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Shiv Pratap Shukla, Governor of Telangana and  Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria,  public representatives and distinguished personalities  participated in Alai Balai in Hyderabad on Thursday Photos: Ch Prabhu Das

Political differences melt away in Alai Balai

Alai Balai: Symbol of unity beyond politics, says Governor 
Hans News Service  

Hyderabad

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla has said the Alai 
Balai programme was a 
symbol of social harmony 
and Telangana’s rich cultural 
heritage, bringing people to-
gether beyond political dif-
ferences.

Addressing the ‘Datthan-
na Alai Balai’ programme 
organised by former Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya and 
his daughter Vijayalakshmi 
at the Nampally Exhibition 
Grounds in Hyderabad on 
Thursday, the Governor 
said ideological differences 
should not undermine mu-
tual respect, friendship and 

cooperation. 
He appreciated Vijay-

alakshmi for continuing the 
tradition initiated by  Dat-
tatreya in 2005.

Emphasising the need 
for a collective fight against 
drug abuse, Shiv Pratap 
Shukla said the menace was 
a serious threat to the fu-
ture of the youth and could 

not be tackled by the police 
alone. Government agen-
cies, educational institu-
tions, social organisations 
and citizens must work to-
gether to achieve the goal of 
a drug-free India by 2029, he 
said.

The Governor recalled 
administering an anti-drug 
pledge to around 15,000 

students at Hyderabad’s LB 
Stadium and announced 
that a similar awareness pro-
gramme would be held at 
Osmania University on Oc-
tober 28. He also cautioned 
against the growing threat 
posed by synthetic drugs.

Calling upon young peo-
ple to respect cultural tradi-
tions and contribute to na-

tion-building, he said social 
harmony and national inte-
gration were essential for the 
country’s progress.

Punjab Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria, former 
Vice-President M Venkaiah 
Naidu, former Governor C 
Vidyasagar Rao, Union Min-
ister Kishan Reddy and oth-
ers were also present. 



Google CEO saves 
Atlantic Ocean from 
being renamed as 
Trump Ocean!

P5

Modi, Tusk set  
target to double  
India-Poland  
trade by 2030

P5
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K Chandrashekar

HYDERABAD: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party, buoyed by its 
triumph in West Bengal, has 
sharpened its focus on Tel-
angana now; for, the saffron 
party’s senior leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, are slated to 
visit the state in the next two 
months. Their visit is likely 
to induce political churn in 
the state. According to party 
leaders, Amit Shah is expected 
to visit the state in November 
to attend a polling booth 
convention. The Union Home 
Minister was initially slated 
to visit Telangana during this 
month. Party leaders said that 

Shah’s visit would focus on 
strengthening the BJP in the 
state. He is likely to address a 
meeting of the polling booth 
committees of the party from 
Hyderabad, Rangareddy, and 
Mahbubnagar, coinciding 
with elections to the Graduate 
MLC seats in the state. He is 
expected to provide guidance 
to party workers as well local 
leaders regarding the upcom-
ing elections and firm up 
strategies to bolster the party.

Continued on Page 5

POLITICAL CHURN Indian among  
3 killed in Houthi 
attacks on Saudi 
airport, oilfield 
DUBAI: An Indian national 
among 3 people were killed 
and many others were injured 
in two separate attacks on an 
airport and an oilfield in Saudi 
Arabia, officials said on Thurs-
day. The attacks took place on 
Wednesday amid a series of 
drone and missile strikes on 
airports, energy facilities and 
other key infrastructure in Sau-
di Arabia. Falling debris from 
the successful interception of 
a drone targeting a process-
ing facility at Saudi Aramco’s 
Shaybah oil field killed two 
people and injured two others, 
the Kingdom’s Energy Ministry 
said. Continued on Page 5

Netanyahu  
invites Modi to  
light I-Day torch
TEL AVIV: Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Thursday said he has 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to light a torch 
alongside Indian pilot Smit 
Machchar on Israel’s Inde-
pendence Day. In a post 
on X, Netanyahu said PM 
Modi thanked him for the 
invitation and described 
India and Israel as jointly 
fighting terrorism “on land 
and in the air”. Netanyahu 
added that Modi had also 
commended the strong, 
decades-old ties between 
the two countries. 

Sonia Gandhi  
unveils first copies 
of her memoir
NEW DELHI: The first cop-

ies of 'Be-
longing: 
A Journey 
of Love', 
Sonia 
Gandhi's 
mem-
oir, are 
here. The 

79-year-old was, of 
course, the first recipient 
of the much-awaited book, 
which is set for worldwide 
release on November 
10. "You are carrying a 
very heavy weight," Sonia 
Gandhi told her publishers 
as they arrived with a few 
hardback copies. 

Patan Afzal Babu 
Hyderabad

TELANGANA Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy has 
warned that the next Gen-
eral Election is crucial for 
the country and people's full 
support to Rahul Gandhi is 
the need of the hour.  

Participating in the Pan-
daga Sayanna Mudiraj birth 
anniversary celebrations in 
Hyderabad on Thursday, the 
Chief Minister called upon 
people to stand in support of 
Rahul Gandhi at the present 
crucial juncture. The Chief 
Minister expressed his con-
fidence that the majority of 
'Bahujans' across the coun-

try would be empowered 
should Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-

dhi become Prime Minister 
of the country. 

Stating that the People's 

Government was according 
top priority to the politi-
cal empowerment of all BC 
communities, Revanth Red-
dy announced that a Cabi-
net Sub Committee would 
be constituted to study the 
inclusion of the Mudiraj 
community in BC-A cat-
egory.  Due to lack of ac-
curate data, the Mudiraj 
community could not be 
reclassified from the 'BC-
D' category to 'BC-A', he 
said. “We will discuss this 
issue in the next Cabinet 
meeting and form a Cabinet 
Sub-Committee to conduct 
a comprehensive study on 
this issue,” he observed. 

Continued on Page 5

Revanth pitches Rahul for PM
 CM seeks people’s support to LoP for the empowerment of ‘Bahujans’ 
 Cabinet panel to study Mudiraj community inclusion in BC-A group

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy at the birth anniversary cel-
ebrations of Telangana folk hero Pandaga Sayanna Mudiraj in 
Hyderabad on Thursday

Modi, Shah to visit TG

 PAGE 10



FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER  2026 | THE HANS INDIA |  KHAMMAM2

Singireddy accepts Jupally’s 
challenge on Narlapur reservoir

Hans news service 
Wanaparthy

FORMER Minister Sin-
gireddy Niranjan Reddy, 
accompanied by former 
MLA Beeram Harshavard-
han Reddy, inspected the 
obstructing embankment 
near Kudikilla while visit-
ing the Narlapur reservoir 
on Thursday. Responding 
to the challenge posed on 
Wednesday by Minister Ju-
pally Krishna Rao—who 
asked BRS leaders to explain 
how water could be moved 
downstream from the Nar-
lapur reservoir—Singireddy 
examined the embankment. 
He advised the government 
that by applying technical 
expertise and removing the 
obstruction, specifically the 
portion blocking the capac-
ity equivalent to two pumps, 
water could be channelled 
via gravity to the Edula, Vat-
tem and Karvena reservoirs.

“If you are incapable of 
doing it yourself, issue a 
GO and award the contract 
through nomination. We 
will oversee the removal of 
the embankment, ensure wa-
ter is transported, and fill the 

reservoirs,” he stated. Reddy 
criticised the government 
for stalling the Palamuru-
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation 
Scheme for the past three 
years, citing flimsy excuses 
and causing immense hard-
ship to farmers.

He pointed out that if all 
10 pumps at Narlapur are 
operated simultaneously, 
26,000 cusecs would flow 
through the canal. Since only 
two pumps are operational, 
removing just a quarter of 
earth from the ‘thundu katta’ 
would allow water to reach 
the reservoirs via gravity. He 
demanded the removal of 
this barrier.

Reddy told Jupally ‘we 
accept your challenge; offer 
this advice; please imple-
ment it; we will ensure water 
is transported from Narlapur 
to fill the reservoirs. 

Jupally had advised the 
BRS leaders to stop sarcastic 
remarks and instead focus 
on how to provide water to 
farmers. Accompanying him 
were party activists Gattu 
Yadav, Lakshma Reddy, 
Jagadeeshwar Reddy, Nandi-
malla Ashok, Narender Red-
dy, and others.

FMG DOCTORS PROTESTING 
FOR STIPEND ARRESTED

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

SEVERAL Foreign Medical 
Graduates (FMG) doctors 
were arrested by the police 
while they were protesting 
against the disparity in the 
payment of stipend. After 15 
days of silent protest, they 
protested at the DME office 
on Thursday.

The Foreign Medical Grad-
uates (FMGs) were protesting 
at the office of the Directorate 
of Medical Education (DME) 
at Koti. These doctors, who 
completed their MBBS de-
grees abroad, are demand-
ing a monthly stipend of Rs 
29,792 like other MBBS doc-
tors in the state. They allege 
that some of them were cur-
rently receiving only Rs. 5,000 
per month. The doctors, who 
have been protesting since 
October 8, were also urging 
the government to release 
their pending dues. The doc-
tors said that despite Supreme 

Court orders to provide Rs 
29,792 per month, the gov-
ernment was providing only 
Rs 5,000. The doctors raised 
slogans stating ‘equal work 
equal pay’, ‘We want justice’ 
etc. The doctors alleged that 
when questioned about the 
stipend they were threatened 
to cancel the internships. 

The doctors alleged that 
while they were taking up 
peaceful protest, the police 
took them into custody and 
took them to various parts of 
the city not informing them 
where they were taking them.

Meanwhile, several doctors 
associations have condemned 
the arrests of the doctors. The 
Healthcare Reforms Doctors 
Association (HRDA), Telan-
gana, the Resident Doctors 
Association, the Telangana 
Junior Doctors Associations 
have strongly condemned 
the detention of FMGs who 
are ‘peacefully protesting’ 
within the premises to raise 
their genuine demands.  “We 

demand that the police im-
mediately release all de-
tained FMG interns without 
registering any cases against 
them. India is a democratic 

country, where every citizen 
has the right to raise genu-
ine concerns and seek justice 
through peaceful protest. 
Detention, intimidation, and 

threats must not be used to 
silence the legitimate voices 
of doctors who are fighting 
for their rightful demands,” 
the HRDA has said. 

These doctors, who completed their MBBS degrees abroad, are seeking a monthly  

stipend of Rs 29,792 like other MBBS doctors in the state

Cotton procurement: 
Tummala asks officials to 
ensure MSP for farmers

Hans news Service  
Hyderabad

AGRICULTURE Minister 
Tummala Nageswara Rao 
has directed officials to open 
cotton procurement centres 
for the 2026-27 kharif mar-
keting season on the lines of 
the previous year and ensure 
that farmers receive the min-
imum support price (MSP) 
for their produce.

During a review meeting 
with Marketing department 
officials at the Secretariat 
on Thursday, the Minister 
reviewed cotton cultivation 
and production estimates, 
prevailing market prices, 
procurement arrangements 

by the Cotton Corporation of 
India (CCI) and facilities be-
ing provided to farmers.

Nageswara Rao said en-
suring remunerative prices 
for cotton farmers, avoiding 
delays in procurement and 
taking timely measures in 
line with prevailing market 
conditions were among the 
government’s priorities.

Officials informed the 
Minister that cotton had 
been cultivated on 48.20 lakh 
acres across Telangana dur-
ing the current kharif season, 
with production estimated at 
29.43 lakh metric tonnes. In 
the previous season, cotton 
was cultivated on 50.73 lakh 
acres, yielding 28.33 lakh 

metric tonnes. Expressing 
concern over the possibility 
of a decline in cotton produc-
tion due to adverse weather 
conditions, including the 
impact of El Niño across 
the country, the Minister 
stressed the need for efficient 
management of the procure-
ment process in the State.

The Union government 
has fixed the MSP for cotton 
at Rs. 8,667 per quintal for 
the 2026-27 kharif marketing 
season. Officials informed 
the Minister that the pre-
vailing model market price 
of cotton in Telangana was 
around Rs. 9,000 per quin-
tal, which was Rs. 333 higher 
than the MSP.

Says remunerative 

prices for cotton 

farmers, avoiding 

delays in procurement 

and taking timely 

measures are among 

the government’s 

priorities of 

government

Burglars strike in Huzurnagar, 
steal 20 tola gold, 1kg silver

HUZURNAGAR: A major burglary incident has sparked tension 
in the town of Suryapet district. According to reports, thieves 
broke into a house located in the street behind Srinivasa Theater. 
Noticing that the homeowners had gone out of town, the thieves 
reportedly smashed the house locks, gained entry, and commit-
ted the theft. The homeowners claim that approximately 20 tolas 
of gold and one kilogram of silver were stolen. Upon receiving the 
information, the police reached the spot and initiated an investi-
gation. They are gathering details about the manner in which the 
theft took place and are probing the matter further. The burglary 
has created a stir among the locals in Huzurnagar town. 

MLC polls: KTR appoints 
onstituency in-charges  

for six districts
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE BRS party appointed 
special in-charges for two 
upcoming Graduate MLC 
elections across six Telangana 
districts on Thursday. Working 
President KT Rama Rao an-
nounced the appointments fol-
lowing a strategic review meet-
ing held at Telangana Bhavan. 
Tasked with coordinating local 
leaders and party cadres, the 
designated in-charges will 
spearhead election strategies 
in their respective segments.

For the Rangareddy-Hy-
derabad-Mahabubnagar con-
stituency, Rangareddy district 
in-charges include R Lakshma 
Reddy, N Sridhar, K Naveen 
Rao, G Nagesh, G Mahender 
Reddy, Swamy Goud, Nagesh 
Mudhiraj, Vani Devi, R Srid-
har Reddy, Shambhipur Raju, 
Rambabu Yadav, MN Srinivas, 
Gattu Ramchandar Rao, and 
Viplav Kumar.

In Hyderabad district, ap-
pointed in-charges comprise 
Venkat Reddy, Koleti Da-

modar Gupta, Dasoju Sravan, 
Vishnu Vardhan Reddy, G 
Srinivas Yadav, MD Saleem, 
Manne Krishank, Shaik 
Abdullah Sohail, Inayat 
Ali Baqri, Goundla Nagen-
der Gour, Ali Bin Ibrahim 
Masqati, Shaheen Afrose, 
Arshad Ali Khan, and Md 
Azam Ali across various As-
sembly segments.

For Mahabubnagar district, 
the assigned constituency 
in-charges are Naveen Kumar 
Reddy, Rajiv Saga, Valya 
Naik, Palvai Sravanthi, Palle 
Ravi Kumar, Md Imtiyaz 
Ishaq, Anjaneya Goud, Challa 
Venkatarami Reddy, Jahangir, 
Shubhapradh Patel Nooli, 
Rajini Sai Chand, Bykani 
Srinivas Yadav, and Allipuram 
Venkateshwar Reddy. 

The appointees have been 
instructed to mobilize gradu-
ate voters, streamline ground 
operations, and ensure 
coordinated campaign execu-
tion across all designated 
segments in preparation for 
the upcoming Graduates 
constituency polling. 

Two injured as  
drunken driver hits car 

Hans News Service

HYDERABAD: Two persons suffered serious injuries after a 
speeding Fortuner rammed their car and subsequently crashed 
into an electrical pole at Peerzadiguda under Medipally police 
limits on Thursday.  Traffic movement stalled briefly near pillar 
57 of the Uppal-Narapally flyover following the collision. Police 
stated that Sai Shiva, 30, and his wife Meghana, 28, were travel-
ling in an i10 car from LB Nagar to Narsampet in Warangal 
district when the SUV struck them from behind. The injured 
couple were rushed to a private hospital in Chaitanyapuri.

The Fortuner driver, identified as Akun Sabharwal, was 
intoxicated while operating the vehicle, which fitted a tampered 
number plate. Medipally police registered a case against driver 
Akun Sabharwal and car owner Mangilal for allowing an unli-
censed, drunk individual to drive.

Party leaders set November 1 deadline, establish six enrolment centres

Hans News Service  
Khammam

 THE Congress party has in-
tensified its voter enrolment 
drive for the Khammam-
Nalgonda-Warangal Gradu-
ates’ MLC election, with party 
leaders directing cadres to en-
sure that all eligible graduates 
in Raghunathapalem mandal 
are enrolled by November 1.

A press meeting was held at 
the camp office of the minis-
ter on Thursday, with Kham-
mam constituency in-charge 
Rayala Nageswara Rao and 
senior state Congress leader 
Tummala Yugandhar attend-
ing as chief guests.

Addressing the party lead-
ers and workers, they called 
upon village sarpanches, vil-
lage Congress presidents, 
party activists, leaders and 
supporters to coordinate ef-

forts and ensure that every 
eligible graduate was enrolled 
as a voter. They stressed the 
need for a concerted grass-
roots campaign to complete 
the exercise within the stipu-
lated deadline.

To facilitate the process, 
the party has established six 
enrolment centres across the 
mandal. These are located at 
V. Venkatayapalem, Apple 
Centre in Raghunathapalem, 
Manchukonda Centre, Koya-
chelaka, Erlapudi and the 

Mandal Parishad Develop-
ment Office (MPDO) in Rag-
hunathapalem.

The leaders urged party 
cadres to take the enrolment 
campaign seriously and work 
in coordination with local 
representatives to reach eligi-
ble graduates in every village.

They also called upon Con-
gress workers to extend full 
support to the party’s candi-
date, Ramreddy Sarvotham 
Reddy, and make the voter 
enrolment campaign a suc-

cess ahead of the MLC elec-
tions. Describing the elections 
as a major political challenge, 
the leaders urged party mem-
bers to work collectively to 
strengthen the Congress posi-
tion and secure victory for the 
party’s candidates. 

They expressed confi-
dence that a well-organised 
campaign at the village level 
would help the party demon-
strate its strength and present 
a strong performance in the 
elections.

Congress steps up voter  
enrolment drive for MLC poll

Halt mining operations in village 
immediately, CPI tells govt

Hans News Service 
Devarakonda  
( Nalgonda)

CPI has demanded immedi-
ate halt to the mining op-
erations in Kacharam village 
under Devarkonda maldal as 
it is adversely affecting the en-
vironment and causing health 
issues to villagers. 

CPI district secretary and 
MLC Nellikanti Satyam said 
residents of Kacharam village 
are facing severe hardships 
due to mining operations. The 
villagers were reportedly suf-
fering from health problems, 
losing crops and even dying 
from respiratory diseases. He 
demanded that mining activi-
ties be stopped immediately. 
Satyam alleged that mining 
companies had obtained il-
legal permissions through a 
fraudulent public hearing and 
were endangering people’s 
lives while causing extensive 
environmental destruction.

A CPI delegation led by 

Nellikanti Satyam, along with 
CPI state executive commit-
tee member Palla Narasimha 
Reddy, district assistant sec-
retary Palla Devender Reddy 
and district executive com-
mittee member Thoom Bu-
chchi Reddy, expressed soli-
darity with the villagers who 
were observing their 11th day 
of protest at Kacharam.

During their interaction 

with the protesters, the leaders 
enquired about the difficul-
ties caused by the mining op-
erations. They alleged that the 
company had lured villagers 
with promises of comprehen-
sive development for Kacharam 
and employment opportunities 
for local unemployed youth.

The CPI leaders further 
alleged that villagers had op-
posed the mining project 

during the public hearing 
conducted in connection with 
the proceedings before the 
National Green Tribunal, but 
the company had allegedly ar-
ranged for a group of people to 
present a false public opinion 
in favour of the project and 
continued its mining activities. 
They warned that the alleged 
illegal mining operations must 
be stopped immediately and 
demanded that the authorities 
take urgent action to protect 
the lives and livelihoods of 
Kacharam residents.

Villagers are reportedly suffering from health problems, 

losing crops and even dying from respiratory diseases

State govt brings in Aadhaar 
authentication facility for TDR

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

WITH an aim to establish 
identity, simplifying processes 
and promoting transparency 
and efficiency in the TDR 
(Transferable Development 
Rights), the Telangana govern-
ment on Thursday has brought 
in an Aadhaar authentication 
facility. The government on 
Thursday issued orders in this 
regard. The Union Ministry of 
Electronics and Information 
Technology, after consultation 
with the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI), 
has authorized the Telangana 
government for the Aadhaar 
Authentication for Good Gov-
ernance (Social Welfare, In-
novation, Knowledge) Rules, 
2020.  According to the offi-
cials, the Aadhaar Authentica-
tion would be performed only 
for the cases like registration of 
property owners, builders and 
developers in the online Trans-
ferable Development Rights 
(TDR) portal; b. Login and ac-
cess to the online TDR portal 
by property owners, builders 
and developers, submission of 
applications relating to Trans-
ferable Development Rights 
(TDR) and linking with the 
property database, authentica-
tion of officials of the Direc-
torate of Town and Country 
Planning (DTCP) and Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) for adminis-
trative purposes through the 
online portal.

The Ministry has report-

edly told the government that 
the Aadhaar Authentication 
should be performed, on a 
voluntary basis, for establish-
ing the identity of property 
owners, builders and develop-
ers for registration, login and 
application submission related 
to Transferable Development 
Rights (TDR) and linking 
with the property database 
and officials of the Directorate 
of Town and Country Plan-
ning (DTCP) and Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) for adminis-
trative purposes through the 
online portal.

The Ministry has said that 
Aadhaar Authentication is 
on a voluntary basis and the 
Department shall inform the 
Aadhaar number holder of 
alternate and viable means of 
identification and shall not 
deny any service to the Aad-
haar number holder for refus-
ing to, or being unable to, un-
dergo Aadhaar Authentication, 
namely – Passport, electoral 
photo identity card (EPIC), 
driving licence, permanent ac-
count number (PAN) card, any 
other government-issued pho-
to identity document accepted 
by the MA&UD Department.

BJP leaders celebrate Amit Shah’s birthday 
KHAMMAM: The birthday of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah was celebrated with enthusiasm here on Thursday.

The celebrations were held under the leadership of BJP 
leader Gongura Venkateswarlu (Dr G). A large number of BJP 
leaders, party workers and supporters participated in the event 
and cut a cake to mark the occasion. The participants extended 
their birthday greetings to Amit Shah and lauded his services 
to the nation. The gathering reflected the enthusiasm of party 
cadres, who joined the celebrations and conveyed their wishes 
for his continued service to the country.
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Collector educates people on 
Central govt insurance schemes

Hans News Service 
Wanaparthy

WITH the objective of 
bringing banking services, 
government insurance, and 
pension schemes closer to 
the rural population, an 
awareness camp on finan-
cial inclusion schemes—or-
ganised by Union Bank of 
India—was held   at the gov-
ernment school in Nacha-
halli village, Wanaparthy 
mandal on Thursday.

