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Don’t need permission to hoist national flag: Bora

NATION\SPORTS

All India Students’ Association (AISA) president Neha Bora on
Thursday moved the Delhi High Court challenging a police notice
directing her to execute a bond for maintaining peace before a
special executive magjstrate.
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Equal before law? Ask the convict and the undertrial
In the same week that an Indian prison system holds thousands of

undertrials who have never been convicted of anything, the Allahabad
High Court opened its doors wide for a man convicted of murder, so
that he may contest an election, possibly on a ruling-party ticket.
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Govt proposes mandatory emergency braking systems for new cars by 2030

BUSINESS

The Road Ministry has proposed mandating Advanced Emergency
Braking Systems (AEBS) for all new car models starting October 2030
to curb road accidents.The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH), in a draft notification dated October 19, 2026
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NETERTAINMENT

Shruti Haasan charms in pearl-embroidered attire

Actress and singer Shruti Haasan stunned in a two-piece pearl-
embroidered outfit in a desert background. The star flaunted a
strappy top with scalloped edges and mirror embroidery. Shruti

Haasan'’s long skirt had a slit at the side

Simultaneously published from Hyderabad | Warangal | Tirupati | Vijayawada | Visakhapatnam | Khammam | Kurnool | Delhi: RNI No: DELENG/2017/74095
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Sonia Gandhi
makes Insta debut

NEW DELHI: Congress Par-
liamentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi made her In-
stagram debut on Thursday
with a post on her upcom-
ing book, which she said is a
"story of love, duty, loss and
finding a place to belong".
This is Gandhi's first foray
into social media as over the
years she has maintained
her distance from it with the
Congress' X handle being the
forum on which she released
her video statements or other
messages and letters that she
wished to make public. Gan-
dhi immediately followed the
Instagram accounts of her
son Rahul and daughter Pri-
yanka, along with that of the
party. All top Congress lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi,
who are on Instagram started
following the former Con-
gress president's account.

13 women face
death in Iran

TEHRAN: At least 13 young
women are in prison, sub-
jected to torture and fac-
ing execution for protesting
against the Iranian regime.
The Washington-based Ab-
dorrahman Boroumand
Center for Human Rights
in Iran provided this in-
formation, as reported by
The Times, UK. Eight of
the women were sentenced
for participating in protests
against the Iranian regime in
January, and one for alleged-
ly sharing images of the war
with foreign-based media,
according to the Times. One
of the girls facing execution
is Taraneh Rahimi, a 21-year-
old horse rider. Her twin
Romina was given a 25 year
prison sentence. The Rahimi
girls have been convicted
for waging war against God.

UP cop suspended
for posting

obscene video

BIJNOR: A police station
house officer (SHO) in Ut-
tar Pradesh's Bijnor was
suspended for allegedly post-
ing an obscene video in the
official WhatsApp group,
officials said. SHO Neeraj
Kumar of Barhapur police
station posted the video in
the group, Circle Officer
(Nagina) Rajesh Solanki said.
The video was reportedly de-
leted shortly after it was post-
ed. However, some police
personnel had downloaded
it and taken screenshots by
then. After the matter came
to light, Superintendent of
Police K K Bishnoi ordered
an inquiry. A team visited
the police station on Monday
and recorded statements of
police personnel.
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Speaker to examine Oppn’s CEC 1mpeachment motion

HanNs NEwS SERVICE
NEw DELHI

AMID protests against Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla said on
Thursday that if the Oppo-
sition brings any fresh im-
peachment motion against
the country's top poll officer,
it will be examined according
to rules and procedures.

The Opposition has twice
attempted to remove Kumar.

In the first move, the notic-
es were rejected by both Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha while
the notices submitted in the

e According to the Constitution and the law
on the appointment of the CEC and Election
Commissioners, a CEC can only be removed
by Parliament in the same way a sitting
Supreme Court judge can be impeached

e CEC and ECs (Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023,
also states that the CEC or an Election
Commissioner may resign at any time by
submitting a written resignation to the

President

second attempt are still pend-
ing in the Upper House.

"If any fresh notice comes,
we will examine it according

to the rules and procedures,”
Birla said, responding to a
question on a possible im-
peachment motion against

Chief Elect|on Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar

the CEC. There have been
protests in the last fortnight in
different parts of India seek-

ing the resignation of Kumar
for alleged irregularities while
carrying out the special inten-

sive revision of voters list.

According to the Constitu-
tion and law on the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners, a
CEC can only be removed by
Parliament the way a sitting
Supreme Court judge can be
impeached.

The Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Election
Commissioners  (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act, 2023,
also states that the CEC or an
Election Commissioner may
resign at any time by submit-
ting a written resignation to

the President.

According to Article 124,
which deals with the Su-
preme Court, a judge of the
Supreme Court shall not be
removed from his office ex-
cept by an order of the Presi-
dent passed after an address
by each House of Parliament
supported by a majority of
the total membership of that
House and by a majority of
not less than two-thirds of the
members of that House pre-
sent and voting has been pre-
sented to the President in the
same session for such removal
on the ground of proved mis-
behaviour or incapacity.

Shah targets AAP Cong; vows
loend Pb’s druu trade by 2029

Home Minister re-
sponded to questions
raised by AAP chief
and former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
about efforts to curb drug
abuse in Bihar, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Goa

PURNA SINGH
NEw DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah launched a strong at-
tack on the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and Congress during
his visit to Delhi on Thurs-
day, his birthday, asserting
that the BJP would remain in
power for the next 30 years
and promising to eliminate
the drug trade in Punjab by
2029. Addressing an event in
Shyam Vihar linked to Ya-
muna rejuvenation projects
worth [X8,941 crore, Shah
also responded to questions
raised by AAP chief and
former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal about efforts
to curb drug abuse in Bihar,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Goa.

Referring to  Kejriwal’s
reported remark Shah had
ended drug abuse in Bihar
and was now being asked

L / : ,“

to do the same in Punjab,
the Home Minister said the
AAP and Congress had ear-
lier relied on excuses over the
issue. “Kejriwal ji, we have
answers to your questions.
But we will respond when we
uproot your government in
Punjab,” Shah said, signalling
a direct political challenge to
the ruling AAP ahead of the
next Assembly election in the
state.

Shah also dismissed alle-
gations surrounding the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Delhi,
claiming that the opposition
was using the issue to create
a narrative of vote theft. He
alleged that the opposition
wanted to protect the votes
of infiltrators and said Rahul
Gandhi and his associates
had already understood the

The

political 1mp11cat10ns
Home Minister maintained
that allegations of electoral

irregularities were being
used as an excuse to chal-
lenge political outcomes.

Taking aim at the Con-
gress and other opposition
parties, Shah expressed con-
fidence that the BJP would
continue to hold power for
at least three decades. Citing
the party’s electoral history
across several states, he re-
ferred to periods of 41 years
in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh,
56 years in West Bengal, 64
years in Tamil Nadu, 12 years
in Arunachal Pradesh, 13
years in Mizoram, 14 years
in Manipur and 12 years in
Assam, arguing that the BJP
had not been in power in
these states during those re-
spective periods.

RS 500 CR ROW ERUPTS IN MAHA:
JARANGE TARGETS SHINDE

JALNA/MUMBAI:  Mara-
tha quota activist Manoj Ja-
range on Thursday released
an audio clip, which pur-
portedly claims that Rs 500
crore had been delivered to
him through Shiv Sena MP
Shrikant Shinde, and alleged
that a conspiracy had been
hatched to silence him and
weaken his agitation.

He made the audio clip
public, a day after Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde dared him
to prove the allegation that
the latter had secured Rs
500 crore from the BJP and
funnelled it via his son and

@
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MP Shrikant Shinde. Re-
acting to the audio clip row,
state minister and BJP leader
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
said if Jarange has concrete
evidence regarding the Rs
500 crore claim, he should
lodge a complaint with the
police or the district collec-
tor, while his party colleague
and minister Ashish Shelar
questioned the veracity of the
audio.

Indian killed in Saudi
airport attack,
2 others injured

DUBALIL: An Indian national
waskilled and two others were
injured in an attack on Dam-
mam airport in Saudi Arabia,
officials said on Thursday, a
day after another compatriot
was injured in a drone at-
tack targeting the kingdom's
Shaybah oilfield, amid a spate
of strikes by Yemen's Houthi
rebels on key infrastructure
in the country. The Indian
Embassy in Riyadh said Saudi
authorities have informed
it about the casualties in the
attack on King Fand Interna-
tional Airport in Dammam
on Wednesday night.

Netanyahu invites Modi to
light torch Wh Smlt on I-Day

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Thursday said he spoke with
his Indian counterpart Nar-
endra Modi and invited him
to light a torch together with
Indian pilot Smit Machch-
har on the Jewish state's In-
dependence Day.

In a post on X, the Israeli
Prime Minister also said
that PM Modi appreciated
the “strong, long-standing
ties" between the two coun-
tries.

"I spoke with my friend,
the Prime Minister of India,

Narendra Modi, and invited
him to light a torch - to-
gether with a brave Indian
pilot - on Israel's Independ-
ence Day," Netanyahu said.
"Modi thanked me for the
invitation and said that, on

the ground and in the air,
India and Israel are fighting
together against terrorism,"
he added.

Indian pilot Machchhar
was stabbed and seriously
injured by his co-pilot in

the cockpit of flydubai flight
FZ1073, travelling from
Dubai to Tel Aviv, on Sept
30. The flight was carrying
174 passengers, including 27
children. Machchhar man-
aged to open the cockpit
door, allowing passengers
and crew members to in-
tervene and restrain the at-
tacker.

The plane later made an
emergency landing in Saudi
Arabia. Machchhar, who
has been hailed as a "hero"
by Modi and Netanyahu for
his courage, is undergoing
treatment at a hospital in the
United Arab Emirates.

RAIHAN VADRA'S PHOTOS
REMOVED FROM EXHIBITION

HaNs NEws SERVICE
JAIPUR

THE Bikaner House Management So-
ciety on Thursday said it had asked for
certain photographs to be removed

from Raihan Vadra's exhibition after

finding them inconsistent with its pol-
icy. It added that the remaining photo-

graphs were still on display. In a state-

ment, the society said Bikaner House is

a public cultural institution dedicated to promoting art and cul-
ture, and that all exhibitions and related activities must adhere to
the policies laid down by its management.

The clarification came a day after artist and photographer
Raihan Vadra, son of Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and businessman Robert Vadra, alleged that several photographs
depicting recent protests in Delhi had been taken down ahead of
his solo exhibition, triggering a controversy. Raihan said he was
informed at 3.30 pm that the exhibition would be cancelled unless
the photographs were removed by 5 pm. He also said he had shared
the detailed proposal and layout of the show with the Bikaner
House management well in advance. Priyanka Gandhi criticised
the decision, calling it "ridiculous” and accusing the authorities of
trying to "muzzle” the voices of young people across the country.
"Today it's him, tomorrow it'll be another artist," she told PTI.

Police denies permission for
Diljit Dosanjh's Oct 30 concert

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police has denied permission for Punjabi singer
Diljit Dosanjh's scheduled concert at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium on
October 30, citing specific threat-related inputs, security concerns
and law and order commitments amid the ongoing festive season, an
official said on Thursday. In aletter dated October 21, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South) Anant Mittal informed BookMyShow
Live Private Limited Director Anil Makhija that the request to
organise the "Diljit Dosanjh's Aura India Tour Delhi" concert
had been examined but could not be approved.

Mod1 extends support to
bring peace to Ukraine

HanNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

INDIA and Poland on Thursday agreed to deepen ties in de-
fence, space, and nuclear energy domains, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Polish counterpart Donald Tusk pledg-
ing to boost bilateral strategic partnership amid growing global
instability. Following the talks, Modi said both sides believe in
democratic values and the rule of law and that India will con-
tinue to support every meaningful effort in bringing peace to
Ukraine and West Asia. Tusk is on a three-day visit to India
amid renewed global push to end the conflict in Ukraine.
"Today we have agreed to deepen ties in defence, space, and
nuclear energy. We invite Polish companies to engage in co-
development and co-production with India in all these strate-
gic areas," Modi said. "In critical minerals and coal gasification
too, we will develop new partnerships with Polish expertise,"

he added.

Modi said the friendship between India and Poland is based
not only on diplomatic relations but also on a shared heritage
of humanity and compassion. "During World War I, the royal
families of Jamnagar and Kolhapur sheltered thousands of Pol-
ish children and families in India."

Sewage, drains, waler supply: Rs 8,941 cr Yamuna cleanup push unveiled

PurNa SINGH
NeEw DELHI

DELHI has launched a ma-
jor infrastructure drive to
tackle Yamuna pollution,
strengthen water supply and
overhaul its ageing sewer-
age network, with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
inaugurating and laying the
foundation stones for 43
projects worth [X8,941.22
crore on Thursday. The pro-
jects, announced at a Delhi
government event in Shyam
Vihar, comprise 10 complet-
ed projects worth X2,827.11
crore and 33 projects worth
X6,114.11 crore that will

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said the
initiatives will improve sewage
management across the capital and
reduce the flow of untreated wastewa-
ter into the Yamuna

now move into the imple-
mentation phase.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said the initiatives
would improve sewage
management across the
capital and reduce the flow
of untreated wastewater
into the Yamuna. The pro-
gramme covers new water

treatment  facilities, up-
grades to existing sewage
treatment plants (STPs),
decentralised  wastewater
treatment units, house-
hold sewer connections,
pumping stations, rehabili-
tation of old pipelines and
improvements to drainage
infrastructure. The broader

objective is to ensure that
more wastewater is collected
and treated before it reaches
the river.

The projects inaugurated
include a 477-million-litre-
per-day (MLD) water treat-
ment plant at Chandrawal,

a  two-million-gallon-per-
day (MGD) water recycling
plant at Bawana and a new
124-MGD sewage treatment

plant at Okhla. Existing
STPs at Rithala and Kondli
have also been upgraded.

The projects receiving
foundation stones include
the modernisation of eight
existing STPs, construction
of 29 new smaller treat-
ment plants, expansion of
sewer networks, new sew-
age pumping stations and a
4.5-kilometre trunk drain
connecting Mundka Halt
Station to the Najafgarh
Supplementary Drain.

A new water treatment
plant with a capacity of 477
MLD has been completed
at Chandrawal at a cost of
X598.60 crore.
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Daler-Uniyal row: Mika demands minister’s apology

HANSs NEwsS SERVICE
DEHRADUN

A recent video of Uttara-
khand Cabinet Minister
Subodh Uniyal humiliating
singer Daler Mehndi while
he is on stage has gone viral.
The act has been condemned
by several veteran artists
across the country.

Speaking about the row,
Daler Mehndi’s brother,
singer Mika has come out
with a statement, reiterating
that that Uttarakhand Cabi-
net Minister Subodh Uniyal
must apologise to his brother
Daler Mehndi for publicly
reprimanding him at an

event. Mika has said that
artists deserve dignity and
respect, and has demanded
an apology from Uniyal and
urged Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami to look into the
matter.

Mehndi was recently per-
forming at the Siddhpeeth
Maa Kunjapuri Tourism and
Development Fair in Ut-
tarakhand’s New Tehri town
when Uniyal stormed up to
the stage and loudly asked if
he was drunk.

In a fresh post, the singer
said the minister should be
grateful to Mehndi for agree-
ing to perform at the event

after another artist, Sunanda
Sharma, fell ill.

In a subsequent post,
Mika said the whole world
has come forward to support
Mehndi but nobody has
defended Uniyal.

“Celebrities and fans from
across the globe are standing
by him, @SubodhUniyall ji
but nobody has come for-
ward to support you. Why?
Because people believe you
were wrong in the way you
treated him.

Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Thursday sought to put
an end to the controversy,
saying the state respects all

artistes and he will speak

to Mehndi and his brother
Mika Singh, whom he de-
scribed as his “good friends”

Facing flak for his behav-
iour, Uniyal had said that the
artiste should have informed
in advance that he was
unwell and should not have
come to perform.

Dhami said, “I believe the
minister must have been un-
der pressure from the public
at that time.

The minister himself has
stated that he was unaware
that Daler Mehndi was un-
well” “Uttarakhand is a land
of artists, where everyone is
treated with respect. I feel

Both Mika and Daler are
good friends of mine;

I will speak to them:
Dhami; ‘I believe the
Minister must have been
under pressure from

the public at that time.
The minister himself
has stated that he was
unaware that Daler
Mehndi was unwell’

this matter should be put to
rest here. I will speak with
Mika and Daler Mehndi;
both are good friends of
mine,” said the chief
minister.

Pt; Assembly p?ws
tributes to anti-drug
activist Jhota

HaNs NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH

THE Punjab Assembly on
Thursday paid tributes to
anti-drug activist Parvinder
Singh Jhota, who was killed
last week by a medical store
owner in Mansa, with the
Speaker describing him as a
“buland awaz” (strong voice)
against those peddling poi-
son in the form of drugs.

The first day of the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha session con-
cluded within 10 minutes.
Following obituary refer-
ences, Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan adjourned the sit-
ting till Friday. Earlier, Ques-
tion Hour, Calling Attention
Notices and other business
was proposed to be taken
up after obituary references.
During the session, the House
paid tributes to Jhota. Speaker
Kultar Singh Randhawa said
Jhota, a former kabaddi play-
er and boxer, who raised voice
against the drug menace, died
on October 13.

‘A ‘buland awaz’ against
those selling poison in the
form of drugs, Parvinder
Singh Jhotaa, a social worker,
former Kabaddi player and
boxer, died in a tragic incident
on October 13. His invalu-
able contribution towards
safeguarding the youths of
Punjab and his fight against
drug traffickers will remain
immortal in the pages of his-
tory forever.

His great contribution can
never be forgotten,” he said.
Coming generations will al-
ways remember his selfless
contribution. This House,
while strongly condemning
the tragic incident, pays trib-
utes to him, the Speaker said.
Known for raising his voice
against the illegal sale of ad-
dictive substances at chemist
shops, Jhota was shot dead
in broad daylight inside
a medical store at a busy
marketplace in Mansa on
October 13.

‘PDA’s dream will
never be fquiIIed’

HanNs NEws SERVICE
LuckNow

THE Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday slammed
Samajwadi Party chief Akhile-
sh Yadav’s visit to Rampur jail
to meet Azam Khan, claim-
ing that meeting jailed party
leaders who promote “ap-
peasement and lawlessness”
exposed their priorities. Tak-
ing to X, BJP national general
secretary and Uttar Pradesh
in-charge Vinod Tawde al-
leged that the Samajwadi Party
plans to make Khan, whom he
accuses of promoting lawless-
ness, the state home minister if
it wins the assembly elections.

“Riots and lawlessness in
the state. PDAs (Pichhde,
Dalit, Alpsankhyak) dream
will never be fulfilled!” he said.
Referring to the 2013 Muzaf-
farnagar riots, Tawde said,
“The people of Uttar Pradesh
remember how the previous
Samajwadi  Party govern-
ment plunged western Uttar
Pradesh and the entire state
into an era of riots and law-
lessness.

He claimed that the Sama-

>«

jwadi Party’s “dream of mak-

Sl |
ing Azam Khan, a mastermind
behind riots, The state’s home
minister would derail Uttar
Pradesh’s development and
lead it towards destruction”

“This dream will never be
fulfilled,; Tawde added. Ear-
lier, Akhilesh, after meeting
Khan at the jail, claimed that
fake cases have been filed
against Khan at the behest of
the BJP.

“No family, particularly no
political family, has faced as
much injustice as the family
of respected Azam Khan. And
who is responsible for this in-
justice? False cases have been
filed against him. He has spent
so many years in jail, and the
truth is that the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party has no concern for
education or knowledge. It is
not concerned about univer-
sities either. The university
has been destroyed in the true
sense of the word, he said
while speaking to reporters
outside the jail.

TIGER SHROFF CASE

Arrested UP women transported
.. firearms to shooters in Mumbai

According to the Delhi Police, two suspects had travelled to Amritsar to procure the weapons, while the two women
allegedly transported the firearms by train to Mumbai and handed them over to the attackers

HAaNs NEwS SERVICE
SITAPUR/AZAMGARH

TWO women from Uttar
Pradesh’s Sitapur and
Azamgarh districts have
been arrested by the Delhi
Police in connection with
the firing at Bollywood
actor Tiger Shroff’s car in
Mumbai, with investigators
suspecting that they helped
transport the firearms used
in the attack.

The women, identified as
Radha, a resident of Sitapur,
and Babita, from Azamgarh,
were among eight people
arrested in connection with
the case so far.

The Mumbai Police has
alleged that the attack was
carried out at the behest of
Anil Pandit, a member of

the Lawrence Bishnoi gang.
The women were arrested
at New Delhi Railway
Station. According to the
Delhi Police, two suspects

had travelled to Amritsar to
procure the weapons, while
the two women allegedly
transported the firearms by
train to Mumbai and handed

them over to the attackers.
Radha was apprehended
along with Babita and two
men, identified as Kunal and
Sumit. The fifth accused, a

man who allegedly stayed in
Mumbai to provide logistical
support to the shooters, was
also arrested, according to
the police.

Radha’s family in Sitapur
claimed she is innocent and
has been falsely implicated.
Her mother, Maina Devi,
said Radha had moved to
Haryana about a year ago in
search of employment and
was working at a factory
for a monthly salary of Rs
15,000. Radha was married
to a local man, Sunil, in 2015
and has a son. She left her
matrimonial home around
2018, and Sunil has since
remarried.

He said he had not been in
contact with her for several
years. Babita’s family in
Azamgarh also claimed she
is innocent.

Himachal: 9,647 land-related
cases resolved |n 2 years

HaNs NEws SERVICE
UNa

TO make revenue services
simpler and time-bound,
the Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment has made efforts
to resolve cases concerning
land mutation, partition,
demarcation and correc-
tion of revenue records in
Una district, officials said.
According to available data,
9,647 such cases have been
processed in the district
over the past two years.
This includes 7,265 cases
of mutation (inteqal), 1,597
of demarcation (takseem),
590 of partition (nishan-

dehi), and 195 cases related
to the correction of revenue

records.

District Revenue Officer
Vipin Kumar said that to
expedite hearings and

resolution in revenue cases,
special partition courts are
being held in the district
every Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday.
Additionally, revenue

courts are organised on the
last two days of each month
to address pending matters.
The objective of these ini-
tiatives is to accelerate land-
related cases and ensure
timely delivery of revenue
services to the public.

Una Deputy Commis-
sioner Jatin Lal emphasised
the need for time-bound
action regarding the resolu-
tion of revenue cases. In a
recent meeting with rev-
enue officials, instructions
were issued to ensure the
resolution of all pending
cases regarding the correc-
tion of revenue records by
December 15.

2 bodies found stufted
in sacksin Chandauh

HaNs NEwWs SERVICE

CHANDAULI

TWO unidentified bodies stuffed in sacks
were found at separate locations not far from
each other here on Thursday. Both bore gun-
shot injuries and the throat of one of the vic-
tims was found slit, police said. Both bodies
were recovered in the Dhina area, triggering
concern in the locality. Police suspect the
victims were killed elsewhere and their bod-
ies dumped here. Circle Officer (Sakaldiha)
Krishna Murari Sharma said one body was
found in a minor canal near Dehdhagaon vil-
lage, close to the Zamania area of neighbour-
ing Ghazipur district, on Thursday morning.
The second body was recovered at another
location a short distance away. According to
police, one victim was around 35 years old
and the other 32. One of the bodies bore a

the killings.

throat wound apparently caused by a sharp-
edged weapon, along with a gunshot injury.
The second victim also had a gunshot in-
jury, Sharma said. Both men appeared to be
well-built and had a Mahakal symbol marked
on their left hands, the officer said. The bod-
ies have been sent for post-mortem examina-
tion, and police are making efforts to establish
the identities of the deceased. Sharma said
investigators were examining whether the
cases were connected, and the motive behind

Only ‘green ﬁrecrackers permitted during Diwali
.y

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
Una

TO ensure public safety and
environmental  protection
during Diwali, the Una dis-
trict administration has is-
sued guidelines regarding
sale, storage, and use of fire-
crackers. District Magistrate
Jatin Lal on Thursday said
only ‘green’ firecrackers may
be stored, sold, or usedin the
district during the festival.

it would be

Moreover,
mandatory to obtain a li-
cense from the concerned
sub-divisional =~ magistrate
(SDM) to set up a stall at

a designated location, and
strictly adhere to prescribed
safety standards.

The district magistrate has
directed all SDMs to notify
specific locations for sale of
green firecrackers within
respective jurisdictions. At
these designated sites, com-
pliance with relevant govern-
ment notifications, stand-
ard operating procedures
(SOPs), and regulations con-
cerning noise pollution con-

trol is mandatory. Further,
respective SDMs must ensure
ambient air quality standards
are maintained within their
areas.

According to the order, no
individual may store or sell
green firecrackers without
obtaining a license from the
relevant SDM. Applications
for temporary licenses can
be submitted via the ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ services on
the e-District portal.

Har BJP incharge Iran| to hold organisational meets

HaNs NEwS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH

SENIOR BJP leader and par-
ty’s Haryana affairs incharge
Smriti Irani reached Panchku-
la on Thursday for her two-
day visit during which she will
hold a series of meetings.

The former Union minister
along with party’s co-incharge
of Haryana, Bhola Singh, are
holding the meetings at party’s
state headquarters in Panchku-

5\4 R

la. Haryana BJP’s chief spokes—
person Sanjay Sharma said
the series of meetings began
Thursday morning and will
continue at various levels till
Friday evening. Irani will
hold separate meetings with

state office-bearers, including
the presidents of the party’s
various Morchas. Similarly, a
meeting will also be held with
district presidents and district
in-charges separately, he said.
On Friday, the chief minister
and his cabinet will be present
in one of the meetings. Meet-
ings will subsequently be held
with party MLAs and other
public representatives.

After their appointments
recently as party’s Haryana in-

charge and co-incharge, Shar-
ma said the visit of Smriti Irani
and Bhola Singh is significant
for providing fresh momen-
tum to the party’s organisa-
tional activities in the state.
The objective of series of
key meetings is also to further
strengthen the party, review-
ing organisational activities,
enhance coordination be-
tween the government and the
party, and formulate strategies
for upcoming programmes.

No political family faced as much injustice as Azam : Akhilesh

HaNs NEws SERVICE
RAMPUR

SAMAJWADI  Party su-
premo Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday met jailed senior
party leader Azam Khan in
the Rampur district jail and
alleged that no political fam-
ily had faced as much injus-
tice as Khans family. Last
year in November, Khan was
convicted along with his son,
Abdullah Azam Khan, by a
Rampur court in dual/fraud-
ulent PAN card cases related

Yadav accused the BJP government of
pursuing a political vendetta against Khan
and alleged that it had lodged false cases

against him

to mismatched dates of birth
and sentenced to seven years
in prison.

Yadav, who arrived in
Rampur by helicopter, was
received at the Jauhar Uni-
versity helipad by Khan’s
family members and party

workers before proceeding
to the district jail to meet the
veteran leader.

Yadav accused the BJP
government of pursuing a
political vendetta against
Khan and alleged that it had
lodged false cases against

him. “No political family has
faced as much injustice as
Azam Khan’s family, Yadav

said. On whether he had dis-
cussed the Rampur Assembly
seat with Khan, Yadav said he

had held a lengthy conversa-
tion with Khan on all 403
seats and also discussed a list
of suggestions received from
the party’s alliance partners
regarding the elections. Re-
plying to a question, Yadav
said that Khan had not sought
any Assembly seat but had
offered suggestions, which
had been noted. When asked
whom the SP would field
from the Rampur Assembly
constituency, Yadav declined
to disclose the name, saying,
“Why should we reveal that

now?” Invoking the idea of
Ram Rajya, Yadav alleged that
the spirit of justice and fair-
ness associated with it is being
undermined here. “The spirit
of Ram Rajya that once pre-
vailed in a place like Rampur
has been crushed. The very
name of the place is Rampur,
and who would know bet-
ter than you how the spirit
of Ram Rajya is being sup-
pressed and destroyed here?”
“False cases do not have
the strength to keep the truth
imprisoned. It may take time,

there may be some delay, but
the truth cannot be held cap-
tive in false cases,” he said.
Yadav also accused the BJP
government of undermin-
ing education and damaging
the Mohammad Ali Jauhar
University, an institution as-
sociated with Khan. He al-
leged that a conspiracy had
been hatched to destroy the
university, which he said
was envisioned as a centre of
education and an opportu-
nity for young people to build
their future.
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Cong ramps up Nov 1 rally preparations, targets massive turnout

Congress is coordinating with state units and other Opposition
parties to build momentum. The alliance has recently staged

protests in Delhi and continued demonstrations across different
states over concerns surrounding the electoral process

PurNA SINGH
NEw DELHI

THE Congress has launched
an extensive mobilisation
drive across several states to
ensure a strong turnout at
the INDIA blocs Novem-

ber 1 rally at Delhi’s Ramlila
Maidan, with Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana expected to lead
the effort.

The opposition gathering
is being planned as a united
show of strength against the
Centre over allegations of

voter irregularities and the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. Party
leaders in Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh are also
working to increase partici-
pation, while the Congress is
taking the voter-list issue to

B

the grassroots through its
outreach campaign. With its
position as a key constitu-
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ent of the INDIA bloc, the

Congress is coordinating
with state units and other

opposition parties to build
momentum for the rally. The
alliance has recently staged
protests in Delhi and has
continued  demonstrations
across different states over
concerns surrounding the
electoral process. Accord-
ing to party sources, other
INDIA bloc constituents are
also expected to bring sup-
porters to the November 1
event, which is intended to
demonstrate the opposition’s
collective strength. Congress
general secretary in charge of
organisation K. C. Venugopal

is scheduled to meet senior
Haryana leaders on October
23 to review preparations.
Party insiders said the meet-
ing would focus on mobilisa-
tion and the state unit’s role in
ensuring a sizeable turnout.
Haryana has previously con-
tributed significantly to ma-
jor Congress programmes,
and the leadership expects
the state unit to maintain that
record for the upcoming rally.

Jitendra Baghel, AICC sec-
retary in charge of Haryana,
said the October 23 meeting
would include senior state

leaders as well as serving and
former legislators. He said
the Congress had launched
its “Vote Bachao, Desh
Bachao” campaign in the
state and planned to take the
issue of alleged vote theft to
the block level. Baghel added
that Haryana had consistent-
ly played an important role
in mobilising people for large
political events and would
make a similar contribution
this time. He expressed con-
fidence that Ramlila Maidan
would be filled with support-
ers on November 1.

Participation in protest doesn’t
mean intention to disobey: HC

Hans NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

THE Delhi High Court has
ruled that merely taking part

in a protest does not estab-
lish a “common intention” to
disobey police orders or ob-
struct police personnel.
Justice Sanjeev Narula

made the observation while
quashing an FIR registered
against an SSC aspirant in
2025 for allegedly refusing
to leave Ramlila Maidan
despite repeated police an-
nouncements asking pro-
testers to disperse.

The petitioner had par-
ticipated in a demonstration
at Ramlila Maidan in August
last year over alleged irregu-
larities in the conduct of the
Staff Selection Commission
(SSC) examination.

