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Believe me, the India-US 
trade deal is just weeks away. 
I've been telling you this for 
years. Don't you remember?
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New Delhi

THE country's largest bank, 
SBI, on Wednesday said it is 
investigating the suspected 
exposure of 3,897 customer 
records containing person-
ally identifiable information 
on the dark web, following 
alerts it received on October 
16 from its threat intelligence 
service provider, the Defence 
Cyber Agency, and CERT-In.

A preliminary analysis 
of around 3.75 lakh records 
available on the dark web 
identified 3,897 customer 
records containing sensi-

tive information, including 
registered mobile numbers, 
dates of birth, names, gender, 
email addresses and residen-
tial addresses, State Bank of 
India (SBI) said in the regu-
latory filing on Wednesday.

The exposed information 
reportedly also included 
branch and Customer Infor-
mation File (CIF) identi-
fiers, lead IDs, and metadata 
associated with loan and 
lead records and other 
related files. It said a detailed 
investigation was required to 
establish the authenticity and 
completeness of the exposed 

data, determine the potential 
source and extent of the 
exposure, and assess the 
associated risks to customers 
and the bank.

SBI said it had promptly 

activated its cyber incident 
response and contain-
ment protocols. It had also 
engaged an independent 
cybersecurity agency empan-
elled by CERT-In to conduct 

a comprehensive assessment 
and investigate the alleged 
compromise.

The incident has had 
no material impact on 
the bank's core business 
operations, financial 
performance or business 
continuity, the filing said, 
adding that its core busi-
ness functions continued 
to operate normally with-
out disruption.

A detailed assessment is 
underway, and the bank is 
implementing appropriate 
remedial and preventive 
measures, it said.

SBI probes suspected dark web exposure of 3,897 customer records

NEW DELHI: HDFC 
Bank’s internal investiga-
tion has found evidence 
that two senior executives 
disclosed confidential 
business strategies and 
potentially market-sensitive 
information to outsiders. 
The investigation is still 
underway, with the bank 
examining whether the 
information was misused, 
according to the report. The 

executives, who oversee key 
businesses and functions 
at the lender, have been 
formally informed of the 
findings. It was not imme-
diately clear what discipli-
nary action would follow. 
An HDFC Bank spokes-
person acknowledged the 
internal review but declined 
to comment on its findings 
or identify the executives 
involved. Continued on Page 7

HDFC probe finds senior  
execs leaked confidential info

Jamnagar (Gujarat)

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio on Wednesday visited 
Reliance Industries' sprawl-

ing Jamnagar complex, 
bringing Washington's push 

to deepen energy ties with 
India into focus at a time 

when the Trump administra-
tion is seeking greater access 

to the country's refining 
capacity, more purchases of 

American energy and ex-
panded investment by Indian 

companies in the United 
States.  Rubio, accompa-
nied by his wife, Jeanette 

Dousdebes Rubio, toured 
the world's largest single-site 

oil-refining complex, the 
Vantara wildlife rescue and 

conservation centre, and 
Reliance's emerging clean-

energy manufacturing hub, 
people familiar with the visit 

said. Continued on Page 7 

Rubio pushes energy 
ties, Venezuelan crude 

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor, 
Executive Director of Reliance Industries Limited Anant Ambani with 
wife Radhika Merchant and others during the former's visit to Reliance 
Industries' giant oil-refining complex, in Jamnagar on Wednesday

US Secretary of State visits Ambani's Jamnagar refinery

... dismisses 
India protests as 
internal matter
MUMBAI: US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio on 
Wednesday refused to 
comment on the recent 
protests against the Election 
Commission, terming it an 
"internal political matter." 
Rubio, currently in India 
on an official visit, was also 
dismissive of the reference 
to UN experts' criticism 
of the protests. According 
to a release issued by the 
Department of State on 
Wednesday, Rubio also said 
that the UN "experts are the 
oxymoron." "It's a domes-
tic political matter. I'm 
not going to get involved 
in their politics. This is a 
democracy. 

Continued on Page 7

Washington

US President Donald Trump 
said that India and the US are 
"pretty close" to reaching a 
trade deal, which will be much 
different than the earlier pacts.

Speaking to reporters at 
the Oval Office on Tuesday, 
Trump said India and the 
US were pretty close to mak-
ing a trade deal. "They want 
to make a deal. We're going 
to make a deal. Pretty close, 
yeah," Trump said in response 
to a question. "It's going to be 
a much different kind of deal 

than we've done," the Presi-
dent said.

Trump’s remarks came at a 
time Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio was visiting India and 
discussed further strengthen-
ing bilateral relations focus-
sing on sectors such as trade, 
energy, technology, defence 
and people-to-people ties.

Earlier, Rubio also said 

Washington was “trying to 
finalise a trade deal with In-
dia” and was “very close to 
doing that.”

Earlier this month, Union 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal met US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer in 
Milwaukee and Washington 
to discuss the finer aspects 
of the trade deal. He recently 
said the first tranche of the 
India-US bilateral trade agree-
ment had been finalised and 
was undergoing legal drafting, 
with the government hoping 
to complete the process soon.

India, US trade deal to be 
much different: Trump

NEW DELHI: The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) on 
Tuesday alleged that 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann was 
detained for nearly three 
hours at Delhi's Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port after returning from 
Paris, before officials issued 
him a challan of Rs 50,000, 
claiming they were under 
“tremendous pressure from 
above”.

The party has accused 
the Centre of deliberately 

humiliating Mann and 
creating hurdles in Pun-
jab's progress, linking the 
alleged incident to repeated 
denials of political clear-
ance for the chief minister's 
foreign visits.

Continued on Page 7

Punjab CM detained at  
Delhi airport, fined `50K

Bhagwant Mann

Court orders CJP 
leaders' release
NEW DELHI: A Special 
Executive Magistrate (SEM) on 
Wednesday ordered the release 
of CJP leaders Saurav Das and 
Ashutosh Ranka following the 
expiry of their judicial custody 
in connection with the Octo-
ber 14 protest at Jantar Mantar. 
The two leaders were produced 
before the magistrate, where 
their surety documents were 
also submitted during the 
proceedings. Continued on P7

Ashutosh Ranka (L) and 
Saurav Das,

PM reviews state of 
economy with FM, 
EAC-PM members
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednesday 
held a meeting with permanent 
members of the Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime 
Minister (EAC-PM), Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman and Finance min-
istry officials to discuss the 
state of the economy, sources 
said. "The meeting was on 
the current state of the Indian 
economy. How to navigate the 
economy amid external uncer-
tainties, enhance ease of doing 
business and revisit existing 
policies to attract more invest-
ment were some of the key top-
ics of discussion," they said.

PM to attend 
IAF's air show 
at Varanasi
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is sched-
uled to visit his parliamen-
tary constituency, Varanasi, 
on October 25. During his 
visit, Modi will inaugurate a 
factory in Sevapuri and at-
tend the Indian Air Force’s 
(IAF) aerial display at Namo 
Ghat. Modi will attend the 
air show alongside Uttar 
Pradesh CM Yogi Adity-
anath and other officials. 
The event, titled ‘Indian Air 
Force Aerial Display 2026’, 
will showcase the force’s 
combat capabilities, ad-
vanced technology and fly-
ing skills under the theme 
‘Wings Over Ganges’.

Putin agrees to  
resume trilateral 
talks on Ukraine war 
MOSCOW: President 
Vladimir Putin agreed 
Wednesday to resume 
trilateral negotiations with 
Washington and Kyiv on 
ending the war in Ukraine, 
a Kremlin official said. The 
Russian leader has agreed 
"in principle" to resume 
the talks after November 
10, Putin's foreign affairs 
adviser Yuri Ushakov 
told reporters following a 
meeting in St. Petersburg 
between Putin and US 
President Donald Trump's 
envoy Steve Witkoff. The 
trilateral talks will focus on 
"building a security system 
for Russia and Ukraine 
after the conflict ends," 
Ushakov said. 

eMudhra's  
security code  
compromised

NEW DELHI: Indian digital 
certification authority 
eMudhra has revealed that 
private keys associated 
with its certificates have 
been compromised, which 
verify trusted digital as-
sets and ensure secure 
online data transmission, 
according to an advi-
sory from the cybersecurity 
watchdog Cert-In. Noting 
that eMudhra operates its 
Indian services, including 
eSign, and a global cer-
tificate business, govern-
ment sources said that the 
problem arose in the global 
business, and that the 
impact on India is expected 
to be "limited".

AMID POLL VIOLENCE ALLEGATIONS…

K Varaprasada Rao 
Amaravati

IN a significant late-night 
development, the Andhra 
Pradesh State Election 
Commission (AP SEC) on 
Wednesday ordered an im-
mediate halt to the further 
election process in all 100 
urban local bodies (ULBs) in 
Andhra Pradesh, reversing its 
earlier decision to suspend 
proceedings only in 19 mu-
nicipalities. The decision has 
effectively put the munici-
pal election process on hold 
across the State, pending a 
fresh assessment of allega-
tions that candidates were 
prevented from filing nomi-
nations because of violence 
and law-and-order problems.

The SEC issued the direc-
tive in compliance with the 
Supreme Court’s interim 
order on Wednesday, which 
requires the Commission to 
examine complaints from 
the YSR Congress Party (YS-

RCP) and individual candi-
dates and decide by Thursday 
(October 22), whether the 
nomination deadline should 
be extended in cases where 
obstruction is established.

The Commission had is-
sued notifications for elec-
tions to 13 municipal corpo-
rations and 87 municipalities 
and nagar panchayats. Nomi-
nations were received from 
October 16 to 18, and scruti-
ny was conducted on October 
19. The next stage of the pro-
cess has now been stopped 
across all 100 urban local 

bodies until the SEC takes a 
decision in accordance with 
the court’s directions.

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday directed the SEC 
to examine representations 
and supporting material, in-
cluding video footage and 
other electronic evidence, 
to determine whether can-
didates were denied a genu-
ine opportunity to contest. 
Where the Commission finds 
that candidates were unable 
to file nominations because 
of a breakdown in law and or-
der, it must consider extend-

ing the deadline. The court 
also directed the SEC to post-
pone publication of the final 
list of candidates, originally 
scheduled for October 21, 
until October 25. Any exten-
sion of the nomination dead-
line must provide candidates 
at least 48 hours from the an-
nouncement of the decision 
to submit their nominations, 
with the election notification 
amended wherever necessary.

The order does not pro-
vide for a blanket extension 
of nominations across the 
state. Instead, the SEC must 
assess the evidence and iden-
tify cases in which candidates 
were genuinely prevented 
from filing their papers.

In its Wednesday-night 
order, the SEC said it would 
issue a further decision on 
October 22 after obtaining 
reports from collectors and 
district election authorities, 
as well as commissioners of 
police and superintendents of 
police. The Commission had 
initially halted further pro-

ceedings in 19 municipalities 
following the court’s interven-
tion while allowing elections 
elsewhere to continue. The 
latest directive extends the 
suspension to all 100 urban 
local bodies while the SEC 
completes its assessment.

A special Supreme Court 
bench comprising Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana emphasised that the 
obligation to conduct elec-
tions within a prescribed 
timetable could not over-
ride the need to provide 
candidates a fair opportu-
nity to contest.

The matter is scheduled 
for a further hearing on 
October 27, when the SEC 
and the director general of 
police must submit compli-
ance reports. The Commis-
sion’s decision on Thursday 
will determine whether the 
nomination process is reo-
pened in specific urban local 
bodies or wards and how the 
remaining election schedule 
will proceed.

SEC HALTS POLL PROCESS IN 
ALL ULBs AFTER SC ORDER  

8  Commission to 
decide on extending 
nomination deadline 

8  Final list of 
candidates deferred 
to October 25

8  Any extension must 
provide at least 
48 hours for fresh 
nominations

YSRCP distorting SC verdict: Naidu
K Varaprasada Rao

AMARAVATI: Chief Minister 
Nara Chandrababu Naidu on 
Wednesday accused the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) of distorting 
the Supreme Court's verdict on 

urban local body elections to mis-
lead the public and gain political 
mileage. He alleged that YSRCP 
chief Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy was 
using litigation to obstruct elec-
tions, development, and welfare 
initiatives. Continued on Page 7

8  Warns rebels of 
suspension

8  Directs TDP cadre  
to coordinate with  
Jana Sena, BJP

8  Orders intensified 
grassroots-level 
campaigning

K Varaprasada Rao 
Amaravati

CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu on Wednes-
day called upon the Andhra 
Pradesh Police to set a nation-
al benchmark in maintaining 
law and order by combining 
technological advancement 
with professional efficiency, 
courage and compassion. He 
said security, development, 
employment and public well-
being were closely intercon-
nected, as investor confidence 
in law and order encouraged 
industrial growth and job 

creation. Participating in Po-
lice Commemoration Day at 
the 6th Andhra Pradesh Spe-
cial Police Battalion in Man-
galagiri, Naidu paid tributes 
to police personnel who sac-
rificed their lives in the line 
of duty. He said maintaining 
law and order would remain 
his top priority whenever he 
was in office.

