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Shiv Pratap Shukla, Governor of Telangana and  Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria,  public representatives and distinguished personalities  participated in Alai Balai in Hyderabad on Thursday Photos: Ch Prabhu Das

Political differences melt away in Alai Balai

Alai Balai: Symbol of unity beyond politics, says Governor 
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla has said the Alai 
Balai programme was a 
symbol of social harmony 
and Telangana’s rich cultural 
heritage, bringing people to-
gether beyond political dif-
ferences.

Addressing the ‘Datthan-
na Alai Balai’ programme 
organised by former Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya and 
his daughter Vijayalakshmi 
at the Nampally Exhibition 
Grounds in Hyderabad on 
Thursday, the Governor 
said ideological differences 
should not undermine mu-
tual respect, friendship and 

cooperation. 
He appreciated Vijay-

alakshmi for continuing the 
tradition initiated by  Dat-
tatreya in 2005.

Emphasising the need 
for a collective fight against 
drug abuse, Shiv Pratap 
Shukla said the menace was 
a serious threat to the fu-
ture of the youth and could 

not be tackled by the police 
alone. Government agen-
cies, educational institu-
tions, social organisations 
and citizens must work to-
gether to achieve the goal of 
a drug-free India by 2029, he 
said.

The Governor recalled 
administering an anti-drug 
pledge to around 15,000 

students at Hyderabad’s LB 
Stadium and announced 
that a similar awareness pro-
gramme would be held at 
Osmania University on Oc-
tober 28. He also cautioned 
against the growing threat 
posed by synthetic drugs.

Calling upon young peo-
ple to respect cultural tradi-
tions and contribute to na-

tion-building, he said social 
harmony and national inte-
gration were essential for the 
country’s progress.

Punjab Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria, former 
Vice-President M Venkaiah 
Naidu, former Governor C 
Vidyasagar Rao, Union Min-
ister Kishan Reddy and oth-
ers were also present. 