According to the pros-
ecution, some organisers
refused to end the demon-
stration after the permitted

time had expired and urged
protesters to remain at the
venue until their demands
were met. The police subse-
quently registered an FIR,
alleging that some protesters
had disobeyed prohibitory
orders issued under Section
163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) by
continuing to occupy the
ground. Some protesters
were also accused of push-
ing and scuffling with police
personnel.

Quashing the FIR against
the aspirant, the court not-
ed that neither the FIR nor
the subsequent status re-

Justice Sanjeev Narula quashes FIR against SSC aspirant

port identified any specific
criminal act committed by
him. His presence among
the protesters, without evi-
dence that he shared a com-
mon intention with others
to commit an offence, was
not enough to attract Sec-
tion 223(a) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The provision deals with
disobedience of an order
lawfully issued by a public
servant, where the person
has knowledge of the order
and the disobedience causes,
or is likely to cause, obstruc-
tion, annoyance or other
specified consequences.

CJP activists Das, Ranka skip
crime branch questioning

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

COCKROACH Janata Party
(CJP) activists Saurabh Das,
Ashutosh Ranka and Ajinkya
Shinde did not appear be-
fore the Delhi Police Crime
Branch on Thursday after
being summoned for ques-
tioning at noon. The three
have sought more time to join
the investigation, following
which the police will issue
fresh notices, officials said.

The activists had been
asked to appear at the Crime
Branch office in Rajouri Gar-
den. The development comes
a day after a Special Executive
Magistrate (SEM) court or-
dered the release of Das and
Ranka from judicial custody
after accepting their personal
and surety bonds and writ-
ten undertakings to maintain
peace and abide by the law.

SEM Ritu Raj directed
the two activists to furnish
personal and surety bonds

of Rs 50,000 each until the
enquiry is concluded. They
were also asked to appear on
every hearing date and com-
ply with the conditions laid
down in their bonds and un-
dertakings.

In their written undertak-
ings, Das and Ranka prom-
ised not to breach peace or
disturb public tranquillity.
They also agreed not to call
for protests at Jantar Mantar
until its denotification as a
designated protest site is car-
ried out in accordance with
the law. Any future protests,
they said, would be held with-
in the constitutional frame-
work.

“Further judicial custody
does not appear to be neces-
sary at this stage, particularly
after written undertakings
before this Court,” the SEM
court observed while order-
ing their release.

BJP cites media report to allege
‘regime change plot’ by Cong

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

THE BJP on Thursday cited a
media report on alleged links
between riots in France and
the recent protests in India,
claiming it exposes the “anar-
chy and regime change plot”
of the Congress, and called
Rahul Gandhi a “gaddar”
(traitor). Hitting back, the
Congress claimed the BJP, out
of “desperation and nervous-
ness, was trying to “divert,
distract and spread lies” in the
wake of “widespread anger”
over alleged ‘vote chori.

A Fox News investigation
has claimed to have uncov-
ered links between the riots
in France and the protests in
India demanding the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-

missioner
Kumar.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said, “Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
is presenting a model of an-
archy and ‘gaddari’ before the
country. Today, a report has
appeared in a newspaper, de-
tailing how these alleged links
of betrayal are connected to
foreign agencies. Therefore,
it would not be wrong to ask,
‘Who is the leader of these
traitors?” Bhatia said. “Rahul
‘gaddar?” he charged.

“It is India’s misfortune that
the leader of the opposition
is irresponsible and imma-
ture. And when I present this
evidence before you, it would
not be wrong to call him a
traitor or Mir Jafar.

(CEC) Gyanesh

Major administrative reshuffle in MCD

Shweta Nagarkoti, who was serving as Deputy Commissioner of the North Zone, has been
transferred to the Central Zone in the same capacity. IAS officer Chimala Shiva Gopal Reddy,
who was awaiting a posting, has been appointed Deputy Commissioner of the South East Zone

PURNA SINGH
NEw DELHI

THE Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) has
carried out an administra-
tive reshuffle involving five
officers, bringing changes
to zonal leadership and the
management of several key
departments. The transfer
and posting order, issued
on Wednesday, October 21,
2026, states that all changes
will take effect immediately.
The exercise involves IAS and
IPS officers as well as other
officials, with responsibilities
reassigned across different

levels of the civic administra-
tion.

Under the new arrange-
ment, Shweta Nagarkoti,
who was serving as Deputy
Commissioner of the North
Zone, has been transferred to
the Central Zone in the same
capacity. IAS officer Chimala
Shiva Gopal Reddy, who was
awaiting a posting, has been
appointed Deputy Com-
missioner of the South East
Zone. The changes are aimed
at reorganising administra-
tive responsibilities across the
corporation’s zonal offices.

In another key move, Aay-
ushi, who was serving as

Deputy Commissioner of the
Central Zone, has been trans-
ferred and appointed Direc-
tor of Education. Dr Sachin
Gupta, the outgoing Deputy
Commissioner of the South
East Zone, has been posted as
Deputy Commissioner of the

North Zone, completing the
changes in leadership across
the three zones.

The reshuffle also places
Nikhil Tiwari in charge of sev-
eral important departments.
He will serve as Deputy Com-
missioner for the Advertise-
ment and RP Cell, Director of
Printing and Stationery, Di-
rector of the Grievance Cell
and Corruption Complaints
Cell, and Estate Officer.

He has additionally been
entrusted with the charge
of Assessor and Collector,
giving him responsibilities
across multiple administra-
tive and civic functions.

SCTO HEAR LAKHIMPUR KHERI VIOLENCE CASE ON OCT 26

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
NEw DELHI

THE Supreme Court is likely
to hear on October 26 a plea
related to the 2021 Lakhim-
pur Kheri violence case in
which it had directed the Ut-
tar Pradesh government to
appoint a new public pros-
ecutor to conduct trial.

The top court had on Oc-
tober 5 also asked the Al-
lahabad High Court chief

justice to act expeditiously
on allegations against the
presiding officer that he
transferred several cases to
himself and acquitted the ac-
cused.

On October 3, eight peo-
ple, including four farmers,
were killed in Tikunia in
Uttar Pradesh’s Lakhim-
pur Kheri district during a
protest by farmers against
Deputy Chief Minister Kes-
hav Prasad Maurya’s visit to

the area. Four farmers were

mowed down by an SUV. A
driver and two BJP workers

were then allegedly lynched
by angry farmers.
A journalist also died in

the violence. The trial in the
case is at its fag end as the tri-
al court has so far examined
86 prosecution witnesses out
of 130. Ashish Mishra, son of
former union minister Ajay
Mishra ‘Tenf) is the prime ac-
cused. As per the apex court
website, a bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana would take up the
plea of Ashish Mishra.

He had moved the top

court seeking bail in the case.
Later, after getting bail, he
sought relaxation in condi-
tions. Earlier, the top court
had taken note of the sub-
missions of lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
victims, that the conduct
of the presiding officer of
the 2021 Lakhimpur Kheri
violence case was objection-
able as he transferred several
criminal cases to himself and
acquitted the accused.

Panchayat demandé Rs 10'(':r
per acre circle rate for farmland

HANSs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

THE Delhi Panchayat Sangh
on Thursday demanded that
the circle rate of agricultural
land be increased to Rs 10
crore per acre before Diwali,
arguing that farmers are be-
ing inadequately compen-
sated for land acquired for
development.

According to a statement
by the organisation, the ru-
ral body has also called for a
freeze on fresh acquisitions
until the revised rates are
implemented and a review of
compensation for agricultur-
al land acquired since 2000.

Circle rates are the mini-
mum values notified by the
government for land transac-
tions and are used to calcu-
late stamp duty and registra-
tion charges.

In land acquisition cases,
compensation is governed by
the applicable acquisition law
and is not necessarily limited
to the circle rate.

Delhi Panchayat Sangh
chief Than Singh Yadav said
agricultural land was being
acquired at rates lower than
those prevailing in neigh-
bouring states, leaving farm-
ers at a disadvantage.

“A  farmer’s agricultural
land is not merely a piece
of land, but their livelihood,
the financial security of their
family and the future of up-
coming generations,” Yadav
said. He said the loss of agri-
cultural land deprived farm-
ers of their primary source of
income, while many had lim-
ited alternative employment
opportunities.

Inadequate compensation
could therefore leave families
facing prolonged financial
hardship, he added. The ru-
ral body has sought a review
of compensation for land
acquired from 2000 to date,
with payments determined
in accordance with applica-
ble laws, eligibility and fair
market value, along with
other admissible benefits.

RAM TEMPLE DONATION THEFT

BJP. RSS, VHP ka sapna, chande ka maal apna: Congress

“Itis not just the offerings at the Ram Mandir that have been stolen; the thousands
of crores of rupees collected as donations from crores of citizens across the country
for the construction of the Ram Mandir have also been plundered”

HaNs NEws SERVICE
NEw DELHI

THE Congress on Thursday
launched a scathing attack
on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the Ram temple
donation theft case, asking
why he became “complicit
in this sin” by offering his

“tacit consent”. The opposi-
tion party took a swipe at
Hindutva outfits over the
issue with the rhyming line
in Hindi -- ‘BJP, RSS VHP ka
sapna, chande ka maal apna’
(The dream of the BJP, RSS,
and Vishva Hindu Parishad
is to treat donation funds as
their own)”.

In a post in Hindi on X,
Congress general secretary
in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh said, “It is
not just the offerings at the
Ram Mandir that have been
stolen; the thousands of
crores of rupees collected
as donations from crores of
citizens across the country

for the construction of the
Ram Mandir have also been
plundered”

Despite repeated ques-
tions raised by the oppo-
sition, and notwithstand-
ing the allegations levelled
against individuals associ-
ated with the BJP, RSS, and
Vishva Hindu Parishad,

no investigation has been
conducted, nor has any ac-
tion been taken, he alleged.
“Theft of donations even be-
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fore the offerings?” Ramesh
said. Reiterating the Con-

gress’ questions to the BJP
regarding the suspicious

land deals involving the
Ram Mandir Trust, Ramesh
asked whether it is not true
that on “March 18, 2021, at
7:10 PM, Tiwari and Ansari
purchased land from Kusum
Pathak for Rs 2 crore, and at
7:15 PM -- just five minutes
later -- the Trust, through
Champat Rai, acquired the
same land for Rs 18.5 crore”

He was apparently refer-
ring to Ram Mohan Tiwari
and Sultan Ansari, who had
reportedly sold the land to
the Trust. Ramesh asked,
“How was a 825% markup --

a blatant act of plunder -- al-
lowed to happen in just five
minutes?” Is it not true that
the witnesses for both regis-
tration deeds were the same
individuals - the then-BJP
Mayor, Rishikesh Upadhyay,
and Trustee Anil Mishra, he
further asked. Ramesh ques-
tioned whether it is not true
that the investigation report
from 2021 has not been
made public, even five years
later. When will the results
of the SIT investigation into
these land deals be revealed,
he asked.
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EVERAL incidents concerning

cyber security have been report-
ed in last 24 hours. From PHP to
eMudhra, such cyber security issues
have again raised the threats posed
in the digital world, which have
real life implications. Back home,
eMudhra issue has highlighted In-
dia’s vulnerabilities.

eMudhra is an Indian digital cer-
tification authority, which provides
digital certificates that help browser
confirm that the website is genuine.
Several government websites like
Income Tax, Aadhaar issuer- UID-
Al and many others use a range of
eMudhra’s keys to sign their secu-
rity certificates. Without this au-
thentication, browser will not allow
the individual or entity to complete
their task on these government web-
sites.

In the recent security incident,

security researcher named Wayne
said the security encryption issued
by eMudhras certificates were ex-
tremely weak and could be cracked
in seconds. He alerted major tech-
nology firms on such vulnerabilities.
As compromised keys could allow
cyber criminals to issue fraudulent
certificates and impersonate legiti-
mate websites, Apple, Google and
Mozilla had blocked the certificates
in their browsers- Safari, Chrome
and Firefox.

Cloudflare- the cybersecurity
firm- also deployed emergency fixes
across its network to protect users.
Though eMudhra said that no nega-
tive impact due to such incident has
happened and taken remedial meas-
ures, Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)
has constituted a special team to in-
vestigate the security incident over

the vulnerabilities over private keys.

Another global incident involv-
ing PHP has led to many govern-
ment websites going offline across
the world. PHP is an open-source
scripting language, which is more
than 3 decades old, and is used
widely across the internet. Globally,
more than 70 per cent of websites
use PHP.

In a recent incident, two critical
vulnerabilities were found. These
vulnerabilities could allow cyber at-
tackers to take control of web serv-
ers of users without the requirement
of any authentication. This incident,
which came to light through Ope-
nAls latest model, prompted the
National Security Agency (NSA) of
US to give an advisory for install-
ing latest security updates. “If an
immediate update is not feasible, it
is recommended that organisations

Cyber risks on the rise owing to rapid Al adoption, scamsters

take the system offline until it can be
fully mitigated,” the advisory said.

Several governments including
Finland, & Netherland took sev-
eral government websites offline.
These incidents again raise the se-
curity threats that are emerging in
the digital world owing to artificial
intelligence (AI) and other emerg-
ing technologies. While cyber secu-
rity threats have always been there,
rapid adoption of AI has increased
these risks.

Interestingly, Al is finding out old
risks in the current digital world,
and at the same time, it is also creat-
ing new vulnerabilities. Against this
backdrop, India as a nation has to
create effective defence against such
digital risks. Increasingly, several
Indians are falling into the trap of
cyber criminals.

According to National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC), Indi-
ans have lost around Rs 52,976 crore
to cyber frauds over the past six
years, with nearly 8 per cent of the
losses relating to cyber arrest scams.
Similarly, trading related cyber
scams are on a rise with majority of
the losses arising from such events.
Apart from individual losses, gov-
ernment agencies are also facing
high proportion of risk from digital
war waged against the country by
enemy nations.

Critical infrastructure projects
like airports, dams, power plants
and others are regularly facing cyber
threats from neighbouring coun-
tries. As digital warfare becomes
the new normal, India as a country
has to devise ways to defend itself
from such emerging threats. In this
regard, Al can be a great enabler in
accomplishing this objective.

() LETTERS

Equal before law? Ask the convict and the undertrial

CHOLLETI

an Indian prison system

holds thousands of un-
dertrials who have never
been convicted of anything,
the Allahabad High Court
opened its doors wide for a
man convicted of murder, so
that he may contest an elec-
tion, possibly on a ruling-
party ticket.

The order is almost im-
possible to read without a
double-take. Nandlal Rai,
also known as Babloo Rai,
was sentenced to life impris-
onment by a Varanasi trial
court in April 2025 for the
murder of Pramod Kumar
Nigam, an activist of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement. A
division bench of the High
Court, comprising justices
Siddharth and Vinai Kumar
Dwivedi, has now not only
granted him bail but stayed
his conviction and sentence
while his appeal is pending.
The stated purpose, in his
own lawyer’s words, is his
wish to fight the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election as
an independent, or “if possi-
ble, on a BJP ticket”

The court’s reasoning, as
reported, was striking: the
right to contest elections is
“akin to the right to liveli-
hood,” and, in the words at-
tributed to the bench, “the
common mans right to live-
lihood... is no less impor-
tant than a politician’s right
to contest elections” In one
clean sweep, a murder con-
victs political ambition was
elevated into a constitution-
ally protected livelihood in-
terest.

Now hold that up against
another, far more numer-
ous reality. Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam have spent

IN the same week that

more than six years in cus-
tody in the Delhi riots “larger
conspiracy” case — arrested,
accused, never convicted.
The trial has not begun.
A charge sheet running to
17,000 pages and a prosecu-
tion witness list reportedly
approaching 900 sit before a
court that has not yet framed
charges.

On January 5, 2026, the
Supreme Court refused them
bail, The Delhi High Court
has rejected Khalid’s plea re-
peatedly. Across the country,
journalists, activists and or-
dinary citizens are detained
under stringent laws, some
for years, with no date fixed
for charges to be framed, let
alone a verdict.