 District Collector Adarsh 
Surabhi explained the sig-
nificance of various govern-
ment schemes to the attend-
ees.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Collector urged everyone 
to utilise government insur-
ance and pension schemes 
to ensure their financial se-
curity. He highlighted that 
schemes such as the Pradhan 

Mantri Suraksha Bima Yo-
jana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana, and Atal 
Pension Yojana are highly 
beneficial to the public.

The Collector explained 
that under the Pradhan 

Mantri Suraksha Bima Yo-
jana, one can obtain accident 
insurance coverage of Rs 2 
lakh by paying an annual 
premium of just Rs 20. He 
further noted that through 
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 

Jyoti Bima Yojana, by pay-
ing an annual premium of Rs 
436, one can secure an insur-
ance benefit of Rs 2 lakh in 
the event of death, subject to 
the terms and conditions of 
the policy. 

Furthermore, consider-
ing the current economic 
climate and the rising cost 
of living, it was suggested 
that people should become 
better informed about the 
Atal Pension Yojana. It was 
explained that by making 
regular contributions in ac-
cordance with the scheme’s 
eligibility criteria and terms, 
individuals can secure finan-
cial stability for their old age.

The Collector emphasised 
that the three schemes play 
a crucial role in providing 
financial protection to fami-
lies and urged all eligible 
individuals to enroll. Those 
who have not yet joined 
these schemes were advised 
to contact their nearest bank 
branch immediately to com-
plete the registration pro-
cess. The event was attend-
ed by RBI AGM Pradeep 
Chandra, NABARD DDM 
Manohar Reddy, LDM Shiva 
Kumar, DLPO Raghunath 
Reddy, Village Sarpanch Ab-
dullah, as well as relevant of-
ficials, bank representatives, 
and local villagers.

• Tells bankers to make 

banking services more 

accessible to the rural 

population

District Collector Adarsh Surabhi at an awareness camp for financial inclusion schemes, 
organized by Union Bank of India at the government school in Nachahalli village

Journalist Satyanarayana appointed 
IFWJ National Council member
Hans News Service  

Khammam

SENIOR journalist and The 
Hans India correspondent 
PV Satyanarayana  has been 
appointed as a National 
Council member of the In-
dian Federation of Working 
Journalists (IFWJ), a promi-
nent organisation represent-
ing working journalists.

The appointment was 
made by IFWJ secretary gen-
eral Paramanand Pandey on 
the recommendation of Kap-
para Prasad Rao, South sec-
retary of the federation.

According to the appoint-
ment letter, Satyanarayana’s 
tenure will be coterminous 
with the existing Working 
Committee and continue un-
til the next presidential elec-
tion of the organisation.

Congratulating him on the 
appointment, the federation 
expressed confidence that 
his professional experience 
and organisational capa-
bilities would contribute to 
strengthening the organi-
sation. The secretary gen-
eral also stated that Kappara 
Prasad Rao had assured his 
support to Satyanarayana 
whenever required.

Satyanarayana is a senior 

journalist associated with 
The Hans India and has 
around two decades of ex-
perience in news reporting 
and field journalism. He has 
extensively covered pub-
lic administration, political 
developments, government 
programmes, agriculture, so-
cial issues and developmen-
tal activities in Khammam 
district and surrounding ar-
eas of Telangana.

His reporting has focused 

on public concerns, govern-
ance, welfare initiatives and 
regional development, re-
flecting his long-standing 
engagement with grassroots 
journalism.

The appointment is ex-
pected to provide him with 
an opportunity to contribute 
to the federation’s organisa-
tional activities and initia-
tives concerning the interests 
and professional concerns of 
working journalists.

Khammam to host 48th  
Junior Girls’ Inter-District 

Handball Championship

Hans News Service  
Khammam

THE 48th Junior Girls’ Inter-
District Handball Champi-
onship–2026 organised in 
the district from October 31 
to November 2. 

The poster for the cham-
pionship was unveiled by 
Telangana Congress leader 
Tummala Yugandhar at the 
camp office of Minister Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao on 
Thursday.

The championship will 
be conducted at Sardar Pa-
tel Stadium under the aegis 
of the Khammam District 
Handball Association, with 
the support of the Handball 
Federation of India, Telan-
gana Sports Authority, Dis-
trict Youth and Sports Of-
fice (DYSO) and Telangana 
Olympic Association.

The tournament is expect-
ed to provide a platform for 

junior girls’ handball play-
ers from across Telangana to 
showcase their sporting tal-
ent and compete at the inter-
district level.

The Khammam District 
Handball Association is 
making arrangements for 
the successful conduct of the 
championship.

Senior Congress lead-
ers Rayala Nageswara Rao, 
Khader Babu, Hanumantha 
Rao and Krishna Mohan, 
along with Khammam Dis-
trict Handball Association 
general secretary Varikuti 
Mohan, senior players and 
other Congress leaders, were 
present at the poster unveil-
ing programme.

State Congress leader 
Tummala Yugandhar un-
veiling wall posters of 48th 
Junior Girls’ Inter-District 
Handball Champion-
ship–2026 on Thursday at 
Khammam. 

Hans News Service 
Wanaparthy

THE birth anniversary of 
Panduga Sayanna Mudiraj 
was celebrated with great 
fervour at the district Col-
lectorate on Thursday, un-
der the aegis of the District 
Backward Classes Welfare 
department.

Wanaparthi MLA Tudi 
Megha Reddy and district 
Collector Adarsh Surabhi 
paid floral tributes to the 
portrait of Panduga Say-
anna.

Speaking on the occasion, 
MLA Tudi Megha Reddy 
lauded the life, struggles, 
and contributions of Pandu-

ga Sayanna to society. He de-
scribed Panduga Sayanna as 
a great visionary who earned 
the admiration of the people 
by fighting for the rights of 
the marginalized sections of 
society.

He said that Sayanna’s life 
stood as a testament to his 
immense courage and his 
unwavering commitment 
to public welfare. District 
Collector Adarsh Surabhi 
urged the present generation 
to learn about the ideals of 
Panduga Sayanna. He en-
couraged everyone to draw 
inspiration from Sayanna’s 
life and cultivate values such 
as social equality, unity, and 
public service. He empha-

sized that it is the responsi-
bility of every individual to 
honor the sacrifices of such 
great figures and carry their 
vision forward.

On this occasion, a song 
about the life of Panduga 
Sayanna, performed by art-
ist Raja Ram Prakash, capti-
vated the audience.

The event was attended 
by Wanaparthy Municipal-
ity Vice-Chairman Mad-
husudan Goud, officials 
from various government 
departments, public repre-
sentatives, leaders of civil 
society organisations, rep-
resentatives of the Mudiraj 
community, and other  
prominent figures.

Life of Panduga Sayanna truly  
inspiring, says  MLA Megha Reddy

MLA Tudi Megha Reddy and District Collector Adarsh Surabhi paying tributes o Panduga Say-
anna Mudiraj his birth anniversary in Wanaparthy on Thursday

Hans News Service  
 Nagarkurnool

DISTRICT Collector He-
manta Keshav Patil directed 
officials and staff to strictly 
follow the guidelines pre-
scribed by Central govern-
ment to ensure smooth and 
effective conduct of the sec-
ond phase of the census in 
Nagarkurnool district. 

He stressed the need to 
maintain accuracy at every 
stage and ensure that there 
was no scope for errors in the 
census process.

The Collector, along with 
Achampet Sub-Collector Sa-
loni Chhabra and Additional 
Collectors B. Chennayya and 
Deva Sahayam, inaugurated a 
two-day training programme 
for census officials at the 
main hall of the Nagarkur-
nool Collectorate on Thurs-
day. The programme was or-
ganised to train district-level 
officials, Revenue Divisional 
Officers (RDOs), munici-
pal commissioners, census 
charge officers and assistant 
charge officers on their roles, 
responsibilities and proce-
dures to be followed during 
the second phase.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Hemanta Keshav Patil 

said the census was a crucial 
government exercise and that 
officials must ensure the ac-
curacy and reliability of the 
information collected.

 He instructed them to 
thoroughly understand the 
rules, regulations and guide-
lines issued by the Govern-
ment of India and exercise 
utmost care while collecting, 
verifying and recording data.

The Collector directed of-
ficials and staff to discharge 
their assigned responsibili-
ties efficiently and imple-
ment the procedures ex-
plained during the training 
while performing their field 
duties. He advised them to 
clarify any doubts during 
the training sessions and fol-
low the prescribed methods 
without negligence.

At the programme, par-
ticipants were trained on the 

activities to be undertaken 
during the second phase of 
the census, the responsibili-
ties of various officials and 
the procedures to be followed 
during field-level operations. 
Trainers Shivaramakrishna 
and Rishith Reddy, who ar-
rived from Hyderabad, con-
ducted sessions for charge 
officers and their assistants.

The trainers explained the 
essential procedures and re-
sponsibilities required for the 
systematic implementation 
of the census. They empha-
sised coordination among of-
ficials and staff to ensure the 
successful completion of the 
second phase.

CPO Sujatha, DEO 
Ramesh Kumar, RDOs Arch-
ana and Janardhan Reddy, 
and officials from various 
departments attended the 
training programme.

Two-day training prog for 
census officials begins

Collector Hemanta Keshav Patil addresses census officials at 
training programme in Wanaparthy on Thursday

Hans News Service 
Khammam: 

DISTRICT Collector Diva-
kara TS on Thursday directed 
officials of all departments to 
work towards clearly defined 
development goals, setting a 
six-month deadline for com-
pleting all short-term targets.

Reviewing district devel-
opment plans with Addition-
al Collector P Sreeja at the 
Collectorate, he instructed 
officials to classify targets 
into short, medium and 
long-term categories. Short-
term goals must be achieved 
within six months, medium-
term targets within six to 12 
months and long-term objec-
tives within 12 to 24 months. 
Progress should be reviewed 
monthly, and revised plans 
submitted in the prescribed 
format.

The Collector stressed the 
need to reduce infant and 
maternal mortality rates 
through 100 per cent regis-
tration of pregnant women 
and continuous monitoring 
of maternal health, deliver-
ies and immunisation pro-
grammes. He also called for 

measures to reduce Caesar-
ean deliveries, enforce the 
PCPNDT Act and tackle 
child malnutrition, particu-
larly in tribal, forest and re-
mote areas.

Emphasising educational 
improvement, he directed of-
ficials to prepare school-wise 
plans to enhance academic 
standards, increase student 
enrolment and improve the 
quality of meals provided to 
students.

Officials were asked to in-
spect drinking water facili-
ties in all residential educa-
tional institutions 
and submit a com-
prehensive report 
within a week to 
ensure access to 
safe drinking wa-
ter.

The Collector 
called for expand-
ing skill training 
through Advanced 
Technology Cen-
tres, the Skill 
University and 
vocational pro-
grammes, align-
ing courses with 

Collector sets six-month deadline  
for development works targets

Asks officials to focus on healthcare, education, skill  
development and chilli processing units to boost employment

industry requirements to 
improve employment oppor-
tunities for youth.

Highlighting the potential 
of agriculture-based indus-
tries, he said chilli processing 
facilities should be expanded 
in view of the district’s sub-
stantial chilli production. Of-
ficials were asked to explore 
processing units for chilli 
and other agricultural prod-
ucts and specify their po-
tential for employment gen-
eration and economic value 
addition.

The Collector called for 

wider adoption of online 
administrative systems and 
a dashboard to monitor de-
partmental performance and 
development targets.

He also stressed improv-
ing drinking water supply, 
sewage treatment, sanitation 
and footpaths in urban areas, 
besides preparing long-term 
plans to address population 
growth and urban expansion.

Wanaparthy 
Hans news service

DISTRICT Collector Adarsh 
Surabhi on Thursday held 
discussions with officials 
from the Electricity, Animal 
Husbandry, Mission Bhagi-
ratha, Irrigation and Agricul-
ture departments on the need 
for creating public awareness 
on judicious use of water re-
sources, power supply, fod-
der availability and employ-
ment generation in the light 
of the El Niño effect.

He called for proactive 
plans to ensure no shortage 
of drinking water until July 
2027; inform the public in 
advance about the conditions 
that may arise in the coming 
days. The collector inquired 
about the water levels in ir-
rigation projects across the 
district, allocation of water 
for agricultural needs and the 
requirements for drinking 
water. He emphasised that 
any decisions regarding the 
release of water for agricul-
tural purposes must be made 
only after obtaining approval 

from higher authorities; sug-
gested to the Mission Bhagi-
ratha officials to restore local 
water sources in rural areas, 
including old borewells and 
other resources.

Surabhi instructed them 
to promptly identify and re-
pair any leaks in drinking 
water pipelines and to com-
pletely prevent wastage. Spe-
cial awareness campaigns be 
implemented to educate the 
public on water conservation 
and its prudent usage.

Given that the availability 
of water for the upcoming 
Rabi is expected to be lim-
ited, he advised the public 
be informed about the status 
of available resources. They 

should be made aware of the 
declining groundwater lev-
els, encouraging everyone to 
act responsibly in consump-
tion. The collector noted the 
high power consumption in 
the district and urged a spe-
cial focus on managing the 
supply. He instructed moni-
toring of supply based on 
the requirements reported by 
the Agriculture department, 
particularly in areas with 
high demand, and to ensure 
no power-cuts. Electricity be 
provided to farmers during 
scheduled times; they be in-
formed the supply timings in 
advance.

Strict action should be 
taken on illegal electricity us-

age or unauthorised connec-
tions. He instructed the Ani-
mal Husbandry officials to 
continuously monitor avail-
ability of fodder for livestock; 
to utilise resources efficiently 
to prevent any shortage; to 
ensure its supply.

Surabhi directed officials 
to be vigilant regarding em-
ployment for rural popula-
tion; asked the DRDA to 
prepare a village-wise list of 
potential works under the 
‘VBG Ramji’  scheme in ad-
vance. Priority should be 
given to restoration of bore-
wells, groundwater recharge 
projects, construction of 
soak pits and farm ponds.

The collector directed of-
ficials from all departments 
to remain prepared with 
proactive action plans to en-
sure that no difficulties arise 
regarding water, electricity, 
fodder and employment.

ZP CEO Yadaiah, DRDO 
Uma Devi, DAO Anjaneyulu, 
irrigation SE Chandrashekar, 
Electricity SE, Mission Bha-
giratha EE Amjad Basha 
were among those present.

DC calls for proactive plans to ensure no 
shortage of drinking water until July 2027

Holds discussions with officials on need for creating public awareness on judi-
cious use of water resources, power supply, fodder availability and employment 

generation in the light of the El Niño effect
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SEVERAL incidents concerning 
cyber security have been report-

ed in last 24 hours. From PHP to 
eMudhra, such cyber security issues 
have again raised the threats posed 
in the digital world, which have 
real life implications. Back home, 
eMudhra issue has highlighted In-
dia’s vulnerabilities. 

eMudhra is an Indian digital cer-
tification authority, which provides 
digital certificates that help browser 
confirm that the website is genuine. 
Several government websites like 
Income Tax, Aadhaar issuer- UID-
AI and many others use a range of 
eMudhra’s keys to sign their secu-
rity certificates. Without this au-
thentication, browser will not allow 
the individual or entity to complete 
their task on these government web-
sites.

In the recent security incident, 

security researcher named Wayne 
said the security encryption issued 
by eMudhra’s certificates were ex-
tremely weak and could be cracked 
in seconds. He alerted major tech-
nology firms on such vulnerabilities. 
As compromised keys could allow 
cyber criminals to issue fraudulent 
certificates and impersonate legiti-
mate websites, Apple, Google and 
Mozilla had blocked the certificates 
in their browsers- Safari, Chrome 
and Firefox. 

Cloudflare- the cybersecurity 
firm- also deployed emergency fixes 
across its network to protect users. 
Though eMudhra said that no nega-
tive impact due to such incident has 
happened and taken remedial meas-
ures, Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeitY) 
has constituted a special team to in-
vestigate the security incident over 

the vulnerabilities over private keys. 
Another global incident involv-

ing PHP has led to many govern-
ment websites going offline across 
the world. PHP is an open-source 
scripting language, which is more 
than 3 decades old, and is used 
widely across the internet. Globally, 
more than 70 per cent of websites 
use PHP. 

In a recent incident, two critical 
vulnerabilities were found. These 
vulnerabilities could allow cyber at-
tackers to take control of web serv-
ers of users without the requirement 
of any authentication. This incident, 
which came to light through Ope-
nAI’s latest model, prompted the 
National Security Agency (NSA) of 
US to give an advisory for install-
ing latest security updates. “If an 
immediate update is not feasible, it 
is recommended that organisations 

take the system offline until it can be 
fully mitigated,” the advisory said. 

Several governments including 
Finland, & Netherland took sev-
eral government websites offline. 
These incidents again raise the se-
curity threats that are emerging in 
the digital world owing to artificial 
intelligence (AI) and other emerg-
ing technologies. While cyber secu-
rity threats have always been there, 
rapid adoption of AI has increased 
these risks. 

Interestingly, AI is finding out old 
risks in the current digital world, 
and at the same time, it is also creat-
ing new vulnerabilities. Against this 
backdrop, India as a nation has to 
create effective defence against such 
digital risks. Increasingly, several 
Indians are falling into the trap of 
cyber criminals. 

According to National Human 

Rights Commission (NHRC), Indi-
ans have lost around Rs 52,976 crore 
to cyber frauds over the past six 
years, with nearly 8 per cent of the 
losses relating to cyber arrest scams. 
Similarly, trading related cyber 
scams are on a rise with majority of 
the losses arising from such events. 
Apart from individual losses, gov-
ernment agencies are also facing 
high proportion of risk from digital 
war waged against the country by 
enemy nations. 

Critical infrastructure projects 
like airports, dams, power plants 
and others are regularly facing cyber 
threats from neighbouring coun-
tries. As digital warfare becomes 
the new normal, India as a country 
has to devise ways to defend itself 
from such emerging threats. In this 
regard, AI can be a great enabler in 
accomplishing this objective.

Cyber risks on the rise owing to rapid AI adoption, scamsters 

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

‘Stop harassing film producers in the 
name of awards and subsidies’

BENGALURU: Film director Mansore has urged the govern-
ment to simplify the application process for state film awards 
and subsidies, alleging that the existing procedures impose an 
unnecessary financial burden on Kannada film producers. Ap-
plications have been invited for the 2022 and 2023 State Film 
Awards, with October 31 set as the deadline. However, delays in 
the award and subsidy process over the past seven to eight years 
have made it difficult for producers to submit applications, he 
said in a press release. Mansore pointed out that only a hand-
ful of production houses in the Kannada film industry operate 
on a full-fledged basis, while most are independent or part-time 
ventures that close their offices after producing one or two films. 
Many producers do not systematically preserve the necessary 
permissions and documents related to film production. After 
a film’s release, directors, production managers and other team 
members often move on to different assignments, leaving pro-
ducers struggling to collect the required paperwork. He alleged 
that the government had made the application process exces-
sively complicated, apparently to avoid disputes after announc-
ing awards and subsidies. Applicants are required to submit 10 
copies of certain documents separately for awards and subsidies, 
even though such a requirement does not apply when submit-
ting films for the National Film Awards, he said.

The biggest hurdle, according to Mansore, is the mandatory 
submission of Blu-ray discs. He said Blu-ray was a preferred 
format for viewing films in full 2K resolution a decade ago, but 
DVDs and Blu-ray discs have since largely disappeared from the 
market. 

BENGALURU ONLINE

Will RSS goad NDA to do better?

A family that bickers in private rarely broadcasts its quar-
rels to the neighbourhood (‘Bhagwat’s Dasara message 

highlights Hindu undivided family’, October 22, 2026). The 
RSS chief ’s recent speech shows that differences within an 
alliance do not always mean a divorce. In politics, public 
silence often hides intense private negotiations. We must 
look beyond the dramatic headlines.

For the common citizen, the real question is whether 
these internal debates bring any benefit to their daily lives. 
A ruling party and its ideological mentor can disagree on 
election strategies or social issues, but they share a deep, 
unbreakable bond. They will eventually find a middle 
ground because their survival depends on each other. In-
stead of predicting a split, we should watch if this quiet ten-
sion forces the government to focus more on jobs, prices, 
and everyday governance.

K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

India needs to be on guard  
against ‘enemies’

THIS is further to your editorial ‘Bhagwat’s Dasara 
message highlights Hindu undivided family’. The an-

nual Dasara Speech by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat was 
more in line with an orderly democratic process to be fol-
lowed in the country by the opposition, in order to draw 
attention to their demands. Agitations, Mohan Bhagwat 
said are healthy democratic procedures to remind the gov-
ernment in power for needed course correction. But, the 
process and procedure must not be with an intention to 
damage or hurt the orderly and well-oiled administration 
of the country at the behest of radical elements or inimical 
forces conspiring against the government. However, the 
nation has to guard against the vicious designs of desta-
bilising forces out to wreck the country; and the people 
must be aware of such designs by such agencies. The vir-
tual critic of Mohan Bhagwat was the Karnataka Home 
minister, Priyank Kharge who needlessly lampooned 
Bhagwat being the spokesperson for BJP was a very sad 
demonstration against RSS for no reason by the Congress 
government in Karnataka.

S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

RSS firmly behind BJP as ever

THIS refers to “Bhagawat’s Dasara message highlights 
Hindu undivided family,” (Oct 22). RSS Chief Mohan 

Bhagwat’s Vijayadashami speech warning against “regime 
change” and foreign-backed plots is not entirely unexpect-
ed. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) share the same ideological 
roots, making the BJP the political arm of the Sangh Pari-
var. When the RSS chief warns against political unrest or 
protests targeting the government, it serves a clear purpose: 
protecting their shared political power. Any threat to the 
Modi-led BJP government is seen by the RSS as a threat to 
its own long-term vision for India. While the RSS and BJP 
may occasionally disagree on minor internal issues, the RSS 
will never support opposition parties trying to remove the 
BJP. Defending the current government against criticism or 
political change is essential for the RSS to safeguard its own 
ideological goals.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

Sangh’s ‘ostrich in the sand’ approach 

Apropos  ‘Bhagwat’s Dasara message highlights Hindu 
undivided family’ (Hans India; October 22, 2026). RSS 

Chief Mohan Bhagwat’s annual Dasara speech was a damp 
squid, vis-à-vis the burning issue of the CEC-orchestrated 
SIR. RSS, the ruling BJP’s Godfather obviously doesn’t find 
an exercise that disenfranchised over 13 crore eligible Indi-
ans worth addressing. 

RSS’ silence on a grave issue that has dented Indian de-
mocracy badly represents the Sangh’s design to cling to 
power by hook or by crook. This has been disturbing to the 
commoner, whose hope of a nation of uncompromisingly 
strong democratic credentials has been dashed. When hope 
fades, desperation and frustration take shape. It is indeed 
disappointing to note that Bhagwat chose to adopt an ‘os-
trich in the sand’ approach, so that the hornet’s nest isn’t 
stirred. Bulldozing a nation’s democratic tradition must be 
met with eyeball-to-eyeball.  

