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Ahoy Hyderabad…! Holidays end; return 
journey halted by traffic snarls on highways

MM Farooqui 
Hyderabad

WITH the conclusion of the 
Dasara festival, massive traf-
fic congestion was witnessed 
on the major highways as 
a large number of people 
who travelled to their native 
places especially in Andhra 
Pradesh for the Dasara 
festival began their return 
journey.

Long queues of vehicles 
were witnessed, causing 
severe inconvenience to 
commuters. Heavy rush 
was also reported at key toll 
plazas where vehicles were 
made to wait for hours. The 

National Highway 65, the 
Hyderabad – Vijayawada 
stretch triggered long 
bumper-to-bumper traffic 
across multiple stretches.

Traffic movement slowed 
significantly since Wednes-
day due to the surge in 
vehicles heading towards 
Hyderabad. Congestion 
was also reported at other 
places due to the heavy 
inflow of vehicles towards 

Hyderabad.
Traffic police and 

highway officials were seen 
making efforts to regulate 
vehicle movement and clear 
congestion at the affected 
stretch. However, due to 
the continuous inflow of 
vehicles returning after 
the Dasara holidays, traffic 
remained heavy for most of 
the day.

Although educational 

institutions are scheduled to 
reopen on October 23 after 
the Dasara holidays, many 
people had started their 
journey a day in advance to 
avoid congestion.

Traffic moved slowly 
near Choutuppal due to 
ongoing flyover bridge 
construction work, causing 
delays for vehicles heading 
towards Hyderabad. Heavy 
traffic was also reported 

on the Nagpur, Mumbai 
and Warangal highways 
as commuters returned 
from Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana districts, includ-
ing Medak, Siddipet and 
Sangareddy.

Meanwhile, TGSRTC has 
finalised arrangements to 
handle the return journey 
rush starting October 22, 
with peak crowds ex-
pected over the weekend 

of October 25 and 26. 
To accommodate festival 
travellers across Telangana, 
the corporation is deploying 
over 7,000 special buses. 

According to TGSRTC of-
ficials, the Karimnagar zone 
alone will operate 3,533 
special services. The re-
gional breakdown includes 
431 buses from Adilabad, 
719 from Nizamabad, 1,175 
from Karimnagar, 530 from 
Warangal, and 678 from 
Khammam. 

The Hyderabad zone will 
operate 2,155 special buses, 
including 645 from Mah-
bubnagar, 255 from Medak, 
815 from Nalgonda and 440 
from Rangareddy. In addi-
tion, the Greater Hyderabad 
Zone will operate 1,312 
special services.

Authorities have advised 
commuters to plan travel 
during off-peak hours and 
follow traffic advisories to 
avoid inconvenience. The 
traffic situation is expected 
to remain tense over the 
next two days as the festive 
exodus continues.

Bumper-to-bumper Traffic on the Vijayawada–Hyderabad National Highway near Pantangi toll plaza in Choutuppal mandal as 
people returning to Hyderabad after the Dasara

l	Commuters face 

hours of waiting

l	Ongoing flyover 
construction 

slows traffic at 
Choutuppal 

l	Over 7,000 special 
buses deployed to 
ease rush

Tribal folk artistes and traditional dancers present vibrant cultural performances featuring traditional headgear, body 
paint, and drums at the 'Datthanna Alai Balai' event

Alai Balai: Symbol of unity beyond politics, says Governor
K Chandrashekar 

Hyderabad

GOVERNOR Shiv Pratap 
Shukla has said the Alai 
Balai programme was a 
symbol of social harmony 
and Telangana’s rich cultur-
al heritage, bringing people 
together beyond political 
differences.

Addressing the ‘Datthan-
na Alai Balai’ programme 
organised by former Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya and 
his daughter Vijayalakshmi 
at the Nampally Exhibition 
Grounds in Hyderabad on 
Thursday, the Governor 
said ideological differences 
should not undermine mu-
tual respect, friendship and 

cooperation. He appreci-
ated Vijayalakshmi for con-
tinuing the tradition initi-
ated by  Dattatreya in 2005.