The Chief Minister made it 
clear that crimes committed 
under political cover would 
not be tolerated and that po-
litical connections must never 
protect offenders. 

Continued on Page 7

LAW & ORDER 

Naidu calls upon  
AP Police to set  
nat'l benchmark

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu participating in the Police 
Commemoration Day event in Mangalagiri on Wednesday

Political patronage must not shield criminals
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Dasara festivities conclude 
with Teppotsavam

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

THE 10-day Dasara Saran-
navaratri festivities at Sri 
Durga Malleswara Swamy 
Varla Devasthanam atop In-
drakeeladri concluded on 
Tuesday with the traditional 
Teppotsavam (float festival) 
on Krishna river, marking 
the culmination of the an-
nual celebrations. Maha 
Purnahuthi marked the cul-
mination of the religious 
rituals associated with Saran-
navaratri celebrations.

On the final day, God-
dess Kanaka Durga appeared 
as Sri Rajarajeswari Devi, 
adorned in a green saree and 
traditional jewellery. Devo-
tees thronged the hill shrine 
to have darshan of the pre-
siding deity, while Bhavani 
devotees arrived in large 
numbers, adding to the spir-
itual fervour.

As part of Teppotsavam, 
the processional deities of 
Goddess Kanaka Durga and 
Lord Malleswara Swamy 
were taken on a ceremonial 
ride aboard the illuminated 
Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna 
river. The float festival re-
sumed this year after a two-

year interruption caused by 
high flood levels in the river 
during 2024 and 2025.

Meanwhile, Governor S 
Abdul Nazeer visited the 
temple on Tuesday and of-
fered special prayers to God-
dess Kanaka Durga. Temple 
officials and Vedic scholars 

welcomed him with tradi-
tional honours. After dar-
shan, the Governor received 
Vedic blessings at the Ashir-
vachana Mandapam.

Endowments Secretary 
K Kannababu, Commis-
sioner K Ramachandra Mo-
han, temple chairman Borra 
Radhakrishna (Gandhi) and 
Executive Officer VK Seena 
Naik presented the Governor 
with the deity’s sacred gar-
ments, prasadam and a por-
trait of the Goddess.

The temple authorities, 
district administration, po-
lice and other departments 
coordinated efforts to man-
age the heavy pilgrim turn-
out, with a focus on drink-
ing water, sanitation, queue 
management and security. 
Police personnel, expert 
swimmers and officials from 
the Endowments and Irriga-
tion departments were de-
ployed along the riverfront 

and at bathing ghats to en-
sure devotees’ safety during 
the float festival.

NTR district Collector 
Dr G Lakshmisha and Po-
lice Commissioner SV Ra-
jasekhar Babu supervised the 
arrangements and ensured 
coordination among the de-
partments concerned. On the 
final day, the police regulated 
traffic across Vijayawada to 
facilitate the smooth move-
ment of devotees and prevent 
congestion. The celebrations 
concluded smoothly, with 
temple authorities expressing 
gratitude to all departments 
and personnel who contrib-
uted to the successful con-
duct of the annual festivities. 
Temple authorities thanked 
the departments and per-
sonnel who coordinated the 
arrangements throughout 
the festivities, which also 
witnessed a large influx of 
Bhavani devotees.

Teppotsavam of Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla 

Devasthanam aboard Hamsa Vahanam on Krishna river in 

Vijayawada on Tuesday

77.34% of MBBS seats  
allotted to SC, ST, BC  

students: NTR health varsity
Hans News Service  

Vijayawada

Dr NTR University of 
Health Sciences has clari-
fied here that 3,543 of the 
4,581 MBBS convenor quota 
seats, accounting for 77.34 
per cent, have been allot-
ted to students belonging 
to Scheduled Castes (SC), 
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and 
Backward Classes (BC) af-
ter the completion of three 
rounds of counselling for 
the current academic year.

In a press release on 
Wednesday, university reg-
istrar Dr T Sai Sudheer ex-
plained the admission pro-
cedures and seat-allocation 
details, strongly refuting 
what he described as mis-
leading propaganda regard-
ing the allocation of MBBS 
seats to students from re-
served categories.

He said there had been 
a significant increase in 
the number of meritorious 
reserved-category students 
securing seats under the 
open category in the 2026-
27 academic year through 
NEET-UG.

Of the 2,026 seats availa-
ble under the open category, 
1,213 seats, or 59.87 per cent, 
were allotted to meritorious 
students from reserved cat-
egories after three rounds of 
counseling. In comparison, 
the corresponding figure for 
the 2025-26 academic year 
was 981 seats, accounting 
for 51.57 per cent.

Against this backdrop, 
the Registrar rejected claims 
that Government Order 102 
issued this year had disad-
vantaged reserved-category 
students in MBBS admis-
sions.

He explained that seats 
secured by meritorious re-
served-category candidates 
under the open category and 
subsequently relinquished 
must be filled by candidates 
from the respective reserved 
categories in accordance 
with the prescribed rules. 
He added that admissions 
under the constitutional 
reservation provisions for 
SC, ST and BC communi-
ties were being implemented 
separately as required.

Dr Sai Sudheer clarified 
that merit-based seat al-
lotments under the Meri-
torious Reserved Category 
(MRC) system were made in 
accordance with the web op-

tions submitted by reserved-
category candidates and the 
applicable admission rules.

He said the university 
had also presented its posi-
tion on the matter before the 
Andhra Pradesh High Court 
recently. Expressing concern 
over continued misinfor-
mation while the issue was 
under the consideration of 
the High Court, he urged 
those making such claims to 
refrain from spreading mis-
leading information.

The registrar said the 
university was conducting 
MBBS admissions transpar-
ently and strictly in accord-
ance with established rules 
and regulations. He regret-
ted attempts to create con-
fusion among students, par-
ents and the public through 
what he termed deliberate 
misinformation, and ap-
pealed to all concerned to 
avoid such practices.

1,213 open-category seats allotted to meritorious reserved-category students

VMC sets up model polling 
stations to educate voters

Dasari Srinivasa Rao 
Vijayawada

VIJAYAWADA Municipal 
Corporation (VMC) Com-
missioner HM Dhyanachan-
dra on Wednesday inspected 
a model polling station set 
up at Varalakshmi Nagar 
and the vote-counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola Col-
lege to review preparations 
for the second ordinary mu-
nicipal elections-2026.

The model polling sta-
tion has been designed to 
familiarise voters with vot-
ing process, including pro-
cedures to be followed at 
polling stations, duties of 
presiding officers and poll-
ing personnel, marking their 
choice on ballot papers and 
dropping the papers into 
ballot boxes.

Dhyanachandra said one 

model polling station had 
been established in each 
constituency within the 
VMC limits to create aware-
ness among voters about the 
voting procedure. 

He urged people to visit 
these centres and familiarise 
themselves with the process 
before casting their votes.

Later, the Commissioner 
inspected the counting cen-
tre at Andhra Loyola College 
and reviewed arrangements 
for transporting ballot boxes 
from polling stations, their 
secure storage, the place-
ment of counting tables, the 
conduct of counting rounds 
and the deployment of per-
sonnel. He also reviewed the 
infrastructure and logisti-
cal arrangements required 
to ensure that counting was 
conducted smoothly and 
transparently in accord-

ance with the directions and 
timelines prescribed by the 
Andhra Pradesh State Elec-
tion Commission.

The Commissioner in-
structed officials to coor-
dinate in advance on staff 
deployment, allocation of 
duties, seating arrange-
ments, ballot box security 
and other counting-related 
requirements. He directed 
them to monitor every stage 
of the election process and 
complete all necessary ar-
rangements in time to en-
sure the smooth conduct of 
polling and counting.

Chief City Planner San-
jay Ratna Kumar, Chief 
Engineer P Satya Kumari, 
Superintending Engineer 
Chandrasekhar, Assis-
tant City Planner Mohan 
Babu and other officials  
accompanied him.

VMC Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra inspecting the model polling station set up at 

Varalakshmi Nagar in Vijayawada on Wednesday

Polling staff urged to ensure 
free, fair municipal elections

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

EMPHASIZING the absolute necessity for 
transparency and impartiality, Joint Collector 
R Govinda Rao and Tirupati Municipal Com-
missioner M Jayakrishna directed polling offi-
cials on Wednesday to strictly implement Elec-
tion Commission rules for the smooth conduct 
of the upcoming Tirupati Municipal General 
Elections.  Addressing presiding officers, as-
sistant presiding officers, and polling staff dur-
ing a comprehensive training programme or-
ganized in the city, the senior officials stressed 
that election personnel must possess thorough 
knowledge of their assigned duties and execute 
them without any operational lapses. 

The training session focused extensively on 
election management protocols, polling station 
arrangements, basic voter amenities, proper 
handling of election materials, and the opera-
tion of traditional ballot boxes. 

The Joint Collector and Municipal Commis-
sioner instructed presiding officers to carefully 
maintain the Presiding Officer’s diary and thor-
oughly study the official election handbook to 
eliminate procedural doubts. 

They explained step-by-step procedures 
regarding pre-polling checks, proper sealing 
of ballot boxes, maintaining strict security, 

enforcing the model code of conduct, and en-
suring the safe transportation and handover 
of ballot boxes to designated reception cent-
ers after voting concludes.  Urging all election 
personnel to remain vigilant, the officials em-
phasized that strict compliance with Election 
Commission guidelines is vital to ensuring a 
free, fair, peaceful, and transparent polling pro-
cess.  Additional Commissioner Sarada Devi, 
Deputy Commissioner Amaraiah, along with 
numerous presiding officers and staff, attended 
the training program to review operational 
readiness across all designated polling stations. 

Tirupati Joint Collector R Govinda Rao 

addressing presiding officers during a 
training programme on Wednesday ahead 

of the Municipal General Elections, as 

Municipal Commissioner M Jayakrishna 

looks on 

Hans News Service 
Tirupati / Chittoor

DISTRICT officials in Tiru-
pati and Chittoor inspected 
arrangements for the MPTC 
and ZPTC elections on 
Wednesday and directed 
election staff to ensure that 
the nomination process was 
conducted smoothly, trans-
parently and in accordance 
with election rules.

In Tirupati, District Col-
lector and District Election 
Officer Dr S Venkateswar, 
along with Tirupati Zilla 
Parishad CEO TN Sobhan 
Babu, inspected the arrange-
ments at the DRDA office 
and the Tirupati Rural Man-
dal Parishad Development 
Officer (MPDO) office.

During the inspection, the 
Collector reviewed election 
preparations, administrative 
arrangements, maintenance 
of records and facilities re-
quired for election duties. He 
also examined the arrange-
ments for receiving nomi-
nations and obtained details 
from the officials concerned. 

Dr Venkateswar instruct-

ed officials to follow the rules 
and guidelines issued by the 
State Election Commission. 
He stressed the need to com-
plete all preparations within 
the stipulated time and en-
sure that nominations were 
received without any diffi-
culties.

In Chittoor, District Col-
lector and District Election 
Officer Sumit Kumar, along 
with District Superinten-
dent of Police Tushar Dudi, 
inspected the nomination 
process for the MPTC and 
ZPTC elections at the Zilla 
Parishad office. The Collec-
tor reviewed the nomination 
arrangements in various di-
visions and issued instruc-
tions to election officials on 

following the prescribed 
rules and maintaining trans-
parency.

He said the election pro-
cess was proceeding peace-
fully across the district 
without any difficulties. Se-
curity and monitoring meas-
ures had been put in place at 
nomination centres to en-
sure the smooth conduct of 
the process. 

The Collector also inspect-
ed MPTC and ZPTC nomi-
nation centres in the GD 
Nellore and Nagari constitu-
encies, where he checked the 
arrangements for receiving 
nominations and advised of-
ficials to perform their duties 
in accordance with election 
guidelines.

Collectors stress transparency 
in MPTC, ZPTC elections

YSRCP has become 
a ‘criminal litigation 
party’: Kotamreddy 

Hans News Service  
Nellore 

NELLORE Rural MLA 
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy 
on Wednesday urged citi-
zens to elect NDA alliance 
candidates in the upcoming 
local body elections, alleg-
ing that the opposition YSR 
Congress Party (YSRCP) has 
turned into a “Criminal Liti-
gation Party” aimed solely at 
destabilizing the state gov-
ernment. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence at his office, Kotamred-
dy highlighted that Andhra 
Pradesh has witnessed 
remarkable development 
across all fronts during the 
two-and-a-half-year tenure 
of the TDP-led NDA gov-
ernment under Chief Min-
ister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu. 