Set the two images side by
side and a question forms
that no fair observer can
avoid: is the higher judiciary
now applying one standard
to those aligned with power,
and another to those who
challenge it?

The honest objection — and
why it is not enough

Every fair analysis must
state the strongest counter-
argument, because it is a real
one and not a pretext. The
two situations are legally dif-
ferent. Rai’s case is a suspen-
sion of a conviction pending
appeal — a recognised power
the High Courts exercise un-
der the criminal procedure
code, and one the Supreme
Court has itself used for pub-
lic representatives who stand
to lose their office and their
constituents’ representation
while an appeal drags on.

A stay of conviction pre-
serves the status quo until
the appeal is heard. It does
not declare anyone innocent.
Bail for someone accused of
terrorism offences, on the

The law gives every judge discretion. The
question is not whether the power to sus-
pend a conviction exists. It is whether, in a
republic where thousands rot as undertri-
als and where even the accused in a murder
case queue for years for appeals, the most
urgent use of that discretion is to rescue
the electoral prospect of a convict who,
his own counsel concedes, emerged as a
suspect only days after the FIR and stands
convicted on circumstantial evidence

other hand, is governed by a
far stricter statutory regime
— the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act inverts the
usual presumption and re-
quires a court to be satisfied
that the accusation is prima
facie not true. The judges
denying bail to Khalid and
Imam are, on this reading,
simply applying a law Parlia-
ment wrote.

This is true, and it must
be said plainly to keep this
article honest. But it answers
only the narrow question of
jurisdiction and statutory
text. It does not answer the
larger question of equity, pri-
ority and perception — and
it is precisely there that the
unease settles.

The law gives every judge
discretion. The question is
not whether the power to sus-
pend a conviction exists. It is

whether, in a republic where
thousands rot undertrial and
where even the accused in a
murder case queue for years
for appeals, the most urgent
use of that discretion is to
rescue the electoral prospect
of a convict who, his own
counsel concedes, emerged
as a suspect only days after
the FIR and stands convicted
on circumstantial evidence
— one whom media reports
have also linked to the late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari.

Nothing in the reported
order suggests the bench
doubted his eventual acquit-
tal. It suspended convic-
tion to protect a candidacy.
Meanwhile, for the accused
who has spent six years
awaiting trial — for whom
the Supreme Courts own
judgment in Union of India

v. K.A. Najeeb recognises that
prolonged incarceration can
itself justify bail — the dis-
cretion repeatedly bends the
other way.

Speedy trial, the Court has
said for decades, is part of
the guarantee of life and per-
sonal liberty under Article
21. Six years without charges
framed is, on any reading,
the failure of that guarantee.
Yet the higher courts’ remedy
has been to let the detention
continue.

What is really being tested

It would be wrong to re-
duce this to a single political
party or a single judge. The
cases are decided by different
benches, under different stat-
utes, on different facts. The
deeper trend is institutional.

The contrast reveals what
is increasingly the operative
hierarchy in Indian crimi-
nal justice: political value
trumps individual liberty. A
conviction can be stayed the
moment it threatens a career
in representative politics. But
a presumption of innocence,
the very foundation of a free
society, is treated as dispen-
sable the moment an accused
is branded a “dissident;,” an
“activist,” a “urban Naxal,” or
a “rioter” The label, not the
evidence, becomes the op-
erative fact.

That is how you get the
strangest arithmetic in the
world’s largest democracy: a
man proven guilty enough
to be sentenced to life for
murder is free to seek of-
fice, while men never proven
guilty of anything sit into a
seventh year waiting for a
court to even tell them the
precise charges they must
answer.

The danger to the judiciary
is reputational and profound.

Courts command obedience
not because they hold the
sword or the purse, but be-
cause the people believe they
are even-handed. Every time

a stay of conviction drops for !
a political aspirant while an |
undertrial’s bail fails for the !

ninth time, a little of that be-
lief drains away. Law, wrote
one jurist, is not an ass; but it
can be made to look like one
when it is ridden by opposing
riders on the same afternoon.

Where this is heading

The honest answer to

“where is the higher judiciary
heading” is that it is heading
in two directions at once, and
that is the problem.

In one direction lies a ju-
diciary internalising the pri-
orities of state power: alert to

the political convenience of a

suspect aligned with the rul-

ing dispensation, hardening

itself against the accused who
stands outside it. In the other
direction — visible in the oc-
casional bail grant, in Najeeb,
in the rare acquittal — lies
the older, better judiciary: the

one that saw courts as the last
refuge of the friendless and
the unpopular. The outcome ;

has not been decided. It will
be decided case by case, and
it will be decided by whether
the higher judiciary remem-
bers a simple, ancient truth:
the test of a court’s courage is
not how it treats the power-
ful man who wants a favour,
but how it treats the power-

less man who has nothing :

left but the law. On the pre-
sent evidence, the balance of
that test is hanging, and not

comfortably.
(The writer is with the
Cholleti BlackRobe

Chambers, Hyderabad, and

writes on the economy,
politics and law)

SBI data leak: What happened, what data
was exposed and what customers should do

DR. MUCHUKOTA SURESH BABU

BI has identified 3,897 customer

records containing personal in-
formation in a dataset found on the
dark web. The bank is investigating
the suspected exposure, which raises
concerns about targeted financial
fraud and identity theft.

The State Bank of India (SBI) is
investigating a suspected data leak
after identifying 3,897 customer re-
cords containing personally identi-
fiable information (PII) in a dataset
available on the dark web.

In a stock exchange filing on Oc-
tober 21, the country’s largest pub-
lic-sector lender said a preliminary
analysis of approximately 3.75 lakh
records had revealed the customer
information. SBI received alerts
about the suspected exposure on Oc-
tober 16 from its threat intelligence
service provider, the Defence Cyber
Agency and the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-
In).

The bank has activated its cyber
incident response and contain-
ment protocols and appointed an
independent cybersecurity agency
empanelled with CERT-In to inves-
tigate the incident. The investigation
aims to establish the authenticity,
source and extent of the suspected
exposure. SBI said the incident had
no material impact on its business
operations, financial performance or

business continuity. Its core banking
functions continue to operate nor-
mally.

What data was exposed?

According to SBIs filing, the re-
cords reportedly contained custom-
ers names, gender, registered mo-
bile numbers, dates of birth, email
addresses and residential addresses.
The dataset also included branch and
Customer Information File (CIF)
identifiers, lead IDs, loan-related
metadata and information from oth-
er associated files.

The bank is still verifying the au-
thenticity and completeness of the
data and investigating its origin. The
findings do not establish that all the
customers concerned have suffered
financial losses or that their bank ac-
counts have been accessed.

Does the leak mean SBI accounts
have been hacked?

Not necessarily. Exposure of per-
sonal information does not auto-
matically mean that bank accounts
have been compromised. SBI's pre-
liminary findings concern personal
information and loan-related meta-
data. The bank has not established
that account passwords, PINs, one-
time passwords (OTPs) or transac-
tion credentials were exposed.

However, the information could
help fraudsters make scams more
convincing. Criminals who know

a customer’s name, phone number,
address or loan-related details could
impersonate bank officials and claim
there is a problem with an account,
loan application or KYC verification.

Because the caller may already
know personal details, the commu-
nication could appear genuine. Cus-
tomers should not treat familiarity
with their information as proof of
identity.

How could the data be misused?

According to Sarthak Dubey,
co-founder and COO of Mitigata,
customer information can be ex-
posed through systems beyond a
bank’s core banking infrastructure.
Loan applications, KYC documents
and account-opening forms may
be stored across loan origination
systems, employee email accounts,
shared drives and third-party plat-
forms used by vendors. Potential
entry points include compromised
employee or vendor credentials,
phishing, infostealer malware and
misconfigured storage systems or
application programming interfaces
(APIs).

Dubey cautioned that investiga-
tors must establish whether the in-
formation originated from SBIs sys-
tems, a third-party service provider
or another source before drawing
conclusions.

The key concern is that exposed
personal information could be used

to make fraudulent calls, messages
and emails appear legitimate, in-
creasing the risk of phishing, identity
theft and financial fraud.

What should SBI customers do?

SBI customers do not need to
panic or automatically close their
accounts. They should, however, re-
main alert to unexpected calls, mes-
sages and emails involving banking,
loans or identity verification.

Never share an OTP, PIN or pass-
word with anyone, even if the person
claims to represent SBI. Avoid click-
ing on unfamiliar links or install-
ing applications at the request of an
unsolicited caller. Verify suspicious
communications independently
through SBT’s official website, mobile
application or verified customer-ser-
vice channels.

Customers should also keep trans-
action alerts enabled, review account
activity regularly and report unau-
thorised transactions immediately.
Checking credit reports for unfa-
miliar loans, credit cards or credit
enquiries can help identify poten-
tial misuse of personal information.
Those who do not require Aadhaar
biometric authentication may also
consider locking their biometrics
through official UIDAI channels.

Anyone who suspects financial
fraud should contact their bank im-
mediately or call India’s cybercrime
helpline at 1930.

What happens next?

SBT’s investigation must establish
the source and authenticity of the
data, identify any affected systems
or third-party providers and de-

termine the number of customers :
potentially affected. The bank will :

also need to secure any vulner-

abilities, review access controls and

strengthen monitoring for attempts
to misuse the information.
Identifying potentially affected
customers and communicating ver-
ified findings will be important in
limiting the risk of follow-on fraud.

SBI has stated that the suspected :
exposure has not materially affected

its operations, financial perfor-
mance or business continuity. The
bank said it would take appropriate
remedial and preventive measures
in line with applicable regulatory
requirements.

The investigation is ongoing, and
the full source and extent of the sus-
pected exposure remain unclear.

The bottom line
The identification of 3,897 cus-

tomer records containing personal

information does not, by itself,

mean that bank accounts have been
hacked or money stolen. Until SBI
establishes the full facts, customers

should protect their banking cre-
dentials, independently verify sus-

picious communications and report :

suspected fraud promptly.

Will RSS goad NDA to do better?

family that bickers in private rarely broadcasts its quar-

rels to the neighbourhood (‘Bhagwat’s Dasara message
highlights Hindu undivided family, October 22, 2026). The
RSS chief’s recent speech shows that differences within an
alliance do not always mean a divorce. In politics, public
silence often hides intense private negotiations. We must
look beyond the dramatic headlines.

For the common citizen, the real question is whether
these internal debates bring any benefit to their daily lives.
A ruling party and its ideological mentor can disagree on
election strategies or social issues, but they share a deep,
unbreakable bond. They will eventually find a middle
ground because their survival depends on each other. In-
stead of predicting a split, we should watch if this quiet ten-
sion forces the government to focus more on jobs, prices,
and everyday governance.

K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

India needs to be on guard
against ‘enemies’

HIS is further to your editorial ‘Bhagwat’s Dasara
message highlights Hindu undivided family’. The an-
nual Dasara Speech by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat was
more in line with an orderly democratic process to be fol-
lowed in the country by the opposition, in order to draw
attention to their demands. Agitations, Mohan Bhagwat
said are healthy democratic procedures to remind the gov-
ernment in power for needed course correction. But, the
process and procedure must not be with an intention to
damage or hurt the orderly and well-oiled administration
of the country at the behest of radical elements or inimical
forces conspiring against the government. However, the
nation has to guard against the vicious designs of desta-
bilising forces out to wreck the country; and the people
must be aware of such designs by such agencies. The vir-
tual critic of Mohan Bhagwat was the Karnataka Home
minister, Priyank Kharge who needlessly lampooned
Bhagwat being the spokesperson for BJP was a very sad
demonstration against RSS for no reason by the Congress

government in Karnataka.
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

RSS firmly behind BJP as ever

HIS refers to “Bhagawat’s Dasara message highlights
Hindu undivided family;” (Oct 22). RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s Vijayadashami speech warning against “regime
change” and foreign-backed plots is not entirely unexpect-
ed. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) share the same ideological
roots, making the BJP the political arm of the Sangh Pari-
var. When the RSS chief warns against political unrest or
protests targeting the government, it serves a clear purpose:
protecting their shared political power. Any threat to the
Modi-led BJP government is seen by the RSS as a threat to
its own long-term vision for India. While the RSS and BJP
may occasionally disagree on minor internal issues, the RSS
will never support opposition parties trying to remove the
BJP. Defending the current government against criticism or
political change is essential for the RSS to safeguard its own

ideological goals.
N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

Sangh’s ‘ostrich in the sand’ approach

Apropos ‘Bhagwat’s Dasara message highlights Hindu
undivided family’ (Hans India; October 22, 2026). RSS
Chief Mohan Bhagwat’s annual Dasara speech was a damp
squid, vis-a-vis the burning issue of the CEC-orchestrated
SIR. RSS, the ruling BJP’s Godfather obviously doesn’t find
an exercise that disenfranchised over 13 crore eligible Indi-
ans worth addressing.

RSS’ silence on a grave issue that has dented Indian de-
mocracy badly represents the Sangh’s design to cling to
power by hook or by crook. This has been disturbing to the
commoner, whose hope of a nation of uncompromisingly
strong democratic credentials has been dashed. When hope
fades, desperation and frustration take shape. It is indeed
disappointing to note that Bhagwat chose to adopt an ‘os-
trich in the sand” approach, so that the hornet’s nest isn’t
stirred. Bulldozing a nation’s democratic tradition must be
met with eyeball-to-eyeball.

Dr. George Jacob, Kochi

thehansreader@gmail.com

‘Stop harassing film producers in the
name of awards and subsidies’

BENGALURU: Film director Mansore has urged the govern-
ment to simplify the application process for state film awards
and subsidies, alleging that the existing procedures impose an
unnecessary financial burden on Kannada film producers. Ap-
plications have been invited for the 2022 and 2023 State Film
Awards, with October 31 set as the deadline. However, delays in
the award and subsidy process over the past seven to eight years
have made it difficult for producers to submit applications, he
said in a press release. Mansore pointed out that only a hand-
ful of production houses in the Kannada film industry operate
on a full-fledged basis, while most are independent or part-time
ventures that close their offices after producing one or two films.
Many producers do not systematically preserve the necessary
permissions and documents related to film production. After
a film’s release, directors, production managers and other team
members often move on to different assignments, leaving pro-
ducers struggling to collect the required paperwork. He alleged
that the government had made the application process exces-
sively complicated, apparently to avoid disputes after announc-
ing awards and subsidies. Applicants are required to submit 10
copies of certain documents separately for awards and subsidies,
even though such a requirement does not apply when submit-
ting films for the National Film Awards, he said.

The biggest hurdle, according to Mansore, is the mandatory
submission of Blu-ray discs. He said Blu-ray was a preferred
format for viewing films in full 2K resolution a decade ago, but
DVDs and Blu-ray discs have since largely disappeared from the
market.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Violence, counter-allegations

K VARAPRASADA RaoO
AMARAVATI

THE second day of nomi-
nations for the MPTC and
ZPTC elections in the state
on Thursday witnessed
widespread clashes, stone-
pelting, allegations of nomi-
nation papers being torn up
and police action in several
districts, intensifying the
political confrontation be-
tween the ruling NDA and
the YSRCP.

While the YSRCP accused
the police of siding with the
TDP and preventing its can-
didates from filing nomina-
tions, ruling alliance leaders
alleged that the opposition
was instigating disturbances
and subsequently portray-
ing itself as a victim.

Incidents were reported
from YSR Kadapa, An-
namayya, Anantapur, Kur-
nool, Palnadu, Chittoor,
Nellore, Prakasam and oth-
er areas. Reports included
attacks on party workers,
vehicles being set on fire,
nomination documents be-
ing destroyed and police
resorting to lathi-charges
to disperse rival groups.
Although nominations pro-
ceeded without major inci-
dents in several other dis-
tricts, the developments in
Rayalaseema and Palnadu
raised concerns about can-
didates’ ability to participate
freely.

