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Dasara festivities conclude 
with Teppotsavam

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

THE 10-day Dasara Saran-
navaratri festivities at Sri 
Durga Malleswara Swamy 
Varla Devasthanam atop In-
drakeeladri concluded on 
Tuesday with the traditional 
Teppotsavam (float festival) 
on Krishna river, marking 
the culmination of the an-
nual celebrations. Maha 
Purnahuthi marked the cul-
mination of the religious 
rituals associated with Saran-
navaratri celebrations.

On the final day, God-
dess Kanaka Durga appeared 
as Sri Rajarajeswari Devi, 
adorned in a green saree and 
traditional jewellery. Devo-
tees thronged the hill shrine 
to have darshan of the pre-
siding deity, while Bhavani 
devotees arrived in large 
numbers, adding to the spir-
itual fervour.

As part of Teppotsavam, 
the processional deities of 
Goddess Kanaka Durga and 
Lord Malleswara Swamy 
were taken on a ceremonial 
ride aboard the illuminated 
Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna 
river. The float festival re-
sumed this year after a two-

year interruption caused by 
high flood levels in the river 
during 2024 and 2025.

Meanwhile, Governor S 
Abdul Nazeer visited the 
temple on Tuesday and of-
fered special prayers to God-
dess Kanaka Durga. Temple 
officials and Vedic scholars 

welcomed him with tradi-
tional honours. After dar-
shan, the Governor received 
Vedic blessings at the Ashir-
vachana Mandapam.

Endowments Secretary 
K Kannababu, Commis-
sioner K Ramachandra Mo-
han, temple chairman Borra 
Radhakrishna (Gandhi) and 
Executive Officer VK Seena 
Naik presented the Governor 
with the deity’s sacred gar-
ments, prasadam and a por-
trait of the Goddess.

The temple authorities, 
district administration, po-
lice and other departments 
coordinated efforts to man-
age the heavy pilgrim turn-
out, with a focus on drink-
ing water, sanitation, queue 
management and security. 
Police personnel, expert 
swimmers and officials from 
the Endowments and Irriga-
tion departments were de-
ployed along the riverfront 

and at bathing ghats to en-
sure devotees’ safety during 
the float festival.

NTR district Collector 
Dr G Lakshmisha and Po-
lice Commissioner SV Ra-
jasekhar Babu supervised the 
arrangements and ensured 
coordination among the de-
partments concerned. On the 
final day, the police regulated 
traffic across Vijayawada to 
facilitate the smooth move-
ment of devotees and prevent 
congestion. The celebrations 
concluded smoothly, with 
temple authorities expressing 
gratitude to all departments 
and personnel who contrib-
uted to the successful con-
duct of the annual festivities. 
Temple authorities thanked 
the departments and per-
sonnel who coordinated the 
arrangements throughout 
the festivities, which also 
witnessed a large influx of 
Bhavani devotees.

Teppotsavam of Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla 

Devasthanam aboard Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna river in 

Vijayawada on Tuesday

77.34% of MBBS seats  
allotted to SC, ST, BC  

students: NTR health varsity
Hans News Service  

Vijayawada

Dr NTR University of 
Health Sciences has clari-
fied here that 3,543 of the 
4,581 MBBS convenor quota 
seats, accounting for 77.34 
per cent, have been allot-
ted to students belonging 
to Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and 
Backward Classes (BC) af-
ter the completion of three 
rounds of counselling for 
the current academic year.

In a press release on 
Wednesday, university reg-
istrar Dr T Sai Sudheer ex-
plained the admission pro-
cedures and seat-allocation 
details, strongly refuting 
what he described as mis-
leading propaganda regard-
ing the allocation of MBBS 
seats to students from re-
served categories.

He said there had been 
a significant increase in 
the number of meritorious 
reserved-category students 
securing seats under the 
open category in the 2026-
27 academic year through 
NEET-UG.