He pointed out that de-
spite voters reducing the 
YSRCP to just 11 Assembly 
seats in the previous elec-
tions, the opposition party 
has failed to reform its at-
titude and continues to de-
ploy questionable tactics to 
grab power in civic bodies. 

Hans News Service  
Tirupati 

RICH tributes were paid to 
former Member of Parlia-
ment late Paturi Rajagopal 
Naidu on his 29th death an-
niversary at Diguva Magham 
village in Thavanampalle 
mandal on Wednesday.

Amara Raja Group 
Founder Chairman Galla 
Ramachandra Naidu, former 
minister Galla Aruna Ku-
mari, and Amara Hospitals 
Managing Director Dr Gou-
rineni Ramadevi attended 
the commemorative event 
and offered floral tributes at 
the statue of the late leader.

Addressing the gathering, 
Galla Ramachandra Naidu 
recalled the extensive public 
service rendered by Raja-
gopal Naidu, stating that he 
always stood by the people, 
understood their day-to-day 
problems, and worked tire-
lessly for their socioeconom-
ic welfare. 

Former minister Galla 

Aruna Kumari remarked 
that the late parliamentar-
ian remains enshrined in 
the hearts of the public as an 
accessible leader who main-
tained a deep, unbreakable 
connection with his constitu-
ency. She emphasized that 
his commitment to societal 
advancement and public ser-
vice was remarkable, adding 
that walking along the self-
less path he showed is the 
true tribute society can offer 
to his memory.

Rajanna Foundation head 
Rallapalli Satheesh, along 
with local leaders Kumar 
Naidu, Mahesh Kumar, Gopi, 
Parandama Naidu, Bhaskar 
Naidu, and former ZPTC 
member Venkatesh, were 
among the prominent figures 
present to pay their respects. 

A large number of villag-
ers and local supporters also 
gathered at Diguva Magham 
village to honor the memory 
of the veteran politician and 
recall his contributions to the 
region’s development.

Floral tributes offered 
to late MP statue 

Former minister Galla Aruna Kumari and Amara Hospitals 

MD Dr Gourineni Ramadevi paying floral tributes to the 
statue of former MP late Paturi Rajagopal Naidu on his 29th 

death anniversary at Diguva Magham on Wednesday

Nation will remain grateful to 
police martyrs: Collector 

NELLORE: Stating that the 
nation will remain forever 
grateful to police personnel 
who laid down their lives in 
the line of duty, Nellore Dis-
trict Collector Himanshu 
Shukla lauded the police force 
for safeguarding citizens’ lives, 
national sovereignty, and in-
ternal security. 

Participating as chief guest 
at the Police Commemora-
tion Day ceremony held at the 
Police Parade Grounds in Nel-
lore on Wednesday, Collector 
Himanshu Shukla and Super-
intendent of Police Dr Ajitha 
Vejendla paid floral tributes at 
the Police Martyrs’ Memorial. 

Recalling the origin of the 

occasion, the Collector noted 
that October 21 commemo-
rates ten CRPF jawans who 
were martyred fighting Chi-
nese forces at Hot Springs in 
Ladakh in 1959. He urged po-
lice personnel to adopt people-
friendly policing to strengthen 
public confidence. 

SP Dr Ajitha Vejendla re-
marked that wearing the uni-
form is a responsibility, while 
ensuring public safety remains 
a sacred duty. She highlighted 
that ‘Operation Trishul’ im-
plemented in Nellore district 
is yielding excellent results in 
curbing drug abuse, prevent-
ing crimes against women, 
and reducing road accidents.

District Collector Himanshu Shukla and Superintendent of 

Police Dr Ajitha Vejendla paying floral tributes to the Police 
Martyr’s on the occasion of Police Commemoration Day at 

Police Parade Grounds in Nellore city on Wednesday
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Violence erupts as ZPTC, MPTC 
nomination process begins

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirupati

CLASHES between rival 
political groups, alleged 
attacks on leaders and dam-
age to vehicles marred the 
opening day of ZPTC and 
MPTC nominations in the 
erstwhile Chittoor district 
on Wednesday, forcing 
police to step up security at 
sensitive centres.

Tension prevailed at 
several locations in An-
namayya, Chittoor and 
Tirupati districts as workers 
of the TDP and YSRCP 
accused each other of 
obstructing candidates from 
filing nominations. 

The incidents included 
stone-pelting, alleged 
snatching and tearing of 
nomination papers, and 
confrontations involving 
party leaders and their sup-
porters.

Punganur in Annamayya 
district witnessed multiple 
clashes, with the situa-
tion turning particularly 
tense at the municipal high 
school, where nominations 

were being received for 16 
MPTC seats and one ZPTC 
seat. Workers belonging to 
the two parties allegedly 
attacked each other with 
stones and sticks, leaving 
several people injured.

In another incident in 
Punganur town, former 
vice-MPP Eswaramma of 
Kamatampalliarrived with 
her supporters to file MPTC 
nominations. YSRCP leaders 
alleged that TDP support-
ers obstructed them and 
snatched their nomination 
papers, triggering protests 
and stone-pelting. The con-
frontation reportedly esca-
lated, with sticks and liquor 
bottles being used during 
the clashes. Several cars 
and two-wheelers parked 
along the roadside were 
damaged. YSRCP workers 

staged a protest, accusing 
TDP supporters of attacking 
them and raising slogans 
against the police over their 
handling of the situation.

Tension also prevailed 
in Valmikipuram, where 
police arrested Chintala 
Sai Krishna Reddy, son of 
former Pileru MLA Chintala 
Ramachandra Reddy, at the 
YSRCP office. Objecting to 
the arrest, Ramachandra 
Reddy staged a sit-in at the 
Gandhi bus stand, alleg-
ing that the police had not 
informed him where his 
son was being taken.  Police 
subsequently arrested the 
former MLA and shifted 
him to the local police sta-
tion. In Chittoor, the area 
outside the district Zilla 
Parishad office, where ZPTC 
nominations were being 

received, witnessed further 
commotion. 

Former deputy chief 
minister and senior YSRCP 
leader K Narayana Swamy 
allegedly faced an attack 
when he arrived to support 
the party’s Penumuru ZPTC 
candidate. 

His vehicle was reportedly 
targeted, and he left 
the premises amid the 
disturbance. YSRCP leaders 
also alleged that nomination 
papers belonging to their 
candidates were torn.

In a separate incident, 
Telugu Mahila president 
Karjala Aruna was 
reportedly attacked 
by an individual while 
accompanying a ZPTC 
candidate from Penumuru 
mandal to file the 
nomination. Chittoor town 
police personnel reportedly 
pursued the suspect.

Meanwhile, a motorcycle 
belonging to a YSRCP 
worker was allegedly set on 
fire in Thottambedu  
mandal of the Srikalahasti 
constituency.  According 

to reports, some persons 
stopped the worker while he 
was riding the vehicle before 
setting it ablaze. Tirupati 
MP Dr M Gurumoorthy 
condemned the alleged 
attacks on YSRCP leaders 
and candidates in the 
constituency. He accused 
coalition leaders and 
workers, allegedly acting 
with police support, of 
targeting former MLA and 
Srikalahasti constituency 
YSRCP inchargeBiyyapu 
Madhusudhan Reddy, 
MLC Sipai Subramanyam 
and other party members 
who had gone to 
support candidates filing 
nominations.In Chittoor, 
police had already imposed 
prohibitory orders under 
Section 144 to prevent 
further disturbances.  
During security checks 
near Gangineni Cheruvu, 
police identified a group of 
bouncers from other states 
whose movements were 
considered suspicious and 
escorted them towards the 
district border.

l	Clashes between 
TDP and YSRCP 
workers marred first 
day of nominations 
in erstwhile Chittoor 
district

l	Punganur witnesses 
confrontations, in-
cluding stone-pelting 
and attacks with 
sticks, leaving sev-
eral workers injured

TDP and YSRCP cadre resorting to stone pelting in Punganur 
on Wednesday

Police dispersing the rival groups in Punganur

Car set on fire in Punganur

Visiting Tirupati zoo gets costlier 
as new tariffs come into effect

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirupati

A visit to the zoo is becoming 
costlier for animal lovers, with 
Sri Venkateswara Zoological 
Park in Tirupati raising its en-
try fee for adults by Rs 30 and 
for children by Rs 20, while 
four-wheeler charges have 
been increased to Rs 1,000. 

The revised tariffs, approved 
at the 16th governing body 
meeting of the Zoo Authority 
of Andhra Pradesh (ZAAP), 
came into effect on Wednes-
day, placing an additional 
financial burden on visitors, 
particularly families visiting 
the popular wildlife attraction.

Under the new rates, adults 
will have to pay Rs 100 for en-
try, compared with the earlier 
Rs 70, while the ticket price 
for children has gone up from 
Rs 30 to Rs 50. The charge for 
bringing a four-wheeler into 
the zoo premises has been 
raised from Rs 750 to Rs 1,000. 

The cloakroom fee has also 
increased from Rs 10 to Rs 15 
per bag. This marks the third 
hike in zoo entry charges, 
following earlier revisions on 
May 12, 2018, and February 
1, 2023.

Zoo curator Anurag Meena 
said the revised tariffs would 
help meet the recurring 
expenditure involved in main-
taining the zoological park. 
The additional revenue would 
be utilised for animal care, 
nutritious feed, veterinary 
services, upkeep of animal 

enclosures and improvements 
to visitor amenities.

The increase in four-
wheeler charges is also aimed 
at discouraging excessive ve-
hicular movement within the 
zoo premises. According to the 
authorities, restricting vehicle 
movement would help reduce 
noise and air pollution and 
provide a healthier environ-
ment for the animals.

However, the authorities 
have retained the concessional 
entry fee of Rs 10 per child 
for students from government 
schools. The facility is intend-
ed to encourage schoolchil-
dren to visit the zoo, observe 
wildlife at close quarters and 
develop an understanding of 
environmental protection and 
conservation.

The fee revision has 
nevertheless disappointed 
several visitors, who feel that 
the increased charges could 
make a family outing consid-

erably more expensive. Visitors 
travelling from other districts 
are likely to face additional ex-
penditure, particularly if they 
arrive in hired vehicles.

Madhusudan, a visitor from 
Nellore, said he was fortu-
nate to have visited the zoo 
on Tuesday, a day before the 
revised rates came into force. 

Had he visited on Wednes-
day, he would have had to pay 
Rs 1,000 for bringing his hired 
vehicle into the premises. He 
said the increased vehicle 
charge, coupled with higher 
entry ticket prices and other 
expenses inside the zoo, would 
substantially raise the overall 
cost of the visit.

Several other visitors also 
questioned the decision to 
increase the tariffs, arguing 
that the authorities could have 
explored alternative sources of 
revenue instead of passing the 
additional costs on to animal 
lovers.

A view of the SV Zoo park in Tirupati

Hans News Service  
Kadapa

YSR Kadapa District SP 
Shelke Nachiket Vishwanath, 
IPS, paid rich tributes to 
police martyrs at the Police 
Parade Ground on Wednes-
day on Police Commemora-
tion Day.  Highlighting the 
1959 Ladakh Hot Springs 
ambush, the SP praised po-
lice personnel for perform-

ing hazardous duties during 
emergencies and festivals. 

Additional SP (AR) B Ra-
manaiah read out the names 
of 154 fallen police personnel 
across India. The department 
presented mementoes to 
the families of eight district 
martyrs, with SP Shelke 
Nachiket Vishwanath reas-
suring them of full adminis-
trative support and care for 
their welfare.

SP honors families of eight police martyrs

Hans News Service  
Nellore

TO maintain law and order 
and instill voter confidence 
ahead of the upcoming local 
body elections, the SPSR Nel-
lore district police conducted 
a high-visibility flag march in 
the Nellore Town Sub-Divi-
sion on Wednesday night. 

Around 150 police officers 
and personnel across various 
ranks participated in two 
separate routes covering key 
commercial and sensitive 
areas. 

One march proceeded from 
Madras Bus Stand via Fish 
Market, Shaji Mandir, Kota-
mitta, Janda Veedhi Centre, 
and Chinna Bazaar before 
concluding at Pedda Bazaar. 
Another flag march was taken 
out from Gandhi Bomma 
Centre to Bose Bomma 
Centre, ending at the District 
Police Office (DPO). Through 
this exercise, the department 
sent a clear message that 
robust security arrangements 
are in place to ensure peaceful 
and trouble-free elections. 