In Annamayya district’s
Thamballapalle  constitu-
ency, clashes between TDP
and YSRCP workers in Ped-
damandyam and Peddad-

Police take away YSRCP MP Y S Avinash Reddy from his
home in Pulivendula on Thursday

ippasamudram left several
people injured. TDP leaders
Narayana Reddy and Anand
were among those injured
in Peddamandyam, where
police resorted to a lathi-
charge. In Peddadippasam-
udram, stone-pelting and
the burning of two-wheelers
aggravated the situation.

YSR Kadapa district wit-
nessed clashes, stone-pelt-
ing and allegations of nomi-
nation papers being torn up
at multiple locations.

In Gundlakunta in Jam-
malamadugu constituency,
a motorcycle belonging to
YSRCP members was re-
portedly set on fire. Ten-
sion also prevailed near
the residence of TDP MLC
Ramasubba Reddy, while
YSRCP MLA Dr Sudha and
other leaders were arrested
in Badvel.

In Nandaluru, a factional
clash within the TDP be-
tween supporters of Jagan-
mohan Raju and Meda Vi-
jaya Sekhar Reddy resulted
in two cars and some mo-
torcycles being set on fire.

TDP state spokesperson
Balasubrahmanyam report-
edly fired shots into the air.
In Palnadu, clashes were
reported at Nakarikallu,
Dachepalli and Edlapadu.
At Nakarikallu, rival groups
accused each other of de-
stroying MPTC nomination
papers, prompting police to
resort to a lathi-charge. A
case was registered against
former Macherla MLA Pin-
nelli Ramakrishna Reddy
and other YSRCP leaders
following a protest in Mach-
erla over alleged obstruc-
tion of nominations.
Anantapur district also
witnessed  confrontations.
Police stopped former YS-
RCP MLA Thopudurthi
Prakash Reddy at Vaddepal-
li while he was travelling to-
wards Atmakur with a can-
didate, citing restrictions
on people from outside the
local area. In Guntakal, TDP
and YSRCP leaders clashed
amid allegations that nomi-
nation papers belonging
to YSRCP candidates were
torn up. Stone-pelting was

e Stone-pelting,
attacks, torn
nomination papers
and house arrests
reported across
Rayalaseema and
Palnadu

e YSRCP alleges
systematic
obstruction; TDP
and NDA leaders
accuse opposition
of instigating
violence

reported near the Anan-
tapur rural MPDO office,
leaving a person named
Ramanjaneyulu with a head
injury.

In Nellore districts Gu-
duru, clashes followed alle-
gations that TDP supporters
obstructed YSRCP candi-
dates.

At the Eluru zilla pari-
shad office, two persons al-
legedly snatched and tore
the nomination papers of
YSRCP candidate Mad-
dula Ratnam before being
apprehended by police. In
Bestavaripeta in Marka-
puram district, TDP leaders
were accused of tearing the
nomination papers of a BJP
MPTC candidate, triggering
a confrontation.

The YSRCP alleged that
its candidates were being
prevented from reaching
nomination centres while
several senior leaders were
placed under house arrest.
Those reportedly confined

mar Ioal bo nominations

to their residences included
MPs Gurumoorthy and Avi-
nash Reddy, former MLAs
Kethireddy Pedda Reddy,
Thopudurthi Prakash Red-
dy and Kethireddy Venkata-
rami Reddy, former minis-
ter Sake Sailajanath, former
Chittoor MLA Chevireddy
Bhaskar Reddy and his
sons, and former Pattikonda
MLA Sridevi. Restrictions
were also reported against
YSRCP leaders in Tirupati
and Nellore.

Former minister Adimu-
lapu Suresh staged a road
protest in Ponnaluru in
Prakasam district, alleging
that YSRCP candidates were
not being allowed to enter
the nomination premises.

Minister Y Satya Kumar
Yadav alleged that distur-
bances were concentrated in
Pulivendula and Punganur,
constituencies represented
by YSRCP MLAs, while
the nomination process
had proceeded peacefully
elsewhere. He accused YS-
RCP leaders of instigating
conflicts and lodging com-
plaints to mislead the Elec-
tion Commission.

TDP MLA Gouthu Sirisha
alleged that the YSRCP was
resorting to violence out of
fear of electoral defeat. She
questioned why disturbanc-
es were occurring in areas
associated with leaders such
as Peddireddi Ramachandra
Reddy, Chevireddy Bhaskar
Reddy, Avinash Reddy

and Bhumana Karunakar
Reddy, alleging that the
strategy was being directed
from Tadepalli.

Gather evidence of poll violence,
Jagan tell party leaders

HaNs NEws SERVICE
AMARAVATI

YSRCP chief Y S Jagan Mo-
han Reddy directed party
leaders to systematically col-
lect evidence of alleged irreg-
ularities and violence during
local body elections and pur-
sue legal action, saying the
fight to protect democracy
must continue in the courts.

At a meeting with key
party leaders at party central
office on Thursday, Jagan dis-
cussed the Supreme Court’s
intervention over alleged ir-
regularities during the local
body elections. He said the
court had expressed concern
over the subversion of de-
mocracy in State and taken
cognisance of complaints,
prompting directions to the
State Election Commission
(SEC).

Jagan alleged that Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu was orchestrating vio-
lence in a systematic and de-
liberate manner and claimed
that the situation had not im-
proved despite the Supreme
Court’s directives.

He said incidents of vio-
lence were continuing dur-
ing the ongoing MPTC and
ZPTC elections as well. “It is
unprecedented to see those
in government themselves
engaging in such violence,”
Jagan said, accusing the
government of misusing the
police force to facilitate the
alleged atrocities.

Emphasising the need
to build a strong legal case,
Jagan asked party leaders to
guide workers on the ground
in documenting incidents
and gathering evidence.

He said the party would
place substantiated material
before the courts and con-
tinue its legal fight.

YSRCP stages protest at SEC office

YSRCP MLC Lella Appi Reddy along with other
party leaders speaks to the media at SEC office in
Vijayawada on Thursday

HaNs NEwS SERVICE
AMARAVATI

Reddy alleged that TDP
activists, with the alleged

complicity of the police,

YSRCP
protest at

here on

manded

tive day

Commission (SEC) office

State Election Commis-
sioner Anil Chandra Pune-
tha initially failed to grant

them an appointment to their papers were facing at-
submit their complaints  tacks.
over alleged obstruction of “We approached the

nominations for ZPTC and
MPTC elections.

The leaders accused the
SEC of delaying action on
their complaint and de-

of the Supreme Court’s di-
rections to ensure that can-
didates could file nomina-
tions without intimidation.
It was the second consecu-

delegation had approached
the SEC to explain the al-
leged irregularities in the
nomination process.
Following the protest,
the leaders were eventually
granted an appointment.
Speaking to the media,
YSRCP MLC Lella Appi

were preventing opposi-
tion candidates from filing
nominations.

He claimed that illegal
arrests and house arrests
were being used to ob-
struct candidates and that
those attempting to submit

leaders staged a
the State Election

Thursday after

Supreme Court because
candidates were being pre-
vented from filing nomina-
tions. The Supreme Court
directed that security be
provided to those filing
nominations. Despite its
orders, our candidates are
still facing attacks and are
unable to file their papers,’
he alleged.

Reddy claimed that
nomination papers already
submitted to election of-
ficials were being torn up
and cited an alleged inci-
dent in Chittoor in which
B-forms, the party authori-
sation documents for mu-
nicipal corporation elec-
tions, were torn.

implementation

that the YSRCP

Adluri Laxman Kumar reviews
Dharmapuri bus station
modernisation preparations

HaNs NEws SERVICE
KARIMNAGAR

STATE Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar on
Thursday inspected arrange-
ments for the foundation
stone-laying ceremony for
the modernisation of Dhar-
mapuri bus station, sched-
uled for October 25.
Accompanied by Road
Transport Corporation offi-
cials, local public representa-
tives and party leaders, the
minister reviewed prepara-
tions ahead of the visit of
State Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, who is
expected to lay the founda-

Foundation stone ceremony scheduled for October 25;
officials directed to complete arrangements on time
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tion stone for the proposed
works.

During the inspection,
Laxman Kumar discussed
the modernisation plans and
arrangements for the pro-
gramme with officials.

He stressed the need for
coordination among all con-
cerned departments to en-
sure the smooth conduct of

=) T

the ceremony.

The minister directed of-
ficials to complete all neces-
sary arrangements well in
advance and ensure that the
programme is organised ef-
ficiently.

The proposed modernisa-
tion is aimed at improving
facilities at the Dharmapuri
bus station.

One dend,

NARENDRA
KUMAR VARIKUNTLA
KurnooL

THE traditional Bunni fes-
tival at Devaragattu in Hola-
gunda mandal of Kurnool
district turned violent on
Wednesday night, leaving
one person dead and over
100 devotees injured. Held
annually on the night follow-
ing Vijayadashami, the ritual
once again witnessed bloody
clashes as groups of devo-
tees fought wielding heavy
sticks and flaming torches.
The tragic outcome has re-
ignited sharp concerns over
the persistence of this violent
tradition, despite recurring
attempts by authorities to
prevent casualties.

The violent confrontation
erupted following the celes-
tial wedding of Lord Mala
Malleswara Swamy as the
processional idols were be-
ing brought down the hill.

Devotees from 11 sur-

o Stick fight turns
bloody during
midnight ritual

e Devotees from 11
villages clash over
processional idols

o Despite tight
security, deadly
tradition claims
another life

rounding villages, divided
into opposing factions, en-
gaged in a fierce battle to se-
cure possession of the idols
of Goddess Malamma and
Lord Malleswara Swamy.
Armed with sticks and
torches, participants attacked
one another, causing severe
head trauma and heavy
bleeding. Despite suffering
painful injuries, devotees
continued the fight, trans-
forming the sacred proces-
sion into a scene of chaotic

Wednesday night
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Devotees engage in violent stick fight during the annual
Bunni festival at Devaragattu in Holagunda mandal late on

Despite extensive aware-
ness drives and heavy secu-
rity deployments organised
by police and the district
administration, the violent
clashes continue unabated.
Participants typically smug-
gle sticks onto the temple
grounds disguised as regular
pilgrims before launching
into attacks around mid-
night. The recurring loss
of life and heavy injuries
present a formidable chal-
lenge to law enforcement,
highlighting an urgent need

57

100 njored in Deveragattu Bunni festival closhes

bloodshed. The deceased has
been identified as Pothuraju,
a resident of Alur. More than
100 injured devotees were
rushed to government hos-
pitals in Alur and Adoni for
emergency medical treat-
ment. Popularly known as
the “stick fight” festival, the
centuries-old ritual takes
place at midnight follow-
ing Vijayadashami, draw-
ing thousands of devotees

Ahoy Hyderabad...!

Holidays end; return journey sparks traffic snarls on highways

MM FarooQuI
HYDERABAD

WITH the conclusion of
the Dasara festival, massive
traffic congestion was wit-
nessed on the major high-
ways as a large number of
people who travelled to
their native places especially
in Andhra Pradesh for the
Dasara festival began their
return journey.

Long queues of vehicles
were witnessed, causing se-
vere inconvenience to com-
muters. Heavy rush was also
reported at key toll plazas
where vehicles were made to
wait for hours.

The National Highway 65,
the Hyderabad - Vijayawa-
da stretch triggered long
bumper-to-bumper  traffic
across multiple stretches.

Traffic movement slowed
significantly since Wednes-
day due to the surge in ve-
hicles heading towards Hy-
derabad. Congestion was
also reported at other places
due to the heavy inflow of
vehicles towards Hyderabad.

e Commuters face
hours of waiting

* Ongoing flyover
construction
slows traffic at
Choutuppal

* Over 7,000 special
buses deployed to
ease rush

Traffic police and highway
officials were seen making
efforts to regulate vehicle
movement and clear conges-
tion at the affected stretch.
However, due to the con-
tinuous inflow of vehicles
returning after the Dasara
holidays, traffic remained
heavy for most of the day.

Although educational in-
stitutions are scheduled to
reopen on October 23 after
the Dasara holidays, many
people had started their
journey a day in advance to
avoid congestion.

Traffic moved slowly near
Choutuppal due to ongoing

flyover bridge construction
work, causing delays for ve-
hicles heading towards Hy-
derabad.

Heavy traffic was also
reported on the Nagpur,
Mumbai and Warangal high-
ways as commuters returned
from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana districts, includ-
ing Medak, Siddipet and
Sangareddy.

Meanwhile, TGSRTC has
finalised arrangements to
handle the return journey
rush starting October 22,
with peak crowds expected

over the weekend of October
25 and 26. To accommodate
festival travellers across Tel-
angana, the corporation is
deploying over 7,000 special
buses.

According to TGSRTC of-
ficials, the Karimnagar zone
alone will operate 3,533 spe-
cial services.

The regional breakdown
includes 431 buses from
Adilabad, 719 from Nizama-
bad, 1,175 from Karimnagar,
530 from Warangal, and 678
from Khammam.

The Hyderabad zone will

operate 2,155 special buses,
including 645 from Mah-
bubnagar, 255 from Medak,
815 from Nalgonda and 440
from Rangareddy. In addi-
tion, the Greater Hyderabad
Zone will operate 1,312 spe-
cial services.

Authorities have advised
commuters to plan travel
during off-peak hours and
follow traffic advisories to
avoid inconvenience. The
traffic situation is expected
to remain tense over the
next two days as the festive
exodus continues.

Centre extends CS
Sai Prasad’s tenure

Hans NEws SERVICE
AMARAVATI

THE Central government
has extended the tenure of
Andhra Pradesh chief sec-
retary G Sai Prasad by an-
other six months, until May
31, 2027. The department
of personnel and training
(DoPT), under the Un-
ion ministry of personnel,
public grievances and pen-
sions, issued orders approv-
ing the extension following
a proposal from the state
government. In a letter to
the principal secretary of
the state general administra-
tion (political) department,
Rajesh Kumar Yadav, under
secretary in the Union min-
istry of personnel, conveyed
the Centre’s approval to ex-
tend Sai Prasad’s tenure by
six months. A 1991-batch
IAS officer, Sai Prasad had
earlier received a six-month
extension from June 1 to No-
vember 30, 2026.

for more effective preventive

across Andhra Pradesh, strategies to curb the danger-
Karnataka, Telangana, and  ous practice.
Mabharashtra.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Office of the Principal Chief Materials Manager

dquarters Office, Baroda House, New Delhi-110001

Sub: - Inti

of Pre-bid t of DESKTOP BASED SIM

by this office. The

No. 15265111/P-15

ing for p

ULATOR FOR THREE PHASE ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE in newspaper.
Tender No. 15265111 for procurement of 25 Nos. of DESKTOP BASED
SIMULATOR FOR THREE PHASE ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE has been published

pre-bid meeting is scheduled for 03.11.2026 in PCMM Conference

Room, Stores Branch, Baroda House from 15:00 hrs onwards & tender Is due to
open on dated 26.11.2026. Estimated Cost of Purchase is approx. Rs. 9527
Crore. Please make it convenient to attend the pre-bid meeting.