Of the 2,026 seats availa-
ble under the open category, 
1,213 seats, or 59.87 per cent, 
were allotted to meritorious 
students from reserved cat-
egories after three rounds of 
counseling. In comparison, 
the corresponding figure for 
the 2025-26 academic year 
was 981 seats, accounting 
for 51.57 per cent.

Against this backdrop, 
the Registrar rejected claims 
that Government Order 102 
issued this year had disad-
vantaged reserved-category 
students in MBBS admis-
sions.

He explained that seats 
secured by meritorious re-
served-category candidates 
under the open category and 
subsequently relinquished 
must be filled by candidates 
from the respective reserved 
categories in accordance 
with the prescribed rules. 
He added that admissions 
under the constitutional 
reservation provisions for 
SC, ST and BC communi-
ties were being implemented 
separately as required.

Dr Sai Sudheer clarified 
that merit-based seat al-
lotments under the Meri-
torious Reserved Category 
(MRC) system were made in 
accordance with the web op-

tions submitted by reserved-
category candidates and the 
applicable admission rules.

He said the university 
had also presented its posi-
tion on the matter before the 
Andhra Pradesh High Court 
recently. Expressing concern 
over continued misinfor-
mation while the issue was 
under the consideration of 
the High Court, he urged 
those making such claims to 
refrain from spreading mis-
leading information.

The registrar said the 
university was conducting 
MBBS admissions transpar-
ently and strictly in accord-
ance with established rules 
and regulations. He regret-
ted attempts to create con-
fusion among students, par-
ents and the public through 
what he termed deliberate 
misinformation, and ap-
pealed to all concerned to 
avoid such practices.

1,213 open-category seats allotted to meritorious reserved-category students

VMC sets up model polling 
stations to educate voters

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

VIJAYAWADA Municipal 
Corporation (VMC) Com-
missioner HM Dhyanachan-
dra on Wednesday inspected 
a model polling station set 
up at Varalakshmi Nagar 
and the vote-counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola Col-
lege to review preparations 
for the second ordinary mu-
nicipal elections-2026.

The model polling sta-
tion has been designed to 
familiarise voters with vot-
ing process, including pro-
cedures to be followed at 
polling stations, duties of 
presiding officers and poll-
ing personnel, marking their 
choice on ballot papers and 
dropping the papers into 
ballot boxes.

Dhyanachandra said one 

model polling station had 
been established in each 
constituency within the 
VMC limits to create aware-
ness among voters about the 
voting procedure. 

He urged people to visit 
these centres and familiarise 
themselves with the process 
before casting their votes.

Later, the Commissioner 
inspected the counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola College 
and reviewed arrangements 
for transporting ballot boxes 
from polling stations, their 
secure storage, the place-
ment of counting tables, the 
conduct of counting rounds 
and the deployment of per-
sonnel. He also reviewed the 
infrastructure and logisti-
cal arrangements required 
to ensure that counting was 
conducted smoothly and 
transparently in accord-

ance with the directions and 
timelines prescribed by the 
Andhra Pradesh State Elec-
tion Commission.

The Commissioner in-
structed officials to coor-
dinate in advance on staff 
deployment, allocation of 
duties, seating arrange-
ments, ballot box security 
and other counting-related 
requirements. He directed 
them to monitor every stage 
of the election process and 
complete all necessary ar-
rangements in time to en-
sure the smooth conduct of 
polling and counting.

Chief City Planner San-
jay Ratna Kumar, Chief 
Engineer P Satya Kumari, 
Superintending Engineer 
Chandrasekhar, Assis-
tant City Planner Mohan 
Babu and other officials  
accompanied him.

VMC Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra inspecting the model polling station set up at 

Varalakshmi Nagar in Vijayawada on Wednesday

Polling staff urged to ensure 
free, fair municipal elections

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

EMPHASIZING the absolute necessity for 
transparency and impartiality, Joint Collector 
R Govinda Rao and Tirupati Municipal Com-
missioner M Jayakrishna directed polling offi-
cials on Wednesday to strictly implement Elec-
tion Commission rules for the smooth conduct 
of the upcoming Tirupati Municipal General 
Elections.  Addressing presiding officers, as-
sistant presiding officers, and polling staff dur-
ing a comprehensive training programme or-
ganized in the city, the senior officials stressed 
that election personnel must possess thorough 
knowledge of their assigned duties and execute 
them without any operational lapses. 