Simultaneously, police 
escalated surveillance on indi-
viduals involved in unlawful 
activities during past general 
and local body elections, spe-
cifically focusing on those 
flagged in 2013–14, 2019, 

150 cops take to streets in Nellore 
to instill confidence among voters

Police during a flag march 
in Nellore city ahead of 
local body elections, on 
Wednesday

2020–21, and 2024. Preventive 
security measures are being 
actively executed across identi-
fied sensitive zones. 

Superintendent of Police Dr 
Ajitha Vejendla issued a stern 
warning that strict legal action 
would be initiated against 
anyone violating the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS), Panchayat Raj Act, or 
Model Code of Conduct. 

Emphasizing zero tolerance 
for voter intimidation, induce-
ment, or attempts to disrupt 
public order, the SP appealed 
to all political parties, candi-
dates, and citizens to extend 
full cooperation to ensure elec-
tions are held peacefully.

Hans News Service 
Tirumala

THE heavy rains in Tiru-
mala forced temple authori-
ties to conduct the Parveta 
Utsavam at the Vaibhavotsa-
va Mandapam on Wednes-
day. Concluding the Srivari 
Navaratri Brahmotsavams, 
Sri Malayappa Swamy was 

taken to the venue on a 
Tiruchi. 

Traditionally celebrated 
on Kanuma day after Ma-
kara Sankranti, the ritual is 
also observed following Na-
varatri Brahmotsavams held 
during an Adhika Masam. 

TTD officials and temple 
priests participated in the 
sacred ceremonies.

Heavy downpour forces venue changes 

for Tirumala Parveta Utsavam

Temple priests and 
devotees offering 
prayers during the 
Parveta Utsavam at the 
Vaibhavotsava Man-
dapam in Tirumala on 
Wednesday, following 
heavy rains

Vani Mallela  
Tirupati

THE Tirupati district police force observed 
Police Commemoration Day–2026 with 
deep solemnity at the District Police Parade 
Ground on Wednesday, paying rich homage 
to police personnel who laid down their lives 
protecting public life and property.

District Collector Dr S Venkateswar and 
District Superintendent of Police L Subba 
Rayudu attended the commemorative event 
as chief guests. 

They laid floral wreaths at the police 
martyrs’ memorial, followed by a two-minute 
silence observed by attendees to honor the 
supreme sacrifice of the fallen personnel.

Addressing the gathering, District Collec-
tor Dr S Venkateswar stated that the sacrifices 
of police martyrs will remain permanently 
etched in public memory. Describing the po-

lice force as first responders in times of crisis, 
he praised their swift, selfless service during 
traffic accidents, natural calamities, and law-
and-order emergencies.

The Collector assured that the district ad-
ministration will stand firmly by the bereaved 
families of fallen officers and urged citizens 
to abide by the law and cooperate with police 
authorities to maintain public peace.

District SP L Subba Rayudu remarked that 
police duty is not merely an official job, but 
a noble public calling. He highlighted that 
police personnel remain vigilant around the 
clock, sacrificing personal and family mo-
ments to safeguard society. The SP stressed 
that the truest tribute to martyrs lies in 
carrying out duties with integrity, courage, 
dedication, and a humane approach. 

Municipal Corporation Commissioner M 
Jayakrishna, senior police officials, and fami-
lies of martyrs attended the solemn ceremony.

Police Commemoration Day 2026 observed with solemnity

Collector Dr S Venkateswar and SP L Subba Rayudu saluting 
the Police Martyrs’ Memorial during Police Commemoration 
Day–2026 observances at the District Police Parade Ground 
in Tirupati on Wednesday
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Parishad nominations begin 
amid widespread violence

K Varaprasada Rao  
Amaravati

THE first day of nomina-
tions for the second phase 
of local body elections 
in Andhra Pradesh on 
Wednesday was marked 
by widespread clashes, al-
legations of intimidation, 
destruction of nomination 
papers and police restric-
tions across several districts. 
The violence, reported from 
Rayalaseema to coastal 
Andhra, disrupted the nom-
ination process in multiple 

constituencies, with the YS-
RCP alleging that its candi-
dates were prevented from 
filing their papers.

The elections cover 
10,488 positions, including 
more than 9,900 Mandal 
Parishad Territorial Con-
stituency (MPTC) seats, 
Zilla Parishad Territorial 
Constituency (ZPTC) seats, 
659 mandal parishad presi-
dent posts and zilla pari-
shad chairperson positions. 
These are the first elections 
following the reorganisa-
tion into 28 zilla parishads. 
MPTC and ZPTC elections 
are being contested on party 
symbols, with webcasting 
introduced as part of the 
Election Commission’s di-
rections. Nominations will 
continue until October 23.

The situation was particu-
larly tense in Palnadu dis-
trict. Former YSRCP MLA 
Pinnelli Ramakrishna Red-
dy staged a protest at Mach-
erla, alleging that candi-

dates were being prevented 
from filing nominations and 
that papers had been torn 
up. Several former YSRCP 
MLAs, including Kasu Ma-
hesh Reddy, Vidadala Rajini 
and Pindilli Ramakrishna 
Reddy, were reportedly 
placed under house arrest.

In Rompicherla, former 
MLA Gopireddy Srinivas 
Reddy clashed verbally with 
police while attempting to 
accompany YSRCP can-
didates to the nomination 
centre. 

He staged a road protest 
for nearly three hours, de-
manding that his party’s 
candidates be allowed to file 
nominations. 

DSP Hanumantha Rao 
subsequently assured him 
that they could file their 
papers the following day 
under police protection. In 
Piduguralla, YSRCP ZPTC 
candidate Bharati and her 
husband Lakshma Reddy 
were allegedly attacked by 

unidentified persons, leav-
ing Lakshma Reddy seri-
ously injured. Punganur in 
Annamayya district wit-
nessed some of the most se-
rious violence. TDP and YS-
RCP supporters exchanged 
stones and blows near nom-
ination centres, prompting 
police to resort to a lathi-
charge. A vehicle belonging 
to TDP leader Pavan Kumar 
Reddy was set on fire, while 
Mohan of Gopi Shetti Palle 
sustained critical injuries 
and was shifted to Madana-
palle government hospital. 
Clashes were also reported 
in Sadum, where a vehicle 
was set ablaze.

YSR Kadapa district wit-
nessed intense confronta-
tions. YSRCP MP Y S Avi-
nash Reddy and party leader 
Ravindranath Reddy were 
intercepted while arriving 
in a rally at the Zilla Pari-
shad office. Stones were al-
legedly thrown at the group, 
triggering retaliation before 
police brought the situation 
under control. 

Avinash Reddy staged a 
road protest for around six 
hours, while YSRCP can-
didates reportedly faced 
restrictions and could not 
reach nomination centres. 
The party claimed that not a 
single nomination was filed 
for any of the district’s 39 
ZPTC seats on the first day. 
An unidentified group also 
allegedly set a lorry on fire 
in Pulivendula.

In Kakinada district’s 

Thondangi mandal, a con-
frontation involving former 
minister Dadisetti Raja and 
YSRCP candidates escalated 
into stone-pelting. The YS-
RCP alleged that its candi-
date Ganga Bhavani’s nomi-
nation papers were snatched 
and torn up and that two 
supporters were injured. 

Clashes were also report-
ed in Railway Kodur, Sri-
kalahasti, Pullalacheruvu, 
Singarayakonda, Raptadu, 
Chandragiri, Mantralayam, 
Gudur and Sullurpeta. CPM 
leaders in Kurnool alleged 
that TDP supporters ob-
structed their nomination 
for the Ulchala Mandal Par-
ishad president’s post and 
tore up documents.

In Chittoor, former depu-
ty CM Narayana Swamy was 
allegedly attacked during 
nomination by party candi-
dates at ZP office. 

Meanwhile, the scrutiny 
of urban local body nomina-
tions concluded on Wednes-
day. The YSRCP approached 
the Supreme Court, which 
stayed the announcement 
of final nomination lists for 
19 ULBs. The State Election 
Commission sought reports 
from district collectors and 
SPs and said it would exam-
ine the reports and webcast-
ing footage before deciding 
on the matter. The SEC also 
held a video conference with 
collectors, police chiefs and 
commissioners, directing 
them to address law-and-
order problems promptly.

l	Obstruction, 

attacks and 

destruction of 

nomination papers; 

39 ZPTC seats 

in YSR Kadapa 

district see no 

nominations

l	Clashes reported in 

Palnadu, Punganur, 

Chittoor, Kadapa, 

Kakinada, Nellore 

and other districts; 

police impose 

restrictions and 

detain leaders

l	SEC seeks reports 

on urban polls 

as Supreme 

Court stays final 
nomination lists for 

19 ULBs

TDP activists reportedly obstructing YSRCP leader and former 

Dy CM K Narayana Swamy’s car in Chittoor on Wednesday

Control prices of essential  
commodities, CM tells officials

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

CHIEF Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu directed of-
ficials to take effective meas-
ures to control the prices of 
essential commodities and 
ensure that the impact of 
El Niño-related conditions 
does not burden consumers 
across the country.

During a review meet-
ing on the performance of 
various government de-
partments through the Real 
Time Governance Society 
(RTGS) on Wednesday, the 
Chief Minister stressed the 
need for close monitoring of 
the prices of rice, red gram, 
onions, cooking oil and sug-
ar to prevent unreasonable 
increases.

Reviewing the sale of rice 
through Rythu Bazaars, 
Chandrababu Naidu en-
quired about the public re-
sponse to the government’s 
initiative. Officials informed 
him that the programme 
had received a good re-
sponse, with encouraging 
sales.

The Chief Minister di-
rected officials to explore 
the possibility of making 
fine-quality rice available 
at affordable prices through 
Rythu Bazaars during festi-
vals such as Deepavali and 
Sankranti. He also instruct-
ed them to increase onion 
supplies to ensure that com-
mon people do not face any 
difficulties.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply, he directed 
the officials concerned to 
take stringent measures to 
prevent disruptions under 
all circumstances.

The Chief Minister called 
for accelerating the installa-
tion of rooftop solar panels 
under the PM Surya Ghar 
scheme. Observing that 
Andhra Pradesh was cur-
rently ranked fourth nation-
ally in implementation, he 
said efforts should be inten-
sified to improve the State’s 
position.

 He pointed out that an-
other nine lakh connections 
needed to be installed to 
achieve the target and in-
structed officials to prepare 
and implement an action 

plan to complete the instal-
lations as quickly as possi-
ble.

Chandrababu Naidu also 
directed officials to ensure 
smooth sand supplies with-
out disruptions. He stressed 
the need to make full use of 
technology in governance, 
identify administrative 
shortcomings and rectify 
them immediately.

The Chief Minister called 
for better coordination 
among various government 
departments to improve ser-
vice delivery and ensure the 
effective implementation of 
government programmes.

Chief secretary G Sai 
Prasad and senior offi-
cials from various depart-
ments attended the review  
meeting.

Calls for faster implementation of PM Surya 
Ghar scheme, uninterrupted power supply

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu reviews performence 

various departments at RTGS at the Secretariat on 

Wednesday

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE National Saras Mela–
2026, being held at Punnami 
Ghat here from October 13 
to 31, recorded total sales 
of Rs 5 crore, with two lakh 
products sold as of October 
20.

The fair witnessed an over-
whelming response on Vi-
jayadashami, with more than 
70,000 visitors thronging the 
venue to celebrate the festive 
occasion and shop for prod-
ucts made by women from 
self-help groups (SHGs) 
across the country.

On October 20 alone, the 
mela recorded sales worth 
Rs 1.27 crore, with 48,370 
products sold. The festive at-
mosphere, coupled with the 
arrival of large numbers of 
families and visitors, added 
to the buzz at Punnami Ghat.

Vijayadashami holds spe-
cial religious and cultural 
significance in Vijayawada, 
home to the Sri Kanaka Dur-
ga temple atop Indrakeeladri. 
During the Dasara festivities, 
devotees from across Andhra 
Pradesh and neighbouring 

states visit the city to seek 
the blessings of the presiding 
deity. The festive spirit and 
influx of pilgrims have also 
boosted footfall at the Na-
tional Saras Mela.

The mela offers visitors an 
opportunity to combine fes-
tive shopping with support 
for rural women entrepre-
neurs. Women from SHGs 
across different parts of the 
country are showcasing a 
wide range of products, in-
cluding regional specialties, 
traditional handicrafts, han-

dloom garments, textiles, 
food items and other locally 
made goods.

The strong sales recorded 
on Vijayadashami reflect 
growing consumer interest 
in products made by SHG 
members. The response also 
highlights how festivals and 
large public gatherings can 
open up wider marketing op-
portunities for rural women 
and their enterprises.

