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THE State Election Com-
mission has prescribed 
expenditure limits for 
candidates contesting local 
body elections to curb the 
influence of money and 
muscle power and ensure 
a level playing field for all 
contestants, Kakinada Dis-
trict Election Expenditure 
Observer Garud Sanket 
Sunil said.

Addressing a training 
programme for expendi-
ture observers, Flying 
Squad Teams (FSTs) and 
Static Surveillance Teams 
(SSTs) at the Collector-
ate on Wednesday, he 
stressed the need for strict 
monitoring of election 
related expenditure to 
ensure transparency and 
impartiality in the electoral 
process. He directed the 
teams to coordinate with 
one another and ensure 
that candidates strictly 

adhere to the prescribed 
expenditure limits and 
election rules. Explain-
ing the limits for various 
posts, Sunil said ZPTC 
candidates could spend up 
to Rs 8 lakh and MPTC 
candidates up to Rs 4 lakh. 
The expenditure limit for 
sarpanch candidates was 
fixed at Rs 4 lakh in major 
gram panchayats and Rs 
2.50 lakh in minor gram 
panchayats. Ward member 
candidates could spend up 
to Rs 1 lakh in major gram 
panchayats and Rs 60,000 
in minor gram panchay-
ats. For urban local body 
elections, the expenditure 
limit was Rs 20 lakh for 
municipal chairperson 
candidates, Rs 10 lakh for 
Nagar panchayat chairper-
son candidates and Rs 5 
lakh for Nagar panchayat 
ward member candidates. 

He said candidates must 
open a separate bank ac-
count for election-related 
expenditure at the time 
of filing nominations. All 
expenses towards cam-
paigning, vehicles, publicity 
material, rallies and public 
meetings should be routed 
through the account in 
accordance with the rules. 
Candidates must maintain 
a daily expenditure register 
from the date of notifica-
tion until the declaration 
of results and preserve all 
bills, vouchers and receipts 
for verification. 

They must also submit 
a complete election ex-
penditure statement to the 
Returning Officer within 
the prescribed period after 
the results are announced.  
The expenditure observer 
warned that the distribu-
tion of cash, liquor, gifts or 

other articles to influ-
ence voters would not be 
tolerated. SST members 
were instructed to remain 
vigilant at check-posts and 
detect the illegal trans-
portation of cash, liquor 
and gifts. Flying squads 
were directed to respond 
promptly to complaints, 
conduct inspections and 
initiate necessary action. 
He said prior permission 
was mandatory for elec-
tion rallies, processions, 
vehicle campaigns, use of 
loudspeakers, public meet-
ings, flex banners and other 
campaign activities. Candi-
dates should obtain the re-
quired clearances through 
the single-window system 
under the supervision of 
the Returning Officer and 
properly account for the 
expenditure incurred on 
approved events, including 
rallies taken out during the 
nomination process. 

District Auditor Suresh 
Babu explained various 
aspects of expenditure 
monitoring, maintenance 
of records, assessment 
of campaign expenses, 
inspection procedures and 
enforcement of election 
regulations. Members of 
the FSTs, SSTs, Model Code 
of Conduct teams and 
expenditure monitoring 
teams attended the training 
programme. 
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THE police held Martyrs 
Commemoration Day 
at Markapur district po-
lice office on Wednesday, 
for the first time since 
Markapur became a sepa-
rate district. District SP 
Pankaj Kumar Meena 
led the event, while dis-
trict Collector M Vijaya 
Suneetha attended as the 
chief guest and paid trib-
utes to the martyrs. Po-
lice staff gave a guard of 
honour, and a memorial 
parade was held.

The day is observed 
every year on October 21, 
remembering the CRPF 
personnel, who died in an 
attack by Chinese troops 
at Hot Springs in Ladakh 
in 1959. 

