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Dasara festivities conclude

DASARI SRINTVASA RAO
VIJAYAWADA

THE 10-day Dasara Saran-
navaratri festivities at Sri
Durga Malleswara Swamy
Varla Devasthanam atop In-
drakeeladri concluded on
Tuesday with the traditional
Teppotsavam (float festival)
on Krishna river, marking
the culmination of the an-
nual celebrations. Maha
Purnahuthi marked the cul-
mination of the religious
rituals associated with Saran-
navaratri celebrations.

On the final day, God-
dess Kanaka Durga appeared
as Sri Rajarajeswari Devi,
adorned in a green saree and
traditional jewellery. Devo-
tees thronged the hill shrine
to have darshan of the pre-
siding deity, while Bhavani
devotees arrived in large
numbers, adding to the spir-
itual fervour.

with Teppotsavam

Teppotsavam of Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla
Devasthanam aboard Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna river in

Vijayawada on Tuesday

As part of Teppotsavam,
the processional deities of
Goddess Kanaka Durga and
Lord Malleswara Swamy
were taken on a ceremonial
ride aboard the illuminated
Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna
river. The float festival re-
sumed this year after a two-

year interruption caused by
high flood levels in the river
during 2024 and 2025.
Meanwhile, Governor S
Abdul Nazeer visited the
temple on Tuesday and of-
fered special prayers to God-
dess Kanaka Durga. Temple
officials and Vedic scholars

welcomed him with tradi-
tional honours. After dar-
shan, the Governor received
Vedic blessings at the Ashir-
vachana Mandapam.

Endowments  Secretary
K Kannababu, Commis-
sioner K Ramachandra Mo-
han, temple chairman Borra
Radhakrishna (Gandhi) and
Executive Officer VK Seena
Naik presented the Governor
with the deity’s sacred gar-
ments, prasadam and a por-
trait of the Goddess.

The temple authorities,
district administration, po-
lice and other departments
coordinated efforts to man-
age the heavy pilgrim turn-
out, with a focus on drink-
ing water, sanitation, queue
management and security.
Police personnel, expert
swimmers and officials from
the Endowments and Irriga-
tion departments were de-
ployed along the riverfront

and at bathing ghats to en-
sure devotees’ safety during
the float festival.

NTR district Collector
Dr G Lakshmisha and Po-
lice Commissioner SV Ra-
jasekhar Babu supervised the
arrangements and ensured
coordination among the de-
partments concerned. On the
final day, the police regulated
traffic across Vijayawada to
facilitate the smooth move-
ment of devotees and prevent
congestion. The celebrations
concluded smoothly, with
temple authorities expressing
gratitude to all departments
and personnel who contrib-
uted to the successful con-
duct of the annual festivities.
Temple authorities thanked
the departments and per-
sonnel who coordinated the
arrangements  throughout
the festivities, which also
witnessed a large influx of
Bhavani devotees.

Bhavani devotees
throng Durga temple

DASARI SRINIVASA RAO
VIJAYAWADA

VIJAYAWADA and Indra-
keeladri hill turned into a
sea of red as thousands of
devotees observing Bhavani
Deeksha thronged Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy Varla
Devasthanam on Wednesday,
the first day after the conclu-
sion of Dasara Sharanna-
varatri festivities.

Clad in their traditional
red robes, Bhavani devotees
arrived from various places
to have darshan of Goddess
Kanaka Durga, who appeared
as Sri Rajarajeshwari Devi on
the hill shrine. The influx of
pilgrims kept Indrakeeladri
and One Town area bustling
with activity from the early
hours.

Devotees moved in an or-
derly manner through queue
lines to reach the hilltop tem-
ple. The three holding areas,
Seethamma Vari Padalu and
the Municipal Corporation
Office area also witnessed a
heavy congregation of pil-
grims dressed in red, creating
a striking sight across the city.
Temple Executive Officer
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Vijayawada on Wednesday

Bhavani devotees thronging Indrakeeladri temple in

VK Seena Naik inspected the
arrangements from the early
morning and coordinated
with police personnel to regu-
late the rush and ensure the
smooth movement of devo-
tees.

All darshan queue lines
were kept open, including the
VIP route from the small Raja
Gopuram, to accommodate
the large number of Bhavani
devotees, the EO said. Ar-
rangements were also made to
ensure the uninterrupted sup-
ply of free annaprasadam to
pilgrims throughout the day.