By providing a platform 
for women to connect direct-
ly with consumers, the mela 

helps them expand their cus-
tomer base, improve sales 
and increase their incomes.

The cumulative sales of Rs 
5 crore and the sale of two 
lakh products by October 
20 underline the importance 
of national-level market-
ing platforms in promoting 
women-led enterprises.

By bringing producers, 
SHGs and consumers from 
different parts of the country 
together, the mela is help-
ing businesses grow, pre-
serve traditional skills and 

strengthen sustainable rural 
livelihoods.

With the event scheduled 
to continue until October 
31, participating women en-
trepreneurs will have further 
opportunities to reach new 
customers, explore markets 
and expand their businesses.

The National Saras Mela 
at Punnami Ghat has thus 
added an economic dimen-
sion to the spirit of Vijaya-
dashami, bringing together 
devotion, cultural diversity, 
public participation and the 
achievements of rural wom-
en entrepreneurs on a single 
platform.

National Saras Mela logs Rs 5 crore sales in Vijayawada
OVER 70,000 VISITORS THRONG PUNNAMI GHAT ON VIJAYADASHAMI; SINGLE-DAY SALES TOUCH RS 1.27 CR

Visitors shop at the Saras Mela at Punnami Ghat in 

Vijayawada

NAVARATRI BRAHMOTSAVAMS

Pradeep Vennelakanti  
& Dusi Venkateswara Rao   

Tirumala

TTD distributed 22.60 lakh 
Anna Prasadam packets and 
sold 34.34 lakh laddus during 
the Srivari Navaratri Brah-
motsavams, which conclud-
ed successfully with sacred 
Chakrasnanam at Tirumala 
on Tuesday.  

Addressing the media 
along with Executive Officer 
M Ravichandra and other of-
ficials at Annamayya Bhavan 
TTD chairman B R Naidu 
said, the mega event was con-
ducted smoothly through the 
coordinated efforts of various 
departments. Devotees from 
across the world witnessed the 
Moola Virat and Vahana Se-
vas comfortably. Despite con-
tinuous heavy rain on Garuda 
Seva day, devotees participat-
ed in the sacred event with 
devotion, while officials and 

staff performed their duties 
wearing raincoats.

According to TTD, 6.46 
lakh devotees had Srivari 
darshan between October 12 
and 19, while hundi offerings 
amounted to Rs 25.79 crore. 
Around 2.44 lakh devotees 
offered tonsure during the pe-
riod. The APSRTC operated 
13,608 trips from Tirupati to 
Tirumala, carrying 4.01 lakh 

devotees, and 13,667 return 
trips, transporting five lakh 
devotees. TTD’s transport 
wing deployed 39 electric bus-
es and carried around seven 
lakh devotees in 6,900 trips 
over the ten-day period.

Naidu said the arrange-
ments made for Garuda Seva 
received positive feedback 
from pilgrims. About 6,777 
artistes from 252 troupes rep-

resenting 26 states, along with 
Qatar and Dubai, presented 
cultural programmes before 
the Vahana Sevas. On Garuda 
Seva day, 863 artistes from 31 
troupes representing 17 states 
performed. The TTD EO fe-
licitated four outstanding cul-
tural troupes every day.

He added that floral decora-
tions in Tirumala used around 
60 tonnes of flowers, five lakh 
cut flowers and 80,000 sea-
sonal flowers. Electric illu-
minations in Tirumala and 
Tirupati attracted devotees, 
while 36 large digital screens 
helped pilgrims watch the 
Vahana Sevas. SVBC telecast 
the celebrations worldwide in 
enhanced quality, with com-
mentary by eminent scholars.

Around 4,500 Srivari Seva 
volunteers rendered services 
during the nine-day festival. 
Medical arrangements in-
cluded 75 doctors, 10 Srivari 
Arogya Seva doctors, 60 para-

medical staff, 20 ambulances 
and four mobile clinics. Se-
curity was provided by 2,800 
police personnel and 2,000 
vigilance staff, with an addi-
tional 1,000 police personnel 
deployed on Garuda Seva day.

The chairman said TTD 
implemented safety measures 
for elephants, cows, horses 
and bulls participating in the 
Vahana Sevas. Devotees were 
prohibited from directly seek-
ing blessings from elephants 
to ensure the safety of both 
pilgrims and animals.

Naidu said that around 600 
TTD employees from various 
departments in Tirupati ren-
dered special services during 
Garuda Seva. Sectoral and 
in-charge officers monitored 
pilgrim facilities round the 
clock. Additional EO Ch Ven-
kaiah Chowdary, CVSO KV 
Murali Krishna and other offi-
cials were present at the media 
conference.

TTD distributes 22.60 lakh Anna Prasadam packets 
Chairman B R Naidu says  a total of 6.46 lakh devotees had Srivari darshan from October 12 to 19

TTD chairman B R Naidu along with EO M Ravichandra and 

additional EO Ch Venkaiah Chowdary speaking to the media 

in Tirumala on Tuesday

SC gave SEC free hand to SEC, says TDP 
Hans News Service  

Vijayawada

THE Supreme Court has 
not pulled up the Andhra 
Pradesh government or the 
State Election Commission 
(SEC) over the ongoing ur-
ban local body elections, but 
has merely empowered the 
poll body to independently 
examine complaints and en-
sure free, fair and peaceful 
elections, TDP legal advisor 
Posani Venkateswarlu said 
on Wednesday.

Speaking on the final day 
of publication of nomina-
tions for municipal corpo-
rations and municipalities, 
Venkateswarlu dismissed 
reports suggesting the apex 
court had found fault with 
the election process. He 
clarified that the court’s or-
der only authorises the SEC 
to scrutinise complaints 
from candidates who alleg-
edly could not file nomina-
tions due to local law and 
order issues.

According to him, the 
Supreme Court directed 

the SEC to assess each 
complaint on merit and de-
termine whether genuine 
disruptions prevented can-
didates from entering the 
fray. If such claims are found 
valid, the commission has 
been instructed to provide 
another opportunity for fil-
ing nominations. The SEC 
has been asked to take a 
decision within a day, while 
constituencies where re-
nominations are permitted 
will get a two-day extension 
in the election schedule to 
facilitate a peaceful process.

Rejecting claims that the 

court reprimanded either 
the government or the SEC, 
Venkateswarlu said the apex 
court neither blamed any 
political party nor specified 
the number of constituen-
cies that may require in-
tervention. He noted that 
while reports have referred 
to disturbances in around 
19 locations, including sev-
eral in Kadapa district, the 
court’s focus remains solely 
on verifying the complaints 
before it.

Accusing some sections of 
distorting the court’s order 
for political gains, Posani 
urged the public not to be 
misled by speculative nar-
ratives. He maintained that 
compared to the violence-
marred local body elections 
of 2021, the current election 
process has remained largely 
peaceful.

“The Supreme Court’s or-
der is a safeguard to protect 
democratic participation 
and address genuine griev-
ances, not an indictment 
of the election machinery,”  
he asserted.

 Dasari Srinvasa Rao  
Vijayawada

   CPM state secretary V Srini-
vasa Rao warned the state 
government against turn-
ing local body elections into 
a farce, alleging that ruling 
coalition leaders had resorted 
to intimidation, attacks, kid-
nappings and destruction of 
nomination papers to prevent 
opposition candidates from 
contesting.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Balotsav Bhavan here 
on Wednesday, along with 
CPM State secretariat mem-
bers Y Venkateswara Rao and 
Central Committee Member 
D Ramadevi, he alleged that 
Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu was encouraging 
undemocratic practices. He 
also accused the police of sup-
porting ruling party leaders 
instead of protecting candi-
dates. Questioning the ruling 

coalition’s claims of unani-
mous victories, Srinivasa Rao 
asked why opposition candi-
dates were allegedly prevent-
ed from filing nominations if 
the victories reflected genuine 
public support. 

He alleged that several 
unanimous victories had been 
secured through coercion and 
said the practices followed by 
the TDP-led coalition resem-
bled those of the previous YS-
RCP government.

Don’t turn local body polls into a farce: CPM to govt

CPM state secretary V Srinivasa Rao, along with party state 

secretariat member Y Venkateswara Rao and Central Committee 

member D Ramadevi, addressing a press conference at Balotsav 

Bhavan in Vijayawada on Wednesday    Photo: Ch Venkata Mastan

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

A low-pressure area is likely to form over the 
southeast and adjoining east-central Bay of 
Bengal by Friday under the influence of a sur-
face circulation entering the North Andaman 
Sea, Andhra Pradesh State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (APSDMA) Managing Direc-
tor Prakhar Jain said on Wednesday.

He said the system was likely to move north-
westwards and intensify further over the sub-
sequent three days. Under its influence, heavy 
rainfall is likely in the coastal Andhra Pradesh 

region during the coming week.
Prakhar Jain advised fishermen not to ven-

ture into the sea from Sunday onwards. Those 
who had already gone fishing were advised to 
return to shore before conditions deteriorated.

Meanwhile, scattered light to moderate 
rainfall accompanied by lightning is likely in 
Prakasam, Nellore and Tirupati districts on 
Thursday, he said.

The APSDMA is monitoring the developing 
weather system and has urged fishermen to fol-
low official advisories and take necessary pre-
cautions in view of the possibility of worsening 
weather conditions over the Bay of Bengal.

Low-pressure likely, heavy rain forecast in coastal AP
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CM congratulates 
para-badminton 
silver medalist

CHENNAI: Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay on Wednesday 
congratulated the Indian men’s 
doubles badminton team and 
Tamil Nadu para-athlete Si-
varajan Solaimalai for winning 
the silver medal at the ongoing 
fifth Asian Para Games in Ja-
pan. In a social media post, 
Vijay announced a substantial 
cash incentive of Rs 50 lakh 
from the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment to honour Solaimalai’s 
remarkable achievement.
Praising the athlete’s dedica-
tion and perseverance, the 
government noted that this 
victory serves as a powerful 
inspiration for aspiring para-
athletes across the state, wish-
ing him continued success in 
bringing further glory to Ta-
mil Nadu and India.

Govt puts 8,200 
personnel on alert 
as N-E monsoon  
intensifies
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu has 
placed around 8,200 fire and 
rescue personnel on alert as 
the northeast monsoon in-
tensifies, deploying specialist 
teams in vulnerable areas and 
mobilising boats, emergency 
equipment and volunteers to 
respond to flooding.   The Ta-
mil Nadu Fire and Rescue Ser-
vices Department has directed 
its 375 fire stations and three 
rescue stations at Hogenakkal, 
Kotagiri and Chennai’s Ma-
rina Beach to remain opera-
tional round the clock.

National and State Disaster 
Response Force teams have 
also been deployed in areas 
facing heavy rainfall. Police 
and fire personnel are moni-
toring approximately 4,400 
locations identified by the 
State Disaster Management 
Authority as vulnerable to 
flooding. The fire department 
is separately maintaining sur-
veillance over 1,343 low-lying 
locations across Tamil Nadu.
Rescue teams have been posi-
tioned at 125 locations where 
previous floods caused sig-
nificant casualties and prop-
erty damage. Each deploy-
ment comprises 20 personnel 
equipped with rescue vehicles, 
rubber boats, drones and life 
jackets.District-level prepara-
tions include two commando 
teams, trained rescue swim-
mers and personnel specialis-
ing in rope operations. Equip-
ment kept ready includes 
motorboats, rubber boats, 
power saws for removing fall-
en trees, pumps for draining 
floodwater, ropes and life jack-
ets. Advanced devices, includ-
ing rope launchers, rope riders 
and motion-imaging cameras, 
are available to help locate 
and rescue people trapped 
amid debris. Walkie-talkies 
have been readied to maintain 
communication if regular net-
works are disrupted, officials 
said.

Govt hikes  
contingency fund 
for police stations
CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu 
government on Wednes-
day substantially hiked the 
monthly contingency fund for 
all police stations in the state, 
allocating over Rs 71 crore an-
nually for the purpose. This 
hike will help “to prevent and 
eradicate corrupt practices,” 
an official release from the 
government said.Chief Minis-
ter C Joseph Vijay announced 
the hike during the demand 
for grants for the police de-
partment for the year 2026-27 
in Assembly, the release add-
ed. The initiative is designed 
to meet the rising day-to-day 
administrative and operation-
al expenses of police stations. 
The government noted that 
enhancing these funds will re-
duce the stations’ dependence 
on unofficial financial sources, 
thereby helping to prevent and 
eradicate corrupt practices. 
Under the revised structure, 
police stations across the state 
have been classified into three 
categories based on the vol-
ume of crimes registered.The 
monthly contingency fund 
allocation has been increased 
from Rs 3,750 to Rs 30,000 
for the first category, from 
Rs 6,000 to Rs 40,000 for the 
second category, and from Rs 
8,250 to Rs 50,000 for the third 
category.