The training session focused extensively on 
election management protocols, polling station 
arrangements, basic voter amenities, proper 
handling of election materials, and the opera-
tion of traditional ballot boxes. 

The Joint Collector and Municipal Commis-
sioner instructed presiding officers to carefully 
maintain the Presiding Officer’s diary and thor-
oughly study the official election handbook to 
eliminate procedural doubts. 

They explained step-by-step procedures 
regarding pre-polling checks, proper sealing 
of ballot boxes, maintaining strict security, 

enforcing the model code of conduct, and en-
suring the safe transportation and handover 
of ballot boxes to designated reception cent-
ers after voting concludes.  Urging all election 
personnel to remain vigilant, the officials em-
phasized that strict compliance with Election 
Commission guidelines is vital to ensuring a 
free, fair, peaceful, and transparent polling pro-
cess.  Additional Commissioner Sarada Devi, 
Deputy Commissioner Amaraiah, along with 
numerous presiding officers and staff, attended 
the training program to review operational 
readiness across all designated polling stations. 

Tirupati Joint Collector R Govinda Rao 

addressing presiding officers during a 
training programme on Wednesday ahead 

of the Municipal General Elections, as 

Municipal Commissioner M Jayakrishna 

looks on 

Hans News Service 
Tirupati / Chittoor

DISTRICT officials in Tiru-
pati and Chittoor inspected 
arrangements for the MPTC 
and ZPTC elections on 
Wednesday and directed 
election staff to ensure that 
the nomination process was 
conducted smoothly, trans-
parently and in accordance 
with election rules.

In Tirupati, District Col-
lector and District Election 
Officer Dr S Venkateswar, 
along with Tirupati Zilla 
Parishad CEO TN Sobhan 
Babu, inspected the arrange-
ments at the DRDA office 
and the Tirupati Rural Man-
dal Parishad Development 
Officer (MPDO) office.

During the inspection, the 
Collector reviewed election 
preparations, administrative 
arrangements, maintenance 
of records and facilities re-
quired for election duties. He 
also examined the arrange-
ments for receiving nomi-
nations and obtained details 
from the officials concerned. 

Dr Venkateswar instruct-

ed officials to follow the rules 
and guidelines issued by the 
State Election Commission. 
He stressed the need to com-
plete all preparations within 
the stipulated time and en-
sure that nominations were 
received without any diffi-
culties.

In Chittoor, District Col-
lector and District Election 
Officer Sumit Kumar, along 
with District Superinten-
dent of Police Tushar Dudi, 
inspected the nomination 
process for the MPTC and 
ZPTC elections at the Zilla 
Parishad office. The Collec-
tor reviewed the nomination 
arrangements in various di-
visions and issued instruc-
tions to election officials on 

following the prescribed 
rules and maintaining trans-
parency.

He said the election pro-
cess was proceeding peace-
fully across the district 
without any difficulties. Se-
curity and monitoring meas-
ures had been put in place at 
nomination centres to en-
sure the smooth conduct of 
the process. 

The Collector also inspect-
ed MPTC and ZPTC nomi-
nation centres in the GD 
Nellore and Nagari constitu-
encies, where he checked the 
arrangements for receiving 
nominations and advised of-
ficials to perform their duties 
in accordance with election 
guidelines.

Collectors stress transparency 
in MPTC, ZPTC elections

YSRCP has become 
a ‘criminal litigation 
party’: Kotamreddy 

Hans News Service  
Nellore 

NELLORE Rural MLA 
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy 
on Wednesday urged citi-
zens to elect NDA alliance 
candidates in the upcoming 
local body elections, alleg-
ing that the opposition YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP) has 
turned into a “Criminal Liti-
gation Party” aimed solely at 
destabilizing the state gov-
ernment. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence at his office, Kotamred-
dy highlighted that Andhra 
Pradesh has witnessed 
remarkable development 
across all fronts during the 
two-and-a-half-year tenure 
of the TDP-led NDA gov-
ernment under Chief Min-
ister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu. 