The Bhavani Deeksha is a
traditional spiritual obser-
vance dedicated to Goddess
Kanaka Durga. Devotees
wear red attire and undertake
religious vows before visiting
the temple to offer prayers
and conclude their Deeksha
through the customary Deek-
sha Viramana rituals.

With the completion of
Dasara celebrations and the
traditional Teppotsavam on
the Krishna river, the tem-
ple continues to receive large
numbers of Bhavani devotees,
requiring close coordination
among temple officials and
the police to manage the rush.

VMC sets up model polling
stations to educate voters

VMC Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra inspecting the model polling station set up at
Varalakshmi Nagar in Vijayawada on Wednesday

DASARI SRINIVASA RAO
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VIJAYAWADA  Municipal
Corporation (VMC) Com-
missioner HM Dhyanachan-
dra on Wednesday inspected
a model polling station set
up at Varalakshmi Nagar
and the vote-counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola Col-
lege to review preparations
for the second ordinary mu-
nicipal elections-2026.

The model polling sta-
tion has been designed to
familiarise voters with vot-
ing process, including pro-
cedures to be followed at
polling stations, duties of
presiding officers and poll-
ing personnel, marking their
choice on ballot papers and
dropping the papers into
ballot boxes.

Dhyanachandra said one

model polling station had
been established in each
constituency  within  the
VMC limits to create aware-
ness among voters about the
voting procedure.

He urged people to visit
these centres and familiarise
themselves with the process
before casting their votes.

Later, the Commissioner
inspected the counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola College
and reviewed arrangements
for transporting ballot boxes
from polling stations, their
secure storage, the place-
ment of counting tables, the
conduct of counting rounds
and the deployment of per-
sonnel. He also reviewed the
infrastructure and logisti-
cal arrangements required
to ensure that counting was
conducted smoothly and
transparently in accord-

ance with the directions and
timelines prescribed by the
Andhra Pradesh State Elec-
tion Commission.

The Commissioner in-
structed officials to coor-
dinate in advance on staff
deployment, allocation of
duties, seating arrange-
ments, ballot box security
and other counting-related
requirements. He directed
them to monitor every stage
of the election process and
complete all necessary ar-
rangements in time to en-
sure the smooth conduct of
polling and counting.

Chief City Planner San-
jay Ratna Kumar, Chief
Engineer P Satya Kumari,
Superintending  Engineer
Chandrasekhar, Assis-
tant City Planner Mohan
Babu and other officials
accompanied him.

77.34% of MBBS seats
allotted to SC, ST, BC
students: NTR health varsity

1,213 open-category seats allotted to meritorious reserved-category students

HaNs NEwWS SERVICE
VIJAYAWADA

Dr NTR University of
Health Sciences has clari-
fied here that 3,543 of the
4,581 MBBS convenor quota
seats, accounting for 77.34
per cent, have been allot-
ted to students belonging
to Scheduled Castes (SC),
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and
Backward Classes (BC) af-
ter the completion of three
rounds of counselling for
the current academic year.

In a press release on
Wednesday, university reg-
istrar Dr T Sai Sudheer ex-
plained the admission pro-
cedures and seat-allocation
details, strongly refuting
what he described as mis-
leading propaganda regard-
ing the allocation of MBBS
seats to students from re-
served categories.

He said there had been
a significant increase in
the number of meritorious
reserved-category students
securing seats under the
open category in the 2026-
27 academic year through
NEET-UG.

Of the 2,026 seats availa-
ble under the open category,
1,213 seats, or 59.87 per cent,
were allotted to meritorious
students from reserved cat-
egories after three rounds of
counseling. In comparison,
the corresponding figure for
the 2025-26 academic year
was 981 seats, accounting
for 51.57 per cent.
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Against backdrop,
the Registrar rejected claims
that Government Order 102
issued this year had disad-
vantaged reserved-category
students in MBBS admis-
sions.

He explained that seats
secured by meritorious re-
served-category candidates
under the open category and
subsequently  relinquished
must be filled by candidates
from the respective reserved
categories in accordance
with the prescribed rules.
He added that admissions
under the constitutional
reservation provisions for
SC, ST and BC communi-
ties were being implemented
separately as required.

Dr Sai Sudheer clarified
that merit-based seat al-
lotments under the Meri-
torious Reserved Category
(MRC) system were made in
accordance with the web op-

tions submitted by reserved-
category candidates and the
applicable admission rules.