(SHANTANU SINGH)

Dt. 22.10.2026 DY. Chief Material Manager/DSL

SERVING CUSTOMER WITH A SMILE Al

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Sr. DCMIFS,

NOTICE INVITING QUOTATIONS (NIQ)

India invites gquotations for Provision of Supply, Installation, Maintenance and
Scanning through 04 Parcel Scanner Machines (supplied by the contractor) for
scanning of outward parcels i.e. "leased and Railway booked".

i Duration of contract: | With effect from 00:00 hours on 07.11,2026 upto 3 months.
For more details and information kindly visit Northern Railway's website:

| www.nr.indianrailway.gov.in or contact 9717631962

| Last date for submission of NIQis| upto 12:00 Hrs on 28.10.2026

Northern Railway, Delhi Division for and on behalf of President of

P 1<

No.C9-Parcel-Q

ANVT-2026 Date: 21.10.2026

Parcel

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE ELZIFIED

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Dy. Chief E

under noted work

TENDER NOTICE
lectrical EngineeriConst./Northern Railway, DRM Office, New

Delhi-110001 invites EPC-tender under Single stage Two Packet System for the

Name of
1| work and
location

Cable for the connection of SP/SSP/ In NDLS-CPYZ Section of
Dethi Division of Northern Railway for raising of speed to 160
Kmph.

Design, Supply, Erection, Testing, Commissioning of Laying of

2 | Completion period of the work

12 Months

3 | Approx. Cost of work

Rs. 94,15,93,660.90/-

Bid Security amount (to be deposited
Online as given in Tender)

Rs. 1,88,31,900/-

Date & Time
5| of opening
of tender

Tenders will be opened on or after 11,00 hrs on date
18.11.2026 on IREPS web site L.e. www.ireps.gov.in. The
bidders can participate in the epc-tender.

Detailed
Tender

6| Notice &
Tender
Document

The detailed e-tender notice and tender document is available
on www.ireps.gov.in. Above tender document will be available
for submission of offer on IREPS web site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in
from 23.10.2026 to 13.11.2026. All other terms and conditions in
respect of above tenders are given in tender document. The
detailed tender notice also can be seen on the Notice Board of
the above office.

Tender No.: 347-R/Dy.CEE/C/NDLS/2026-27/EPC Dated: 22.10.2026

3672/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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When you get a new role, | take it as a challenge. When this news came (appointed
vice-captain), | felt good that I could help the other players as much as possible for the
team. So, when | got this role, | was very happy. My mindset is to win as many matches

as possible for the team, whether as a player or as vice-captain. In this role, | can help
Smriti as much as possible.
-Deepti Sharma, Indian women cricketer

Sports
Natjon

1stT201-226 chased, records smashed

Samson, Dhir power India
to thrilling win over NZ

CHRISTCHURCH

INDIA carried their rich
run-scoring vein from the
West Indies series into New
Zealand, as Sanju Samson’s
33-ball 67 and Naman Dhir’s
late assault of an unbeaten
42 off just 15 balls powered
them to hunt down 226, their
highest-ever chase in T20Is,
and beat New Zealand by
four wickets in front of a sell-
out crowd at the Hagley Oval
on Thursday.

Earlier, on a fresh pitch,
Glenn Phillips smashed a
40-ball 82 not out and lifted
New Zealand to an impos-
ing 225/4. But the superlative
efforts of Samson and Dhir,
along with dew coming into
the picture, ensured India
completed the chase with
two balls to spare in a run-
fest that produced 455 runs
in front of a sell-out crowd.

While India rejoiced over
acing a record chase, New
Zealand, despite their mo-
ments in the field, will rue
their inability to stitch tight
overs and being erratic in
fielding. Being wayward in
the powerplay, and conced-
ing 17 extras left them play-
ing catch-up for the rest
of the innings. The second
game of the series will be
played at the same venue on
Saturday.

India’s chase began ex-
plosively, with  Abhishek
Sharma smashing a six off

the final ball of the first
over. Ferguson conceded
22 runs in his opening over,
while Milne leaked 26 as
India raced to 94/1 in the
powerplay. Abhishek struck
29 off 12 balls before falling
to Michael Bracewell. Sam-
son reached his fifty in 23
balls, hitting eight fours and
four sixes, before Mitchell
Santner dismissed him for
67.

India then slipped to 122/4
as Tilak Varma and Ishan
Kishan departed cheaply.
Axar Patel scored 24 off 14
balls, while captain Shreyas
Iyer contributed 42 off 28.
With 48 needed from 24

balls, Dhir turned the contest
around, attacking Santner
and Ferguson. Needing eight
in the final over, India sealed
victory through Dhirs four
and six off Matt Henry.
Earlier, Finn Allen
smashed 45 off 24 balls,
while Daryl Mitchell made
28 and Bevon Jacobs scored
31. Phillips dominated with
an unbeaten 82, reaching his
13th T20I fifty. India’s bowl-
ers struggled, with Axar con-
ceding 51 runs, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar 49 and Arshdeep
Singh 45. Arshdeep, playing
his 100th T20I, also ran out
Jacobs. India’s sloppy field-
ing and dropped catches

51st National Sub Jr Chess C’ship 2026

compounded their problems,
while New Zealand’s 17 ex-
tras proved costly.

The teams meet again at
Hagley Oval on Saturday,
with India carrying momen-
tum after a record-breaking
triumph.

BRIEF SCORES:

New Zealand 225/4 in 20
overs (Glenn Phillips 82 not
out, Finn Allen 45; Mayank
Yadav 1-40, Arshdeep Singh
1-45) lost to India 230/6 in
19.4 overs (Sanju Samson 67,
Naman Dhir 42 not out; Mi-
chael Bracewell 2-37, Mitch-
ell Santner 2-39) by four
wickets.

Telangana’s 10-year-old Divith Reddy clinches title

HYDERABAD: Ten-year-old
Telangana chess prodigy Candi-
date Master (CM) Divith Reddy
Adulla clinched the open title
at the 51st National Sub-Junior
Under-15 Chess Championship
2026, held at Subham Conven-
tion Centre, Hyderabad, on
October 20. The 35th-seeded
player, rated 2,086 Elo, emerged
champion with 10 points after
11 rounds, edging out S Mad-
hesh Kumar of Puducherry on
tie-breaks.

Diviths fearless, gritty atti-

tude and nerves
of steel helped

him  overcome
the challenge in \ﬁl{f g
a competitive s

field. His victory |
highlighted  Tel- |
anganas growing

presence in junior § ¥ |
chess. He received o
the prestigious ti- e

L TI nine points, ahead
" of

tle from All India
Chess Federation
president  Nitin
Narang, in the presence of P

i TE

A gun
0
-

— Malla Reddy, gen-
eral secretary of the

Telangana Olympic
Association,  and
Reddyreddy Laxmi
Reddy, president of

Jl
a the Telangana State

Chess Association.

Niladri  Baner-
jee of West Bengal
finished third with

Madhvendra
Pratap Sharma of
Madhya Pradesh, also on nine.

In the girls’ section, Delhis
Prishita Gupta won the title
with 10 points, conceding only
two draws. WEM Nivedita V
C of Tamil Nadu finished run-
ner-up with nine points, while
WEM Maitreyi Mondal took
third with 8.5 points. Both
champions received ¥90,000
each. AICF head of operations
Ajeet Kumar Verma and TSCA
secretary A Jayachandra were
among those present at the
prize distribution. K S Prasad
served as tournament director.

ik

French Open badminton

Sindhu, Ashmita
cruise into last 8

PaRrIs

DOUBLE Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu and young
Indian  shuttler ~Ashmita
Chaliha sailed into the
women’s singles quarterfi-
nals with straight-game wins
over Japan’s Riko Gunji and
Akane Yamaguchi, respec-
tively, at the USD 950,000
French Open badminton
tournament here on Thurs-
day.

Unseeded Ashmita was
the star of the day, upsetting
world No. 2 and third seed
Yamaguchi 21-19 21-18 in
a second-round match that
lasted 37 minutes.

Sindhu then prevailed
over Gunji 21-12 21-16 in a
match lasting 44 minutes to
progress to the quarterfinals.

Earlier in the day, India’s
Ayush Shetty and Tanvi
Sharma bowed out in the
pre-quarterfinals of their re-
spective events.

Taking the court first
among the Indians, Tanvi
was no match for world No.
1 and top seed An Se Young
of South Korea, losing 11-
21, 14-21 in a 37-minute
womens singles match.

Later, Shetty forfeited his
match against sixth seed Ko-
dai Naraoka of Japan due to
an undisclosed injury while
trailing 17-21, 6-11 in a
men’s singles second-round
match.

Shetty had earlier defeat-
ed compatriot Kidambi Sri-
kanth in the opening round
to progress in the tourna-
ment.

Shaunak wins Rapid, Santosh
Sai bags Blitz chess title

HYDERABAD:  FIDE-rated
players Sree Shaunak Chanda
and Kandi Santosh Sai Karthik
emerged champions in the Rap-
id and Blitz events, respectively,
at the A2H Open Rapid and
Blitz Prize Money Chess Tour-
naments held at A2H Chess
Academy, Kukatpally.

In an interesting reversal, the
two players finished runner-up
in each other’s events. Shaunak
topped the Rapid competition,
while Santosh Sai secured sec-
ond place. In the Blitz event,
Santosh Sai claimed the title,
with Shaunak finishing runner-
up. The tournaments offered a
combined prize pool of ¥30,000,
with K15,000 allocated to each
event. The winner in each cat-
egory received 4,000, while the
runner-up was awarded ¥3,000.

The Rapid event attracted 66
participants, while 43 players
competed in the Blitz tourna-

@

Sree Shaunak Ch;nda and
Kandi Santosh Sai Karthik

ment, reflecting strong partici-
pation in both formats.

In Rapid, Sri Akhil Prasad
finished third, followed by G
V Srinivasa Rao, Nagavarapu
Saket, Shanmukha Pulli, Akhil
Repalle, S V C Chakravarthi,
N Rohith and Manoj Reddy
Maram.

In Blitz, Surya Alakanti se-
cured third place, followed by
Sri Akhil Prasad, N Rohith, G
V Srinivasa Rao, ] Malleswara
Rao, Tijil Singh, Akhil Repalle
and V U Diwakar.

Asian Para Games

Sheetal’s double gold
headlines India’s
88-medal surge

NAGOYA: Armless archer
Sheetal Devi picked up two
gold medals in less than two
hours to reaffirm her peer-
less credentials, while the
track-and-field  contingent
remained the biggest con-
tributor to India’s tally, which
swelled to 88 at the Asian
Para Games on Thursday.

The 19-year-old world
champion and world num-
ber one first teamed up with
Toman Kumar to defend the
mixed team gold, beating
Indonesias Teodora Audi
Ayudia Ferelly and Ken Swa-
gumilang 151-148.

She then overcame a
four-point deficit to defeat
Singapore’s Alim Nur Syahi-
dah 142-139, repeating their
individual final result from
Hangzhou 2023.

India’s medal count stood
at 21 gold, 26 silver and 41
bronze. Para-athletics led
the haul with 52 medals, in-
cluding 18 gold. Suvarna Raj
opened the day’s gold rush
by winning the women’s F54
discus with a best throw of
15.66m. Shailesh Kumar
led an Indian sweep in the
men’s T63 high jump, setting
a Games record of 1.89m.
Varun Bhati won silver with
1.84m, while Rahul took
bronze with 1.81m. Anja-
naben Bumbadiya won the
women’s T47 400m in 59.97
seconds, ahead of Jayanti Be-
hera (1:00.65). Dilip Mahadu
Gavit claimed the men’s T47
400m gold in 48.27 seconds,

while Dharmaraj Solairaj
defended his long jump
crown with an Asian record
of 7.15m. Tejalben Damor
added a silver in the women’s
T12 400m.

Archery also witnessed
history as Swati Chaudhary
won India’s first Asian Para
Games medal in the W1
category, taking silver after
losing 4-6 to Chinas Cen

Mengkan.
In swimming, teenage
Andhra  Pradesh  swim-

mer Ravi Budigina claimed
bronze in the men’s S13 50m
freestyle in 25.89 seconds,
completing a hat-trick of
medals. Kapil Kumar won
silver in the S10 400m free-
style, while Swatik Patil and
Tejas Nandakumar secured
bronze medals in the SB9
100m breaststroke and S7
100m backstroke, respec-
tively.

India also secured a men’s
SL3 badminton final be-
tween Pramod Bhagat and
Nitesh Kumar. Bhagat de-
feated Koreas Lee Seunghu
after a 2-hour-9-minute bat-
tle, while Nitesh reached the
singles and mixed doubles
SL3-SUS5 finals with Thulasi-
mathi Murugesan. Naveen
Sivakumar entered the SL4
final.

In table tennis, Bhavina
Patel and Subham Wadhwa
won bronze in mixed dou-
bles XD7 after losing their
semifinal to South Korea.

Don’t need permission to

hoist national f

NEW DELHI: All India Stu-
dents  Association (AISA)
president Neha Bora on Thurs-
day moved the Delhi High
Court challenging a police
notice directing her to execute
a bond for maintaining peace
before a special executive mag-
istrate. Her counsel argued that
citizens do not need permis-
sion to hoist the national flag.

The argument was made in
response to a police notice al-
leging that Bora had hoisted
the national flag without prior
permission.

“Question is, does this (no-
tice) have substance? We don’t
need permission to hoist the
national flag. They need a class
on law;” senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing
for Bora, told Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad.

Additional Solicitor General
Chetan Sharma, representing
the Delhi Police, questioned
the maintainability of Bora’s

ey

petition.

Bora, who has been actively
involved in protests over al-
leged irregularities in the Elec-
tion Commission’s Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, has sought the
quashing of the notice and a
direction restraining the police
from taking coercive action
against her.

Issued on October 17 under
Section 126 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik  Suraksha  Sanhita
(BNSS), the notice directed
Bora to appear before the spe-
cial executive magistrate on
October 19 and explain why
she should not furnish a per-

lag: Borg

sonal bond of Rs 10,000, along
with one surety, to maintain
peace during the period of en-
quiry.

Section 126 empowers a spe-
cial executive magistrate to re-
quire a person to execute such
a bond when there is credible
information that the person
may breach the peace, disturb
public tranquillity or commit
an act likely to cause such a dis-
turbance.

Bora was taken into preven-
tive detention on October 16
while on her way to join the
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)
‘Lehra Do Tiranga march. She
was released the following day.

Raihan Vadra art show row
‘Suppressing voice of artists
is direct ‘attack’ on democracy’

JAIPUR

FORMER  Rajasthan  chief
minister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday attacked the BJP
government over the Raihan
Vadra art show row, calling it
a direct “attack” on democracy
and clear example of “censor-
ship” Artist and photogra-
pher Raihan Vadra, the son of
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
Robert Vadra, on Wednesday
said the Bikaner House admin-
istration in the national capital
pulled down many of his pic-
tures of the recent Delhi pro-
tests ahead of a solo exhibition.

Targeting the BJP govern-
ment, Gehlot demanded an
explanation for the removal
of the photographs. “Bikaner
House is a property of the
Rajasthan government. This
means a young artist’s creativ-
ity was stifled under the BJP
government’s watch, which is
highly condemnable,” Gehlot

Eilh ] | ———

said in a statement. The Con-
gress leader alleged that the
BJP government was attempt-
ing to suppress images that re-
flected public dissent. He also
praised Vadra for refusing to
remove two photographs fea-
turing the national flag, saying
his stand demonstrated that
there could be no compromise
on respect for the tricolour.
“Suppressing the voice of
artists is a direct attack on
democracy. This is a clear ex-
ample of censorship, Gehlot
said, demanding that the BJP
government explain why the
photographs were removed.
On Wednesday, Raihan said
he was told at 3.30 pm that if
the images are not taken down

' Sles
&

by 5 pm, the show will be can-
celled. He said he had shared
the detailed proposal and lay-
out of the show well in advance
with the Bikaner House man-
agement. Bikaner House went
ahead and took down some of
the pictures.