Dr. George Jacob, Kochi      
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Equal before law? Ask the convict and the undertrial
CHOLLETI

I
N the same week that 
an Indian prison system 
holds thousands of un-

dertrials who have never 
been convicted of anything, 
the Allahabad High Court 
opened its doors wide for a 
man convicted of murder, so 
that he may contest an elec-
tion, possibly on a ruling-
party ticket.

The order is almost im-
possible to read without a 
double-take. Nandlal Rai, 
also known as Babloo Rai, 
was sentenced to life impris-
onment by a Varanasi trial 
court in April 2025 for the 
murder of Pramod Kumar 
Nigam, an activist of the Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement. A 
division bench of the High 
Court, comprising justices 
Siddharth and Vinai Kumar 
Dwivedi, has now not only 
granted him bail but stayed 
his conviction and sentence 
while his appeal is pending. 
The stated purpose, in his 
own lawyer’s words, is his 
wish to fight the 2027 Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly election as 
an independent, or “if possi-
ble, on a BJP ticket.”

The court’s reasoning, as 
reported, was striking: the 
right to contest elections is 
“akin to the right to liveli-
hood,” and, in the words at-
tributed to the bench, “the 
common man’s right to live-
lihood... is no less impor-
tant than a politician’s right 
to contest elections.” In one 
clean sweep, a murder con-
vict’s political ambition was 
elevated into a constitution-
ally protected livelihood in-
terest.

Now hold that up against 
another, far more numer-
ous reality. Umar Khalid and 
Sharjeel Imam have spent 

more than six years in cus-
tody in the Delhi riots “larger 
conspiracy” case — arrested, 
accused, never convicted. 
The trial has not begun. 
A charge sheet running to 
17,000 pages and a prosecu-
tion witness list reportedly 
approaching 900 sit before a 
court that has not yet framed 
charges. 

On January 5, 2026, the 
Supreme Court refused them 
bail, The Delhi High Court 
has rejected Khalid’s plea re-
peatedly. Across the country, 
journalists, activists and or-
dinary citizens are detained 
under stringent laws, some 
for years, with no date fixed 
for charges to be framed, let 
alone a verdict.

Set the two images side by 
side and a question forms 
that no fair observer can 
avoid: is the higher judiciary 
now applying one standard 
to those aligned with power, 
and another to those who 
challenge it?

The honest objection — and 
why it is not enough

Every fair analysis must 
state the strongest counter-
argument, because it is a real 
one and not a pretext. The 
two situations are legally dif-
ferent. Rai’s case is a suspen-
sion of a conviction pending 
appeal — a recognised power 
the High Courts exercise un-
der the criminal procedure 
code, and one the Supreme 
Court has itself used for pub-
lic representatives who stand 
to lose their office and their 
constituents’ representation 
while an appeal drags on. 

A stay of conviction pre-
serves the status quo until 
the appeal is heard. It does 
not declare anyone innocent. 
Bail for someone accused of 
terrorism offences, on the 

other hand, is governed by a 
far stricter statutory regime 
— the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act inverts the 
usual presumption and re-
quires a court to be satisfied 
that the accusation is prima 
facie not true. The judges 
denying bail to Khalid and 
Imam are, on this reading, 
simply applying a law Parlia-
ment wrote.

This is true, and it must 
be said plainly to keep this 
article honest. But it answers 
only the narrow question of 
jurisdiction and statutory 
text. It does not answer the 
larger question of equity, pri-
ority and perception — and 
it is precisely there that the 
unease settles.

The law gives every judge 
discretion. The question is 
not whether the power to sus-
pend a conviction exists. It is 

whether, in a republic where 
thousands rot undertrial and 
where even the accused in a 
murder case queue for years 
for appeals, the most urgent 
use of that discretion is to 
rescue the electoral prospect 
of a convict who, his own 
counsel concedes, emerged 
as a suspect only days after 
the FIR and stands convicted 
on circumstantial evidence 
— one whom media reports 
have also linked to the late 
gangster-turned-politician 
Mukhtar Ansari. 

Nothing in the reported 
order suggests the bench 
doubted his eventual acquit-
tal. It suspended convic-
tion to protect a candidacy. 
Meanwhile, for the accused 
who has spent six years 
awaiting trial — for whom 
the Supreme Court’s own 
judgment in Union of India 

v. K.A. Najeeb recognises that 
prolonged incarceration can 
itself justify bail — the dis-
cretion repeatedly bends the 
other way. 

Speedy trial, the Court has 
said for decades, is part of 
the guarantee of life and per-
sonal liberty under Article 
21. Six years without charges 
framed is, on any reading, 
the failure of that guarantee. 
Yet the higher courts’ remedy 
has been to let the detention 
continue.

What is really being tested
It would be wrong to re-

duce this to a single political 
party or a single judge. The 
cases are decided by different 
benches, under different stat-
utes, on different facts. The 
deeper trend is institutional.

The contrast reveals what 
is increasingly the operative 
hierarchy in Indian crimi-
nal justice: political value 
trumps individual liberty. A 
conviction can be stayed the 
moment it threatens a career 
in representative politics. But 
a presumption of innocence, 
the very foundation of a free 
society, is treated as dispen-
sable the moment an accused 
is branded a “dissident,” an 
“activist,” a “urban Naxal,” or 
a “rioter.” The label, not the 
evidence, becomes the op-
erative fact.

That is how you get the 
strangest arithmetic in the 
world’s largest democracy: a 
man proven guilty enough 
to be sentenced to life for 
murder is free to seek of-
fice, while men never proven 
guilty of anything sit into a 
seventh year waiting for a 
court to even tell them the 
precise charges they must 
answer.

The danger to the judiciary 
is reputational and profound. 

Courts command obedience 
not because they hold the 
sword or the purse, but be-
cause the people believe they 
are even-handed. Every time 
a stay of conviction drops for 
a political aspirant while an 
undertrial’s bail fails for the 
ninth time, a little of that be-
lief drains away. Law, wrote 
one jurist, is not an ass; but it 
can be made to look like one 
when it is ridden by opposing 
riders on the same afternoon.

Where this is heading
The honest answer to 

“where is the higher judiciary 
heading” is that it is heading 
in two directions at once, and 
that is the problem.

In one direction lies a ju-
diciary internalising the pri-
orities of state power: alert to 
the political convenience of a 
suspect aligned with the rul-
ing dispensation, hardening 
itself against the accused who 
stands outside it. In the other 
direction — visible in the oc-
casional bail grant, in Najeeb, 
in the rare acquittal — lies 
the older, better judiciary: the 
one that saw courts as the last 
refuge of the friendless and 
the unpopular. The outcome 
has not been decided. It will 
be decided case by case, and 
it will be decided by whether 
the higher judiciary remem-
bers a simple, ancient truth: 
the test of a court’s courage is 
not how it treats the power-
ful man who wants a favour, 
but how it treats the power-
less man who has nothing 
left but the law. On the pre-
sent evidence, the balance of 
that test is hanging, and not 
comfortably.

(The writer is with the 
Cholleti BlackRobe  

Chambers, Hyderabad, and  
writes on the economy,  

politics and law)

The law gives every judge discretion. The 
question is not whether the power to sus-

pend a conviction exists. It is whether, in a 
republic where thousands rot as  undertri-

als and where even the accused in a murder 
case queue for years for appeals, the most 
urgent use of that discretion is to rescue 
the electoral prospect of a convict who, 

his own counsel concedes, emerged as a 
suspect only days after the FIR and stands 

convicted on circumstantial evidence

Dr. Muchukota Suresh Babu

SBI has identified 3,897 customer 
records containing personal in-

formation in a dataset found on the 
dark web. The bank is investigating 
the suspected exposure, which raises 
concerns about targeted financial 
fraud and identity theft.

The State Bank of India (SBI) is 
investigating a suspected data leak 
after identifying 3,897 customer re-
cords containing personally identi-
fiable information (PII) in a dataset 
available on the dark web.

In a stock exchange filing on Oc-
tober 21, the country’s largest pub-
lic-sector lender said a preliminary 
analysis of approximately 3.75 lakh 
records had revealed the customer 
information. SBI received alerts 
about the suspected exposure on Oc-
tober 16 from its threat intelligence 
service provider, the Defence Cyber 
Agency and the Indian Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-
In).

The bank has activated its cyber 
incident response and contain-
ment protocols and appointed an 
independent cybersecurity agency 
empanelled with CERT-In to inves-
tigate the incident. The investigation 
aims to establish the authenticity, 
source and extent of the suspected 
exposure. SBI said the incident had 
no material impact on its business 
operations, financial performance or 

business continuity. Its core banking 
functions continue to operate nor-
mally.

What data was exposed?
According to SBI’s filing, the re-

cords reportedly contained custom-
ers’ names, gender, registered mo-
bile numbers, dates of birth, email 
addresses and residential addresses. 
The dataset also included branch and 
Customer Information File (CIF) 
identifiers, lead IDs, loan-related 
metadata and information from oth-
er associated files.

The bank is still verifying the au-
thenticity and completeness of the 
data and investigating its origin. The 
findings do not establish that all the 
customers concerned have suffered 
financial losses or that their bank ac-
counts have been accessed.

Does the leak mean SBI accounts 
have been hacked?

Not necessarily. Exposure of per-
sonal information does not auto-
matically mean that bank accounts 
have been compromised. SBI’s pre-
liminary findings concern personal 
information and loan-related meta-
data. The bank has not established 
that account passwords, PINs, one-
time passwords (OTPs) or transac-
tion credentials were exposed.

However, the information could 
help fraudsters make scams more 
convincing. Criminals who know 

a customer’s name, phone number, 
address or loan-related details could 
impersonate bank officials and claim 
there is a problem with an account, 
loan application or KYC verification.

Because the caller may already 
know personal details, the commu-
nication could appear genuine. Cus-
tomers should not treat familiarity 
with their information as proof of 
identity.

 How could the data be misused?
According to Sarthak Dubey, 

co-founder and COO of Mitigata, 
customer information can be ex-
posed through systems beyond a 
bank’s core banking infrastructure. 
Loan applications, KYC documents 
and account-opening forms may 
be stored across loan origination 
systems, employee email accounts, 
shared drives and third-party plat-
forms used by vendors. Potential 
entry points include compromised 
employee or vendor credentials, 
phishing, infostealer malware and 
misconfigured storage systems or 
application programming interfaces 
(APIs).

Dubey cautioned that investiga-
tors must establish whether the in-
formation originated from SBI’s sys-
tems, a third-party service provider 
or another source before drawing 
conclusions.

The key concern is that exposed 
personal information could be used 

to make fraudulent calls, messages 
and emails appear legitimate, in-
creasing the risk of phishing, identity 
theft and financial fraud.

What should SBI customers do?
SBI customers do not need to 

panic or automatically close their 
accounts. They should, however, re-
main alert to unexpected calls, mes-
sages and emails involving banking, 
loans or identity verification.

Never share an OTP, PIN or pass-
word with anyone, even if the person 
claims to represent SBI. Avoid click-
ing on unfamiliar links or install-
ing applications at the request of an 
unsolicited caller. Verify suspicious 
communications independently 
through SBI’s official website, mobile 
application or verified customer-ser-
vice channels.

Customers should also keep trans-
action alerts enabled, review account 
activity regularly and report unau-
thorised transactions immediately. 
Checking credit reports for unfa-
miliar loans, credit cards or credit 
enquiries can help identify poten-
tial misuse of personal information. 
Those who do not require Aadhaar 
biometric authentication may also 
consider locking their biometrics 
through official UIDAI channels.

Anyone who suspects financial 
fraud should contact their bank im-
mediately or call India’s cybercrime 
helpline at 1930.

What happens next?
SBI’s investigation must establish 

the source and authenticity of the 
data, identify any affected systems 
or third-party providers and de-
termine the number of customers 
potentially affected. The bank will 
also need to secure any vulner-
abilities, review access controls and 
strengthen monitoring for attempts 
to misuse the information.

Identifying potentially affected 
customers and communicating ver-
ified findings will be important in 
limiting the risk of follow-on fraud.

SBI has stated that the suspected 
exposure has not materially affected 
its operations, financial perfor-
mance or business continuity. The 
bank said it would take appropriate 
remedial and preventive measures 
in line with applicable regulatory 
requirements.

The investigation is ongoing, and 
the full source and extent of the sus-
pected exposure remain unclear.

The bottom line
The identification of 3,897 cus-

tomer records containing personal 
information does not, by itself, 
mean that bank accounts have been 
hacked or money stolen. Until SBI 
establishes the full facts, customers 
should protect their banking cre-
dentials, independently verify sus-
picious communications and report 
suspected fraud promptly.

SBI data leak: What happened, what data 
was exposed and what customers should do
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Opposition party prepares strategy meeting at Telangana Bhavan to hold Congress and 
Central governments accountable over coal production declines and tender irregularities

BRS will foil bid to 
weaken Singareni: KTR

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

BUOYED by the success of 
the recent Singareni Work-
ers Roar rally held in Go-
davarikhani, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao on 
Thursday reiterated that the 
party will foil any attempts 
aimed at weakening Sin-
gareni Collieries Company 
Limited or pushing the pub-
lic enterprise toward privati-
zation. Addressing a strategy 
meeting at Telangana Bhavan 
with BRS legislators, former 
MLAs, regional leaders, and 
representatives of the Tel-
angana Coal Mine Work-
ers Union, KT Rama Rao 
asserted that the party will 
not remain silent if any in-
justice is inflicted upon the 
workforce. He emphasised 
that safeguarding Singareni 
and protecting its workers 
remain primary objectives, 
promising that BRS will con-
tinuously fight to protect in-
stitutional interests alongside 
worker rights and welfare.

The meeting involved 
comprehensive discussions 
regarding current operation-

al conditions at Singareni, 
ongoing worker challenges, 
future organizational sus-
tainability, and methods to 
strengthen trade union rep-
resentation. KT Rama Rao 
congratulated party lead-
ers, cadre, and union rep-
resentatives for organizing 
the successful Karmika Gar-
jana public meeting in Go-
davarikhani within a short 
preparation timeframe. 

Attending party leaders 
also extended formal Dasara 
festival greetings to the 

working president.
KT Rama Rao urged party 

leadership to hold the Con-
gress state government ac-
countable regarding alleged 
tender irregularities and fi-
nancial malpractices within 
the company. 

He instructed leaders to 
publicise issues raised at 
Godavarikhani, including 
company financial manage-
ment, sharp declines in coal 
production, tender alloca-
tion concerns, and substan-
tial outstanding funds owed 

to the enterprise. He stressed 
the necessity of questioning 
both the Congress state gov-
ernment and the BJP Central 
government regarding their 
respective policy stances on 
Singareni, calling for collec-
tive resistance against deci-
sions detrimental to the or-
ganization. 

KT Rama Rao reaffirmed 
that defending Singareni 
from privatization threats 
and securing worker welfare 
remain core BRS priorities 
moving forward.

PANDUGA SAYANNA 
FOUGHT FOR POOR: SP

Hans News Service  
Gadwal

JOGULAMBA Gadwal dis-
trict SP T Srinivasa Rao paid 
rich tributes to Panduga 
Sayanna, popularly known 
as the Palamuru hero, on his 
birth anniversary at the Dis-
trict Police Office on Thurs-
day. 

The SP offered floral trib-
utes to his portrait and re-
called his services and fight-
ing spirit.

Panduga Sayanna holds a 
special place in Telangana’s 
folk history as a people’s 
hero who stood by the poor 
and the oppressed. He hailed 
from Merugonipalle vil-
lage in Nawabpet mandal of 
present-day Mahabubnagar 
district. He is remembered 
for his fight against social 
inequality, oppression and 
exploitation, as well as his 
efforts to support weaker 

sections and promote self-
respect among people.

The celebration of his 
birth anniversary is not only 
an occasion to remember a 
great personality but also an 
opportunity to introduce his 
ideals and fighting spirit to 
the younger generation. His 
life conveys a strong mes-
sage of equal respect for all, 
justice for weaker sections, 

humanity and service to so-
ciety.

On the occasion, officials 
emphasised that along with 
maintaining public safety 
and law and order, every-
one should uphold social 
responsibility, a spirit of ser-
vice and the values of equal-
ity. They called for efforts to 
familiarise future genera-
tions with the lives of peo-

ple’s heroes such as Panduga 
Sayanna and preserve their 
ideals in society.

District Office Adminis-
trative Officer Sai Krishna, 
Reserve Inspector Venkat, 
Reserve Sub-Inspectors 
Chandrakanth and Maddai-
ah, DPO staff and police 
personnel from various de-
partments participated in 
the programme.

I admire Lawrence Bishnoi 
saab, the only accountable 

person always ready to  
take responsibility

Indian among 3 killed 
in Houthi attacks on 

Saudi airport, oilfield 
Continued from front page

The Indian Embassy in Riyadh said Saudi 
authorities had informed it about the casual-
ties in the attack on King Fahd International 
Airport in Dammam, eastern Saudi Arabia, 
on Wednesday night. “One Indian national 
was among two people who unfortunately lost 
their lives in the attack on Dammam airport 
on Wednesday night and two Indian nation-
als were injured,” the embassy said in a social 
media post on Thursday. “We are ascertain-
ing further details and contacting the affected 
families. Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family and loved ones of the deceased and we 
wish speedy recovery of the injured,” it added.

Saudi Arabia's General Authority of Civil 
Aviation said a Saudi citizen and an Indian 
resident were killed in the attack. The airport 
had also been targeted on October 11.

The authority said eight people, including 
two Indians, were injured. Bangladeshi and 
Nepalese nationals were also among those 
hurt. “Their injuries range from minor to criti-
cal, and they are receiving the necessary medi-
cal care at several hospitals,” it said.

CJP leaders seek more time, skip Delhi police questioning
NEW DELHI: Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) leaders Saurav Das and Ashutosh 
Ranka will not appear before the Delhi Police Crime Branch for questioning on 
Thursday after seeking more time, sources said. Police are expected to issue a fresh 
notice to the two leaders, the sources said. The Crime Branch had summoned Das 
and Ranka to its Rajouri Garden office on Thursday, a day after they were released 
from judicial custody. The two were released after a Special Executive Magistrate 
(SEM) court accepted their personal and surety bonds and recorded their written 
undertakings to maintain peace and abide by the law.

Modi, Tusk set target to double 
India-Poland trade by 2030

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and his Polish counterpart 
Donald Tusk on Thursday set a target 
of doubling bilateral trade between the 
two countries by 2030, according to a 
joint statement issued after their meet-
ing here. The leaders called for the early 
signing and ratification of the EU-India 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA), as well 
as its timely implementation, to unlock 
new opportunities for trade and invest-
ment, diversify and strengthen critical 
value chains, and open new markets, 
the statement said.

PM Modi invited Polish companies 

to expand their investments and opera-
tions in India and benefit from India’s 
large market, skilled workforce and 
growing manufacturing and innovation 
ecosystem. Tusk appreciated Indian in-
vestment in Poland and highlighted Po-
land’s strength as a gateway for Indian 
businesses seeking to expand their pres-
ence in Central and Eastern Europe and 
the wider European market.

The two leaders agreed to expand 
cooperation in agriculture by resuming 
the activities of the bilateral working 
group, aimed at intensifying bilateral 
trade and cooperation.

Revanth pitches Rahul for PM
Continued from front page

Revanth Reddy also sug-
gested to Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar  to bring to the 
attention of TPCC president 
Mahesh Goud the need to 
provide an MLC ticket to the 
Mudiraj community. "It is 
my responsibility to ensure 
the Mudiraj community is 
made a partner in the gov-
ernment," he remarked 

The Chief Minister men-
tioned that certain miscon-
ceptions and doubts raised 
by other castes regarding 
Mudiraj in BC - A category 
needs to be addressed. The 

Chief Minister highlighted 
the BC Census conducted by 
his government. 

The census data helped 
every community to raise 
their voice with greater 
strength.  All the communi-
ties have been requested to 
furnish full details to rectify 
the errors if their popula-
tion count was not correctly 
mentioned in the Census 
report. The first caste Cen-
sus was conducted during 
British rule, he said, add-
ing: “Now, we undertook the 
caste census successfully af-
ter 100 years.” 

Any motion against CEC will 
be examined under rules: Birla
NEW DELHI: Amid pro-
tests against Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar, Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla on Thursday said 
if the Opposition brings any 
fresh impeachment motion 
against the country's top 
poll officer, it will be exam-
ined according to rules and 
procedures. 

The Opposition has twice 
attempted to remove Kumar. 
In the first move, the no-
tices were rejected by both 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
while the notices submitted 
in the second attempt are 
still pending in the Upper 
House.  "If any fresh notice 
comes, we will see and ex-
amine it accordingly under 
rules and procedures," Birla 
told a press conference here, 

responding to a question on 
a possible impeachment mo-
tion against the CEC. 

There have been protests 
in the last fortnight in dif-
ferent parts of India seeking 
the resignation of Kumar for 
alleged irregularities while 
carrying out the special in-
tensive revision of voters list. 

According to the Consti-
tution and law on the ap-
pointment of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 
and Election Commission-
ers, a CEC can only be re-
moved by Parliament the 
way a sitting Supreme Court 
judge can be impeached. 

The Chief Election Com-
missioner and other Elec-
tion Commissioners (Ap-
pointment, Conditions of 
Service and Term of Office) 

Act, 2023, also says the CEC 
or an Election Commission-
er may resign at any time by 
submitting in writing to the 
President. 

According to Article 124, 
which deals with the Su-
preme Court, a judge of the 
Supreme Court shall not 
be removed from his office 
except by an order of the  
President passed after an 
address by each House of 
Parliament supported by a 
majority of the total mem-
bership of that House and 
by a majority of not less than 
two-thirds of the members 
of that House present and 
voting has been presented 
to the President in the same 
session for such removal on 
the ground of proved misbe-
haviour or incapacity.

‘Completely 
unacceptable’
India condemns attacks 
on Saudi airport, oil field 
NEW DELHI: India on 
Thursday condemned 
attacks on civilian and 
energy infrastructure 
in Saudi Arabia after 
an attack on King Fahd 
International Airport 
in Dammam killed an 
Indian national and 
injured two others 
Wednesday, while another 
Indian was injured in a 
separate attack on the 
Shaybah oil field a day 
before.  Earlier in the day, 
the Indian Embassy in 
Riyadh said an Indian 
national was among 
two people killed and 
two other Indians were 
among eight injured in an 
attack on the Dammam 
airport Wednesday 
evening. According to 
Saudi Arabia’s General 
Authority of Civil 
Aviation, among the eight 
injured were two Indian 
nationals, two Yemenis, 
two Bangladeshis, one 
Nepalese national and one 
Saudi citizen. It said some 
of those injured are in 
serious condition. 