He said the university
had also presented its posi-
tion on the matter before the
Andhra Pradesh High Court
recently. Expressing concern
over continued misinfor-
mation while the issue was
under the consideration of
the High Court, he urged
those making such claims to
refrain from spreading mis-
leading information.

The registrar said the
university was conducting
MBBS admissions transpar-
ently and strictly in accord-
ance with established rules
and regulations. He regret-
ted attempts to create con-
fusion among students, par-
ents and the public through
what he termed deliberate
misinformation, and ap-
pealed to all concerned to
avoid such practices.

DAsARI SRINIVASA Rao M

VIJAYAWADA

RETIRED IPS officer AB Venkateswara Rao,
an independent candidate for the Vijayawada
Mayor’s post backed by CPI, CPM and Con-
gress, promised transparent governance, im-
proved civic amenities and a corruption-free "3

administration if elected.

Addressing a press conference at Vijayawa-
da Press Club on Wednesday, alongside CPM
NTR district secretary DV Krishna and APCC
vice-president Kolanukonda Shivaji, he ap-
pealed to voters to rise above party affiliations
and caste considerations and choose their rep-
resentatives based on their commitment to
public service. Venkateswara Rao alleged that
money was being demanded for corporator
seats, with prices ranging from Rs 10 lakh to Rs
70 lakh. He said he would not distribute money
to secure votes and would instead seek public
support based on his vision for the city.

He promised to keep property tax rates at
existing levels for three years, halt annual 15%
hikes and ensure regular drinking water supply
despite the Krishna River and Prakasam Bar-
rage being nearby. He also pledged to protect
wholesale and retail traders, small shopkeep-
ers and street vendors by earmarking suitable
vending zones without obstructing traffic. The
independent candidate said he would work to
rescue children living on the streets and those
forced into begging, provide them with medi-
cal care and rehabilitate them through child-
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Retired IPS officer and independent Mayor

candidate AB Venkateswara Rao addressing
a press conference at Vijayawada Press Club
on Wednesday

care institutions. He set a target of making Vi-
jayawada free of children living on the streets
within three years.

Questioning the incomplete underground
drainage works, he alleged that around Rs
200 crore had been spent while the project
remained unfinished and that the remaining
funds had been diverted elsewhere. He also
demanded an account of the Rs 600 crore in
public donations reportedly received during
the floods and details of permanent flood-mit-
igation measures.

Expressing concern over alleged personal
attacks on social media and the limited time
available to reach voters, Venkateswara Rao
criticised the State Election Commission’s han-
dling of the election process.

He lamented that the Commission had not
allotted him an election symbol so far and
questioned how he could complete his cam-
paign within six days without a symbol.

Expenditure limits fixed to
ensure level playing field

DEEKSHITULA SUBRAHMANYAM
KAKINADA

THE State Election Commission has prescribed expenditure lim-
its for candidates contesting local body elections to curb the influ-
ence of money and muscle power and ensure a level playing field
for all contestants, Kakinada District Election Expenditure Ob-
server Garud Sanket Sunil said. Addressing a training programme
for expenditure observers, Flying Squad Teams (FSTs) and Static
Surveillance Teams (SSTs) at the Collectorate on Wednesday, he
stressed the need for strict monitoring of election related expendi-
ture to ensure transparency and impartiality in the electoral pro-
cess. He directed the teams to coordinate with one another and
ensure that candidates strictly adhere to the prescribed expendi-
ture limits and election rules. Explaining the limits for various
posts, Sunil said ZPTC candidates could spend up to Rs 8 lakh
and MPTC candidates up to Rs 4 lakh. The expenditure limit for
sarpanch candidates was fixed at Rs 4 lakh in major gram pan-
chayats and Rs 2.50 lakh in minor gram panchayats.

VISAKHAPATNAM METROPOLITAN REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rc.No.11021/101/2026/L9 (E-3329821), Dt:21-10-2026

Application of M/s.JSW Industrial Park Limited, Authorised Person
Sri. D Victor Vinod Kumar requesting for approval of Industrial layout for an
extent of Ac.305.7482 Cts., covered in Sy.No.6P, 7, 11, 13, 39P, 40, 41, 42,
43, 44, 45, 46 47, 48P, 49P & 50 of Cheedipalem (V) and Sy.Mo. 4, 5P, 10,
24P, 64, 65,66, 67, 68, 69P, 70, 76, 77, 78,79, 80, 81P, 82 & 83 of
Chinakhandepalle (V), S.Kota (M), Vizianagaram District vide file Rc.No,