“They told us at 3.30 pm to-
day if the images are not taken
down by 5 pm, the show will
be cancelled. They said it is not
the right time for such photos
to be shown,” Raihan had told
PTI. He said none of the im-
ages “gave out any political
message and only documented
the protests over the last six
months”. A Bikaner House offi-
cial said “they were not author-
ised to comment”. (PTT)

Eviction notice to mosque near PM’s residence: Mehbooba slams Centre

SRINAGAR

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
on Thursday criticised the
Centre over an eviction no-
tice to a century-old mosque
near the prime minister’s res-
idence, and accused the gov-
ernment of having a “blatant
disregard” for the religious
sentiments of the country’s

Muslim community. Author-
ities have served an eviction
notice to the Race Course
Mosque, which is located in
close proximity to the prime
minister’s residence in the
national capital, and discon-
nected its water and electric-
ity supply.

“Visiting mosques in Mus-
lim countries, praising their

grandeur and projecting re-
spect for Islamic sentiments
and heritage. Yet at home, a
120 year old heritage mosque
near the Prime Minister’s
residence faces an eviction
notice threatening its very
existence. This glaring con-
tradiction between admira-
tion for mosques abroad and
blatant disregard for the re-

ligious sentiments of India’s
own Muslim community is
mind boggling, to say the
least,” Mehbooba said in a
post on X.

According to  officials,
the mosque management
received an eviction notice
around October 19 and was
given six days to vacate the
premises.

Kanpur horror
Man run-over after being
pinned to car roof; 2 held

KANPUR (UP): A 37-year-
old man was allegedly
pinned to the roof of a car
with his hands trapped in its
rear window panes and driv-
en for around 1.5 km before
being thrown onto the road
and run over by the same ve-
hicle in Kanpur, police said
on Thursday.

Commissioner of Police
Raghubir Lal told PTT that
two of the three accused
named in the murder case
have been arrested. The vic-
tim, Biru Singh Badauria,
a salesperson with a food
products company, was re-
turning home after visiting a
Dussehra fair when the inci-
dent took place in the Hanu-
mant Vihar area on Tuesday
night.

According to a complaint
filed by his father, Ram
Shankar Singh, the accused
intercepted Badauria and as-
saulted him. When he tried
to flee, they allegedly hit him
with their car, pinned him
to its roof with his hands
trapped in the rear window
panes and drove at high
speed for around 1.5 km.

They then allegedly threw

him onto the road and ran
over him with the vehicle.
Badauria was initially taken
to a private hospital and
later shifted to Lala Lajpat
Rai (LLR) Hospital, where
he died during treatment on
Wednesday.

The family alleged that the
attack stemmed from an ear-
lier dispute between Badau-
ria and two of the accused,
Rajveer and Mewa Yadav,
residents of Khadepur’s Nai
Basti.

The victim’s brother ini-
tially lodged a complaint
describing the incident as
a road accident, following
which a case was registered.
The victim’s father later filed
a separate complaint alleging
murder and naming Rajveer,
Mewa Yadav and Pintu, ac-
cording to Lal.

The police are examining
CCTV footage and have re-
covered the vehicle involved
in the incident, he said. Ra-
jveer and Pintu have been
arrested, while efforts are
underway to trace the third
accused, Lal said, adding
that further action would be
taken based on the evidence.
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“Indian companies will need to adopt a more strategic
approach to the European market. This includes identifying
products where tariff advantages are significant, building
relationships with European buyers, upgrading product
quality, and integrating into European supply chains,”

-Anant Swarup, Secretary General, FICCI

Business
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V-Rich logs rise
in subscriptions

-Rich expanded its

buffalo milk sub-
scription service across
West and East Hy-
derabad, offering farm-
controlled, pasteurised,
un-homogenised  milk
with 6% and 3% fat vari-
ants. Deliveries are avail-
able through its mobile
app, with no preserva-
tives or artificial stabi-
lisers.  YogithaJahnavi,
Founder & CEO, V-Rich,
said: “We are closely in-
volved with how our milk
is produced. From what
our animals are fed to
how our farms are man-
aged, we believe quality
begins at the source”

100 years of Pioneer

ioneer, a flagship seed

brand of CortevaA-
griscience, marked 100
years of agricultural in-
novation,  highlighting
over 54 years in India
and operations across 70
countries. Robert Kaan,
Head-APAC, Vylor by
Pioneer, said: “A hundred
years ago, one farmer,
one seed, and one bold
idea changed what was
possible for farmers and
agriculture. That spirit
continues to guide us
today. As we look to the
next century, our focus
remains sharply on ad-
vancing seed innovation
to meet the evolving
challenges faced by our
farmers”

Krystal Integrated
acquires Citelum

rystal Integrated

Services has ac-
quired 100 per cent of
Citelum India from
France’s EDF Group, en-
tering city lighting and
urban  infrastructure.
It plans to invest Rs100
crore, target Rs300-350
crore annual revenue
within 3-4 years and
expand across 30-40 cit-
ies. Sanjay Dighe, CEO,
Krystal Integrated, said:
“Urban infrastructure in
India is witnessing grow-
ing investment driven by
urbanization, increasing
focus on energy efficien-
cy and public infrastruc-
ture development”

50 Mercedes
cars delivered

Mahavir Motors, part
of Mahavir Group,
delivered 50 Mercedes-
Benz cars to custom-
ers during its Dussehra
Dream Days event at its
Kondapur  showroom
in Hyderabad. Coincid-
ing with Dussehra, the
event celebrated festive
aspirations, new begin-
nings and luxury car
ownership. The initiative
highlighted  Mercedes-
Benz’s appeal through its
design, technology and
comfort, while reflect-
ing customer trust in the
brand and Mahavir Mo-
tors’ focus on delivering
memorable  ownership
experiences during the
festive season.

Indriya unveils
‘Festival of Love’

ndriya, Aditya Birla
Jewellery, launched its
Diwali campaign, ‘Fes-
tival of Love, featuring
Aditi Rao Hydari and

Siddharth. It also un-
veiled Padmika, a festive
collection of 22-karat

gold jewellery featuring
traditional motifs, God-
dess Lakshmi designs and
revived GulabiMeenakari
pink enamel craftsman-
ship. Sandeep  Kohli,
CEO, Indriya, said: “The
festive season remains
one of the most impor-
tant periods for the jewel-
lery industry, shaped by
the enduring traditions
of celebration, gifting and
auspicious purchases”

BULLS BUCKLE UNDER CRUDE SURGE

Dalal Streef reels under 0l inflation fears

MUMBAI

BENCHMARK stock indices
Sensex and Nifty extended
their slide to a third straight
session on Thursday, as surg-
ing crude oil prices amid
escalating tensions in West
Asia dampened investor sen-
timent.

A broad-based selloff, es-
pecially across FMCG, pow-
er and IT stocks, and weak
global cues also kept domes-
tic equities under pressure.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 460.30 points, or
0.62 per cent, to close at
73,249.39. During the day,
the benchmark tumbled
704.58 points, or 0.95 per
cent, to hit an intraday low of
73,005.11.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
dropped 123.70 points, or
0.54 per cent, to settle at
22,687.65. In the intraday
session, the index plunged
256.5 points, or 1.12 per cent,
to alow of 22,554.85. Among
the Sensex constituents, Re-
liance Industries, Eternal,
HDFC Bank, PowerGrid,
Trent, Asian Paints, Infosys,

ITC, Bharat Electromcs Ltd
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Larsen & Toubro were the
major laggards.

Bajaj Finance, UltraTech
Cement, ICICI Bank, Sun
Pharmaceuticals, State Bank
of India, Bharti Airtel, Adani
Ports, Tata Steel, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, HCL Technolo-
gies and Bajaj Finserv were
among the gainers. "Inflation
concerns took centre stage
today as renewed escala-
tion in West Asia sent crude
prices sharply higher. The ru-
pee reversed its recent trend,
weakening steadily through
the session, which weighed
on investor sentiment. Al-

thougH the benchmark indi-

ces attempted a recovery led
by banking stocks, the move
failed to sustain at higher lev-
els," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd. With domestic
bond yields climbing back
to recent highs, equity valu-
ation premiums came under
renewed scrutiny and selling
broadened across almost all
sectors, he added.

"Consequently, tracking
negative global cues ahead of
Japan’s inflation data, Indian
equities ended lower after a
volatile session, with mid-
and small-cap segments un-
derperforming large caps,"
Nair said.

OIL SHOCK
KNOCKS RUPEE
DOWN 44 PAISE

MUMBAI: The rupee slumped
44 paise to close at 94.82
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Thursday, weighed
down by a negative trend in
the domestic equity markets
and surging crude oil prices.
According to forex analysts,
the rupee began trading on
a flat-to-lower trajectory due
to sluggish domestic equities
and surging crude oil prices.
Escalation of attacks by
Yemeni Houthis on Saudi
Arabia’s energy infrastruc-
ture deteriorated global
market sentiment, they said,
adding that softening of the
dollar index and a decline

in US Treasury yields cush-
ioned the downside. Atthe
interbank foreign exchange
market, the rupee opened
at 94.47 against the dollar,
then lost ground to touch an
intra-day low of 94.94 and
finally settled for the day at
94.82 (provisional), register-
ing a decline of 44 paise
over its previous close.

BULLION RALLY
FALTERS AS GOLD,
SILVER RETREAT

NEW DELHI: Gold
prices fell by Rs 1,000
to Rs 1.48 lakh per 10
grams in the national
capital on Thursday,
while silver tumbled

Rs 5,900 to a 10-month
low of Rs 2.07 lakh per
kilogram amid weak
trends in the interna-
tional markets. The
yellow metal of 99.9

per cent purity closed
at Rs 1.49 lakh per 10
grams on Wednesday.
Silver also plunged Rs
5,900 to Rs 2,07,500 per
kilogram, inclusive of all
taxes, from the previous
close of Rs 2,13,400

per kg, according to

the All India Sarafa
Association. The white
metal previously traded
around these levels at
Rs 2,07,600 per kg on
December 18, 2025.

Govt, LIC to stay invested
in IDBI Bank but

surrender board seats

TO EXIT PROMOTER ROLES AND
REMAIN PUBLIC SHAREHOLDERS

NEw DELHI

THE government and Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) intend to remain
public shareholders in IDBI
Bank after the proposed
strategic sale to Canada's
Fairfax Financial Holdings,
with their individual stakes
capped at 15 per cent and no
representation on the bank's
board, DIPAM Secretary
Arunish Chawla said.

“Both the Government of
India and LIC want to be-
come public shareholders. To
become public shareholders,
you cannot hold more than
15 per cent equity. You also
cannot sit on the board,” he
said.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India has di-
rected LIC to reduce its post-
dilution stake from 19 per
cent to 15 per cent, increas-
ing the bank's public float by
four percentage points.

Last week, the government
approved the sale of a com-
bined 60.72 per cent stake
in IDBI Bank to Fairfax for
about Rs 53,000 crore ($5.5
billion), marking a major
step in India's long-delayed
banking privatisation drive.

Fairfax will acquire the
government's 30.48 per cent
stake, valued at about Rs
26,620 crore, and LIC's 30.24
per cent holding, valued at
around Rs 26,440 crore.

The Canadian billionaire
Prem Watsa-led company

will pay Rs 81 per share,
above the benchmark fair
value of Rs 75.99 determined
by two independent valua-
tion agencies.

Following the strategic
restructuring, responsibility
for running the bank and in-
fusing capital when required
will rest with Fairfax, Chawla
said.

The transaction is expect-
ed to be completed by the
end of the current financial
year, subject to regulatory
clearances from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). Fair-
fax will submit the required
technical papers and cre-
dentials to the RBI. Once ap-
proval is secured, the share
purchase agreement will be
signed.

The strategic buyer will
also be required to make
an open offer to minority
shareholders, giving them an
opportunity to tender their
shares under applicable regu-
lations.

The sale process began in
2022 and suffered a setback
earlier this year when initial
bids fell below the govern-
ment's reserve price. The
transaction is expected to be
one of India's largest foreign
investments in the banking
sector.

Govt mulls emergency
braking systems for new cars

NEw DELHI

THE Road Ministry has pro-
posed mandating Advanced
Emergency Braking Systems
(AEBS) for all new car mod-
els starting October 2030 to
curb road accidents.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH), in a draft notifica-
tion dated October 19, 2026,
said that for pre-2030 still-
in-production models, AEBS
would be mandatory from
October 2032.

AEBS provides automatic
braking in the event of fail-
ure of the driver to respond
to emergency situations to
either avoid a crash or reduce
the impact of a collision.

“Provided that, M1 cat-

egory of vehicles manufac-
tured on and after 1st Octo-
ber 2030 in the case of new

models and 1st October
2032 in the case of all models
shall be fitted with Advanced
Emergency Braking System,
conforming to AIS-185, as
amended from time to time,”
the draft notification said.
The government has man-
dated multiple measures,
especially focused on brak-
ing systems, to enhance the

safety of medium and heavy-
duty vehicles.

To enhance brake perfor-
mance, a revised braking
standard has been mandated
for trucks effective October
1, 2027.

Braking systems have been
advanced with the man-
datory implementation of
electronic stability control
systems (AIS 162) for trucks
from October 1, 2027, which
provide stability, especially
in the event of braking at
curves. The draft rules will
be taken into consideration
after the expiry of thirty days
from the date on which the
copies of this notification, as
published in the Gazette of
India, are made available to
the public.

Day 2: Jio IPO draws
blockbuster response

330,213-crore issue subscribed 5.6 times
as institutional demand surges

MUMBAI

JIO Platforms’ IPO main-
tained its momentum in
attracting investors across
all categories on Day 2 of
its IPO. The oversubscrip-
tion raised to 5.6 times the
shares on offer, as each and
every sub-category got over-
flooded with applications.
The public offer had wit-
nessed an extraordinary de-
mand in anchor book, with
applications received in ex-
cess of Rs 2.5 lakh crore for
shares worth Rs 8,110 crore.
The demand for the re-
maining 19.75 crore shares
reached 110 crore as day 2
of bidding drew to a close.
This meant the total demand

stood at Rs 1.23 lakh crore.

The QIB section reached
oversubscription level of 13.3
times, with bids of Rs 72,898
crore. The NII section was
5.97x oversubscribed with
bids of Rs 24,330 crore.

The Retail investors’ quota
was 1.54 times oversub-
scribed with aggregate bids
of Rs 14,652 crore. Reserved
portion for the employees
also witness demand double
that of available shares.

The section witnessed bids
of Rs 1,103 crore, against an
availability of Rs 500 crore.
Existing RIL shareholders
bidding in the IPO too ap-
plied for 4x the available
shares with total bids cross-
ing Rs 10,107 crore.

Rubio concludes India visit, says advanced
economic and energy security cooperation

NEW DELHI: US Secretary

of State Marco Rubio on
Thursday said that continuing
to build economic partnership
and energy security coopera-
tion makes both India and the
US stronger as he wrapped
up his three-day visit, which
took him to the country's
financial capital Mumbai and
a key refinery site in Gujarat's
Jamnagar.

In Mumbai, Rubio also held
bilateral talks with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Tuesday. "Just departed
India having advanced our
economic and strategic priori-
ties in the region. Continuing
to build our economic part-
nership and energy security
cooperation makes both our
nations stronger," Rubio

posted on X.

He also shared a photo of him
and US envoy Sergio Gor, with
the iconic Gateway of India in
Mumbai in the background.
The Secretary of State had
landed in Mumbai on October
20 to advance bilateral ties in
energy, trade and investment,
defence, and critical technolo-
gies, and exchange views on
the West Asia crisis.

The US Mission in India, in a
statement on Thursday, said
that Secretary Rubio visited
Mumbai and Jamnagar from
October 20-22 to "advance
the US-India strategic partner-
ship, strengthen commercial
and investment ties, and
reaffirm the United States'
commitment to a prosperous
and secure Indo-Pacific".

Al unlikely to cause mass job losses,
reskilling will create opportunities: Al nmneer

NEw DELHI

Al pioneer Andrew Ng said
that artificial intelligence is
unlikely to trigger a mass loss
of jobs but will instead create
new opportunities if workers
reskill.