“We convey our 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family and 
wish speedy recovery 
to those injured. The 
Indian Embassy in Riyadh 
is in contact with the 
Saudi authorities and 
will provide all possible 
assistance,” the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
said in a statement. “We 
also reiterate that the 
attacks on civilian and 
critical infrastructure are 
completely unacceptable 
and must cease 
immediately. We stand in 
solidarity with the people 
and the Government of 
the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in safeguarding 
its sovereignty, and hope 
that peace and normalcy 
would return to the region 
at the earliest,” it added.

Tehran

SEVEN oil tankers caught 
fire or were damaged in the 
Strait of Hormuz overnight 
after being hit by Iran or 
striking naval mines, Tehran 
said Thursday, a markedly 
high number as tensions rise 
over concerns about a return 
to all-out war.

With days before a close 
election in Israel in which 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu could lose pow-
er, and before next month’s 
U.S. midterm election in 
which war-linked high pric-
es have sparked voter anger, 
there are concerns that U.S.-
Israeli attacks on Iran could 
resume.

“Netanyahu wants to at-
tack Iran, that’s not even a 
question,” Danny Citrino-
wicz, a researcher at Israel’s 
Institute for National Se-
curity Studies and a former 
Iran specialist in Israel’s 
military and intelligence 
services, said. He accused Is-
rael of rushing into another 
round with Iran without re-
vamping its strategy. A clear 
Netanyahu victory in the 
Oct. 27 election means an 

attack is almost guaranteed, 
he said.

Main Opposition candi-
dates are likely to focus on 
domestic issues first, but 
Citrinowicz said he believed 
the region is on the way to-
ward “another kinetic esca-
lation.”

Iranian state television 
reported the claims about 
the latest attacks on ships, 
which the AP couldn’t inde-
pendently confirm. The re-
port cited the Revolutionary 
Guard Corps navy, which 
again threatened to strike 
US military bases in the re-
gion if the US keeps helping 
to guide commercial ships 
through the strait.

The report didn’t mention 
casualties. Iran still asserts 
control over the waterway, 
a central point of leverage in 
any talks with the US over 
the war. October has had 
the most reported attacks on 
commercial shipping since 
March in the war’s opening 
weeks, according to a British 
military monitor, the United 
Kingdom Maritime Trade 
Operations. UKMTO didn’t 

report the latest attacks, but 
it has noted new reluctance 
by some shippers to report 
incidents. Oil producers 
have found ways to keep 
crude flowing, experts say, 
but at a mounting cost.

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi on Wednes-
day said that a wary Tehran 
remains open to diplomacy 
but is ready to defend itself. 
Iran has warned that it has 
learned important military 
lessons from the war that 
began with US and Israeli 
attacks on Feb. 28. In recent 
days, Tehran has indicated 
that it could expand targets 
to include infrastructure 
such as undersea cables and 
data centres.

The United States, for its 
part, is sending more mili-
tary assets to the region, 
including a third aircraft 
carrier and thousands of 
troops, to join the largest 
force of American warships 
and aircraft in the Middle 
East in decades. Mediators, 
meanwhile, have been try-
ing to bring Washington and 
Tehran back to formal talks.

Iran says 7 tankers attacked in Hormuz 
Fears of return to war in West Asia grow

Strong quake hits Tibet
NEW DELHI: A strong earthquake of magnitude 7.0 struck Ti-
bet on Thursday. The earthquake occurred at a depth of 173km. 
The most recent earthquake to strike Nepal was on Septem-
ber 8. The earthquake came amid ongoing rescue and recovery 
operations following floods triggered by an ice-rock avalanche 
near the Nepal-Tibet border on August 26. Chinese research-
ers have warned that climate change is accelerating glacier loss 
across the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, potentially increasing the 
risks of future disasters. 

Google CEO saves Atlantic 
Ocean from being renamed 

as Trump Ocean!
Trump-Pichai exchange follows US Prez’s earlier push to 

rename the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of America

Washington

US President Donald Trump 
says Google CEO Sundar 
Pichai rejected his idea to 
rename the Atlantic Ocean, 
after the company previously 
adopted his administra-
tion’s Gulf of America name 
change for users in the Unit-
ed States. Trump recounted 
the conversation at a rally in 
South Carolina on Wednes-
day, saying he had asked Pi-
chai whether Google could 
handle a new name for the 
Atlantic.

“So we seriously looked 
at the Atlantic Ocean, and 
I called Google Maps, who 
were really great with the 
lake,” Trump told supporters.

He said he spoke to Pi-
chai, whom he described as a 
“brilliant guy”, about the pro-
posal. “And I said, Sundar, 
I’m thinking of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Can you handle it?” 
Trump recalled asking.

According to the Presi-
dent, Pichai replied: “No, no, 
no. This time I’m not doing 
it. Oceans are different, sir. 
You know, they cover a lot of 
countries.”

Trump said he would 
probably abandon the idea, 
asking the crowd whether the 
Atlantic Ocean should keep 
its existing name.

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation 
from Google or Pichai of 
Trump’s account of the ex-

change.
Trump also floated an-

other possible name change, 
suggesting the Pacific Ocean 
could become the “American 
Ocean”.

“How do you think Europe 
would fit?” he asked, joking 
about how European leaders 
might react.

He mentioned European 
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen, suggest-
ing she would be delighted by 
the idea.

Trump said he had consid-
ered putting his own name or 
America’s name on an ocean 
but indicated he would leave 
the Atlantic alone. His re-
marks appeared to be a joke 
rather than a formal pro-
posal. The comments follow 
his administration’s earlier 
geographic renaming efforts. 
Shortly after taking office in 
January 2025, Trump signed 
an executive order changing 
the Gulf of Mexico’s name to 
the Gulf of America.

Google Maps subsequent-
ly adopted the new name for 
users in the United States, 
while people elsewhere con-
tinued to see the Gulf of 
Mexico or both names, de-
pending on their location.

The earlier change had also 
led to a dispute with the As-
sociated Press over its use of 
the Gulf of America name, 
highlighting how geographic 
naming decisions can be-
come political issues.

Foundation stone laid for Panduga Sayanna’s statue
Hans News Service 

Nagarkurnool

MLA Rajesh Reddy called 
upon people to draw inspira-
tion from the life and ideals 

of Panduga Sayanna, who is 
remembered as a champion of 
the poor and weaker sections 
of society. 

The foundation stone for the 
installation of Panduga Sayan-
na’s statue was laid on Keshari 
Samudram Tank Bund in Na-
garkurnool on Thursday.  

The statue installation 
programme was undertaken 
under the aegis of the Fisher-
men Cooperative Society, with 
community leaders and public 
representatives participating in 
the event.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Rajesh Reddy said Panduga 
Sayanna, a son of the Mudiraj 
community, had become a 
symbol of inspiration for the 

weaker sections. He stressed 
the need to work towards re-
alising Sayanna’s ideals and as-
sured the Mudiraj community 
and other weaker sections of 
his continued support.

The MLA said he was com-
mitted to the all-round devel-
opment of Nagarkurnool and 
assured the Fishermen Coop-
erative Society of all possible 
assistance. He added that the 

unveiling of Panduga Sayanna’s 
statue would be organised on a 
grand scale, with prominent 
leaders invited to the event. 
Municipal Chairperson Teega-
la Suneendra, vice-chairper-
son Badam Ramesh, leaders 
of the Fishermen Cooperative 
Society, public representatives 
and community members 
participated in the foundation 
stone-laying ceremony.

Modi, Shah to visit TG
Continued from front page

The Election Commission 
has announced the schedule 
for the election to Graduates 
MLC constituencies of 
Rangareddy-Hyderabad-
Mahbubnagar and 
Warangal-Khammam-
Nalgonda.  A senior leader 
of the party said that the 
visit of Amit Shah will 
work as a morale booster 
for the party cadre during 
the election time. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
also slated to visit Telangana 

during December. 
The PM is likely to 

lay the foundation stone 
for the development of 
the Mamnoor Airport 
in Warangal. The Prime 
Minister would be 
inaugurating the Sammakka 
Sarakka Tribal University, 
Kazipet Wagon Factory, and 
the Kakatiya Textile Park. 

Party leaders said that 
a massive public meeting 
was also being planned in 
Warangal to coincide with 
this visit.
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Holidays end; return journey  
sparks traffic snarls on highways

Ahoy Hyderabad…!

MM Farooqui 
Hyderabad

WITH the conclusion of 
the Dasara festival, massive  
traffic congestion was wit-
nessed on the major high-
ways as a large number of 
people who travelled to 
their native places especially 
in Andhra Pradesh for the 
Dasara festival began their 
return journey.

Long queues of vehicles 
were witnessed, causing se-
vere inconvenience to com-
muters. Heavy rush was also 
reported at key toll plazas 
where vehicles were made to 
wait for hours. 

The National Highway 65, 
the Hyderabad – Vijayawa-
da stretch triggered long 
bumper-to-bumper traffic 
across multiple stretches.

Traffic movement slowed 
significantly since Wednes-
day due to the surge in ve-
hicles heading towards Hy-
derabad. Congestion was 
also reported at other places 
due to the heavy inflow of 
vehicles towards Hyderabad.

Traffic police and highway 
officials were seen making 
efforts to regulate vehicle 
movement and clear conges-
tion at the affected stretch. 
However, due to the con-
tinuous inflow of vehicles 
returning after the Dasara 
holidays, traffic remained 
heavy for most of the day.

Although educational in-
stitutions are scheduled to 
reopen on October 23 after 
the Dasara holidays, many 
people had started their 
journey a day in advance to 
avoid congestion.

Traffic moved slowly near 
Choutuppal due to ongoing 

flyover bridge construction 
work, causing delays for ve-
hicles heading towards Hy-
derabad. 

Heavy traffic was also 
reported on the Nagpur, 
Mumbai and Warangal high-
ways as commuters returned 
from Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana districts, includ-
ing Medak, Siddipet and 
Sangareddy.

Meanwhile, TGSRTC has 
finalised arrangements to 
handle the return journey 
rush starting October 22, 
with peak crowds expected 

over the weekend of October 
25 and 26. To accommodate 
festival travellers across Tel-
angana, the corporation is 
deploying over 7,000 special 
buses. 

According to TGSRTC of-
ficials, the Karimnagar zone 
alone will operate 3,533 spe-
cial services. 

The regional breakdown 
includes 431 buses from 
Adilabad, 719 from Nizama-
bad, 1,175 from Karimnagar, 
530 from Warangal, and 678 
from Khammam. 

The Hyderabad zone will 

operate 2,155 special buses, 
including 645 from Mah-
bubnagar, 255 from Medak, 
815 from Nalgonda and 440 
from Rangareddy. In addi-
tion, the Greater Hyderabad 
Zone will operate 1,312 spe-
cial services.

Authorities have advised 
commuters to plan travel 
during off-peak hours and 
follow traffic advisories to 
avoid inconvenience. The 
traffic situation is expected 
to remain tense over the 
next two days as the festive 
exodus continues.

•  Commuters face 

hours of waiting

•  Ongoing flyover 
construction 

slows traffic at 
Choutuppal 

• Over 7,000 special 
buses deployed to 

ease rush

Adluri Laxman Kumar reviews 
Dharmapuri bus station  

modernisation preparations

Hans News Service 
Karimnagar

STATE Welfare Minister 
Adluri Laxman Kumar on 
Thursday inspected arrange-
ments for the foundation 
stone-laying ceremony for 
the modernisation of Dhar-
mapuri bus station, sched-
uled for October 25.

Accompanied by Road 
Transport Corporation offi-
cials, local public representa-

tives and party leaders, the 
minister reviewed prepara-
tions ahead of the visit of 
State Transport Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar, who is 
expected to lay the founda-
tion stone for the proposed 
works.

During the inspection, 
Laxman Kumar discussed 
the modernisation plans and 
arrangements for the pro-
gramme with officials. 

He stressed the need for 

coordination among all con-
cerned departments to en-
sure the smooth conduct of 
the ceremony.

The minister directed of-
ficials to complete all neces-
sary arrangements well in 
advance and ensure that the 
programme is organised ef-
ficiently. 

The proposed modernisa-
tion is aimed at improving 
facilities at the Dharmapuri 
bus station.

Foundation stone ceremony scheduled for October 25;  

officials directed to complete arrangements in time

Dasara festivities boost  
excise revenue in Warangal

Sadanandam Sirimalle 
Hanumakonda

LIQUOR sales across the 
combined Warangal dis-
trict witnessed a significant 
surge during the Dussehra 
festival, generating revenue 
of Rs 239.37 crore between 
October 1 and 21. The total 
represents an increase of Rs 
75.81 crore compared with 
the Rs 163.56 crore recorded 
during the corresponding 
period last year.

The rise in sales has been 
attributed to festive demand, 
celebrations and consecu-
tive holidays. The district 
has 139 bars and 295 liquor 
shops, which recorded sub-
stantial business during the 
21-day period.

Hanumakonda Urban  
district topped the sales 
chart, with liquor worth  
Rs 88 crore sold during the 
festival period. 

Hanumakonda Rural re-
corded sales of Rs 44 crore, 
reflecting strong demand 
across the district.

Other districts also re-
ported considerable sales. 
Mahabubabad recorded liq-
uor sales worth Rs 37 crore, 
while Jangaon and Bhupal-
pally each registered sales of 
Rs 36 crore.

The figures highlight the 
substantial increase in liq-
uor consumption during 
the festive season across the 

combined Warangal district. 
The overall sales rose by 
nearly 46 per cent compared 
with last year, underlining 
the impact of festive activity 
on the excise department’s 
revenue.

Hanumakonda Urban’s 
leading position was attrib-
uted to its growing popula-
tion, expanding urban ar-
eas and commercial activity, 
which contribute to higher 
demand for liquor, particu-
larly during major festivals.

• The combined Warangal district records liquor sales 

worth Rs 239.37 crore between October 1 and 21
• Hanumakonda Urban leads district-wise sales with Rs 

88 crore, followed by Hanumakonda Rural at Rs 44 
crore, while Mahabubabad recorded Rs 37 crore and 
Jangaon and Bhupalpally registered Rs 36 crore each

• The surge in sales was attributed to festive celebrations, 
consecutive holidays, population growth, expanding 
urban areas and increased commercial activity

Agarwal completes one year 
as Rajanna Sircilla collector

Hans News Service 
Rajanna-Sircilla

DISTRICT Collector Garima 
Agarwal has completed one 
year in office, with a focus on 
welfare delivery and develop-
ment across Rajanna Sircilla 
district.

During the year, more 
than 3,000 houses were com-
pleted under the Indiramma 
housing scheme, while 48 an-
ganwadi buildings were com-
pleted at a cost of Rs 3 crore. 
Educational infrastructure 
was strengthened through 
improvements to govern-
ment schools and residential 
institutions.

In agriculture, awareness 
programmes encouraged 
farmers to adopt alternative 
crops, including pulses, veg-
etables and oil palm, which 
was cultivated on more than 
700 acres.

Healthcare initiatives in-

cluded distributing nutri-
tional kits to 421 tuberculosis 
patients and monitoring ser-
vices at government hospitals 
and primary health centres.

The administration also 
promoted women’s self-help 
groups, improved facilities at 
the Mandepalli old-age home 

and monitored development 
works at Vemulawada’s Sri 
Rajarajeshwara Swamy tem-
ple. Road improvements, 
warehouse construction, 
tourism development and 
public infrastructure re-
mained key priorities during 
her first year.

Housing, education, healthcare and 
infrastructure top development agenda

Jhansi Rajender Reddy meets 
Telugu NRIs in North Carolina

Hans News Service 
Hanumakonda

HANUMANDLA Jhan-
si Rajender Reddy, vice-
president of the Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
(TPCC), Congress in-charge 
for Palakurti constituency 
and founder of the Women 
Empowerment Telugu Asso-
ciation (WETA), attended a 
meet-and-greet programme 
with Telugu non-resident In-
dians (NRIs) at Apex, North 
Carolina, USA. The event was 
hosted by Karunakar Vanguru.

During the informal gath-
ering, NRIs interacted with 
Jhansi Rajender Reddy and 
shared their views on Telan-
gana’s political and social de-
velopments.

Through WETA, she has 
been working to empower 
Telugu women by promoting 
their development, encourag-
ing their potential and creat-
ing opportunities for greater 
recognition in society. She also 

seeks to strengthen unity and 
mutual cooperation among 
Telugu communities.

In her political role, Jhansi 
Rajender Reddy has been ac-
tively involved in Congress 
activities in Palakurti constitu-
ency, focusing on public issues, 
constituency development and 
coordination with party lead-
ers and workers.

The programme provided 
an opportunity for Telugu 
NRIs to engage with Telangana 
leadership and maintain closer 
ties with their home state. It 
also highlighted her contin-
ued efforts towards women’s 
empowerment and political 
engagement.

Panduga Sayanna remains an 
inspiration for generations: SP

Hans News Service 
Jayashankar Bhupalpally

THE life of Panduga Sayanna, 
celebrated as a people’s hero 
for standing up for the poor 
and fighting oppression and ex-
ploitation, continues to inspire 
future generations, Jayashankar 
Bhupalpally District Superin-
tendent of Police Sirisetti San-
keerth, IPS, said. The district 
police office organised celebra-
tions marking Sayanna’s birth 
anniversary on Thursday. On 
the occasion, Sankeerth gar-

landed Sayanna’s portrait and 
paid floral tributes. The SP said 
that defending the poor and 
fighting for the self-respect of 
weaker sections were the defin-
ing values of Sayanna’s life. He 
urged people to uphold equal-
ity, humanity and a spirit of ser-
vice, while extending support 
to marginalised communities. 
He emphasised the need to pass 
on Sayanna’s fighting spirit and 
ideals to future generations, de-
scribing his life as a source of 
inspiration for building a more 
just and inclusive society.

NHM employees continue  
indefinite strike in Karimnagar

Hans News Service 
Karimnagar

NATIONAL Health Mission 
(NHM) employees contin-
ued their indefinite strike in 
Karimnagar on Thursday, 
staging a novel protest by 
standing on one leg outside 
the Collectorate to press for 
the resolution of their long-
pending demands.

Organised by the NHM 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC), the protest highlighted 
demands for job security, reg-
ularisation, cadre fixation and 
equal pay for equal work. 

The employees also sought 
100 per cent gross salary, di-
rect salary payments under 
the SPARSH system, a 5 per 
cent annual increment, an 8 
per cent loyalty bonus and 

release of arrears pending 
since 2022.

Other demands include 
medical coverage under EHS, 
180 days of paid maternity 
leave, restoration of reduced 

salaries and implementation 
of revised pay scales.

The JAC also demanded 
Rs. 20 lakh ex-gratia for 
families of employees who 
die in service, a job for one 

eligible family member and 
Rs. 30,000 towards funeral 
expenses. Leaders said the 
peaceful agitation would con-
tinue until the government 
addressed their grievances.

Protesters stand on one leg outside Collectorate, demand 
regularisation, pay hike and pending arrears

Warangal police warn against 
QVSE investment fraud

Hans News Service 
Hanumakonda

WARANGAL Police Com-
missioner N. Shweta, IPS, 
has urged the public to re-
main vigilant against the 
QVSE (Quantum West Stock 
Exchange) app, which is al-
legedly being used to cheat 
people through fraudulent 
online investment schemes.

According to the Com-
missioner, fraudsters per-
suade victims to download 
the app through APK files 
and convert Indian rupees 
into cryptocurrency using 
Binance. They promise a 
huge profit on an investment 
of 500 USDT, approximately 
Rs 54,000, along with referral 
bonuses of 50 USDT and 25 
USDT for first- and second-
level referrals.

As many as 56 cases linked 
to this fraud have been regis-
tered across Telangana.

Shweta advised people to 
avoid suspicious apps, unver-
ified trading platforms and 
schemes promising guaran-
teed returns. Victims should 
immediately call 1930 or file 
a complaint at www.cyber-
crime.gov.in.

Fraudsters promise huge returns on Rs 54,000 
investment; 56 cases registered across TG

Satish accuses Cong of misusing power
Hans News Service 

Karimnagar

FORMER Husnabad MLA 
Vodithala Satish Kumar has 
accused the Congress govern-
ment of targeting Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) leaders and 
workers through politically mo-
tivated cases, alleging that such 
actions undermine democratic 
values. On Thursday, he visited 
BRS leaders and workers fac-
ing cases in Dharmasagarpalli 
village of Koheda mandal and 
assured them of the party’s 
support. Satish Kumar alleged 

that Congress leaders were in-
timidating opposition workers 
instead of addressing public 
issues and fulfilling electoral 
promises. He said BRS workers 
would not succumb to political 
pressure, stressing that power 
was temporary and public ser-
vice should remain the priority. 
He assured the affected workers 

and their families that the party 
would provide support and pur-
sue legal remedies, including 
approaching the High Court if 
necessary, to seek the quashing 
of cases. He also criticised the 
alleged interference of elected 
representatives’ relatives in ad-
ministration and urged BRS 
workers to remain confident.

Warangal road expansion aimed at future growth: MLA
Hans News Service 

Hanumakonda

WARANGAL West MLA 
Naini Rajender Reddy on 
Thursday laid the founda-
tion stone for road expan-
sion works worth Rs 2 crore 
from Hanumakonda bus 
stand via JNS Stadium to 
DCC Bhavan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Naini said the project 
aimed to ease traffic conges-
tion, improve road safety 
and meet the city’s growing 

transportation needs. He 
urged residents and traders 
not to obstruct development 

in the name of vote-bank 
politics and called for col-
lective support.

He said narrow roads and 
increasing vehicle numbers 
had created difficulties for 

commuters and local busi-
nesses. Stressing planned 
infrastructure development, 
he called for constructive 
suggestions from opposi-
tion parties. Naini also an-
nounced plans to develop 
areas around JNS Stadium, 
improve commercial oppor-
tunities and provide better 
facilities for hostel students. 
He said coordinated efforts 
were essential to ensure Wa-
rangal’s sustainable growth 
and better infrastructure for 
future generations.
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Scholarships
Scholarship Name 1:  Sakal India Foundation Career 

Development Scholarship 2026
Description:  The Sakal India Foundation Career 

Development Scholarship 2026 is being 
offered by the Sakal India Foundation to 
support ambitious Indian students in their academic and 
career advancement. This scholarship provides financial aid 
and mentorship to candidates exhibiting academic excellence 
and commitment to professional growth.

Eligibility:  Applications are open to residents of India who have 
completed at least Class 10 level of education. Applicants must 
have a valid admission letter and have secured a minimum of 
85% aggregate marks in the previous class. 

