the seat-
sharing arrangement within 
the NDA, the Vijayawada 
Mayor’s post was allot-
ted to the Jana Sena Party. 
Although Radha had been 
aspiring for the Mayor’s 
post from the beginning, he 
initially remained with the 
TDP. He subsequently quit 
the TDP and joined the Jana 
Sena Party. Later, Deputy 
Chief Minister and Jana Sena 
chief K Pawan Kalyan an-
nounced Radha’s candidature 
for the Vijayawada Mayor’s 
post. After a gap of 12 years, 
Radha has returned to the 
electoral arena, this time 
seeking the Mayor’s post. He 
is campaigning alongside 
NDA leaders, seeking an op-

portunity to serve the public 
and invoking the public 
service legacy of his parents.

The YSRCP has fielded 
former Mayor Rayana 
Bhagya Lakshmi, who held 
the office from 2021 to 2026. 
Drawing on her experience 
in municipal administra-
tion, she is highlighting the 
work undertaken during 
her five-year tenure while 
criticising what she describes 
as shortcomings in the NDA 
government’s two years in 
power. The third candidate, 
retired IPS officer and former 
Intelligence chief AB Ven-
kateswara Rao, is contesting 
as an independent with the 
support of the CPI, CPM 
and Congress. His candi-
dature has added a distinct 

dimension to the contest, 
bringing a former senior 
police officer into the race 
for the city’s top civic post. 
The three candidates have 
distinct political and profes-
sional backgrounds, making 
the mayoral contest a closely 
watched event. Their respec-
tive support bases, public 
profiles and political net-
works are expected to shape 
the campaign as Vijayawada 
prepares for the municipal 
polls. With the three promi-
nent candidates in the race, 
the VMC mayoral election 
has become a focal point of 
political discussion, with 
the outcome drawing keen 
interest among residents and 
political observers.

Three prominent faces in 
race for mayors post

TDP, BJP support Jana 
Sena Party candidate and 
former MLA Vangaveeti 
Radhakrishna

YSRCP candidate and 
former Mayor Rayana 
Bhagya Lakshmi

CPI, CPM and Congress 
support independent 
candidate and retired IPS 
officer AB Venkateswara Rao

Vanteru to contest 
from Nellore Rural

M Srinivasa Rao 
Nellore

FORMER MLA Vanteru 
Venugopal Reddy is set to 
contest as Telugu De-
sam Party candidate for 
Zilla Parishad Territorial 
Constituency (ZPTC) from 
Nellore Rural. 

According to reliable 
sources, the party lead-
ership has finalised his 
candidature with the ap-
proval of Nellore Rural MLA 
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy 
and TDP State spokesper-
son Kotamreddy Giridhar 
Reddy. Kavali former MLA 
and senior political leader 
Vantere Venugopal Reddy’s 
decision to contest from Nel-
lore Rural came as a surprise 
to many political observers, 
as his name is prominently 
being discussed in connec-
tion with ZP Chairperson 
position. Strong political 
influence of Kotamreddy 
brothers in Nellore Rural 
and favourable electoral 
prospects are believed to 
have influenced his decision 
to enter the fray from the 
constituency.

It may be recalled that 
Anam Arunamma, wife of 
Anam Vijaya Kumar Reddy 
(Present Nellore city YSRCP 
Mayoral candidate) won 
from Nellore Rural ZPTC 
and became Nellore ZP 
Chairperson in 2022 local 
body elections.