Modi expresses grief over demise of 
Sengol craftsman Vummidi Ethiraj

Chennai

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi has expressed grief 
over the passing of Vummidi 
Ethiraj, remembering his role 
in crafting the historic Sen-
gol presented to India’s first 
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and honouring his 
contribution to the country’s 
cultural heritage. 

The master craftsman, 
who was born on Novem-
ber 25, 1926, passed away on 
Wednesday.In a condolence 
message issued in English 
and Tamil, PM Modi recalled 
Ethiraj’s association with the 
sceptre, which was installed 
in the new Parliament build-
ing in 2023.

He extended his condo-
lences to the craftsman’s 
family and admirers. The 
Prime Minister said Ethiraj 
belonged to a distinguished 
family based in Tamil Nadu 
and would be remembered 
for helping create an object 
closely associated with India’s 
journey to Independence.

PM Modi also recalled 
meeting Ethiraj when the 
Sengol received renewed 
national attention during 
preparations for the inaugu-
ration of the new Parliament 

building.He said the meeting 
provided an opportunity to 
thank the veteran craftsman 
for his service to the nation 
and its culture.

Describing the installa-
tion as an honour for his 
government, PM Modi said 
the decision gave the Sengol 
a prominent place in Parlia-
ment, bringing its history 
and craftsmanship before a 
new generation.

His tribute highlighted 
the connection between tra-

ditional artistic skills and 
the country’s national story, 
recognising Ethiraj’s work 
as part of a cultural legacy 
that continued to resonate 
decades after the sceptre was 
made.

The Sengol was crafted by 
the Chennai-based Vummidi 
Bangaru Chetty family and 
presented to Nehru in 1947. 
Its installation near the Lok 
Sabha Speaker’s chair on May 
28, 2023, brought renewed 
recognition to the family and 

the artisans associated with 
its creation.

For Ethiraj, that recogni-
tion connected work un-
dertaken around the time of 
Independence with a major 
event in contemporary par-
liamentary history. His meet-
ing with PM Modi became 
part of the public acknowl-
edgement of the family’s con-
tribution.

The Prime Minister’s mes-
sage focused on both that 
historical association and 
the human skill behind the 
Sengol. He remembered 
Ethiraj as a craftsman whose 
life reflected the enduring 
relationship between India’s 
traditions and its national 
development.

The tribute also drew at-
tention to the people behind 
historic objects, acknowl-
edging how their skills can 
preserve cultural memory 
across generations. In recall-
ing their meeting, PM Modi 
placed Ethiraj’s personal con-
tribution alongside the wider 
significance attached to the 
Sengol.PM Modi concluded 
by conveying sympathy to 
the bereaved family and 
those who admired Ethiraj, 
ending his message with the 
prayer, “Om Shanti”.

Recalls his contribution to India’s heritage

EPS grip on AIADMK machinery 
could blunt fresh leadership challenges

Chennai

AIADMK General Secretary, 
Edappadi K Palaniswami, fac-
es renewed questions over his 
leadership following the par-
ty’s defeats in the Maduran-
takam and Dharapuram As-
sembly bye-elections, but his 
control over its organisational 
machinery could limit efforts 
to mount an internal chal-
lenge. 

Senior leaders S.P. Veluma-
ni and C Ve Shanmugam are 
reportedly seeking a leader-
ship change amid dissatis-
faction over the party’s elec-
toral performance.However, 
Palaniswami’s earlier organi-
sational changes are believed 
to have strengthened his 
position within the General 
Council, the body central to 
any leadership contest.

The removal of dissenting 
functionaries from key posts 
has reduced their influence 
within the party and nar-
rowed their ability to mobilise 
support.Changes affecting 
their representation and vot-
ing strength have also made 
it harder for disgruntled lead-
ers to translate dissatisfaction 
into an effective challenge.

Several functionaries as-
sociated with the Velumani 
faction reportedly lost organi-
sational positions, weaken-

ing the group’s district-level 
networks.Their reduced pres-
ence in the party structure has 
given Palaniswami an advan-
tage as demands grow for a 
General Council meeting to 
review the bypoll setbacks.

With around 2,300 mem-
bers, the General Council 
has emerged as the principal 
arena for the unfolding strug-
gle.Palaniswami’s supporters 
are believed to command a 
majority, potentially allowing 
him to withstand criticism 
and retain control even if a 
meeting is convened.

For the dissenters, a coun-
cil meeting would provide an 
opportunity to question elec-
toral strategy, organisational 
decisions and the leadership’s 
response to successive set-
backs.Their immediate task, 

however, would be to secure 
support beyond their existing 
circles and demonstrate that 
their concerns reflect broader 
sentiment.

The defeats have supplied 
fresh grounds for demands 
for accountability, but elector-
al disappointment alone may 
not alter the internal balance 
of power.Any attempt to press 
for leadership change would 
require substantial backing 
within the council and among 
influential district functionar-
ies. Palaniswami, meanwhile, 
must manage discontent 
while responding to concerns 
about the AIADMK’s abil-
ity to regain electoral mo-
mentum.His organisational 
strength offers protection 
against an immediate revolt, 
although it does not resolve 
the political questions raised 
by the results.

The coming weeks could 
test whether dissatisfied lead-
ers can build a wider coali-
tion or whether Palaniswami’s 
command of the party struc-
ture will keep the challenge 
contained.

For now, the balance ap-
pears to favour the general 
secretary, with his critics 
facing a considerable gap 
between expressing dissent 
and securing the numbers  
needed to act.

Political repression, says BJP chief on NTK leader Karthika’s arrest
Chennai

TAMIL Nadu BJP presi-
dent NainarNagenthran has 
condemned the arrest of 
Karthika, the Naam Tami-
lar Katchi (NTK) candidate 
in the recent Dharapuram 
Assembly by-election, ac-
cusing Chief Minister Vi-
jay’s government of using 
the police to settle political 
scores. 

In a post on X, Nagen-
thran alleged that the early-
morning arrest on Tuesday 
of Karthika and other NTK 

functionaries amounted to 
political repression. He said 
retaliatory action against 
opponents was incompat-
ible with healthy politics 
and strongly condemned 
attempts to silence women 
participating in public life.

Karthika, who contested 
the Dharapuram bypoll on 
behalf of the NTK, was ar-
rested in connection with 
cases reportedly registered 
during the election period. 
The action has drawn criti-
cism from opposition par-
ties, which have accused the 

ruling TVK government of 
targeting political rivals.

Questioning the circum-
stances of the arrest, Na-
genthran alleged that police 
entered Karthika’s residence 
around 5 a.m. He asked why 
such an operation was nec-
essary against a woman who 
is the mother of two daugh-
ters.

“What kind of terrorist is 
Karthika that the police had 
to enter her house at five in 
the morning to arrest her?” 
he asked.The BJP president 
questioned why the police 
could not have issued a 
summons and asked her to 

appear before investigators 
instead of taking her into 
custody in this manner.

He also alleged that the 
operation violated restric-
tions governing the arrest of 
women between sunset and 
sunrise. His post did not in-
dicate whether police had 
obtained judicial permis-
sion for the early-morning 
arrest or explain the precise 
charges against her.

Nagenthran asked wheth-
er the treatment of Karthika 
reflected the respect the Vi-
jay government extended 

to women in public life.
He described the action as 
harassment and an attempt 
to suppress women who 
express political opinions. 
He further accused the gov-
ernment of concentrating 
on alleged wrongdoing by 
opposition members while 
overlooking allegations in-
volving ruling-party func-
tionaries.

Referring to allegations 
of sexual offences and drug-
related activities involving 
party members, he claimed 
that political hostility was 

diverting the government’s 
attention from its respon-
sibilities.Nagenthran urged 
the Chief Minister to stop 
using the law according to 
personal preferences and 
political dislikes and instead 
ensure that law enforce-
ment agencies prioritised 
public safety. His criticism 
followed the AIADMK’s 
condemnation of Karthika’s 
arrest, adding to opposition 
pressure on the government 
over its handling of elec-
tion-related cases against 
political opponents.

CM launches state-wide rainwater 
harvesting awareness campaign

Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay on Wednes-
day launched a state-wide 
awareness campaign to pro-
mote rainwater harvesting, 
unveiling a dedicated logo 
and a mascot named ‘Thuli’.

During the event, Vijay in-
spected models of rainwater 
harvesting systems designed 

to encourage water conser-
vation among the public.The 
mascot, ‘Thuli’, which means 
a drop of water, is depicted as 
a blue water character carry-
ing a house, highlighting the 
importance of rainwater har-
vesting in residential build-
ings.

The campaign comes 
ahead of the Northeast 
monsoon, the state’s pri-

mary source of rainfall.The 
initiative follows a petition 
submitted by Chennai Resi-
dent Welfare Associations 
(RWAs) in mid-September, 
urging the CM to strictly 
enforce rainwater harvest-
ing norms across the city 
and launch large-scale public 
awareness programmes on 
water conservation, official 
sources said.

Kolkata

THE first ever Durga Puja 
held with the campus of 
the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Madras 
turned out to be a great 
hit, with more than 2,500 
people attending over the 
last four days. The Durga 
Puja has been organised 
by the IIT Madras Bengali 
community in association 
with Diganto.

Diganto is an independ-
ent student body and cul-
tural club under Sangam -- 
the institute’s cultural club 
umbrella.It celebrates Ben-
gali culture, language and 
festivals on campus.”The 
five-day festivities bring the 
vibrant traditions and cul-
tural spirit of Bengal to the 
campus, from Sasthi even-
ing to Vijaya Dashami,” IIT 
Madras said in a statement.

From Vedic chanting, 

Homam and Arati to the 
participation of IIT Madras 
Director V. Kamakoti, 
who joined the rituals and 
chanted chapters from 
the Durga Saptashati, the 
celebrations are filled with 
devotion, cultural heritage 
and community spirit,” it 
said.

The Puja was organised 
at the institute’s commu-
nity hall and everybody, 
including people from the 
neighbourhood were en-
couraged to participate.”It 
has brought together stu-
dents, faculty, staff, campus 
families and visitors from 
across Chennai, reflecting 
the inclusive spirit of IIT 
Madras,” the institute said.

A professor said how 
attention was paid to every 
detail. There were some 
who got the opportunity 
to participate in a Durga 
Puja for a first time and all 

the rituals were explained 
to them.”It turned out to 
be a cultural melting point. 
Locals, as well as people 
from other regions in 
the country participated 
wholeheartedly. That is 
what made the effort a 
great success,” he added.

Chennai has about 8-10 
prominent Durga Pujas 
organised by the Bengali 
community.The scale of 
the festivities draws people 
from the state to partici-
pate.Durga Puja is primari-
ly celebrated in a big way in 
the country’s eastern states, 
comprising West Bengal, 
Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
and the Northeastern states 
of Assam and Tripura.

There are subtle 
variations across the states, 
though the primary theme 
remains intact.”By organis-
ing the Durga Puja for the 
first time on campus, the 

students, teachers, and staff 
have paved the way for 
an integration of culture. 
At the same time, Bengali 
students and families liv-
ing on campus get a feel 
of being at home during 
this festive occassion,” the 
professor noted.”The event 
was not only about religion, 
but an exchange of culture,” 
he said.

People got to learn of the 
traditional offerings made 
to the Goddess, such as the 
concept of Bhog.They got 
to learn about the signifi-
cance of rituals like Sandhi 
Puja.”People got to know 
how the Goddess is treated 
as a daughter during Durga 
Puja. 

Tomorrow, they will 
witness her send-off, as 
she sets off for Lord Shiva’s 
abode in Mt. Kailash with 
her children,” the teacher 
said.

Maiden Durga Puja celebrations 
at IIT Madras a big success

Chennai

PMK president Anbumani 
Ramadoss on Wednesday 
urged the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to allocate sufficient 
funds for the rural employ-
ment guarantee scheme, 
calling the state’s recent al-
location of Rs 100 crore an 
ineffective gesture that falls 
drastically short of what is re-
quired to provide additional 
work days.

In a statement, the PMK 
leader stated that while the 
Tamil Nadu government’s ob-
jective to provide 150 days of 
employment annually under 
the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM 
G) scheme is commendable, 
the funds earmarked for the 

initiative are grossly inad-
equate. “Although the initial 
announcement of providing 
150 days of work featured in 
the TVK election manifesto, 
the central government re-
cently modified the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) to increase 
guaranteed work from 100 
to 125 days per year,” he said, 
adding, “to cover the remain-
ing 25 days, the state govern-
ment issued an order allocat-
ing Rs 100 crore.”