M67/018/LPNVMRDAJ2025 is under process in VMRDA,
Hence, the general public are hereby informed to submit their
objections/suggestions any in this regard within 7 days from the date of
publication to VMRDA pertaining to the above approval of layout application
failing which it will be construed that there are no objections/suggestions elc.,
and the above approval of layout application will be processed as per rules.
Sd/- Metropolitan Ct , VMRDA

Hyderabad secures 267-run win over Andhra

Himateja and Tanay stitched together an unbeaten 93-run partnership for the eighth
wicket, turning Hyderabad’s strong position into a match-winning advantage
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LEFT-arm spinner Tanay
Thyagarajan  produced a
match-winning  all-round
performance, claiming 11
wickets and scoring an un-
beaten half-century to power
Hyderabad to a 267-run vic-
tory over Andhra in their
Ranji Trophy Elite Group B
encounter at the Devineni
Venkata Ramana Praneetha
ACA Stadium grounds at
Mulapadu near Vijayawada

on Wednesday.
Hyderabad’s second suc-
cessive  outright  victory

earned them six points, tak-
ing their tally to 12 and plac-
ing them at the top of Group
B points table. The team had
defeated Tripura in its open-
ing match of the season.
Resuming their second
innings at the overnight
score of seven for two while
chasing a formidable target,
Andhra struggled against
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Hyderabad’s Kodimela Himateja, who scored an unbeaten

123 against Andhra
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Hyderabad spinner Tanay Thyagarajan, who claimed 11
wickets for 98 runs against Andhra

Tanay’s left-arm spin. He
dismissed Ricky Bhui (26),
Seeram Venkat Rahul (11),
Saurabh Kumar (4) and Re-
vanth Reddy (14) in quick
succession to reduce Andhra
to 98 for seven.

Tanay returned impres-
sive figures of six for 35in 11
overs after taking five for 63
in the first innings. It was his
third 11-wicket haul in first-
class cricket and his 14th five-
wicket haul in Ranji Trophy.

Left-arm spinner G Aniketh
Reddy complimented him
with three for 57 as Andhra
were bowled out for 130 in
30.5 overs. Venkat Sasikanth
(23) and A Lalith Mohan (17)
offered only brief resistance.
Earlier, Hyderabad posted
275 in their first innings,
while Andhra managed 184,
with Shaik Rasheed scoring
61. Hyderabad consolidated
their advantage in second
innings, declaring at 306 for

seven, with Kodimela Himat-
eja remaining unbeaten on
123 off 202 balls.

Himateja and  Tanay
stitched together an unbeat-
en 93-run partnership for
the eighth wicket, turning
Hyderabad’s strong position
into a match-winning advan-
tage. Tanay contributed an
unbeaten 53 off 64 deliveries,
providing valuable support to
Himateja’s century.

The comprehensive victory

under captain Mohammed
Siraj underlined Hyderabad’s
strong start to the season,
with the side winning both
its opening matches outright.

Hyderabad — First In-
nings: 275 all out in 86 overs

Abhirath Reddy 67, Rahul
Radesh Chigullapalli 58%,
Tanmay Agarwal 42, Pragnay
Reddy 31.

Andhra bowling: Tripura-

na Vijay 4/90, A Lalith Mo-
han 3/78, Saurabh Kumar
3/75.

Andhra — First Innings:
184 all out in 63 overs. Shaik
Rasheed 61, Ricky Bhui 28,
Seeram Venkat Rahul 27,
Tripurana Vijay 25 not out.

Hyderabad bowling: Ta-
nay Thyagarajan 5/63, G Ani-
keth Reddy 2/60, Moham-
med Siraj 1/31.

Hyderabad — Second In-
nings: 306/6 declared in 95.3
overs

Kodimela Himateja 123*
(202b, 10x4, 5x6), Tanmay
Agarwal 49, Tanay Thyagara-
jan 53* (64b, 2x4, 3x6).

Andhra bowling: Kavuri
Saiteja 4/40, Tripurana Vijay
2/119, KV Sasikanth 1/49.

Andhra — Second In-
nings: 130 all out in 30.5
overs M Hemanth Reddy 27,
Ricky Bhui 26.

Hyderabad bowling: Ta-
nay Thyagarajan 6/35, G
Aniketh Reddy 3/57, Ruthick
Mende 1/7.