Prizes & Rewards: An award of up to �10,000.
Last Date to Apply: 31-10-2026
Application mode: Online applications only
Short Url: www.b4s.in/hans/SICS5
QR Code:  https://dle9eg0t055l3.cloudfront.net/static/images/

scho-media/sakal-india-foundation-career-development-
scholarship-20261792464627.png

 
Scholarship Name 2: Mahindra Saarthi Abhiyaan 2026-27
Description:  The Mahindra Saarthi Abhiyaan 2026-27, an initiative by 

Mahindra & Mahindra Limited, supports the educational 
aspirations of daughters of truck drivers across India. 
The scholarship provides financial assistance to eligible 
girls studying in Class 11, Class 12, Graduation, and Post-
Graduation, helping them continue their education despite 
financial challenges.

Eligibility: •  Open to girls studying in Class 11, Class 12, Graduation, or 
Post-Graduation.

 •  Applicants must be daughters/wards of truck drivers.
 •  Students from across India are eligible to apply.
 •  Children of Buddy4Study or Mahindra & Mahindra 

employees are not eligible.
 Note:   If the latest semester results are unavailable, the previous odd-

semester results may be considered for selection.
Prizes & Rewards:  INR 10,000 as a fixed scholarship award for each selected 

scholar.
Last Date to Apply: 30-11-2026
Application mode: Online Application Only
Short Url: www.b4s.in/hans/MHSA4
QR Code:  https://dle9eg0t055l3.cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-

media/mahindra-saarthi-abhiyaan-2026-271792464607.png
 
Scholarship Name 3: SDEF India Scholarship Program 2026-27
Description:  The SDEF India Scholarship Program 2026-27, an initiative 

of the Swami Dayanand Education Foundation (SDEF), 
supports academically meritorious students from financially 
constrained families who are beginning professional 
undergraduate courses in India. Selected students can receive 
up to INR 50,000 per academic year, renewable for up to four 
years, subject to annual review and continued eligibility.

Eligibility: •  Open to students admitted to the first year of a full-time 
eligible professional undergraduate programme in 2026-27.

 •  The applicant’s annual family income must not exceed INR 
12 lakh from all sources.

 •  Applicants should not have taken a drop or gap year after 
Class 12.

 •  Students must meet the applicable academic, entrance 
examination and category-wise eligibility criteria for their 
course.

 •  Eligible programmes include B.Tech./B.E., MBBS, BDS, and 
B.Arch.

 •  Applicants must be willing to participate in further 
assessment and selection stages, if shortlisted.

Prizes & Rewards:  Up to INR 50,000 per academic year, renewable for up to 
four years, subject to annual review and continued eligibility. 
The scholarship amount is disbursed directly to the student’s 
college or university towards approved educational expenses.

Last Date to Apply: 30-11-2026
Application mode: Online Application Only
Short Url: www.b4s.in/hans/SDEF1
QR Code:  https://dle9eg0t055l3.cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-

media/sdef-2026-271792574235.png
 
Scholarship Name 4: Vahani Scholarship 2026
Description:  The Vahani Scholarship 2026 is being offered by the Vahani 

Scholarship Trust to students in Class 12. This scholarship 
aims to financially support the undergraduate education of 
meritorious students from economically weaker sections.

Eligibility:  Applications are open to students currently pursuing studies 
in Class 12, have secured 85% or above in Class 10th, and have 
an annual family income of less than �3 lakh.

Prizes & Rewards:  Selected candidates receive full tuition fees, a stipend for a 
laptop, travel allowance, and numerous other benefits.

Last Date to Apply: 01-11-2026
Application mode: Online application only
Short Url: www.b4s.in/hans/VAHA1
QR Code:  https://dle9eg0t055l3.cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-

media/vahani-scholarship-20261792464540.png
 
Scholarship Name 5:  WINGS — Women INspiring Growth in STEM Scholarship 

Program
Description:  IIT Bombay’s Alumnus Bharat Desai and his wife, Neerja 

Sethi, have launched an initiative at IIT Bombay to encourage 
women in STEM, named  WINGS — Women INspiring 
Growth in STEM Scholarship Program.  This initiative aims to 
break financial barriers and champion women’s education in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Eligibility: •  For female students planning to pursue an undergraduate  
STEM course at IIT Bombay (2027-28 Session).

 •  Students not availing any other government tuition grant or 
scholarship.

 •  The scholarship will continue for students maintaining a 6.0 
CPI or higher.

Prizes & Rewards:  The scholarship covers tuition fees (Rs 2 lakhs per annum) for 
women students meeting the above eligibility criteria.

Last Date to Apply: 31-10-2026
Application mode: Online Application Only
Short Url:  www.b4s.in/hans/WINGS2
QR Code:  https://dle9eg0t055l3.cloudfront.net/static/images/scho-

media/wings-women-inspiring-growth-in-stem-scholarship-
program1791265653.png

 
Scholarship Name 6: Infocepts Innovate for Impact Scholarship 2026-27
Description:  The Infocepts Innovate for Impact Scholarship 2026-27, 

a CSR initiative of Infocepts Foundation, is now open 
for applications. The scholarship supports meritorious 
engineering students from financially disadvantaged 
backgrounds with support of up to INR 50,000 per year for 
four years .

Eligibility:  Open to undergraduate Computer Engineering, IT, AI, ML, 
or Data Science students (Any year) with 60% in Class 10 and 
12, family income up to INR 6 lakh, studying/domiciled in 
Nagpur, Pune, Chennai, or Bengaluru.

Prizes & Rewards:  Selected students will receive scholarship support of up to INR 
50,000 per academic year for a maximum period of four years, 
subject to annual renewal and continued eligibility.

Last Date to Apply: 30-10-2026 & Online Application Only.

Hans News Service 

A 
riding contingent 
participating in the 
Rashtriya Ekta Rally 

visited the University of Hy-
derabad (UoH) while travel-
ling to Ekta Nagar, where 
university officials, students 
and members of the campus 
community took part in an 
interaction focused on na-
tional unity, social harmony 
and drug awareness.

The contingent, compris-
ing participants from across 
South India, was welcomed 
by the university admin-
istration. The interaction 
provided an opportunity to 
share the rally’s message of 
unity, discipline and collec-
tive responsibility among 
young people.

As part of the programme, 
an anti-drug pledge was 
administered to raise aware-
ness about the harmful 
effects of substance abuse 
and encourage students to 
adopt healthy, responsible 
and drug-free lifestyles. The 
initiative also highlighted 
the role of young people in 

supporting efforts to prevent 
drug abuse and promote 
safer communities.

The programme was at-
tended by Prof. Anuradha, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad; Ch. 
Srinivas, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Serilingam-
palli; Prof. Padmaja, Dean 
of Student Welfare; Prof. 
Naresh Annem, programme 
coordinator; and officers 
of the EAGLE Force, along 
with university representa-
tives.

During the visit, members 
of the riding contingent 
interacted with students 
and university community 
members, discussing the 
importance of social respon-
sibility and the role of youth 
in promoting harmony and 
awareness.

The rally’s stop at the 
university formed part of 
its journey to Ekta Nagar. 
The programme brought to-
gether participants from the 
rally, university officials and 
students around the themes 
of national integration and 
drug prevention.

UoH hosts rally contingent, 
students take anti-drug pledge

Hans News Service 

T
he Sri Sathya Sai 
Dakshata Program 
has announced a 

free 90-day Data Engineer-
ing course for unemployed 
graduates in Telangana, 
aimed at helping them 
develop industry-relevant 
skills and improve their 
employment prospects.

The programme is open 
to graduates who passed 
out between 2022 and 
2026 with degrees in MSc, 
B.Tech, M.Tech or MCA. 
Classes will be conducted 

offline near Khairatabad 
Metro Station in Hy-
derabad, with training led 
by faculty members with 
three decades of teaching 
experience.

The course covers basic 
and advanced Python, 
SQL, artificial intelli-
gence tools, soft skills and 
career counselling. The 
programme is designed to 
provide practical training 
in data engineering and 
help participants prepare 
for employment oppor-
tunities in the technology 
sector.

Successful candidates 
will also receive placement 
assistance after complet-
ing the course. According 
to the organisers, more 
than 100 students from a 
previous batch of over 350 
underprivileged gradu-
ates secured placements in 
companies.

The initiative seeks to 
address skill gaps among 
unemployed graduates and 
expand access to techni-
cal training, particularly 
for those facing financial 
barriers to professional 
education. 

Free data engineering course 
for unemployed graduates

Software engineers in the  
AI age: Skills beyond coding

Dr Charu Jain

F
or decades, learn-
ing to code has been 
considered a pathway 

to a career in the technology 
industry. Today, artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools can 
generate code, identify 
errors and explain program-
ming concepts in seconds. 
This has prompted a ques-
tion among students, parents 
and educators: as AI takes 
on more coding tasks, what 
skills will future software 
engineers need?

Educators argue that soft-
ware engineering is evolving 
rather than disappearing. 
While AI can automate parts 
of development, build-
ing reliable software still 
requires problem-solving, 
technical understanding, 
system design and the ability 
to evaluate the quality of a 
solution.

Beyond writing code
AI-assisted coding is 

changing how developers 
approach routine tasks. 
Instead of writing every line 
manually, engineers can use 
AI tools to generate initial 
code, suggest fixes and 
explore different approaches. 
This can reduce time spent 
on repetitive work and allow 
greater attention to complex 
problems.

However, generated code 
must be reviewed before it 
is used. Developers need to 
assess whether it is secure, 
efficient, maintainable and 
suitable for the intended 
application. They must also 
identify errors that may not 
be immediately visible.

The shift is comparable to 
the introduction of calcula-
tors in mathematics. Cal-
culators reduced the need 
for repetitive arithmetic but 
did not eliminate the need 
to understand mathematical 
concepts. Similarly, AI can 
assist with coding without 
replacing the engineering 
knowledge required to build 

dependable systems.
Viraj Sagar Das, Pro 

Chancellor at BBD Universi-
ty, emphasises that software 
engineering involves more 
than typing instructions into 
a computer. Developers must 
understand what needs to be 
built, how different compo-
nents interact and how sys-
tems should respond when 
something goes wrong.

Why fundamentals still 
matter

Prompting allows users to 
communicate instructions 
to AI systems, but effec-
tive prompts alone cannot 
replace a foundation in com-
puter science. Algorithms, 
data structures, databases, 
cybersecurity, computer 
networks and system design 
help developers understand 
the problems they are trying 
to solve.

Educators stress that 
students need to learn how 
to use AI as an assistant 
while retaining the ability to 
reason independently. With-
out technical fundamentals, 
a developer may struggle 
to recognise incorrect sug-
gestions or understand the 
consequences of a design 
decision.

AI literacy is therefore 

becoming an additional skill 
rather than a substitute for 
programming knowledge. 
Future professionals will 
need to know which tasks 
can be delegated to AI, how 
to verify its responses and 
when human judgement is 
essential.

Rethinking software 
education

The growing use of AI 
is also raising questions 
about how programming 
students should be assessed. 
If a tool can produce a 
complete assignment, the 
final submission alone may 
not reveal how well a student 
understands the underlying 
concepts.

Educators are consider-
ing assessment methods 
that focus on evaluating 
AI-generated code, finding 
vulnerabilities, debugging 
unfamiliar programs and ex-
plaining technical decisions. 
Designing complete systems 
and defending the reason-
ing behind a solution can 
provide a clearer picture of a 
student’s understanding.

At BBD University, AI 
components have been 
incorporated into curricula, 
alongside exercises in which 
students explain code and 

debug programmes they did 
not write themselves. Such 
approaches aim to assess 
understanding and problem-
solving rather than code 
production alone.

What lies ahead for India’s 
technology workforce?

For India, which has a 
large software and IT servic-
es sector, these changes have 
implications for engineering 
education and recruitment. 
Employers may increasingly 
look for graduates who can 
combine programming 
knowledge with AI-assisted 
development, critical think-
ing and responsibility for the 
systems they build.

The pace and impact of 
change will vary across roles 
and organisations. AI may 
reduce the time needed for 
some tasks while creating 

new requirements in areas 
such as verification, integra-
tion, security and system 
oversight.

The software engineer of 
the future may write fewer 
lines of code manually but 
will still need to understand 
how that code works and 
whether it solves the right 
problem.

The central challenge for 
universities is not simply 
to teach students how to 
prompt AI tools. It is to pre-
pare them to use those tools 
thoughtfully, question their 
outputs and take respon-
sibility for the final result. 
In an AI-assisted industry, 
engineering knowledge 
remains essential to turning 
generated code into reliable 
software.

(The author is Executive 
Director at COER University)

 As AI takes on routine programming tasks, software engineers will need to focus on solving complex problems, 
designing reliable systems and ensuring that AI-generated code meets real-world requirements
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CROSSWORD

DOWN

1 960 grains make two ___ (6)

2 Rubbed out (6)

3 Beams of sunlight (4)

4 Foul-smelling, poisonous oil (7)

5 Obscure (5)

6 Cartographer’s book (5)

8 Respite (4)

9 Last letter of the alphabet (US) (3)

12 Owns (3)

13 Repasts (5)

15 Make a speech (5)

18 Dominant (2,3)

19 Sixteen for Caesar (3)

20 Three-toed sloths (3)

21 Loss of memory (7)

22 Oaf, lout (3)

23 Safe harbours (6)

24  Once ___ a time : at some vague time 

in the past ? (4)

25  Caused a boat to turn over  

or fall down (6)

26 “Fiddlesticks!” (5)

27 Strength (5)

28	 The	finished	edge	of	fabric	(3)
30 Bollywood’s greatest Mohd. ___ (4)

ACROSS

SUDOKU

1 Phrase of distress (2,4)

7 Close by (8)

8 Unwilling to work (4)

10 Brings about (6)

11 Capital of Nagaland (6)

14 Sheltered side (3)

16 Titled ladies (5)

17 Auctioneer’s cry (4)

19 They are used to 

photograph bones ? (1-4)

21 Be of use (5)

22 Leaves out (5)

23 Dry outer part of seed (4)

26	Visit	briefly	(3,2)
28 Comforter or quilt (3)

29 Oral (6)

30 Withdraw (6)

31 Prayer ending (4)

32 Pre-dinner drink (8)

33 Flowed out (6) Solution to October 22
Solution to October 22

Asra Ghouse

F
or Hyderabad author 
Zeenath Khan, who 
published her debut 

novel at the age of 52, the 
path to publication was an 
exacting journey that began 
in 2017. Now shortlisted for 
the ‘Mumbai LitFest’ in the 
‘Best First Book: Fiction’ 
category for her novel, ‘The 
Sirens of September,’ Khan 
recalls discarding four or 
five drafts including trash-
ing a manuscript of about 
1,20,000 words while bring-
ing the book to life.

“It was definitely a wel-
come surprise for me,” says 
Khan, smiling at the recog-
nition. She’s also the second 
Hyderabadi woman to be 
shortlisted for the category 
in the past six years.

For someone who faced 
criticism for her commit-
ment to writing about a 
subject, such as Hyderabad’s 
history, Khan endured more 
than her share of judgement.

“Women are always told, 
‘You can’t do this, you can’t 
do that.’ You know how 
much I was discouraged 
from writing the book? They 
were like, ‘Oh, who will be 
interested? This Hyderabad 
topic is so boring.’ But I 

think it’s very important 
for women to pursue their 
passions, whatever they are,” 
she reflects.

“My daughter, she 
cheered me on a lot,” recalls 
Khan. “She encouraged me 
to not give up and keep at 
it.” And the rest is history.

Set against the 1948 
annexation of Hyderabad 
State (Operation Polo), 
the historical fiction novel 
brings to life a chapter of 
Hyderabad’s history with 
lush, vivid prose and impec-
cable dialogue; it almost 
feels like tasting something 
exquisite.

“As a Hyderabadi, I 
believed I could lend au-
thenticity,” notes the author. 
“There’s a certain under-
standing of the customs 
and the place that someone 
being from outside could 

not do.”
Through research across 

the United Kingdom and 
India, Khan honed her 
craft and narrative voice. 
“You have to persevere and 
believe in your story. And 
you have to be a bit humble 
also, because everybody 
thinks that their story is 
the best. But you have to be 
open to feedback, to criti-
cism,” she says. “I wrote to 
maybe ten or twelve agents 
in the UK; didn’t hear back. 
Then Kanishka Gupta took 
it on in 2023. From there, 
after two or three revi-
sions, it was handed over 
to the publisher and came 
out in 2025. My editor at 
Penguin Random House 
(India) was brilliant. She 
made suggestions without 
forcing me to do anything 
that went against my book,” 

shares Khan, on the slow 
burn process of traditional 
publishing.

Reflecting on the short-
list, she’s humble. “It’s a 
very subjective thing who 
wins because the genres of 
all three shortlisted titles 
are different. I’m just very 
excited and nervous.”

But why this subject? “I 
wanted to create nostalgia 
for a time and place we 

cannot visit. I feel that if 
you write it as fiction and 
people get involved with the 
characters and their emo-
tions, it leaves an impact,” 
she shares.

“I think more people 
should write about the 
events of the South,” says the 
author, who is hopeful that 
this shortlist will shift pub-
lishers’ appetite for stories 
from the region.

Zeenath Khan takes Hyderabad’s 
history to Mumbai LitFest shortlist

At 52, Hyderabad author  
Zeenath Khan turned years of 

persistence into her debut novel, ‘The 
Sirens of September’. Now shortlisted 

for the Mumbai LitFest, her journey is a 
testament to perseverance

Zeenath Khan

A 
small change in the 
breast, an unusual 
discharge or a slight 

change in skin texture 
may seem harmless, but 
sometimes these are early 
warning signs of breast 
cancer. During Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
healthcare experts are urg-
ing women to pay closer 
attention to their breast 
health, recognise unusual 
changes and seek medical 
advice without delay.

Breast cancer remains 
one of the most common 
cancers affecting women 
in India. While medical 
advancements have sig-
nificantly improved treat-
ment outcomes, delayed 
diagnosis continues to be 
a major concern. Many 
women ignore early symp-
toms because there is no 
pain, while others hesitate 
to consult a doctor due to 
fear, social stigma or lack of 
awareness.

According to the Interna-
tional Agency for Research 
on Cancer’s GLOBOCAN 
2022 estimates, India 
recorded approximately 
1.92 lakh new breast cancer 
cases and 98,337 deaths, 
with breast cancer account-
ing for 26.6% of all newly 
diagnosed cancers among 
women. 

The concern is equally 
relevant in Telangana. 
According to the Telan-
gana government’s Cancer 
Portal, approximately 
30.35 lakh women’s cancer 
screenings were conducted 
between March 2023 and 
March 2026. The state re-
ports an overall cancer in-
cidence rate of 125 per lakh 
population, highlighting 
the importance of strength-
ening cancer awareness and 
early detection efforts. 

Dr. Santosh Kumar 
Chellapuram, Consultant 
Medical Oncology and 
Hematology-Oncology at 
STAR Hospitals, Hy-
derabad, said, “One of the 
biggest misconceptions 
about breast cancer is that 
it always begins with a 
painful lump. In reality, 

early breast cancer may not 
cause pain or any obvious 
discomfort. Women should 
never ignore changes in 
breast shape, skin texture 
or unusual nipple dis-
charge. When detected 
early, breast cancer is often 
highly treatable, and timely 
medical attention can make 
a significant difference to 
survival and quality of life.”

Doctors advise women 
to watch for warning signs 
such as a new lump in 
the breast or underarm, 
changes in breast size 
or shape, skin dimpling, 
nipple inversion, unusual 
discharge, persistent swell-
ing or redness. Although 
these symptoms do not 
necessarily indicate cancer, 
they should be evaluated by 
a healthcare professional.

Age, family history, 
inherited genetic changes, 
obesity after menopause, 
alcohol consumption and 
certain hormonal factors 
can increase breast cancer 
risk. However, women 
without a family his-
tory can also develop the 
disease.

Regular physical activ-
ity, maintaining a healthy 
weight, limiting alcohol 
and avoiding tobacco can 
contribute to better overall 
health and may help reduce 
cancer risk. Women should 
become familiar with the 
normal appearance and 
feel of their breasts and 
discuss appropriate clinical 
examinations and mam-
mography screening with 
their doctors based on age 
and individual risk.

Dr. Chellapuram further 
emphasised, “Fear should 
never become a reason 
for delaying diagnosis. 
A breast lump does not 
automatically mean cancer, 
but ignoring it can be 
dangerous. Our message 
to women is simple: know 
your body, recognise 
unusual changes and seek 
medical advice early. Breast 
cancer awareness should 
not be limited to October; it 
must become a year-round 
priority.”

With increasing 
awareness, improved 
diagnostic facilities 
and advances in cancer 
treatment, breast cancer 
is no longer a diagnosis 
without hope. This Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
the message is clear: early 
detection can save lives, and 
a timely consultation could 
make all the difference.

Breast cancer doesn’t 
always start with a lump

Breast cancer may 
not always begin with 
a noticeable lump, 
making awareness of 
subtle changes crucial 
for early detection. 
Recognising warning 
signs, undergoing 
timely screening and 
seeking medical advice 
can play a vital role in 
improving treatment 
outcomes

Mommy-to-be Kiara Advani flaunts her new look 
in a baggy shirt to keep baby bump out of sight

M
ommy-to-be Kiara 
Advani seems to be 
living her best phase. 

The actor was seen embracing a 
fresh look. 

The actress, who is expecting 
her second child with husband 
Sidharth Malhotra, recently 
flaunted her new hairstyle in a 
mirror selfie, sporting a baggy 
and loose brown shirt paired 
with grey trousers.

Kiara took to her social media 
account to share a glimpse of her 
new look, and wrote, “Something 
about a haircut just makes you 
feel lighter.”

The actress looked effortlessly 
stylish in the brown button-down 
shirt, which she paired with com-
fortable grey trousers and was 
seen posing for the mirror selfie.

The actress seemed to have 
deliberately chosen a loose and 
baggy outfit to avoid her baby 
bump being seen.

For the uninitiated, the actress 
and husband Sidharth Malhotra 

announced that they are set to 
embrace parenthood once again.

On October 7, Kiara and 
Sidharth announced their second 
pregnancy through an adorable 
social media post.

The couple shared a picture 
of their daughter, Saraayah 
Malhotra, holding a pair of ivory 
knitted baby booties, hinting 
at the newest addition to their 
family.

“Blessed once again with the 
greatest gift of all… Our hearts 
are so full of love and gratitude,” 
read the caption.

Talking about Kiara and 
Sidharth’s love story, they fell in 
love while working together on 
their film Shershaah, which was 
released in 2021.

After dating for some time, the 
couple tied the knot in February 
2023 in a traditional wedding 
ceremony in Rajasthan.