Anbumani questioned the 
feasibility of implementing 
the poll promise with such a 
“minuscule” fund.Stating that 
81.08 lakh families in Tamil 
Nadu have registered under 
the scheme, with 69.11 lakh 
families actively seeking and 
receiving work, Anbumani 
said the breakdown of daily 
expenses per worker includes 
a direct wage of Rs 271.38, 
material and skilled labour 
costs of Rs 208.64, and ad-
ministrative costs of Rs 53.

“Together, the daily cost 
per beneficiary amounts 
to Rs 532.02, shared by the 
central and state govern-
ments,” he said and claimed 
that to provide employment 
for 69.11 lakh active families 
across the state, the govern-
ment requires Rs 367.68 crore 

per day. Pointing out that 
since the additional 25 days 
of employment are a state 
initiative, the entire finan-
cial burden must be borne 
by the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, he said providing 25 
days of extra work would re-
quire at least Rs 9,192 crore, 
making the allocated Rs 100 
crore merely 1.08 per cent of 
the required budget, which 
is a sum insufficient to fund 
even a single day of work for 
all beneficiaries.

The former union min-
ister called upon the state 
government to hold nego-
tiations with the Centre to 
secure the required funds 
while simultaneously in-
creasing its own budget al-
location to uplift rural liveli-
hoods.

PMK urges govt to allocate adequate 
funds for rural employment scheme

Chennai Corporation’s first food  
court delayed, opening pushed to 2027

Chennai

RESIDENTS will have to wait until 2027 to visit 
the Greater Chennai Corporation’s first food 
court, with construction of the Rs 4.24-crore 
facility at Indira Nagar Third Avenue in Adyar 
progressing well behind its original schedule.  

Only about 40 per cent of the project has 
been completed, more than a year after it was 
announced. Initially scheduled to welcome visi-
tors during Pongal 2026, the food court missed 
that deadline and a subsequent opening target 
in August. The Corporation is developing the 
facility on land occupied by an unused shopping 
complex belonging to the civic body. A portion 
of the old complex was demolished to make way 
for the project, with foundation and structural 
work beginning earlier this year. The food court 
will accommodate 30 shops in two sizes. Smaller 
outlets will measure 110 square feet each, while 
the larger units will cover 220 square feet.

Announced on July 7, 2025, the project was 
expected to bring food outlets together at a sin-
gle Corporation-owned location. However, the 
slow pace of construction has repeatedly pushed 

back the date on which residents can use the fa-
cility. Corporation officials attributed the delay 
to the 2026 Assembly election and the subse-
quent change in government. Structural work 
on the shops is now expected to be completed by 
December, according to a senior GCC official.
Completion of the buildings, however, will not 
immediately pave the way for opening the food 
court. The Corporation must also select an op-
erator through a tender process scheduled to be-
gin in January 2027. The civic body has decided 
to adopt a revenue-sharing arrangement under 
a public-private partnership model. Instead of 
directly renting individual shops to restaurant 
brands, franchises or other food businesses, it 
will lease the entire facility to a single operator.
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AHEAD of RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat’s annual Dasara speech on 

Tuesday morning, there were specula-
tions among anti-government com-
mentators and analysts that there 
would be hints of a rift within the 
saffron brotherhood. The invitation 
to former vice-president Jagdeep 
Dhankhar and the proprietor-editor of 
a prominent eight-leaning newspaper, 
whose ties with the government have 
recently reportedly been strained, kept 
the rumour mill churning. Dhankhar’s 
unceremonious removal last year—
though it was technically a resignation 
on health grounds—resulted in his 
complete marginalisation in the Sangh 
ecosystem. The newspaper has been 
publishing donation theft news in Ayo-

dhya very prominently, which was seen 
as an attempt to annoy the Narendra 
Modi regime. The speculation, how-
ever, seems to be the result of wishful 
thinking rather than information and 
intelligence. At least, Bhagwat has not 
said anything that can be called criti-
cal of the government. In fact, he has 
come to the rescue of the powers that 
be by trying to link the ongoing violent 
protests in France and other European 
countries, and the earlier ones in Bang-
ladesh and Nepal, with the agitation in 
India, thus validating the government’s 
narrative that the movement against 
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Gyanesh Kumar is politically moti-
vated. “A storm has blown in the west. 
Look at what transpired in France, 

Bangladesh and Nepal. Regime change 
will not happen in India. Such attempts 
continue in India as well. India has 
moved forward with steadfast resolve, 
and the collective vitality (purushar-
tha) of its society has grown,” he said. 
This must be music to the government’s 
ears. “Problems arise and movements 
take shape; however, these should be 
directed toward finding solutions. The 
primary objective must be a resolution. 
Our actions should not sow animosity, 
and the boundaries of propriety (mar-
yada) must be respected,” he said. RSS 
functionaries are known not to name 
persons or groups; in this case, the use 
of the term maryada must be seen as 
a rebuke to the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP). During its successful agitation 

against the then education minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan in July, many 
activists used foul language (amaryadit 
bhasha, in RSS lingo). Whatever the 
RSS may be thinking, it doesn’t look 
like regime change. The organisation 
may have its differences with the gov-
ernment, and its leaders may occasion-
ally be displeased with the way the BJP 
functions, but such discontent should 
not be mistaken for a desire to dis-
lodge the regime. The RSS has invested 
decades in building the political and 
ideological ecosystem of which the BJP 
is the principal beneficiary. Besides, 
Sangh functionaries, their friends and 
families have also benefited hugely. To 
expect that it would now seek to desta-
bilise this symbiotic relationship will 

be unrealistic. The Sangh may want 
the government to be more attentive 
to the concerns of Gen Z and even the 
demands of CJP, but it is unlikely to 
jeopardise saffron hegemony because 
of such issues. Indeed, the RSS has lit-
tle to gain from destabilising a govern-
ment led by a party that has brought its 
ideological project closer to the centre 
of national politics than ever before. 
Any serious confrontation would risk 
weakening not merely the BJP but the 
larger Sangh Parivar, while potentially 
creating political opportunities for its 
ideological adversaries. The RSS’s pref-
erence has traditionally been to set-
tle differences through organisational 
channels rather than advertise them in 
public domain.

Bhagwat’s Dasara message highlights Hindu undivided family

Read more at 
https://epaper.thehansindia.com

Police department not a servant: Kharge 
asks RSS to seek permission
BENGALURU: KARNATAKA Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge on Wednesday launched a sharp attack on the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), questioning whether 
the Police Department was subservient to the organisation. 

Reacting to a letter submitted by the RSS informing the 
police about its proposed march, Kharge said the organisa-
tion had provided information rather than formally seek-
ing permission for the event. “The letter says that they are 
informing the police, not seeking permission. Let them 
seek permission. Is the Police Department their domestic 
servant?” he asked.Kharge also questioned RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat’s statements on changing the existing gov-
ernments and politics, asking who had authorised him to 
speak about a change of regime and political matters.

“What regime change are they talking about? How can 
regime change happen? The Chief Election Commissioner 
is theirs, the EVMs are theirs, and the voter list is theirs. 
Can these be changed? Form 6 is theirs, and Form 7 is 
theirs. There is still no answer to the question: Why does 
the Chief Election Commissioner have judicial immunity?” 
he said, referring to Forms 6 and 7 associated with electoral 
rolls.

“There is a conspiracy to ensure that they remain in 
power permanently. This has already been exposed. Isn’t 
the fact that people are taking to the streets today evidence 
of this?” he said. 

He suggested that this was the reason some people were 
behaving with such confidence.Keeping up his attack on 
the organisation, he said: “Which evil force are we talking 
about? Who is the one developing links with Pakistan?”

He also called for an examination of the organisation’s 
history and questioned what protests it had undertaken in 
the past.Kharge further said that protests taking place in 
foreign countries should not be compared with those in In-
dia, as the issues involved were different.

BENGALURU ONLINE

A century of remarkable service

HAVING completed 100 years, the RSS stands at an 
important milestone in its journey. Its values of disci-

pline, patriotism and selfless service, reflected in its work 
in education, disaster relief and community welfare, de-
serve appreciation. As it enters its second century, these 
contributions offer an opportunity to strengthen public 
trust further. Greater engagement with different commu-
nities, particularly minorities and disadvantaged sections, 
can broaden its social reach. Its efforts to promote national 
unity and preserve India’s cultural heritage can become 
more meaningful through respect for diversity and consti-
tutional values. Encouraging dialogue and mutual under-
standing will also help bridge social differences.

A Myilsami, Sulur (P O), Coimbatore–641402

 India-US trade deal brings relief
THIS refers to “US close to finalising trade deal with In-
dia” (THI, Oct 21). The indication that the deal is “pretty 
close” comes as a timely relief. With the US being India’s 
largest trading partner, any reduction in tariff uncertainty 
will help exporters, especially in textiles, pharma and IT, 
to plan better. It will also ease pressure on the rupee and 
support investor confidence. However, a quick deal should 
not mean a weak deal. India must ensure protection for 
sensitive sectors like agriculture and dairy, and secure 
clarity on H-1B and data issues.

S D Tejaswani, Bengaluru 

 EC data exposes Cong hypocrisy

THIS refers to news that the Election Commission has 
found over 30,000 voters as “ineligible” for final in-

clusion in the electoral roll. This means, out of the 92.65 
lakh, who were issued notices for being ineligible, around 
30,407 are ‘fit to be removed from the rolls’, including vot-
ers having no mapping and logical discrepancies. This 
information by the ECI should help demolish the mis-
chievous campaign against the S I R and ‘vote chori’ prop-
aganda of the Congress, INDIA block and the CJP. One 
hopes the rant for the resignation of CEC and the itch for 
regime change would end for the Congress as there are no 
takers for their stupid allegations and vicious propaganda.

Sakunthala K R, Hyderabad

 Nip political dissent in the bud

APROPOS, “France protest fire singes Europe”. Protests 
are a democratic right, but violence, vandalism and 

intimidation cannot be justified in the name of political 
dissent. The unrest spreading across European countries 
should concern governments and citizens alike. Govern-
ments must distinguish peaceful protesters from those 
who exploit public grievances to promote disorder. At the 
same time, dismissing every protest as politically motivat-
ed would be equally unwise. Authorities should address 
legitimate concerns about education, employment and the 
cost of living through dialogue and transparent action. 
Firm, impartial law enforcement, coupled with responsive 
governance, is essential to prevent peaceful dissent from 
becoming organised violence.

M Barathi, Bengaluru-560076
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MEDLEY

T
ODAY’S world offers 
young and qualified peo-
ple many opportunities 

for rewarding and productive 
careers. From medicine or engi-
neering, through law, account-
ancy, and the civil services or 
journalism to politics, there are 
innumerable choices.

Counting out politics, which 
has been described as the ‘last 
resort of scoundrels’ by Dr 
Samuel Johnson, journalism as 
a career offers an exhilarating 
mix of frontline storytelling and 
profound social impact; paired, 
however, with severe physical, 
digital, and psychological risks. 
Since it is all about uncovering 
the truth, bringing hidden sto-
ries about systemic corruption 
and unheard voices out into the 
open, and into the public eye: 
catalysing societal change, hold-
ing power accountable, and giv-
ing a platform to the resilient or 
marginalized. Journalism, thus, 
offers deep personal fulfilment 
and excitement through story-
telling. The life of a journalist is 
heady and dynamic and is char-
acterised by an ever-changing 
daily environment where no 
two days are identical.

Among the pleasurable 
things the profession offers is 
the joy of sharing an unspoken 
bond and deep solidarity with 
fellow reporters navigating 
high-pressure deadlines across 

the globe.
The flip side, however, can 

hardly be ignored, as the oc-
cupation also comes with low 
starting pay and intense dead-
line stress. And those are just 
trivial concerns. Because ex-
posure to hazards such as pos-
sible physical danger and, on 
occasion, even violence, espe-
cially in conflict zones, unsta-
ble environments, or targeted 
crackdowns, is not uncommon. 
Industry instability often poses 
issues. And, what with one 
having to navigate dwindling 
legacy newsroom budgets, deal 
with the relentless pressures of 
a 24x7 algorithmic news cycle, 
and handle rampant disinfor-
mation, especially in the form 
of fake news, a false, misleading, 
or fabricated information that 
is presented to look like a le-
gitimate news report, it can be a 
severely trying job. Dealing with 
the chronic stress of tight dead-
lines, the vicarious trauma that 
invariably follows the covering 
of tragedies, and institutional or 
legal harassment can take their 
own severe toll on one’s psycho-
logical reserves.

Meanwhile, despite growing 
numbers, women journalists 
often encounter deep-seated 
patriarchal structures, unequal 
assignments, a lack of repre-
sentation in leadership, and the 
added pressure of balancing 
demanding news cycles with 
family expectations. They must 
balance the demands of report-
ing with the risks of working on 
the ground.