He pointed out that de-
spite voters reducing the 
YSRCP to just 11 Assembly 
seats in the previous elec-
tions, the opposition party 
has failed to reform its at-
titude and continues to de-
ploy questionable tactics to 
grab power in civic bodies. 

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

RICH tributes were paid to 
former Member of Parlia-
ment late Paturi Rajagopal 
Naidu on his 29th death an-
niversary at Diguva Magham 
village in Thavanampalle 
mandal on Wednesday.

Amara Raja Group 
Founder Chairman Galla 
Ramachandra Naidu, former 
minister Galla Aruna Ku-
mari, and Amara Hospitals 
Managing Director Dr Gou-
rineni Ramadevi attended 
the commemorative event 
and offered floral tributes at 
the statue of the late leader.

Addressing the gathering, 
Galla Ramachandra Naidu 
recalled the extensive public 
service rendered by Raja-
gopal Naidu, stating that he 
always stood by the people, 
understood their day-to-day 
problems, and worked tire-
lessly for their socioeconom-
ic welfare. 

Former minister Galla 

Aruna Kumari remarked 
that the late parliamentar-
ian remains enshrined in 
the hearts of the public as an 
accessible leader who main-
tained a deep, unbreakable 
connection with his constitu-
ency. She emphasized that 
his commitment to societal 
advancement and public ser-
vice was remarkable, adding 
that walking along the self-
less path he showed is the 
true tribute society can offer 
to his memory.

Rajanna Foundation head 
Rallapalli Satheesh, along 
with local leaders Kumar 
Naidu, Mahesh Kumar, Gopi, 
Parandama Naidu, Bhaskar 
Naidu, and former ZPTC 
member Venkatesh, were 
among the prominent figures 
present to pay their respects. 

A large number of villag-
ers and local supporters also 
gathered at Diguva Magham 
village to honor the memory 
of the veteran politician and 
recall his contributions to the 
region’s development.

Floral tributes offered 
to late MP statue 

Former minister Galla Aruna Kumari and Amara Hospitals 

MD Dr Gourineni Ramadevi paying floral tributes to the 
statue of former MP late Paturi Rajagopal Naidu on his 29th 

death anniversary at Diguva Magham on Wednesday

Nation will remain grateful to 
police martyrs: Collector 

NELLORE: Stating that the 
nation will remain forever 
grateful to police personnel 
who laid down their lives in 
the line of duty, Nellore Dis-
trict Collector Himanshu 
Shukla lauded the police force 
for safeguarding citizens’ lives, 
national sovereignty, and in-
ternal security. 

Participating as chief guest 
at the Police Commemora-
tion Day ceremony held at the 
Police Parade Grounds in Nel-
lore on Wednesday, Collector 
Himanshu Shukla and Super-
intendent of Police Dr Ajitha 
Vejendla paid floral tributes at 
the Police Martyrs’ Memorial. 

Recalling the origin of the 

occasion, the Collector noted 
that October 21 commemo-
rates ten CRPF jawans who 
were martyred fighting Chi-
nese forces at Hot Springs in 
Ladakh in 1959. He urged po-
lice personnel to adopt people-
friendly policing to strengthen 
public confidence. 

SP Dr Ajitha Vejendla re-
marked that wearing the uni-
form is a responsibility, while 
ensuring public safety remains 
a sacred duty. She highlighted 
that ‘Operation Trishul’ im-
plemented in Nellore district 
is yielding excellent results in 
curbing drug abuse, prevent-
ing crimes against women, 
and reducing road accidents.

District Collector Himanshu Shukla and Superintendent of 

Police Dr Ajitha Vejendla paying floral tributes to the Police 
Martyr’s on the occasion of Police Commemoration Day at 

Police Parade Grounds in Nellore city on Wednesday