He urged students and
professionals to focus on ac-
quiring new skills rather than
fearing being replaced by
machines, Andrew Ng said.

Andrew called for edu-
cation and training pro-
grammes to anticipate the
manner in which work
would evolve, rather than

focus exclusively on the skills
currently in demand.

The expert said that cur-
rent Al systems are not yet
capable of eliminating the
vast majority of jobs and that
the technology often makes
workers more productive, al-

lowing businesses to expand
and hire more people. “There
will be hope and it’s not near-
ly as bad as the hype says it
will,” he said.

Many businesses have
hyped up the AI job apoca-
lypse to make themselves
look larger than their true
potential or to gain PR at-
tention, adding that recent
data suggested Al was creat-
ing more jobs than it was de-
stroying.

Andrew cited software en-
gineering as an example of
how AI can reshape, and not
cut employment. "Certainly,

in the United States, the
number of software engmeer
job postings is up because
when we make software en-
gineers much more produc-
tive, we want to hire a lot
more of them," he noted.

He predicted a similar pat-
tern to follow in other sec-
tors as Al tools become more
widely adopted.

"We're readying them not
for the jobs of 2026 or even,
heaven forbid, the jobs of
2024, but for the jobs of 2028
and beyond. So that's the
challenge ahead of us," he
said.

GST rolls out faster reforms fmm November 1

NEw DELHI

SIMPLIFIED GST registra-
tion for small sellers on e-
commerce platforms, faster
refunds, unified registration
documentation and a mini-
mum threshold for issuing
tax notices are among the
Goods and Services Tax pro-
cess reforms likely to take ef-
fect from November 1.

The 57th GST Council
meeting held on October 8
approved several reforms
covering registration, re-
turns, refunds and adjudi-
cation. Changes that can be
implemented  administra-
tively will be rolled out in
phases from November I,
2026, while those requiring

amendments to the GST law
will take effect from April 1,
2027.

Notifications and circulars
relating to the process re-
forms have been approved by
the legal department and are
likely to be issued on Friday,
an official said.

SIMPLIFIED
E-COMMERCE
REGISTRATION

Small sellers supplying
goods through e-commerce
platforms across multiple

states and Union Territories,
where they have no physi-
cal presence, can declare the
platform's warehouse in that
state as their Principal Place
of Business, subject to pre-
scribed conditions, includ-

ing monthly 1nput tax credit
passed on of up to Rs 2.5
lakh.

Sellers must have a genu-
ine presence in one state,
where physical verification
and Aadhaar authentication
will be completed. Registra-
tions in other states can be

obtained with the e-com-
merce platform's consent,
without further tax officer
involvement.

The move could benefit
around 9.5 lakh small sellers
by enabling access to national
markets without establishing
physical offices in every state.

STREAMLINED
REGISTRATION

A comprehensive circu-
lar will specify documents
and information required
for GST registration. The
GST REG-01 form will in-
clude prescribed document
options, while the portal
will offer clearer navigation,
drop-down lists and tooltips
to reduce errors, queries and
rejections.
FASTER REFUNDS

Excess balances in electron-
ic cash ledgers will be refunded
automatically without officer
intervention. The deadline for
issuing acknowledgements or
deficiency memos will be re-
duced from 15 days to 10 days.

For zero-rated supplies and

inverted duty structure claims,
90 per cent of the refund
amount will be provisionally
sanctioned automatically, sub-
ject to system-based risk as-
sessment.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

A minimum threshold of Rs
10,000 will be prescribed for
issuing show-cause notices to
reduce compliance burdens
and litigation.

Effective date: November
1, 2026, for administrative
changes. Law amendments:
Reforms requiring legislative
changes from April 1, 2027.
Beneficiaries: Around 9.5
lakh small e-commerce sell-
ers. Refunds: 90% provisional
refunds for eligible zero-rated
and inverted-duty claims.

ICICI Life launches
new retirement plan

HaNs BUSINESS
HYDERABAD

ICICI Prudential Life Insur-
ance Limited has expanded
its retirement solutions port-
folio with the launch of ICI-
CI Life Guaranteed Indexed
Pension, an annuity product
designed to combine guaran-
teed income with inflation-
protected market returns.

The new retirement plan
blends a Guaranteed Annu-
ity with a Variable Annuity
component, allowing policy-
holders to balance financial
stability with growth.

The plans feature Flexible
Market Linkage where Cus-
tomers can allocate between
60% and 100% of their in-
vestment to a guaranteed
annuity. The remaining por-
tion is linked to the NIFTY
50 Total Return Index (TRI),
offering upside potential to
help protect retirement funds
against inflation.

Vikas Gupta, Chief Prod-
uct Officer, ICICI Life Insur-
ance, said: “With ICICI Life
Guaranteed Indexed Pen-
sion, customers can choose
the level of guaranteed in-
come they are comfortable
with along with the oppor-
tunity to benefit from mar-
ket performance. This flex-
ibility enables them to make
informed choices and plan
their retirement years with
greater confidence and finan-
cial security. The product of-
fers single-life and joint-life
options with return of pur-
chase price. Upon unfortu-
nate demise of the annuitant
or the last surviving annui-
tant, death benefit equal to
total premiums paid would
be returned to the nominee.”




‘RAMAYANA' TO ADOPT PAY-PER-VIEW MODEL

SUHAS SISTU

he digital rights of
the film Ramayana
will reportedly

explore the possibility

of a pay-per-view model
on JioHotstar after its
theatrical run. The venture
is expected to provide

an additional revenue
stream for the ambitious
production, despite
challenges with digital
piracy.

Unlike traditional over-
the-top (OTT) streaming
services, which allow
viewers to watch films with
existing subscriptions, a
pay-per-view model would
require users to make an
extra payment to view a
chosen film. In the case
of Ramayana , the main
uncertainty concerns
whether its massive star
power and mythology-

Will the viewers prefer
pald streaming over piracy?

driven appeal will be
enough to encourage
viewers to spend more
money on watching the
film at home.

The film’s scale and
star power could pay off,
drawing viewers to a legal
source to watch the epic
on their TVs or mobile
phones. However, figuring
out the price is likely to
be crucial, as too steep a
charge and some viewers
who cannot afford it will
turn to piracy or simply
wait for the film to enter
regular OTT subscriptions.

The challenge of
unauthorised copies is
likely to be even more
acute for big-budget Indian
films. Illegal uploads often
appear online shortly
after a film’s premiere,
threatening to damage its
earnings. Thus, preventing
copyright violations and

quickly removing such
content would be extremely
important if the reported
plan comes to fruition.
The proposed pay-
per-view model could
be good for business if
the price is right. Aside
from being attractive to
the target audience, it
will help to maximise
revenues, ensuring that the
budget-heavy production
generates sufficient
returns. Despite apparent
risks, Ramayana ’s makers
have an opportunity to
benefit massively from the
bold approach, striking a
balance between keeping
the price reasonable and
profitable. The suggested
format is a reported
possibility rather than an
official announcement,
meaning that it is likely to
be a closely-watched trial
for Indian cinema’s future.

hype in the industry.

The star made his mark with Eeshwar
and has since come a long way, ruling the
Tollywood film industry for more than two
decades. However, the Baahubali franchise
catapulted the actor to new heights and
made him a national hero, as the franchise
ruled the multiplexes across the country.
The actor's Baahubali 2 and Kalki 2898

AD have grossed more than X1,000 crore
worldwide, securing his position among
the top Indian stars who rule the box
office. The actor has amassed enormous

The fans have come a long way in
celebrating the birthday of Rebel star
Prabhas. The actor has carved a niche
for himself in the hearts of millions and has
fetched massive success with his versatile
performances in the yatra of his career. The
Rebel star is popularly called Darling, and
he has indeed become one of the biggest
Pan India stars after ruling Tollywood. The
actor's upcoming projects keep us glued to
the screen and have generated unparalleled

Birthday

Prabhas: The

darling who
“conquered

Indian cinema

popularity across several languages and is a big
draw in Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, and Kannada
film industries. He also enjoys incredible good-
will in the US, UK, and Japan. His recent Salaar
has been an incredible hit with people from all
corners of the country, who have praised his
performances on the screen.

Moreover, the actor is not just a super star but
also a true gentleman. He has been supportive
of the fans during natural calamities and has
offered help in whatever capacity possible. He

has also been commended for his charitable

activities by his contemporaries in the industry.

The actor's upcoming projects also seem to
be promising. With films like Spirit, directed by
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Fauzi, directed by Hanu-
Raghavapudi, Kalki 2, directed by Nag Ashwin,
and Salaar 2, directed by Prashanth Neel, the
Rebel star seems to be unstoppable.

Happy birthday Prabhas, here's hoping that
the actor continues to amaze us with his perfor-
mances on-screen and achieve greater heights
in his career while giving us more Pan India hits
to cherish for years!

- S Suhas

‘KilleR’ trailer launched: Harish
Shankar pra|ses SCI- fi thrlller

irector Poorvaaj
promises an unpre-
dictable movie with

KilleR, a science-fiction ac-
tion thriller starring Jyoti
Poorvaj and Poorvaaj him-
self. The film is set to release
globally on October 30th.
While launching the trailer
in Hyderabad, director Har-
ish Shankar appreciated the
technical aspects of the film,
saying that the trailer itself
gives away the kind of visual
splendour the film has. He
also wished the team luck,
saying that they have done

well to put together such a
great film without crossing
the budget.

Produced by Poorvaaj and
A. Padmanabha Reddy un-
der Think Cinema and AU &

I Studios, the film also stars
Manish Gilada, Chandrakan-
thKollu, Archana Ananth, et
al., in pivotal roles.

As per reports, Jyoti Poor-
vaj essays six different roles

in the film, which follows
a three-timeline narrative.
Speaking about the film’s sec-
ond-half twist, Poorvaaj said
that it would be challeng-
ing to guess and announced
a reward of Rs. 1 crore for
anyone who could correctly
predict the twist under the
mentioned conditions.

The makers also have tie-
ups for the film’s satellite and
digital rights, which have
created considerable buzz
around the film’s release.

-P Raviteja

‘321 ready to hit theatres today

mances, music and the entire team’s efforts are
praiseworthy;” said Shanthi Kumar. “This will
be a celebration for the entire team,” added
Ramanuja Reddy, who also made his debut as
a producer. “I believe the audience is going to
enjoy the film,” he added.

“There are wonderful songs composed by
Shanthi Kumar and Mouna Sri along
with an interesting background
score,” said music director Calvin
Joy. “The film’s clean presenta-
tion and entertaining aspect has
been appreciated by me, as well
as Shanthi Kumar and the cast,”
added Mouna Sri.
tertaining film that will connect
with family audience, especially
the younger population,” said
actress Lavanya. “I request the
audience to support the film,”
added actors Vivan Surya and
Srinivas Bhogireddy.

321 touches upon a relevant
topic relating to relation-
ships and decisions revolving
around love and marriage.

r I 1elugu movie 321 (with taglme Love
Marriage Vs Arranged) is all set to hit
the theatre on October 23. The film

directed and produced by Shanthi Kumar

Chilumula will see Mohit and Lavanya in

the lead roles. The brainchild of Ramanuja

Reddy Vangapati banner under Brahma Art

Creations, the film is the debut production for

Ramanuja Reddy.

In a special screening held on Wednesday
ahead of the film’s release, followed by a press
meet, the cast and crew spoke about how they
are confident that the film will connect with

the family audience.

RELEASE ON
JoB BER

“We have done a good film. The perfor-

321 is an en-

-P Raviteja

Shruti Haasan
charms in pearl-
embroidered attire

ctress and singer Shruti Haasan stunned in a two-piece pearl-embroidered
Aoutﬁt in a desert background. The star flaunted a strappy top with scalloped

edges and mirror embroidery. Shruti Haasan’s long skirt had a slit at the side,
and gold drop earrings, along with open, wavy hair, completed the look. Her relaxed

posture in the pictures was undoubtedly a huge hit.

In addition to being a famous actress and singer, Shruti Haasan has been dubbed
a complete performer in Indian cinema. After spending her formative years as a
singer, she began acting, singing, and composing. Shruti Haasan has gained popu-
larity throughout Indian cinema by starring in Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi films.

Shruti Haasan will appear in the Tamil film Train and the Telugu film Aakasam-
lo Oka Tara. In the meantime, her eagerly awaited Salaar Part 2 will also be

released.

-S Suhas

roducer Dheeraj Mo-
P gilineni is optimistic

that the upcoming
kids’ film, Summer Holidays,
which hits the screens this
November 6, will be a hit
with adults too. The film,
directed by Srikar, will see
Master Rohan Roy, Master
Arun, and Baby Khushi take
on pivotal roles. The mak-
ers unveiled the release date
at a press conference in Hy-
derabad.

Dheeraj Mogilineni, who
is producing the film under
Dheeraj Mogilineni Enter-
tainments banner, says the
film will take the older view-

ers down memory lane.

“The film will be a feel-
good family entertainer that
will take adults back to their

summer vacations and child-
hood days spent in their
grandparent’s village, the
producer said. While speak-

‘Summer Holidays’ locks Nov 6 release

ing about the response to the
teaser and the songs, director
Srikar said he was pleasantly
surprised by the love for the
film. “T think it will have a
great response as a feel-good
family entertainer;” he added.
Music director = SinjithYer-
ramilli also urged mov-
iegoers to watch the film in
theaters. “The team has stra-
tegically planned the release
date to avoid the competition
with other big films, and we
want people to come watch
the film on the big screen be-
cause we believe in an afford-
able price for small films,
added Dheeraj.  -P Raviteja
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has been his dream come

true and that he wants this
film to take his young people into the life and teachings of the great Ramanujacharya.
They appreciated the teachings of the great seer and urged people to support the film.

Lion Sai Venkat’s ‘Jayaho Ramanuja’ set
for worldwide theatrical debut tomorrow

historical film on the life and times of ancient
Aphilosopher Sri Ramanujacharya, Jayaho Ra-
manuja, is all set to witness a global theatrical
release on 24th this month. The pre-release function
was held in Hyderabad today, where many industrial-
ists appreciated the film’s message of social equality.
Directed by and featuring the leading man Lion
Dr. Sai Venkat, the movie is produced by Sai
Prasanna and Pravallika of Sudarsanam Pro-
ductions. The American actress Jo Sharma
plays the leading lady while Suman and
Pravallika play crucial roles.
Speaking during the function,
Sai Venkat said that the film

Pravallika said that they have done extensive promotions for the film, including a

campaign around the Statue of Liberty. The director V. N. Aditya and others present
at the function praised the film’s socially relevant narrative.
The film’s makers hope that the masses will appreciate the film for depicting the life
and preachings of Ramanujacharya and spread awareness about him.

-P Raviteja

Dr.DamodarNerella, founder and CEO of Indian
American Medical Association, spoke about how
he has had this dream of producing a film since he
was a child and shared that he was confident about
Shashank's vision and the strength of the concept.
Shashank, who has worked as assistant director for

DRR Productions debut
Jilm gets a grand launch

RR productions first ever project, code-named
D Production No. 1 was launched with traditional

pooja ceremonies on the auspicious occasion of
Dasara. Produced by Dr.DamodarNerella, this marks
the directorial debut of Shashank Duvvuru and is
slated to release in theatres next year.

Ravi Shivateja, Bhaskar Paramatmuni and Sub-

rahmanyam Ala are in the lead roles while Neha
Pathan is the female lead. Blending in friendships,
romance and family drama with science-fiction ele-
ments and unexpected twists, the film promises to be a
compelling watch.

The Girlfriend, starrmg RashmlkaMandanna, and

directed the short film Ulta, described the project as an

entertainer with an underlying concept and followed

the journey of three young men through humour,
emotions and intriguing developments.The shoot is
set to commence soon, while the title poster and other
details are due to be released later.

-P Raviteja