Emphasising the need 
for a collective fight against 
drug abuse, Shiv Pratap 
Shukla said the menace was 
a serious threat to the fu-
ture of the youth and could 
not be tackled by the police 
alone. Government agen-
cies, educational institu-
tions, social organisations 
and citizens must work to-
gether to achieve the goal of 
a drug-free India by 2029, 
he said.

The Governor recalled 
administering an anti-drug 
pledge to around 15,000 
students at Hyderabad’s LB 

Stadium and announced 
that a similar awareness 
programme would be held 
at Osmania University on 
October 28. He also cau-
tioned against the growing 
threat posed by synthetic 
drugs.

Calling upon young peo-
ple to respect cultural tra-
ditions and contribute to 
nation-building, he said so-
cial harmony and national 
integration were essential 
for the country’s progress.

Punjab Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria, former 
Vice-President M Venkaiah 
Naidu, former Governor 
C Vidyasagar Rao, Union 
Minister Kishan Reddy and 
others were also present.

Dignitaries, including Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla, former Governor Bandaru Dattatreya, 
and Punjab Governor Gulab Chand Kataria, wave to the gathering during the ‘Datthanna Alai 
Balai’ programme organised at the Nampally Exhibition Grounds in Hyderabad on Thursday

Folk artistes wearing traditional attire in yellow perform 
a cultural dance with decorated pots balanced on their 
heads during the annual Alai Balai celebrations

TG SSC exams fee 
payment schedule released

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Telangana School 
Education Department on 
Thursday released the sched-
ule for payment of examina-
tion fees for the SSC Public 
Examinations 2027. Students 
can pay the fee through their 
respective school headmas-
ters without a late fee from 
October 30 to November 16.

According to the schedule, 
students can pay the exami-
nation fee with a late fee of 
Rs 50 between November 18 
and December 1. Those who 
miss this deadline can pay 
a late fee of Rs 200 between 
December 3 and 14, while a 

late fee of Rs 500 will apply 
to payments made between 
December 16 and 28.

Director of Government 
Examinations K Lingaiah 
said the schedule applies to 
all regular and once-failed 
students appearing for the 
SSC, OSSC and Vocational 
Public Examinations sched-
uled for March 2027.

The examination fee for 
more than three subjects or 
all subjects is Rs 125, while 
students appearing for up to 
three subjects must pay Rs 
110. In addition to the regu-
lar examination fee of Rs 125 
applicable to SSC academic 
courses, vocational students 
must pay an additional Rs 60.

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

TWO persons suffered 
serious injuries after a 
speeding Fortuner rammed 
their car and subsequently 
crashed into an electrical 
pole at Peerzadiguda under 
Medipally police limits on 
Thursday. 

Traffic movement stalled 
briefly near pillar 57 of the 
Uppal-Narapally flyover fol-
lowing the collision. Police 
stated that Sai Shiva, 30, and 
his wife Meghana, 28, were 
travelling in an i10 car from 
LB Nagar to Narsampet 
in Warangal district when 

the SUV struck them from 
behind. The injured couple 
were rushed to a private 
hospital in Chaitanyapuri.

The Fortuner driver, 
identified as Akun, was 
intoxicated while operat-
ing the vehicle, which fitted 
a tampered number plate. 
Medipally police registered a 
case against driver Akun and 
car owner Mangilal for al-
lowing an unlicensed, drunk 
individual to drive.

Two injured as 
drunken 

driver hits car

Conduct water 
quality tests regularly: 

HMWSSB MD
Gouda Sweeyachandra 

Hyderabad

THE Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (HMWSSB ) 
Managing Director K Ashok 
Reddy ordered that the Pollu-
tion Control Board (PCB) and 
the Water Board re-
lated departments 
should work in 
coordination and 
conduct water qual-
ity tests regularly as 
per the prescribed 
standards during 
an inspection to the 
green water filling 
station in Kokapet 
on Thursday. 