The actors welcomed their first 
child, daughter Saraayah, in June 
2025.  (IANS)



V-Rich logs rise  
in subscriptions 

V-Rich expanded its 
buffalo milk sub-

scription service across 
West and East Hy-
derabad, offering farm-
controlled, pasteurised, 
un-homogenised milk 
with 6% and 3% fat vari-
ants. Deliveries are avail-
able through its mobile 
app, with no preserva-
tives or artificial stabi-
lisers. YogithaJahnavi, 
Founder & CEO, V-Rich, 
said: “We are closely in-
volved with how our milk 
is produced. From what 
our animals are fed to 
how our farms are man-
aged, we believe quality 
begins at the source.”

100 years of Pioneer

Pioneer, a flagship seed 
brand of CortevaA-

griscience, marked 100 
years of agricultural in-
novation, highlighting 
over 54 years in India 
and operations across 70 
countries. Robert Kaan, 
Head-APAC, Vylor by 
Pioneer, said: “A hundred 
years ago, one farmer, 
one seed, and one bold 
idea changed what was 
possible for farmers and 
agriculture. That spirit 
continues to guide us 
today. As we look to the 
next century, our focus 
remains sharply on ad-
vancing seed innovation 
to meet the evolving 
challenges faced by our 
farmers.”

Krystal Integrated 
acquires Citelum

Krystal Integrated 
Services has ac-

quired 100 per cent of 
Citelum India from 
France’s EDF Group, en-
tering city lighting and 
urban infrastructure. 
It plans to invest Rs100 
crore, target Rs300–350 
crore annual revenue 
within 3–4 years and 
expand across 30–40 cit-
ies. Sanjay Dighe, CEO, 
Krystal Integrated, said: 
“Urban infrastructure in 
India is witnessing grow-
ing investment driven by 
urbanization, increasing 
focus on energy efficien-
cy and public infrastruc-
ture development.” 

50 Mercedes  
cars delivered 

Mahavir Motors, part 
of Mahavir Group, 

delivered 50 Mercedes-
Benz cars to custom-
ers during its Dussehra 
Dream Days event at its 
Kondapur showroom 
in Hyderabad. Coincid-
ing with Dussehra, the 
event celebrated festive 
aspirations, new begin-
nings and luxury car 
ownership. The initiative 
highlighted Mercedes-
Benz’s appeal through its 
design, technology and 
comfort, while reflect-
ing customer trust in the 
brand and Mahavir Mo-
tors’ focus on delivering 
memorable ownership 
experiences during the 
festive season.

Indriya unveils 
‘Festival of Love’

Indriya, Aditya Birla 
Jewellery, launched its 

Diwali campaign, ‘Fes-
tival of Love’, featuring 
Aditi Rao Hydari and 
Siddharth. It also un-
veiled Padmika, a festive 
collection of 22-karat 
gold jewellery featuring 
traditional motifs, God-
dess Lakshmi designs and 
revived GulabiMeenakari 
pink enamel craftsman-
ship. Sandeep Kohli, 
CEO, Indriya, said: “The 
festive season remains 
one of the most impor-
tant periods for the jewel-
lery industry, shaped by 
the enduring traditions 
of celebration, gifting and 
auspicious purchases.”
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“Indian companies will need to adopt a more strategic 

approach to the European market. This includes identifying 

products where tariff advantages are significant, building 
relationships with European buyers, upgrading product 
quality, and integrating into European supply chains,” 

 -Anant Swarup, Secretary General, FICCI
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BULLS BUCKLE UNDER CRUDE SURGE

Dalal Street reels under oil, inflation fears
Brent crosses $112 amid escalating West Asia tensions and weak global cues

Mumbai

BENCHMARK stock indices 
Sensex and Nifty extended 
their slide to a third straight 
session on Thursday, as surg-
ing crude oil prices amid 
escalating tensions in West 
Asia dampened investor sen-
timent.

A broad-based selloff, es-
pecially across FMCG, pow-
er and IT stocks, and weak 
global cues also kept domes-
tic equities under pressure. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
declined 460.30 points, or 
0.62 per cent, to close at 
73,249.39. During the day, 
the benchmark tumbled 
704.58 points, or 0.95 per 
cent, to hit an intraday low of 
73,005.11. 

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
dropped 123.70 points, or 
0.54 per cent, to settle at 
22,687.65. In the intraday 
session, the index plunged 
256.5 points, or 1.12 per cent, 
to a low of 22,554.85. Among 
the Sensex constituents, Re-
liance Industries, Eternal, 
HDFC Bank, PowerGrid, 
Trent, Asian Paints, Infosys, 

ITC, Bharat Electronics Ltd, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata 
Consultancy Services and 
Larsen & Toubro were the 
major laggards. 

Bajaj Finance, UltraTech 
Cement, ICICI Bank, Sun 
Pharmaceuticals, State Bank 
of India, Bharti Airtel, Adani 
Ports, Tata Steel, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, HCL Technolo-
gies and Bajaj Finserv were 
among the gainers. "Inflation 
concerns took centre stage 
today as renewed escala-
tion in West Asia sent crude 
prices sharply higher. The ru-
pee reversed its recent trend, 
weakening steadily through 
the session, which weighed 
on investor sentiment. Al-

though the benchmark indi-
ces attempted a recovery led 
by banking stocks, the move 
failed to sustain at higher lev-
els," said Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd. With domestic 
bond yields climbing back 
to recent highs, equity valu-
ation premiums came under 
renewed scrutiny and selling 
broadened across almost all 
sectors, he added. 

"Consequently, tracking 
negative global cues ahead of 
Japan’s inflation data, Indian 
equities ended lower after a 
volatile session, with mid- 
and small-cap segments un-
derperforming large caps," 
Nair said.

OIL SHOCK 
KNOCKS RUPEE 
DOWN 44 PAISE
MUMBAI: The rupee slumped 
44 paise to close at 94.82 
(provisional) against the US 
dollar on Thursday, weighed 
down by a negative trend in 
the domestic equity markets 
and surging crude oil prices.  
According to forex analysts, 
the rupee began trading on 
a flat-to-lower trajectory due 
to sluggish domestic equities 
and surging crude oil prices.  
Escalation of attacks by 
Yemeni Houthis on Saudi 
Arabia’s energy infrastruc-
ture deteriorated global 
market sentiment, they said, 
adding that softening of the 
dollar index and a decline 
in US Treasury yields cush-
ioned the downside.  At the 
interbank foreign exchange 
market, the rupee opened 
at 94.47 against the dollar, 
then lost ground to touch an 
intra-day low of 94.94 and 
finally settled for the day at 
94.82 (provisional), register-
ing a decline of 44 paise 
over its previous close.

BULLION RALLY 
FALTERS AS GOLD, 

SILVER RETREAT
NEW DELHI: Gold 
prices fell by Rs 1,000 
to Rs 1.48 lakh per 10 
grams in the national 
capital on Thursday, 
while silver tumbled 
Rs 5,900 to a 10-month 
low of Rs 2.07 lakh per 
kilogram amid weak 
trends in the interna-
tional markets. The 
yellow metal of 99.9 
per cent purity closed 
at Rs 1.49 lakh per 10 
grams on Wednesday.  
Silver also plunged Rs 
5,900 to Rs 2,07,500 per 
kilogram, inclusive of all 
taxes, from the previous 
close of Rs 2,13,400 
per kg, according to 
the All India Sarafa 
Association. The white 
metal previously traded 
around these levels at 
Rs 2,07,600 per kg on 
December 18, 2025.

Govt, LIC to stay invested 
in IDBI Bank but 

surrender board seats
TO EXIT PROMOTER ROLES AND 

REMAIN PUBLIC SHAREHOLDERS
New Delhi

THE government and Life 
Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) intend to remain 
public shareholders in IDBI 
Bank after the proposed 
strategic sale to Canada's 
Fairfax Financial Holdings, 
with their individual stakes 
capped at 15 per cent and no 
representation on the bank's 
board, DIPAM Secretary 
Arunish Chawla said.

“Both the Government of 
India and LIC want to be-
come public shareholders. To 
become public shareholders, 
you cannot hold more than 
15 per cent equity. You also 
cannot sit on the board,” he 
said.

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India has di-
rected LIC to reduce its post-
dilution stake from 19 per 
cent to 15 per cent, increas-
ing the bank's public float by 
four percentage points.

Last week, the government 
approved the sale of a com-
bined 60.72 per cent stake 
in IDBI Bank to Fairfax for 
about Rs 53,000 crore ($5.5 
billion), marking a major 
step in India's long-delayed 
banking privatisation drive.

Fairfax will acquire the 
government's 30.48 per cent 
stake, valued at about Rs 
26,620 crore, and LIC's 30.24 
per cent holding, valued at 
around Rs 26,440 crore.

The Canadian billionaire 
Prem Watsa-led company 

will pay Rs 81 per share, 
above the benchmark fair 
value of Rs 75.99 determined 
by two independent valua-
tion agencies.

Following the strategic 
restructuring, responsibility 
for running the bank and in-
fusing capital when required 
will rest with Fairfax, Chawla 
said.

The transaction is expect-
ed to be completed by the 
end of the current financial 
year, subject to regulatory 
clearances from the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI). Fair-
fax will submit the required 
technical papers and cre-
dentials to the RBI. Once ap-
proval is secured, the share 
purchase agreement will be 
signed.

The strategic buyer will 
also be required to make 
an open offer to minority 
shareholders, giving them an 
opportunity to tender their 
shares under applicable regu-
lations.

The sale process began in 
2022 and suffered a setback 
earlier this year when initial 
bids fell below the govern-
ment's reserve price. The 
transaction is expected to be 
one of India's largest foreign 
investments in the banking 
sector.

GST rolls out faster reforms from November 1
New Delhi

SIMPLIFIED GST registra-
tion for small sellers on e-
commerce platforms, faster 
refunds, unified registration 
documentation and a mini-
mum threshold for issuing 
tax notices are among the 
Goods and Services Tax pro-
cess reforms likely to take ef-
fect from November 1.

The 57th GST Council 
meeting held on October 8 
approved several reforms 
covering registration, re-
turns, refunds and adjudi-
cation. Changes that can be 
implemented administra-
tively will be rolled out in 
phases from November 1, 
2026, while those requiring 

amendments to the GST law 
will take effect from April 1, 
2027.

Notifications and circulars 
relating to the process re-
forms have been approved by 
the legal department and are 
likely to be issued on Friday, 
an official said.
SIMPLIFIED 

E-COMMERCE 

REGISTRATION

Small sellers supplying 
goods through e-commerce 
platforms across multiple 
states and Union Territories, 
where they have no physi-
cal presence, can declare the 
platform's warehouse in that 
state as their Principal Place 
of Business, subject to pre-
scribed conditions, includ-

ing monthly input tax credit 
passed on of up to Rs 2.5 
lakh.

Sellers must have a genu-
ine presence in one state, 
where physical verification 
and Aadhaar authentication 
will be completed. Registra-
tions in other states can be 

obtained with the e-com-
merce platform's consent, 
without further tax officer 
involvement.

The move could benefit 
around 9.5 lakh small sellers 
by enabling access to national 
markets without establishing 
physical offices in every state.

STREAMLINED 

REGISTRATION

A comprehensive circu-
lar will specify documents 
and information required 
for GST registration. The 
GST REG-01 form will in-
clude prescribed document 
options, while the portal 
will offer clearer navigation, 
drop-down lists and tooltips 
to reduce errors, queries and 
rejections.
FASTER REFUNDS

Excess balances in electron-
ic cash ledgers will be refunded 
automatically without officer 
intervention. The deadline for 
issuing acknowledgements or 
deficiency memos will be re-
duced from 15 days to 10 days.

For zero-rated supplies and 

inverted duty structure claims, 
90 per cent of the refund 
amount will be provisionally 
sanctioned automatically, sub-
ject to system-based risk as-
sessment.
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

A minimum threshold of Rs 
10,000 will be prescribed for 
issuing show-cause notices to 
reduce compliance burdens 
and litigation.

Effective date: November 
1, 2026, for administrative 
changes. Law amendments: 
Reforms requiring legislative 
changes from April 1, 2027. 
Beneficiaries: Around 9.5 
lakh small e-commerce sell-
ers. Refunds: 90% provisional 
refunds for eligible zero-rated 
and inverted-duty claims.

ICICI Life launches 
new retirement plan 

Hans Business  
Hyderabad

ICICI Prudential Life Insur-
ance Limited has expanded 
its retirement solutions port-
folio with the launch of ICI-
CI Life Guaranteed Indexed 
Pension, an annuity product 
designed to combine guaran-
teed income with inflation-
protected market returns.

The new retirement plan 
blends a Guaranteed Annu-
ity with a Variable Annuity 
component, allowing policy-
holders to balance financial 
stability with growth.

The plans feature Flexible 
Market Linkage where Cus-
tomers can allocate between 
60% and 100% of their in-
vestment to a guaranteed 
annuity. The remaining por-
tion is linked to the NIFTY 
50 Total Return Index (TRI), 
offering upside potential to 
help protect retirement funds 
against inflation.

Vikas Gupta, Chief Prod-
uct Officer, ICICI Life Insur-
ance, said: “With ICICI Life 
Guaranteed Indexed Pen-
sion, customers can choose 
the level of guaranteed in-
come they are comfortable 
with along with the oppor-
tunity to benefit from mar-
ket performance. This flex-
ibility enables them to make 
informed choices and plan 
their retirement years with 
greater confidence and finan-
cial security. The product of-
fers single-life and joint-life 
options with return of pur-
chase price. Upon unfortu-
nate demise of the annuitant 
or the last surviving annui-
tant, death benefit equal to 
total premiums paid would 
be returned to the nominee.”

AI unlikely to cause mass job losses, 
reskilling will create opportunities: AI pioneer

New Delhi

AI pioneer Andrew Ng said 
that artificial intelligence is 
unlikely to trigger a mass loss 
of jobs but will instead create 
new opportunities if workers 
reskill. 

He urged students and 
professionals to focus on ac-
quiring new skills rather than 
fearing being replaced by 
machines, Andrew Ng said.

Andrew called for edu-
cation and training pro-
grammes to anticipate the 
manner in which work 
would evolve, rather than 

focus exclusively on the skills 
currently in demand.

The expert said that cur-
rent AI systems are not yet 
capable of eliminating the 
vast majority of jobs and that 
the technology often makes 
workers more productive, al-

lowing businesses to expand 
and hire more people. “There 
will be hope and it’s not near-
ly as bad as the hype says it 
will,” he said.

Many businesses have 
hyped up the AI job apoca-
lypse to make themselves 
look larger than their true 
potential or to gain PR at-
tention, adding that recent 
data suggested AI was creat-
ing more jobs than it was de-
stroying.

Andrew cited software en-
gineering as an example of 
how AI can reshape, and not 
cut employment. "Certainly, 

in the United States, the 
number of software engineer 
job postings is up because 
when we make software en-
gineers much more produc-
tive, we want to hire a lot 
more of them," he noted.

He predicted a similar pat-
tern to follow in other sec-
tors as AI tools become more 
widely adopted.

"We're readying them not 
for the jobs of 2026 or even, 
heaven forbid, the jobs of 
2024, but for the jobs of 2028 
and beyond. So that's the 
challenge ahead of us," he 
said.

Day 2: Jio IPO draws 
blockbuster response
`30,213-crore issue subscribed 5.6 times 

as institutional demand surges
MUMBAI

JIO Platforms’ IPO main-
tained its momentum in 
attracting investors across 
all categories on Day 2 of 
its IPO. The oversubscrip-
tion raised to 5.6 times the 
shares on offer, as each and 
every sub-category got over-
flooded with applications. 
 The public offer had wit-
nessed an extraordinary de-
mand in anchor book, with 
applications received in ex-
cess of Rs 2.5 lakh crore for 
shares worth Rs 8,110 crore.

The demand for the re-
maining 19.75 crore shares 
reached 110 crore as day 2 
of bidding drew to a close. 
This meant the total demand 

stood at Rs 1.23 lakh crore.
The QIB section reached 

oversubscription level of 13.3 
times, with bids of Rs 72,898 
crore. The NII section was 
5.97x oversubscribed with 
bids of Rs 24,330 crore.

The Retail investors’ quota 
was 1.54 times oversub-
scribed with aggregate bids 
of Rs 14,652 crore. Reserved 
portion for the employees 
also witness demand double 
that of available shares. 

The section witnessed bids 
of Rs 1,103 crore, against an 
availability of Rs 500 crore. 
Existing RIL shareholders 
bidding in the IPO too ap-
plied for 4x the available 
shares with total bids cross-
ing Rs 10,107 crore.

Rubio concludes India visit, says advanced 

economic and energy security cooperation
NEW DELHI: US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio on 
Thursday said that continuing 
to build economic partnership 
and energy security coopera-
tion makes both India and the 
US stronger as he wrapped 
up his three-day visit, which 
took him to the country's 
financial capital Mumbai and 
a key refinery site in Gujarat's 
Jamnagar.
In Mumbai, Rubio also held 
bilateral talks with External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
on Tuesday.  "Just departed 
India having advanced our 
economic and strategic priori-
ties in the region. Continuing 
to build our economic part-
nership and energy security 
cooperation makes both our 
nations stronger," Rubio 

posted on X.
He also shared a photo of him 
and US envoy Sergio Gor, with 
the iconic Gateway of India in 
Mumbai in the background.
The Secretary of State had 
landed in Mumbai on October 
20 to advance bilateral ties in 
energy, trade and investment, 
defence, and critical technolo-
gies, and exchange views on 
the West Asia crisis.
The US Mission in India, in a 
statement on Thursday, said 
that Secretary Rubio visited 
Mumbai and Jamnagar from 
October 20-22 to "advance 
the US-India strategic partner-
ship, strengthen commercial 
and investment ties, and 
reaffirm the United States' 
commitment to a prosperous 
and secure Indo-Pacific".

Govt mulls emergency 
braking systems for new cars

New Delhi

THE Road Ministry has pro-
posed mandating Advanced 
Emergency Braking Systems 
(AEBS) for all new car mod-
els starting October 2030 to 
curb road accidents.

The Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 
(MoRTH), in a draft notifica-
tion dated October 19, 2026, 
said that for pre-2030 still-
in-production models, AEBS 
would be mandatory from 
October 2032.

AEBS provides automatic 
braking in the event of fail-
ure of the driver to respond 
to emergency situations to 
either avoid a crash or reduce 
the impact of a collision.

“Provided that, M1 cat-

egory of vehicles manufac-
tured on and after 1st Octo-
ber 2030 in the case of new 
models and 1st October 
2032 in the case of all models 
shall be fitted with Advanced 
Emergency Braking System, 
conforming to AIS-185, as 
amended from time to time,” 
the draft notification said.

The government has man-
dated multiple measures, 
especially focused on brak-
ing systems, to enhance the 

safety of medium and heavy-
duty vehicles.

To enhance brake perfor-
mance, a revised braking 
standard has been mandated 
for trucks effective October 
1, 2027.

Braking systems have been 
advanced with the man-
datory implementation of 
electronic stability control 
systems (AIS 162) for trucks 
from October 1, 2027, which 
provide stability, especially 
in the event of braking at 
curves. The draft rules will 
be taken into consideration 
after the expiry of thirty days 
from the date on which the 
copies of this notification, as 
published in the Gazette of 
India, are made available to 
the public.
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When you get a new role, I take it as a challenge. When this news came (appointed 
vice-captain), I felt good that I could help the other players as much as possible for the 
team. So, when I got this role, I was very happy. My mindset is to win as many matches 
as possible for the team, whether as a player or as vice-captain. In this role, I can help 

Smriti as much as possible.
   -Deepti Sharma, Indian women cricketer

NEW DELHI: All India Stu-
dents’ Association (AISA) 
president Neha Bora on Thurs-
day moved the Delhi High 
Court challenging a police 
notice directing her to execute 
a bond for maintaining peace 
before a special executive mag-
istrate. Her counsel argued that 
citizens do not need permis-
sion to hoist the national flag.

The argument was made in 
response to a police notice al-
leging that Bora had hoisted 
the national flag without prior 
permission.

“Question is, does this (no-
tice) have substance? We don’t 
need permission to hoist the 
national flag. They need a class 
on law,” senior advocate Gopal 
Sankaranarayanan, appearing 
for Bora, told Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad.

Additional Solicitor General 
Chetan Sharma, representing 
the Delhi Police, questioned 
the maintainability of Bora’s 

petition.
Bora, who has been actively 

involved in protests over al-
leged irregularities in the Elec-
tion Commission’s Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls, has sought the 
quashing of the notice and a 
direction restraining the police 
from taking coercive action 
against her.

Issued on October 17 under 
Section 126 of the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS), the notice directed 
Bora to appear before the spe-
cial executive magistrate on 
October 19 and explain why 
she should not furnish a per-

sonal bond of Rs 10,000, along 
with one surety, to maintain 
peace during the period of en-
quiry.

Section 126 empowers a spe-
cial executive magistrate to re-
quire a person to execute such 
a bond when there is credible 
information that the person 
may breach the peace, disturb 
public tranquillity or commit 
an act likely to cause such a dis-
turbance.

Bora was taken into preven-
tive detention on October 16 
while on her way to join the 
Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP) 
‘Lehra Do Tiranga’ march. She 
was released the following day.

Don’t need permission to
hoist national flag: Bora

Jaipur

FORMER Rajasthan chief 
minister Ashok Gehlot on 
Thursday attacked the BJP 
government over the Raihan 
Vadra art show row, calling it 
a direct “attack” on democracy 
and clear example of “censor-
ship”. Artist and photogra-
pher Raihan Vadra, the son of 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and 
Robert Vadra, on Wednesday 
said the Bikaner House admin-
istration in the national capital 
pulled down many of his pic-
tures of the recent Delhi pro-
tests ahead of a solo exhibition.

Targeting the BJP govern-
ment, Gehlot demanded an 
explanation for the removal 
of the photographs. “Bikaner 
House is a property of the 
Rajasthan government. This 
means a young artist’s creativ-
ity was stifled under the BJP 
government’s watch, which is 
highly condemnable,” Gehlot 

said in a statement. The Con-
gress leader alleged that the 
BJP government was attempt-
ing to suppress images that re-
flected public dissent. He also 
praised Vadra for refusing to 
remove two photographs fea-
turing the national flag, saying 
his stand demonstrated that 
there could be no compromise 
on respect for the tricolour.

“Suppressing the voice of 
artists is a direct attack on 
democracy. This is a clear ex-
ample of censorship,” Gehlot 
said, demanding that the BJP 
government explain why the 
photographs were removed.

On Wednesday, Raihan said 
he was told at 3.30 pm that if 
the images are not taken down 

by 5 pm, the show will be can-
celled. He said he had shared 
the detailed proposal and lay-
out of the show well in advance 
with the Bikaner House man-
agement. Bikaner House went 
ahead and took down some of 
the pictures.