Collector Vijaya Sunee-
tha said police work car-

ries great responsibility. 
She said police officers 
stay away from their fam-
ilies and protect people 
in all weather conditions. 
She said the martyrs’ 
sacrifice will always be 
remembered. SP Pankaj 
Kumar Meena said disci-
pline, physical strength, 
and mental courage are 
vital in police service. He 
asked every police officer 
to work for public safety 
in the martyrs’ spirit.

The Collector and the 
SP interacted with Nandi 
Chiranjeevamma, wife 
of martyr Nandi Yesaiah 
from Pedda Nallakalu-
va village in Cumbam 
mandal. He died in a 
Naxalite attack in Adil-
abad district. OSD Nava-
jyothi Mishra, DSP Nim-
magadda Narayana and 
other officers took part in 
the programme.

Collector M Vijaya Suneetha and SP Pankaj Kumar 

Meena paying tributes to martyred police officers in 
Markapur on Wednesday
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ALLURI Sitarama Raju 
district Collector T 
Nishanthi paid tributes to 
police personnel, who laid 
down their lives in the line 
of duty, on the occasion of 
Police Commemoration 
Day at CAH School in 
Talarsig on Wednesday. 
The Collector received 
the guard of honour and 
later laid floral tributes at 
the martyrs’ memorial in 
remembrance of the police 
personnel.

District Superintendent 
of Police Amit Bardar, 
Sub-Collector Kanala 
Chiranjeevi Naga Venkata 
Sahith and Additional 

SP Sruthi participated in 
the programme and paid 
homage to the martyrs. 
On the occasion, financial 
assistance was extended 
to the families of 15 police 
martyrs from the district, 
who lost their lives while 
discharging their duties. 
Collector Nishanthi and 
police officials interacted 
with the bereaved family 
members and enquired 
about their welfare. The 
officials said the sacrifices 
made by police personnel 
in the service of the 
nation and in protecting 
public safety would always 
be remembered. Their 
courage, dedication and 
commitment to duty would 
continue to inspire society, 
they added.

Tributes paid to 
police martyrs

Collector T Nishanthi addressing a gathering on the occasion 
of Police Commemoration Day in Paderu on Wednesday
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PRAKASAM district Col-
lector P Raja Babu and Su-
perintendent of Police V 
Harshavardhan Raju paid 
floral tributes at the martyrs’ 
memorial on Wednesday, 
observing Police Martyrs 
Commemoration Day at 
district police office in On-
gole. They also held a me-
morial parade at the parade 
ground.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Collector Raja Babu 
said police work is a great 
service that builds people’s 
trust. He said 154 police 
personnel gave their lives on 
duty across the country this 

year. He added that crime 
has come down in the dis-
trict over the past year. He 
also praised progress in road 
safety and the protection of 
women. He asked the police 
to stay alert to cybercrimes 
and learn modern technol-
ogy.  SP Harshavardhan 
Raju said that ten personnel 
died in a clash with Chi-

nese troops at Hot Springs 
in Ladakh on October 21, 
1959. They observe this day 
in their memory. He said the 
Government of India has 
recently declared October 
21 as National Police Day. 
He also said that 12 police 
personnel from Prakasam 
district have lost their lives 
on duty since last Septem-
ber. He offered deep condo-
lences to their families.

Additional SP N Yugand-
har Babu read out the names 
of the 154 martyrs. The Col-
lector gave gifts to the mar-
tyrs’ families and flagged off 
a rally. Deputy Transport 
Commissioner R Suseela, 
other senior officers and 
family members took part.
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YSRCP Prakasam district pres-
ident and Darsi MLA Dr Bu-
chepalli Siva Prasad Reddy ac-
cused the coalition government 
of using police and officials to 
stop opposition candidates 
from contesting the local body 
elections. He held a press con-
ference at party office in On-
gole on Wednesday and blamed 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and the NDA alliance 
for violence and bias.

Siva Prasad Reddy alleged 
that BCs reservations in Darsi, 
Kandukur and Addanki were 
changed to Open Category 
overnight. He said this was 
done only to help coalition 
candidates. He also said YSRCP 
candidates were not getting 
native certificates and police 
NOCs.

YSRCP accuses govt of misusing police