He Said HM-
WSSB is taking 
steps to reduce the 
pressure on drink-
ing water resources in the city 
and to use purified water for 
non-drinking purposes.

The MD inspected the wa-
ter quality testing laboratory 
at the filling station and re-
viewed with the officials the 
process of conducting tests, 
various quality standards and 
recording of results. 

He suggested that the test 
results should be uploaded 
online from time to time and 
linked to be monitored direct-
ly from the Water Board head-
quarters. For this, he said that 
necessary technical arrange-

ments should be completed in 
coordination with the Water 
Board IT department. 

He also ordered that special 
attention should be paid to 
the quantity of water filled in 
tankers. He suggested that dif-
ferent filling limits should be 
set according to tankers of dif-

ferent capacities and that the 
quantity of water filled in each 
tanker along with the filling 
details should be recorded ac-
curately.

They were encouraged 
to use the treated water for 
non-potable purposes such 
as building construction, in-
dustrial needs, road clean-
ing, dust control, and garden 
maintenance. It was clarified 
that there should be continu-
ous monitoring of water qual-
ity, supply quantity, and safety 
standards in the management 
of green water filling stations.

K Ashok Reddy

FMG interns up in arms; protest 
at DME office over stipend hike

K Chandrasekhar  
Hyderabad

SEVERAL Foreign Medical 
Graduates (FMGs) interns 
were taken into police cus-
tody while protesting against 
the disparity in stipend pay-
ments in Telangana. After 
staging a silent protest for 15 
days, the doctors intensified 
their agitation at the Direc-

torate of Medical Education 
(DME) office at Koti on 
Thursday.

The Foreign Medical 
Graduates, who completed 
their MBBS degrees abroad, 
are demanding a monthly 
stipend of Rs 29,792, on par 
with other MBBS doctors in 
the state. They alleged that 
some of them were currently 
receiving only Rs 5,000 per 
month.

The doctors, who have 
been protesting since Oc-
tober 8, are also urging the 

government to release their 
pending dues. They said that 
despite Supreme Court or-
ders directing the payment 
of a monthly stipend of Rs 
29,792, the government was 
providing them with only Rs 
5,000.

The protesting doc-
tors raised slogans such as 
“Equal work, equal pay” and 
“We want justice”. They also 
alleged that when they ques-
tioned the authorities over 
the stipend disparity, they 
were threatened with the 

cancellation of their intern-
ships.

The doctors further al-
leged that while they were 
staging a peaceful protest, 
the police took them into 
custody and transported 
them to various parts of 
the city without informing 
them where they were being 
taken.

Meanwhile, several doc-
tors’ associations condemned 
the detention of the FMGs. 
The Healthcare Reforms Doc-
tors Association (HRDA), 
Telangana, the Resident Doc-
tors Association and the Tel-
angana Junior Doctors Asso-
ciations strongly condemned 
the detention of the FMG 
interns, who they said were 
peacefully protesting within 
the premises to press for their 
genuine demands.

“We demand that the po-
lice immediately release all 
detained FMG interns with-
out registering any cases 
against them. India is a dem-
ocratic country, where every 
citizen has the right to raise 
genuine concerns and seek 
justice through peaceful pro-
test. Detention, intimidation, 
and threats must not be used 
to silence the legitimate voic-
es of doctors who are fighting 
for their rightful demands,” 
the HRDA said.

l	FMG interns 

protesting stipend 

disparities in 

Hyderabad were 
detained by police

l	Demanding equal 

monthly stipends 
of Rs 29,792, 
Supreme Court 

compliance, and 
pending dues

l	Protesters 

currently receive 
as low as Rs 5,000 
and face internship 

cancellation 

threats

l	Doctor 

associations 

condemned 

the arrests 

and demanded 

immediate release

Foreign Medical Graduate (FMG) interns raise slogans and 
display posters demanding “Equal Stipend” from inside 
a police vehicle after being taken into custody during a 
protest outside the Directorate of Medical Education (DME) 
office in Koti, Hyderabad