“They told us at 3.30 pm to-
day if the images are not taken 
down by 5 pm, the show will 
be cancelled. They said it is not 
the right time for such photos 
to be shown,” Raihan had told 
PTI. He said none of the im-
ages “gave out any political 
message and only documented 
the protests over the last six 
months”. A Bikaner House offi-
cial said “they were not author-
ised to comment”. (PTI)

Raihan Vadra art show row

‘Suppressing voice of artists
is direct ‘attack’ on democracy’

KANPUR (UP): A 37-year-
old man was allegedly 
pinned to the roof of a car 
with his hands trapped in its 
rear window panes and driv-
en for around 1.5 km before 
being thrown onto the road 
and run over by the same ve-
hicle in Kanpur, police said 
on Thursday.

Commissioner of Police 
Raghubir Lal told PTI that 
two of the three accused 
named in the murder case 
have been arrested. The vic-
tim, Biru Singh Badauria, 
a salesperson with a food 
products company, was re-
turning home after visiting a 
Dussehra fair when the inci-
dent took place in the Hanu-
mant Vihar area on Tuesday 
night.

According to a complaint 
filed by his father, Ram 
Shankar Singh, the accused 
intercepted Badauria and as-
saulted him. When he tried 
to flee, they allegedly hit him 
with their car, pinned him 
to its roof with his hands 
trapped in the rear window 
panes and drove at high 
speed for around 1.5 km.

They then allegedly threw 

him onto the road and ran 
over him with the vehicle. 
Badauria was initially taken 
to a private hospital and 
later shifted to Lala Lajpat 
Rai (LLR) Hospital, where 
he died during treatment on 
Wednesday.

The family alleged that the 
attack stemmed from an ear-
lier dispute between Badau-
ria and two of the accused, 
Rajveer and Mewa Yadav, 
residents of Khadepur’s Nai 
Basti.

The victim’s brother ini-
tially lodged a complaint 
describing the incident as 
a road accident, following 
which a case was registered. 
The victim’s father later filed 
a separate complaint alleging 
murder and naming Rajveer, 
Mewa Yadav and Pintu, ac-
cording to Lal.

The police are examining 
CCTV footage and have re-
covered the vehicle involved 
in the incident, he said. Ra-
jveer and Pintu have been 
arrested, while efforts are 
underway to trace the third 
accused, Lal said, adding 
that further action would be 
taken based on the evidence.

Kanpur horror

Man run-over after being
pinned to car roof; 2 held

Srinagar

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti 
on Thursday criticised the 
Centre over an eviction no-
tice to a century-old mosque 
near the prime minister’s res-
idence, and accused the gov-
ernment of having a “blatant 
disregard” for the religious 
sentiments of the country’s 

Muslim community. Author-
ities have served an eviction 
notice to the Race Course 
Mosque, which is located in 
close proximity to the prime 
minister’s residence in the 
national capital, and discon-
nected its water and electric-
ity supply.

“Visiting mosques in Mus-
lim countries, praising their 

grandeur and projecting re-
spect for Islamic sentiments 
and heritage. Yet at home, a 
120 year old heritage mosque 
near the Prime Minister’s 
residence faces an eviction 
notice threatening its very 
existence. This glaring con-
tradiction between admira-
tion for mosques abroad and 
blatant disregard for the re-

ligious sentiments of India’s 
own Muslim community is 
mind boggling, to say the 
least,” Mehbooba said in a 
post on X.

According to officials, 
the mosque management 
received an eviction notice 
around October 19 and was 
given six days to vacate the 
premises.

Eviction notice to mosque near PM’s residence: Mehbooba slams Centre

Christchurch

INDIA carried their rich 
run-scoring vein from the 
West Indies series into New 
Zealand, as Sanju Samson’s 
33-ball 67 and Naman Dhir’s 
late assault of an unbeaten 
42 off just 15 balls powered 
them to hunt down 226, their 
highest-ever chase in T20Is, 
and beat New Zealand by 
four wickets in front of a sell-
out crowd at the Hagley Oval 
on Thursday.

Earlier, on a fresh pitch, 
Glenn Phillips smashed a 
40-ball 82 not out and lifted 
New Zealand to an impos-
ing 225/4. But the superlative 
efforts of Samson and Dhir, 
along with dew coming into 
the picture, ensured India 
completed the chase with 
two balls to spare in a run-
fest that produced 455 runs 
in front of a sell-out crowd.

While India rejoiced over 
acing a record chase, New 
Zealand, despite their mo-
ments in the field, will rue 
their inability to stitch tight 
overs and being erratic in 
fielding. Being wayward in 
the powerplay, and conced-
ing 17 extras left them play-
ing catch-up for the rest 
of the innings. The second 
game of the series will be 
played at the same venue on 
Saturday.

India’s chase began ex-
plosively, with Abhishek 
Sharma smashing a six off 

the final ball of the first 
over. Ferguson conceded 
22 runs in his opening over, 
while Milne leaked 26 as  
India raced to 94/1 in the 
powerplay. Abhishek struck 
29 off 12 balls before falling 
to Michael Bracewell. Sam-
son reached his fifty in 23 
balls, hitting eight fours and 
four sixes, before Mitchell 
Santner dismissed him for 
67.

India then slipped to 122/4 
as Tilak Varma and Ishan 
Kishan departed cheaply. 
Axar Patel scored 24 off 14 
balls, while captain Shreyas 
Iyer contributed 42 off 28. 
With 48 needed from 24 

balls, Dhir turned the contest 
around, attacking Santner 
and Ferguson. Needing eight 
in the final over, India sealed 
victory through Dhir’s four 
and six off Matt Henry.

Earlier, Finn Allen 
smashed 45 off 24 balls, 
while Daryl Mitchell made 
28 and Bevon Jacobs scored 
31. Phillips dominated with 
an unbeaten 82, reaching his 
13th T20I fifty. India’s bowl-
ers struggled, with Axar con-
ceding 51 runs, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar 49 and Arshdeep 
Singh 45. Arshdeep, playing 
his 100th T20I, also ran out 
Jacobs. India’s sloppy field-
ing and dropped catches 

compounded their problems, 
while New Zealand’s 17 ex-
tras proved costly.

The teams meet again at 
Hagley Oval on Saturday, 
with India carrying momen-
tum after a record-breaking 
triumph.

BRIEF SCORES:

New Zealand 225/4 in 20 
overs (Glenn Phillips 82 not 
out, Finn Allen 45; Mayank 
Yadav 1-40, Arshdeep Singh 
1-45) lost to India 230/6 in 
19.4 overs (Sanju Samson 67, 
Naman Dhir 42 not out; Mi-
chael Bracewell 2-37, Mitch-
ell Santner 2-39) by four 
wickets.

1st T20I-226 chased, records smashed

Samson, Dhir power India
to thrilling win over NZ

Paris

DOUBLE Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu and young 
Indian shuttler Ashmita 
Chaliha sailed into the 
women’s singles quarterfi-
nals with straight-game wins 
over Japan’s Riko Gunji and 
Akane Yamaguchi, respec-
tively, at the USD 950,000 
French Open badminton 
tournament here on Thurs-
day.

Unseeded Ashmita was 
the star of the day, upsetting 
world No. 2 and third seed 
Yamaguchi 21-19 21-18 in 
a second-round match that 
lasted 37 minutes.

Sindhu then prevailed 
over Gunji 21-12 21-16 in a 
match lasting 44 minutes to 
progress to the quarterfinals.

Earlier in the day, India’s 
Ayush Shetty and Tanvi 
Sharma bowed out in the 
pre-quarterfinals of their re-
spective events.

Taking the court first 
among the Indians, Tanvi 
was no match for world No. 
1 and top seed An Se Young 
of South Korea, losing 11-
21, 14-21 in a 37-minute 
women’s singles match.

Later, Shetty forfeited his 
match against sixth seed Ko-
dai Naraoka of Japan due to 
an undisclosed injury while 
trailing 17-21, 6-11 in a 
men’s singles second-round 
match.

Shetty had earlier defeat-
ed compatriot Kidambi Sri-
kanth in the opening round 
to progress in the tourna-
ment.

French Open badminton

Sindhu, Ashmita
cruise into last 8

NAGOYA: Armless archer 
Sheetal Devi picked up two 
gold medals in less than two 
hours to reaffirm her peer-
less credentials, while the 
track-and-field contingent 
remained the biggest con-
tributor to India’s tally, which 
swelled to 88 at the Asian 
Para Games on Thursday.

The 19-year-old world 
champion and world num-
ber one first teamed up with 
Toman Kumar to defend the 
mixed team gold, beating 
Indonesia’s Teodora Audi 
Ayudia Ferelly and Ken Swa-
gumilang 151-148.

She then overcame a 
four-point deficit to defeat 
Singapore’s Alim Nur Syahi-
dah 142-139, repeating their 
individual final result from 
Hangzhou 2023.

India’s medal count stood 
at 21 gold, 26 silver and 41 
bronze. Para-athletics led 
the haul with 52 medals, in-
cluding 18 gold. Suvarna Raj 
opened the day’s gold rush 
by winning the women’s F54 
discus with a best throw of 
15.66m. Shailesh Kumar 
led an Indian sweep in the 
men’s T63 high jump, setting 
a Games record of 1.89m. 
Varun Bhati won silver with 
1.84m, while Rahul took 
bronze with 1.81m. Anja-
naben Bumbadiya won the 
women’s T47 400m in 59.97 
seconds, ahead of Jayanti Be-
hera (1:00.65). Dilip Mahadu 
Gavit claimed the men’s T47 
400m gold in 48.27 seconds, 

while Dharmaraj Solairaj 
defended his long jump 
crown with an Asian record 
of 7.15m. Tejalben Damor 
added a silver in the women’s 
T12 400m.

Archery also witnessed 
history as Swati Chaudhary 
won India’s first Asian Para 
Games medal in the W1 
category, taking silver after 
losing 4-6 to China’s Cen 
Mengkan.

In swimming, teenage 
Andhra Pradesh swim-
mer Ravi Budigina claimed 
bronze in the men’s S13 50m 
freestyle in 25.89 seconds, 
completing a hat-trick of 
medals. Kapil Kumar won 
silver in the S10 400m free-
style, while Swatik Patil and 
Tejas Nandakumar secured 
bronze medals in the SB9 
100m breaststroke and S7 
100m backstroke, respec-
tively.

India also secured a men’s 
SL3 badminton final be-
tween Pramod Bhagat and 
Nitesh Kumar. Bhagat de-
feated Korea’s Lee Seunghu 
after a 2-hour-9-minute bat-
tle, while Nitesh reached the 
singles and mixed doubles 
SL3-SU5 finals with Thulasi-
mathi Murugesan. Naveen 
Sivakumar entered the SL4 
final.

In table tennis, Bhavina 
Patel and Subham Wadhwa 
won bronze in mixed dou-
bles XD7 after losing their 
semifinal to South Korea.

Asian Para Games

Sheetal’s double gold 
headlines India’s 
88-medal surge

HYDERABAD:  Ten-year-old 
Telangana chess prodigy Candi-
date Master (CM) Divith Reddy 
Adulla clinched the open title 
at the 51st National Sub-Junior 
Under-15 Chess Championship 
2026, held at Subham Conven-
tion Centre, Hyderabad, on 
October 20. The 35th-seeded 
player, rated 2,086 Elo, emerged 
champion with 10 points after 
11 rounds, edging out S Mad-
hesh Kumar of Puducherry on 
tie-breaks.

Divith’s fearless, gritty atti-

tude and nerves 
of steel helped 
him overcome 
the challenge in 
a competitive 
field. His victory 
highlighted Tel-
angana’s growing 
presence in junior 
chess. He received 
the prestigious ti-
tle from All India 
Chess Federation 
president Nitin 
Narang, in the presence of P 

Malla Reddy, gen-
eral secretary of the 
Telangana Olympic 
Association, and 
Reddyreddy Laxmi 
Reddy, president of 
the Telangana State 
Chess Association.

Niladri Baner-
jee of West Bengal 
finished third with 
nine points, ahead 
of Madhvendra 
Pratap Sharma of 

Madhya Pradesh, also on nine.

In the girls’ section, Delhi’s 
Prishita Gupta won the title 
with 10 points, conceding only 
two draws. WFM Nivedita V 
C of Tamil Nadu finished run-
ner-up with nine points, while 
WFM Maitreyi Mondal took 
third with 8.5 points. Both 
champions received �90,000 
each. AICF head of operations 
Ajeet Kumar Verma and TSCA 
secretary A Jayachandra were 
among those present at the 
prize distribution. K S Prasad 
served as tournament director.

51st National Sub Jr Chess C’ship 2026

Telangana’s 10-year-old Divith Reddy clinches title

HYDERABAD: FIDE-rated 
players Sree Shaunak Chanda 
and Kandi Santosh Sai Karthik 
emerged champions in the Rap-
id and Blitz events, respectively, 
at the A2H Open Rapid and 
Blitz Prize Money Chess Tour-
naments held at A2H Chess 
Academy, Kukatpally.

In an interesting reversal, the 
two players finished runner-up 
in each other’s events. Shaunak 
topped the Rapid competition, 
while Santosh Sai secured sec-
ond place. In the Blitz event, 
Santosh Sai claimed the title, 
with Shaunak finishing runner-
up. The tournaments offered a 
combined prize pool of �30,000, 
with �15,000 allocated to each 
event. The winner in each cat-
egory received �4,000, while the 
runner-up was awarded �3,000.

The Rapid event attracted 66 
participants, while 43 players 
competed in the Blitz tourna-

ment, reflecting strong partici-
pation in both formats.

In Rapid, Sri Akhil Prasad 
finished third, followed by G 
V Srinivasa Rao, Nagavarapu 
Saket, Shanmukha Pulli, Akhil 
Repalle, S V C Chakravarthi, 
N Rohith and Manoj Reddy 
Maram.

In Blitz, Surya Alakanti se-
cured third place, followed by 
Sri Akhil Prasad, N Rohith, G 
V Srinivasa Rao, J Malleswara 
Rao, Tijil Singh, Akhil Repalle 
and V U Diwakar.

Shaunak wins Rapid, Santosh
Sai bags Blitz chess title

Sree Shaunak Chanda and 

Kandi Santosh Sai Karthik
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Hans News Service  
Amaravati

YSRCP chief Y S Jagan Mo-
han Reddy directed party 
leaders to systematically col-
lect evidence of alleged irreg-
ularities and violence during 
local body elections and pur-
sue legal action, saying the 
fight to protect democracy 
must continue in the courts.

At a meeting with key 
party leaders at party central 
office on Thursday, Jagan dis-
cussed the Supreme Court’s 
intervention over alleged ir-
regularities during the local 
body elections. He said the 
court had expressed concern 
over the subversion of de-
mocracy in State and taken 
cognisance of complaints, 
prompting directions to the 
State Election Commission 
(SEC).

Jagan alleged that Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu was orchestrating vio-
lence in a systematic and de-
liberate manner and claimed 
that the situation had not im-
proved despite the Supreme 
Court’s directives. 

He said incidents of vio-
lence were continuing dur-
ing the ongoing MPTC and 
ZPTC elections as well. “It is 
unprecedented to see those 
in government themselves 
engaging in such violence,” 
Jagan said, accusing the 
government of misusing the 
police force to facilitate the 
alleged atrocities.

Emphasising the need 
to build a strong legal case, 
Jagan asked party leaders to 
guide workers on the ground 
in documenting incidents 
and gathering evidence. 

He said the party would 
place substantiated material 
before the courts and con-
tinue its legal fight. 

Gather evidence of poll violence, 
Jagan tell party leaders

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

  YSRCP leaders staged a 
protest at the State Election 
Commission (SEC) office 
here on Thursday after 
State Election Commis-
sioner Anil Chandra Pune-
tha initially failed to grant 
them an appointment to 
submit their complaints 
over alleged obstruction of 
nominations for ZPTC and 
MPTC elections.

The leaders accused the 
SEC of delaying action on 
their complaint and de-
manded implementation 
of the Supreme Court’s di-
rections to ensure that can-
didates could file nomina-
tions without intimidation. 
It was the second consecu-
tive day that the YSRCP 
delegation had approached 
the SEC to explain the al-
leged irregularities in the 
nomination process. 

Following the protest, 
the leaders were eventually 
granted an appointment.

Speaking to the media, 
YSRCP MLC Lella Appi 

Reddy alleged that TDP 
activists, with the alleged 
complicity of the police, 
were preventing opposi-
tion candidates from filing 
nominations. 

He claimed that illegal 
arrests and house arrests 
were being used to ob-
struct candidates and that 
those attempting to submit 
their papers were facing at-
tacks.

“We approached the 
Supreme Court because 
candidates were being pre-
vented from filing nomina-
tions. The Supreme Court 
directed that security be 
provided to those filing 
nominations. Despite its 
orders, our candidates are 
still facing attacks and are 
unable to file their papers,” 
he alleged.

Reddy claimed that 
nomination papers already 
submitted to election of-
ficials were being torn up 
and cited an alleged inci-
dent in Chittoor in which 
B-forms, the party authori-
sation documents for mu-
nicipal corporation elec-
tions, were torn.

YSRCP stages protest at SEC office 

YSRCP MLC Lella Appi Reddy along with other 

party leaders speaks to the media at SEC office in 
Vijayawada on Thursday

Violence, counter-allegations 
mar local body nominations

K Varaprasada Rao  
Amaravati

THE second day of nomi-
nations for the MPTC and 
ZPTC elections in the state 
on Thursday witnessed 
widespread clashes, stone-
pelting, allegations of nomi-
nation papers being torn up 
and police action in several 
districts, intensifying the 
political confrontation be-
tween the ruling NDA and 
the YSRCP. 

While the YSRCP accused 
the police of siding with the 
TDP and preventing its can-
didates from filing nomina-
tions, ruling alliance leaders 
alleged that the opposition 
was instigating disturbances 
and subsequently portray-
ing itself as a victim.

Incidents were reported 
from YSR Kadapa, An-
namayya, Anantapur, Kur-
nool, Palnadu, Chittoor, 
Nellore, Prakasam and oth-
er areas. Reports included 
attacks on party workers, 
vehicles being set on fire, 
nomination documents be-
ing destroyed and police 
resorting to lathi-charges 
to disperse rival groups. 
Although nominations pro-
ceeded without major inci-
dents in several other dis-
tricts, the developments in 
Rayalaseema and Palnadu 
raised concerns about can-
didates’ ability to participate 
freely.

In Annamayya district’s 
Thamballapalle constitu-
ency, clashes between TDP 
and YSRCP workers in Ped-
damandyam and Peddad-

ippasamudram left several 
people injured. TDP leaders 
Narayana Reddy and Anand 
were among those injured 
in Peddamandyam, where 
police resorted to a lathi-
charge. In Peddadippasam-
udram, stone-pelting and 
the burning of two-wheelers 
aggravated the situation.

YSR Kadapa district wit-
nessed clashes, stone-pelt-
ing and allegations of nomi-
nation papers being torn up 
at multiple locations. 

In Gundlakunta in Jam-
malamadugu constituency, 
a motorcycle belonging to 
YSRCP members was re-
portedly set on fire. Ten-
sion also prevailed near 
the residence of TDP MLC 
Ramasubba Reddy, while 
YSRCP MLA Dr Sudha and 
other leaders were arrested 
in Badvel. 

In Nandaluru, a factional 
clash within the TDP be-
tween supporters of Jagan-
mohan Raju and Meda Vi-
jaya Sekhar Reddy resulted 
in two cars and some mo-
torcycles being set on fire. 

TDP state spokesperson 
Balasubrahmanyam report-
edly fired shots into the air.

In Palnadu, clashes were 
reported at Nakarikallu, 
Dachepalli and Edlapadu. 
At Nakarikallu, rival groups 
accused each other of de-
stroying MPTC nomination 
papers, prompting police to 
resort to a lathi-charge. A 
case was registered against 
former Macherla MLA Pin-
nelli Ramakrishna Reddy 
and other YSRCP leaders 
following a protest in Mach-
erla over alleged obstruc-
tion of nominations.

Anantapur district also 
witnessed confrontations. 
Police stopped former YS-
RCP MLA Thopudurthi 
Prakash Reddy at Vaddepal-
li while he was travelling to-
wards Atmakur with a can-
didate, citing restrictions 
on people from outside the 
local area. In Guntakal, TDP 
and YSRCP leaders clashed 
amid allegations that nomi-
nation papers belonging 
to YSRCP candidates were 
torn up. Stone-pelting was 

reported near the Anan-
tapur rural MPDO office, 
leaving a person named 
Ramanjaneyulu with a head 
injury.

In Nellore district’s Gu-
duru, clashes followed alle-
gations that TDP supporters 
obstructed YSRCP candi-
dates. 

At the Eluru zilla pari-
shad office, two persons al-
legedly snatched and tore 
the nomination papers of 
YSRCP candidate Mad-
dula Ratnam before being 
apprehended by police. In 
Bestavaripeta in Marka-
puram district, TDP leaders 
were accused of tearing the 
nomination papers of a BJP 
MPTC candidate, triggering 
a confrontation.

The YSRCP alleged that 
its candidates were being 
prevented from reaching 
nomination centres while 
several senior leaders were 
placed under house arrest. 
Those reportedly confined 

to their residences included 
MPs Gurumoorthy and Avi-
nash Reddy, former MLAs 
Kethireddy Pedda Reddy, 
Thopudurthi Prakash Red-
dy and Kethireddy Venkata-
rami Reddy, former minis-
ter Sake Sailajanath, former 
Chittoor MLA Chevireddy 
Bhaskar Reddy and his 
sons, and former Pattikonda 
MLA Sridevi. Restrictions 
were also reported against 
YSRCP leaders in Tirupati 
and Nellore.

Former minister Adimu-
lapu Suresh staged a road 
protest in Ponnaluru in 
Prakasam district, alleging 
that YSRCP candidates were 
not being allowed to enter 
the nomination premises.

Minister Y Satya Kumar 
Yadav alleged that distur-
bances were concentrated in 
Pulivendula and Punganur, 
constituencies represented 
by YSRCP MLAs, while 
the nomination process 
had proceeded peacefully 
elsewhere. He accused YS-
RCP leaders of instigating 
conflicts and lodging com-
plaints to mislead the Elec-
tion Commission.

TDP MLA Gouthu Sirisha 
alleged that the YSRCP was 
resorting to violence out of 
fear of electoral defeat. She 
questioned why disturbanc-
es were occurring in areas 
associated with leaders such 
as Peddireddi Ramachandra 
Reddy, Chevireddy Bhaskar 
Reddy, Avinash Reddy 
and Bhumana Karunakar 
Reddy, alleging that the 
strategy was being directed  
from Tadepalli.

l	Stone-pelting, 

attacks, torn 

nomination papers 

and house arrests 
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Rayalaseema and 
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obstruction; TDP 
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accuse opposition 

of instigating 
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Police take away YSRCP MP Y S Avinash Reddy from his 
home in Pulivendula on Thursday

Ex Srikakulam  
TDP MLA Lakshmi 
Devi joins YSRCP

Hans News Service  
Amaravati 

FORMER Srikakulam MLA 
Gunda Lakshmi Devi, along 
with her key followers, joined 
the YSR Congress Party in 
the presence of former Chief 
Minister and YSRCP Presi-
dent Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
at the party’s central office in 
Tadepalli.

Jagan welcomed Lakshmi 
Devi and the leaders accom-
panying her into the party 
by presenting them with 
YSRCP scarves.  Lakshmi 
Devi’s family had an asso-
ciation of nearly four dec-
ades with the Telugu Desam 
Party. Her husband, late for-
mer Minister Gunda Appala 
Suryanarayana, was elected 
MLA four times and served 
as a Minister twice. Lakshmi 
Devi was elected as Srikaku-
lam MLA on a TDP ticket in 
the 2014 elections.

Along with Lakshmi 
Devi, TDP leaders Muddada 
Praveen, Jallu Rajeev, Simma 
Narsing Rao, Palli Srinivasa 
Rao, Kunuku Govind, Gadu 
Sai Kumar, Gedela Ram Ku-
mar, Yagati Prasad, Chin-
nala Muttayi Naidu, Chettu 
Govind, Guruvu Srinivas 
and Routhu Nageswara Rao 
joined the YSRCP. Former 
deputy chief minister Dhar-
mana Krishna Das, former 
minister Dharmana Prasada 
Rao and several other YS-
RCP leaders participated in 
the programme.

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

AS many as 27.54 lakh chil-
dren have undergone health 
check-ups in the last three 
months under the Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK) in Andhra Pradesh, 
with 27,039 children found 
with health issues now re-
ceiving follow-up treatment 
and 541 children undergoing 
surgeries.

Under RBSK, free health 
screening is being provided 
to children below 18 years in 
Anganwadi centres and gov-
ernment and aided schools 
across the state. The gov-

ernment has set a target to 
screen 53,66,466 children. 
The programme was rolled 
out in July through field 
health teams.

Of the 27.54 lakh chil-
dren screened so far - about 
51.32 per cent of the target 
- 9,32,352 were re-examined 
by medical officers for con-
firmation. Finally, 27,039 
children were identified with 
treatable defects and are be-
ing treated in major hospi-
tals.

Reviewing the implemen-
tation on Thursday, health 
secretary G Veerapandian, 
along with health and family 
welfare commissioner K V N 

Chakradhar Babu and other 
senior officials, directed that 

the screening be completed 
by December.

Under the programme, 38 
types of conditions are being 
screened - 10 birth defects, 5 
diseases, 11 nutritional defi-

ciencies and 12 developmen-
tal delays and disabilities.

Among birth defects, of-
ficials recorded 455 cases of 
neural tube defects, 243 of 
Down syndrome, 153 cleft 

lip and palate, 142 clubfoot, 
102 hip joint disorders, 126 
congenital heart diseases, 
83 cataract, 62 hearing im-
pairment, 33 retinopathy of 
prematurity, and 8 congeni-
tal kidney and urinary tract 
anomalies.

On the nutritional and 
disease front, 3,673 cases 
of Vitamin-A deficiency, 
1,847 Vitamin-D deficiency, 
715 severe malnutrition, 
650 anaemia and 338 goitre 
were detected. Other cases 
include 5,122 skin prob-
lems, 5,320 rheumatic heart 
disease, 1,494 respiratory is-
sues, 1,141 dental problems, 
1,037 epilepsy, 568 diabetes, 

311 hypertension, 31 kidney 
diseases, 69 ear infections, 12 
tuberculosis and 9 leprosy.

Developmental issues re-
corded include 236 vision 
defects, 413 hearing defects, 
246 neuromotor impair-
ments, 181 motor delays, 61 
cognitive delays, 45 language 
delays, 27 behavioural prob-
lems, 19 anxiety disorders, 8 
ADHD cases, 4 sleep disor-
ders and 35 neurodevelop-
mental disorders. Besides, 
15 autism, 20 learning disor-
ders, 2 severe developmental 
delays, 24 congenital hypo-
thyroidism and 157 adoles-
cent health issues were also 
identified.

27.5 lakh kids screened, 27,000 health issues detected 
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Narendra  
Kumar Varikuntla 

Kurnool

THE traditional Bunni festival 
at Devaragattu in Holagunda 
mandal of Kurnool district 
turned violent on Wednesday 
night, leaving one person dead 
and over 100 devotees injured.  
Held annually on the night 
following Vijayadashami, the 
ritual once again witnessed 
bloody clashes as groups 
of devotees fought wield-
ing heavy sticks and flaming 
torches. The tragic outcome 
has reignited sharp concerns 
over the persistence of this vi-
olent tradition, despite recur-
ring attempts by authorities to 
prevent casualties.

The violent confrontation 
erupted following the celes-
tial wedding of Lord Mala 

Malleswara Swamy as the 
processional idols were being 
brought down the hill. 

Devotees from 11 sur-
rounding villages, divided 
into opposing factions, en-
gaged in a fierce battle to se-
cure possession of the idols of 
Goddess Malamma and Lord 
Malleswara Swamy. 

Armed with sticks and 
torches, participants attacked 
one another, causing severe 
head trauma and heavy bleed-
ing. Despite suffering painful 
injuries, devotees continued 
the fight, transforming the 
sacred procession into a scene 

of chaotic bloodshed. The de-
ceased has been identified as 
Pothuraju, a resident of Alur. 
More than 100 injured devo-
tees were rushed to govern-
ment hospitals in Alur and 
Adoni for emergency medical 
treatment.  Popularly known 

as the “stick fight” festival, 
the centuries-old ritual takes 
place at midnight follow-
ing Vijayadashami, drawing 
thousands of devotees across 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Telangana, and Maharashtra.

Despite extensive aware-
ness drives and heavy secu-
rity deployments organised 
by police and the district 
administration, the violent 
clashes continue unabated. 
Participants typically smug-
gle sticks onto the temple 
grounds disguised as regular 
pilgrims before launching into 
attacks around midnight.  The 
recurring loss of life and heavy 
injuries present a formidable 
challenge to law enforcement, 
highlighting an urgent need 
for more effective preventive 
strategies to curb the danger-
ous practice.

l	Stick fight turns 
bloody during 

midnight ritual 

l	Devotees from 11 

villages clash over 

processional idols 

l	Despite tight 

security, deadly 

tradition claims 

another life

One dead, 100 injured in Deveragattu Bunni festival clashes

Devotees engage in violent stick fight during the annual 
Bunni festival at Devaragattu in Holagunda mandal late on 
Wednesday night

2027 Inter exams 
to commence 

on Februbary 24
Dasari Srinivasa Rao  

Vijayawada

THE Board of Intermediate 
Education, Andhra Pradesh 
(BIEAP), has released the ten-
tative timetable for the Inter-
mediate Public Examinations 
(IPE) for first and second-year 
students for February-March 
2027. The theory examina-
tions will commence on Feb-
ruary 24 and continue until 
March 16. 

Board of Intermediate Edu-
cation (BIE) secretary P Ran-
jith Basha released theory and 
practical examination sched-
ule here on Thursday. 

The examinations will be 
conducted in the forenoon 
session from 9 am to 12 noon. 
First-year students will be-
gin their examinations with 
language papers and elective 
subjects on February 24, while 
second-year students will take 
their corresponding Paper-II 
examinations on February 25. 

Practical examinations for 
general courses will be held 
from February 1 to 10, while 
those for vocational courses 
will take place from Febru-
ary 1 to 15 in two sessions — 
9 am to noon and 2 pm to 5 
pm. The examinations will 
be conducted on all days, in-
cluding Sundays.  The Ethics 
and Human Values examina-

tion will be held on January 
27 from 10 am to 1 pm, while 
the Environmental Education 
examination is scheduled for 
January 29 during the same 
hours. The Samagra Shiksha 
Vocational Trade Examination 
(NSQF Level-4) theory paper 
will be conducted on February 
17 from 10 am to noon.  The 
board clarified that the timeta-
ble is tentative and some dates 
may be changed depending 
on public holidays notified 
by the State government. The 
vocational examination time-
table will be issued separately, 
though the dates will remain 
unchanged. 

The board also stated that 
separate question papers will 
be provided for elective sub-
jects such as Mathematics, 
Biology, Physics, Chemistry, 
History, Economics, Civics 
and Commerce under Part-II, 
while common question pa-
pers will be provided for core 
and additional subjects, as 
specified in the schedule.
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Centre extends CS 
Sai Prasad’s tenure 

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

THE Central government has 
extended the tenure of Andhra 
Pradesh chief secretary G Sai 
Prasad by another six months, 
until May 31, 2027. The de-
partment of personnel and 
training (DoPT), under the 
Union ministry of person-
nel, public grievances and 
pensions, issued orders ap-
proving the extension follow-
ing a proposal from the state  
government.

In a letter to the principal 
secretary of the state general 
administration (political) de-
partment, Rajesh Kumar Ya-
dav, under secretary in the 
Union ministry of personnel, 
conveyed the Centre’s approv-
al to extend Sai Prasad’s tenure 
by six months. A 1991-batch 
IAS officer, Sai Prasad had 
earlier received a six-month 
extension from June 1 to 
November 30, 2026. He was 
otherwise due to retire on No-
vember 30.  The latest exten-
sion follows a formal request 
made by the state government 
to the Centre through a demi-
official (DO) letter dated Sep-
tember 29.

Four Bhavani devotees killed in road accident at Kathipudi
Deekshitula  

Subrahmanyam  
Kakinada

FOUR Bhavani devotees from 
Denkada in Vizianagaram 
district died in a tragic road 
accident near Kathipudi in 
Prathipadu constituency of 
Kakinada district on Thurs-
day morning. The accident 
occurred when a Scorpio ve-
hicle hit devotees who had got 
down from a private bus to 
have tea while travelling to Vi-
jayawada for darshan of God-

dess Kanaka Durga.
According to prelimi-

nary information, around 40 
Bhavani devotees were trav-
elling in the private bus from 
Denkada to Vijayawada when 
the vehicle developed a tech-
nical snag near Kathipudi. The 
driver pulled over to the road-
side to carry out repairs. Some 
of the devotees got down and 
were walking towards a nearby 
shop to have tea when a Scor-
pio coming from the Etcherla 
area of Srikakulam district hit 
them. The impact was severe, 

leaving three devotees dead 
at the spot. Another devotee 
sustained serious injuries and 
died while being shifted to a 
local hospital. The deceased 
were identified as Chirigidi 
Yarraiah (38), Lingala Seethar-
am (45), Bonela Ramana 
Sattibabu (40), and Tatipudi 
Sivaprasad (40). They all resi-
dents of Denkada. Reports 
also indicated that some occu-
pants of the Scorpio sustained 
minor injuries. Peddapuram 
DSP A B G Tilak and other 
police personnel reached the 

accident spot and inspected 
the scene. Police initiated an 
inquiry into the circumstances 
leading to the accident.

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan 
expressed shock over the in-
cident. Pawan spoke to offi-
cials and assured the families 
that the government would 
stand by them.  Minister Nara 
Lokesh also expressed deep 
condolences over the deaths 
and sympathised with the be-
reaved families. 



A 
historical film on the life and times of ancient 
philosopher Sri Ramanujacharya, Jayaho Ra-
manuja, is all set to witness a global theatrical 

release on 24th this month. The pre-release function 
was held in Hyderabad today, where many industrial-
ists appreciated the film’s message of social equality.

Directed by and featuring the leading man Lion 
Dr. Sai Venkat, the movie is produced by Sai 

Prasanna and Pravallika of Sudarsanam Pro-
ductions. The American actress Jo Sharma 

plays the leading lady while Suman and 
Pravallika play crucial roles.

Speaking during the function, 
Sai Venkat said that the film 

has been his dream come 
true and that he wants this 

film to take his young people into the life and teachings of the great Ramanujacharya. 
They appreciated the teachings of the great seer and urged people to support the film. 

Pravallika said that they have done extensive promotions for the film, including a 
campaign around the Statue of Liberty. The director V. N. Aditya and others present 
at the function praised the film’s socially relevant narrative.

The film’s makers hope that the masses will appreciate the film for depicting the life 
and preachings of Ramanujacharya and spread awareness about him.
                                                                                          -P Raviteja

Lion Sai Venkat’s ‘Jayaho Ramanuja’ set 

for worldwide theatrical debut tomorrow

T
elugu movie 321 (with tagline Love 
Marriage Vs Arranged) is all set to hit 
the theatre on October 23. The film 

directed and produced by Shanthi Kumar 
Chilumula will see Mohit and Lavanya in 
the lead roles. The brainchild of Ramanuja 
Reddy Vangapati banner under Brahma Art 
Creations, the film is the debut production for 
Ramanuja Reddy.

In a special screening held on Wednesday 
ahead of the film’s release, followed by a press 
meet, the cast and crew spoke about how they 
are confident that the film will connect with 
the family audience.

“We have done a good film. The perfor-

mances, music and the entire team’s efforts are 
praiseworthy,” said Shanthi Kumar. “This will 
be a celebration for the entire team,” added 
Ramanuja Reddy, who also made his debut as 
a producer. “I believe the audience is going to 
enjoy the film,” he added.

“There are wonderful songs composed by 
Shanthi Kumar and Mouna Sri along 
with an interesting background 
score,” said music director Calvin 
Joy. “The film’s clean presenta-
tion and entertaining aspect has 
been appreciated by me, as well 
as Shanthi Kumar and the cast,” 
added Mouna Sri. “321 is an en-
tertaining film that will connect 
with family audience, especially 
the younger population,” said 
actress Lavanya. “I request the 
audience to support the film,” 
added actors Vivan Surya and 
Srinivas Bhogireddy.

321 touches upon a relevant 
topic relating to relation-
ships and decisions revolving 
around love and marriage.

 -P Raviteja

‘321’ ready to hit theatres today
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T
he fans have come a long way in 
celebrating the birthday of Rebel star 
Prabhas. The actor has carved a niche 

for himself in the hearts of millions and has 
fetched massive success with his versatile 
performances in the yatra of his career. The 
Rebel star is popularly called Darling, and 
he has indeed become one of the biggest 
Pan India stars after ruling Tollywood. The 
actor's upcoming projects keep us glued to 
the screen and have generated unparalleled 
hype in the industry.

The star made his mark with Eeshwar 
and has since come a long way, ruling the 
Tollywood film industry for more than two 
decades. However, the Baahubali franchise 
catapulted the actor to new heights and 
made him a national hero, as the franchise 
ruled the multiplexes across the country. 
The actor's Baahubali 2 and Kalki 2898 
AD have grossed more than �1,000 crore 
worldwide, securing his position among 
the top Indian stars who rule the box 
office. The actor has amassed enormous 

popularity across several languages and is a big 
draw in Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam, and Kannada 
film industries. He also enjoys incredible good-
will in the US, UK, and Japan. His recent Salaar 
has been an incredible hit with people from all 
corners of the country, who have praised his 
performances on the screen.

Moreover, the actor is not just a super star but 
also a true gentleman. He has been supportive 
of the fans during natural calamities and has 
offered help in whatever capacity possible. He 
has also been commended for his charitable 
activities by his contemporaries in the industry.

The actor's upcoming projects also seem to 
be promising. With films like Spirit, directed by 
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Fauzi, directed by Hanu-
Raghavapudi, Kalki 2, directed by Nag Ashwin, 
and Salaar 2, directed by Prashanth Neel, the 
Rebel star seems to be unstoppable.

Happy birthday Prabhas, here's hoping that 
the actor continues to amaze us with his perfor-
mances on-screen and achieve greater heights 
in his career while giving us more Pan India hits 
to cherish for years!  - S Suhas

Suhas Sistu

T
he digital rights of 
the film Ramayana 
will reportedly 

explore the possibility 
of a pay-per-view model 
on JioHotstar after its 
theatrical run. The venture 
is expected to provide 
an additional revenue 
stream for the ambitious 
production, despite 
challenges with digital 
piracy.

Unlike traditional over-
the-top (OTT) streaming 
services, which allow 
viewers to watch films with 
existing subscriptions, a 
pay-per-view model would 
require users to make an 
extra payment to view a 
chosen film. In the case 
of Ramayana , the main 
uncertainty concerns 
whether its massive star 
power and mythology-

driven appeal will be 
enough to encourage 
viewers to spend more 
money on watching the 
film at home.

The film’s scale and 
star power could pay off, 
drawing viewers to a legal 
source to watch the epic 
on their TVs or mobile 
phones. However, figuring 
out the price is likely to 
be crucial, as too steep a 
charge and some viewers 
who cannot afford it will 
turn to piracy or simply 
wait for the film to enter 
regular OTT subscriptions.

The challenge of 
unauthorised copies is 
likely to be even more 
acute for big-budget Indian 
films. Illegal uploads often 
appear online shortly 
after a film’s premiere, 
threatening to damage its 
earnings. Thus, preventing 
copyright violations and 

quickly removing such 
content would be extremely 
important if the reported 
plan comes to fruition.

The proposed pay-
per-view model could 
be good for business if 
the price is right. Aside 
from being attractive to 
the target audience, it 
will help to maximise 
revenues, ensuring that the 
budget-heavy production 
generates sufficient 
returns. Despite apparent 
risks, Ramayana ’s makers 
have an opportunity to 
benefit massively from the 
bold approach, striking a 
balance between keeping 
the price reasonable and 
profitable. The suggested 
format is a reported 
possibility rather than an 
official announcement, 
meaning that it is likely to 
be a closely-watched trial 
for Indian cinema’s future.

‘RAMAYANA’ TO ADOPT PAY-PER-VIEW MODEL

  Will the viewers prefer  
paid streaming over piracy?

P
roducer Dheeraj Mo-
gilineni is optimistic 
that the upcoming 

kids’ film, Summer Holidays, 
which hits the screens this 
November 6, will be a hit 
with adults too. The film, 
directed by Srikar, will see 
Master Rohan Roy, Master 
Arun, and Baby Khushi take 
on pivotal roles. The mak-
ers unveiled the release date 
at a press conference in Hy-
derabad.

Dheeraj Mogilineni, who 
is producing the film under 
Dheeraj Mogilineni Enter-
tainments banner, says the 
film will take the older view-

ers down memory lane.
“The film will be a feel-

good family entertainer that 
will take adults back to their 

summer vacations and child-
hood days spent in their 
grandparent’s village,” the 
producer said. While speak-

ing about the response to the 
teaser and the songs, director 
Srikar said he was pleasantly 
surprised by the love for the 
film. “I think it will have a 
great response as a feel-good 
family entertainer,” he added. 
Music director SinjithYer-
ramilli also urged mov-
iegoers to watch the film in 
theaters. “The team has stra-
tegically planned the release 
date to avoid the competition 
with other big films, and we 
want people to come watch 
the film on the big screen be-
cause we believe in an afford-
able price for small films,” 
added Dheeraj. -P Raviteja

‘Summer Holidays’ locks Nov 6 release

Shruti HaasanShruti Haasan  
charms in pearl-charms in pearl-

embroidered attireembroidered attire
A

ctress and singer Shruti Haasan stunned in a two-piece pearl-embroidered 
outfit in a desert background. The star flaunted a strappy top with scalloped 
edges and mirror embroidery. Shruti Haasan’s long skirt had a slit at the side, 

and gold drop earrings, along with open, wavy hair, completed the look. Her relaxed 
posture in the pictures was undoubtedly a huge hit.

In addition to being a famous actress and singer, Shruti Haasan has been dubbed 
a complete performer in Indian cinema. After spending her formative years as a 
singer, she began acting, singing, and composing. Shruti Haasan has gained popu-
larity throughout Indian cinema by starring in Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi films.

Shruti Haasan will appear in the Tamil film Train and the Telugu film Aakasam-
lo Oka Tara. In the meantime, her eagerly awaited Salaar Part 2 will also be 
released.                                                                                           -S Suhas

D
irector Poorvaaj 
promises an unpre-
dictable movie with 

KilleR, a science-fiction ac-
tion thriller starring Jyoti 
Poorvaj and Poorvaaj him-
self. The film is set to release 
globally on October 30th.

While launching the trailer 
in Hyderabad, director Har-
ish Shankar appreciated the 
technical aspects of the film, 
saying that the trailer itself 
gives away the kind of visual 
splendour the film has. He 
also wished the team luck, 
saying that they have done 

well to put together such a 
great film without crossing 
the budget.

Produced by Poorvaaj and 
A. Padmanabha Reddy un-
der Think Cinema and AU & 

I Studios, the film also stars 
Manish Gilada, Chandrakan-
thKollu, Archana Ananth, et 
al., in pivotal roles.

As per reports, Jyoti Poor-
vaj essays six different roles 

in the film, which follows 
a three-timeline narrative. 
Speaking about the film’s sec-
ond-half twist, Poorvaaj said 
that it would be challeng-
ing to guess and announced 
a reward of Rs. 1 crore for 
anyone who could correctly 
predict the twist under the 
mentioned conditions.

The makers also have tie-
ups for the film’s satellite and 
digital rights, which have 
created considerable buzz 
around the film’s release.

 -P Raviteja

‘KilleR’ trailer launched; Harish 
Shankar praises sci-fi thriller

D
RR productions first ever project, code-named 
Production No. 1 was launched with traditional 
pooja ceremonies on the auspicious occasion of 

Dasara. Produced by Dr.DamodarNerella, this marks 
the directorial debut of Shashank Duvvuru and is 
slated to release in theatres next year.

Ravi Shivateja, Bhaskar Paramatmuni and Sub-
rahmanyam Ala are in the lead roles while Neha 
Pathan is the female lead. Blending in friendships, 
romance and family drama with science-fiction ele-
ments and unexpected twists, the film promises to be a 
compelling watch.

Dr.DamodarNerella, founder and CEO of Indian 
American Medical Association, spoke about how 
he has had this dream of producing a film since he 
was a child and shared that he was confident about 
Shashank's vision and the strength of the concept.

Shashank, who has worked as assistant director for 

The Girlfriend, starring RashmikaMandanna, and 
directed the short film Ulta, described the project as an 
entertainer with an underlying concept and followed 
the journey of three young men through humour, 
emotions and intriguing developments.The shoot is 
set to commence soon, while the title poster and other 
details are due to be released later. -P Raviteja

DRR Productions debut 
film gets a grand launch

Happy 
Birthday 

Prabhas: The 
darling who 
conquered 

Indian cinema