A well-known woman re-
porter says that, when she de-
cided to pursue journalism, 
leaving behind what was con-
sidered a dream job for an en-
gineering graduate, her mother 
worried that the profession was 
not safe for a woman. Even years 
later, the fear had not changed. 

The mother still had only one 
question for her daughter after 
every assignment, “Did you get 
home safely”?

Studies have shown that a 
high percentage of female re-
porters face multiple forms of 
attacks, leading many to con-
sider leaving the profession. For 
instance, when reporting from 
conflict zones, protests, or re-
strictive regions, such as under 
Taliban ruled Afghanistan or 
during volatile local protests, fe-
male reporters face heightened 
risks of assault, detention, and 
targeted violence.

Other issues they face include 
marginalization and undervalu-
ation: Non-privileged or rural 
reporters often lack institutional 
backing to combat systemic har-
assment, while others face pro-
fessional scepticism that forces 
them to constantly over-prove 
their competence

To mark this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day celebra-
tions, a seminar themed ‘Wom-
en in the Media: Pages from the 
Past’, was held in Karachi. 

An effective and legally valid 
informal tool for exposing pub-
lic corruption, known popu-
larly as a ‘sting’ operation first 
appeared on the scene of inves-
tigative journalism in 2001.

By conducting ‘Operation 
West End’, which is widely re-
garded as India’s first major 
high-profile sting, journalists 
from ‘Tehelka’ posed as arms 
dealers to expose widespread 
corruption in defence deals, 
forcing the resignation of the 

then-BJP president Bangaru 
Laxman and several military 
officials.

In my own experience, I had 
the privilege and honour of in-
teracting with at least two emi-
nent journalists. One was Anees 
Jung an Indian author, journal-
ist and columnist, whose most 
known work, ‘Unveiling India’ 
was a chronicle of the lives of 
women in India, noted especial-
ly for the depiction of Muslim 
women behind the purdah. The 
other was Olga Tellis, a veteran 
Indian journalist and social ac-
tivist best known for leading the 
landmark constitutional case, 
whose verdict remains one of 
the most significant judgments 
in Indian legal history. After au-
thorities threatened to forcibly 
evict pavement and slum dwell-
ers in Bombay, Tellis and the af-
fected residents filed a writ pe-
tition while disposing of which 
the Supreme Court ruled that 
the Right to Livelihood is an es-
sential part of the Right to Life 
guaranteed by the Constitution. 
I still cherish the memory of her 
interviewing me while I was as-
sisting the District Collector of 
Guntur district in rescue, relief 
and rehabilitation operations 
in the aftermath of the cyclone 
and tidal wave that ravaged the 
East Coast of the state in 1977. 
While in service, I experienced 
the power and inference of the 
media on many occasions. One 
was when I was serving as Col-
lector of Krishna district in 
Andhra Pradesh. A newspaper 
report spurred me into action 

which, while taken in good 
faith, created livelihoods for 
young unemployed people. It 
also, unfortunately, led to my 
being transferred as vested in-
terests close to powerful politi-
cal leaders were hurt by it.

It is time the high and the 
mighty pause, sit back and re-
flect upon the damage that can 
be caused to the fabric of good 
governance on account of their 
intolerant attitude towards 
the media. Like in every other 
profession, journalism also re-
quires the ability to master the 
art of extracting information, 
real value incoming noise. A 
somewhat similar perception 
exists about the legal profession. 
There is a story about a young 
lawyer who began his career in 
the office of a senior colleague. 
The senior warned the new en-
trant that it would be tough to 
make both ends meet to begin 
with, the hours would be long, 
the clients and the judges some-
times uncooperative and even 
cantankerous and that even 
contemplating married life 
would be a thing of the distant 
future. Not to be put off, the 
youngster, with a brave smile, 
asked, “what next sir?”. Oh, by 
then you will get used to it!” 
was the reply!

For the usual lighthearted 
end to my columns, here is a 
story used earlier, but highly 
relevant in the context of the 
present discussion. 

An Italian Bishop was travel-
ling to the United States as part 
of his missionary work. On the 
eve of his departure, he sought 
an audience with the Pope for 
a briefing on the proposed 
visit. His Holiness advised the 
bishop to be extremely cautious 
while dealing with the Ameri-
can media personnel, who were 
known to be aggressively intru-
sive and eager to sensationalise 

matters.
Upon arrival at LaGuardia 

airport, the bishop was be-
sieged by media persons. Out 
of the blue a cub reporter asked 
him,

“Hey, Bishop! Will you be 
visiting any night clubs in New 
York?”

Somewhat startled by the 
unexpected and loaded ques-
tion but remembering the 
Pope’s counsel, his reply was 
quite guarded. Innocently he 
asked, “Are there any night 
clubs in New York?”

Any relief the bishop felt at 
avoiding potential embarrass-
ment lasted only till the next 
morning when he read, with 
shock and alarm, the headlines 
that screamed at him in a local 
newspaper.

“Are there any night clubs in 
New York”? First question the 
Italian Bishop asks on arrival!”

Duly chastised by that expe-
rience, he started his sermon 
to a congregation in Boston 
that afternoon, first seeking to 
know whether any gentlemen 
of the press were around. A few 
hands went up. The bishop fer-
vently pleaded with the report-
ers not to publish the contents 
of his address as that would 
make his messages stale even 
while he had to speak at several 
places across the country over 
the next few weeks. Confident, 
thereafter, that no further dan-
ger lurked ahead, he proceeded 
to deliver his speech.

And the headlines the next 
day were, “Italian Bishop tells 
many stories. All unprintable!”

They are really something 
else, the Paparazzi! Clearly 
there is no gaining the upper 
hand over them!

(The writer was  formerly  
Chief Secretary,  Government of 

Andhra Pradesh)

The agony and ecstasy in the high-stakes journalism career
TALKING OF  

MANY THINGS

DR MOHAN KANDA

The flip side, however, can hardly be ignored, as the occu-
pation also comes with low starting pay and intense dead-

line stress. And those are just trivial concerns. Because 
exposure to hazards such as possible physical danger and, 

on occasion, even violence, especially in conflict zones, 
unstable environments, or targeted crackdowns, is not 

uncommon. Industry instability often poses issues.

Dr Karnati Kiran Kumar

THE global order of con-
sumption has been chang-

ing over the years. New in-
novations have made some 
countries economically and po-
litically strong besides chang-
ing the consumption patterns 
of developing and underdevel-
oped countries.

The wars of the 19th cen-
tury to recent global conflicts 
have been intended to control 
resources and secure their 
procurement for technological 
or machine-made products, 
which are prominent in the 
process of economic develop-
ment. Over the centuries, many 
countries were colonised. In the 
18th and 19th centuries, west-
ern countries, such as Britain 
and Portuguese, among others, 
invaded and conquered various 
countries. As a result, crap-
ping patterns and consumption 
habits in colonized countries 
changed in contrast to their tra-
ditional consumption patterns. 
Changes in people’s consump-
tion patterns led to occupa-
tional destruction and a sud-
den surge of unemployment in 
colonized countries. India was 
one of the colonized countries 
that was exploited immensely 
over the century.

A dominant strategy needed: 
The growth and development 
of the nation depend on the 
dominant perspective of the 
policymakers. Policymakers 
should opt for a policy suitable 
for the nation’s progress, rather 
than simply adopting and im-
posing other nations’ policies 
and ideologies. Sometimes, the 
origin of policymakers is a mat-
ter of concern. A policymaker 
from a rural area can under-
stand rural issues and find 
solutions to resolve the issue 
Furthermore, those from urban 
backgrounds can develop effec-
tive policies for urban develop-
ment. Historically, we failed to 
understand this logic, tried to 
imbibe another ideology, and 
failed to implement it. As a re-
sult, it has led to the failure of 
many public welfare programs 
and caused the persistence of 
structural unemployment and 
poverty.

Break the misconceptions:
The thought process in the 

country should change from 
importing goods and services 
to exporting them, so the world 
should depend on Indian goods 
and services. The country’s in-
novations should be adopted 
by other countries rather than 
confined to the nation’s use. 
India’s path-breaking innova-
tions, such as EVM voting ma-
chines, came into existence in 
the 2004 Lok Sabha elections 
to ensure the smooth conduct 
of the electoral process in the 
largest democracy. Before 2004, 
the election process was cha-
otic, with the pouring of ink in 
the ballot boxes, firing, stealing 

of them, crimes and physical 
attacks on officers. Since 2004, 
the electoral process in the 
country has undergone drastic 
changes, resulting in the elec-
tion being conducted smoothly 
using indigenous technology. 
We failed to supply those in-
novations for introduction 
in other countries to ensure 
the smooth conduct of elec-
tions. Rather, our politicians 
are creating misconceptions 
about EVMs even after they 
have won elections. Moreover, 
the UPI digital payment sys-
tem is another path-breaking 
innovation that we can use 
widely within the country, and 
the central government has 
also succeeded in introduc-
ing it in some countries to en-
able seamless transactions and 
benefit our fintech sector. By 
comparison, we failed to spread 
it across the world as other de-
veloped countries do with their 
Innovations.

In the world of competition 
and technological advance-
ments, India happily adopted 
ATMs, credit cards, debit cards, 
digital technologies, and social 
media platforms from other 
countries without any miscon-
ceptions about their use. When 
it comes to Indian technologi-
cal innovations, some political 
leaders create and endorse cha-
os without fact checking.

Getting into the details:
During the COVID-19 

pandemic, Indian companies 
developed vaccines such as 
Covishield (Serum Institute of 
India), Covaxin (Bharat Bio-
tech), and Corbevax (a heter-

ologous booster option) to 
protect people and prevent the 
spread of the virus. But again, 
misconceptions spread and 
caused many deaths during the 
second wave. The misconcep-
tion is whether it is an Indian 
organ or of foreign origin; it 
should be cross-checked with 
the government, and a com-
ment should be made on it. But 
some people always start a game 
to make the situation worse and 
want to make themselves bet-
ter off at the expense of others. 
There are many other innova-
tions in the country. We failed 
to make it a global product 
rather we confined ourselves to 
India, and some lost existence.

Lack of vision:
The nation’s politics should 

not come at the expense of the 
country’s growth and develop-
ment. At the micro level, our 
politicians are more interested 
in getting into power and ac-
quiring assets for themselves. 
At the same time, at the macro 
level, it lacks responsibility for 
national growth and develop-
ment. If one political party 
says a developed economy can 
be achieved by following one 
growth model, and the other 
political party says the na-
tion should adopt a strategy 
for growth and development 
by following another develop-
ment model. However, it should 

not undermine the economy’s 
performance on either side. 
As competition between po-
litical parties exists, so too does 
competition among countries 
for control and command of 
markets and resources. Politi-
cal parties and politicians need 
to craft their manifestos with 
national interest in mind rath-
er than seeking power for its 
own sake. On the other hand, 
business tycoons in developed 
countries seek to expand their 
markets by dominating and 
controlling politics in develop-
ing and underdeveloped coun-
tries. Individuals or political 
parties (ruling and opposition) 
should not be their mouthpiece 
at the expense of domestic busi-
ness and common people’s lives.

Time for introspection:
Regime change and deep 

states are underway in south 
Asia. In recent times, Sri Lan-
ka, Bangladesh and Nepal saw a 
surge in youth protests that cre-
ated chaos and badly affected 
their economies. The disrup-
tion of a peaceful environment 
and political unrest will cre-
ate negative economic conse-
quences, such as low FDI and 
Investment, unemployment, 
inflation, and low purchasing 
power, ultimately leading to 
poverty. As witnessed in Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
and Nepal.

Bangladesh is the best exam-
ple for understanding the im-
pact of the political unrest on 
the economy. As per reports, 
the Bangladesh economy was 
about to get middle income 
status, but it has fallen to lower 

income status due to the politi-
cal unrest in the country. Prior 
to that infrastructure building, 
the ready-made garment indus-
try drove strong and consistent 
growth, averaging six to seven 
per cent, annually. According 
to a recent RBI report, “South 
Asia economic update” re-
vealed that Bangladesh’s overall 
GDP increased by an estimated 
3.4 percent in FY2026–2027, 
which is the third year in a row 
that it has slowed down. Private 
investment shrank for the sec-
ond year in a row as difficulties 
in the energy sector, banking 
sector weakness, tighter fis-
cal constraints, high produc-
tion costs and subdued credit 
growth. The rate of inflation 
has continued to be higher than 
eight to 10 per cent. If anything 
is wrong in the system that can 
be corrected through the elec-
toral process. No protest should 
disturb the smooth progress of 
economic progress.

India can become Viksit 
Bhaarat when Indian goods 
and services flood into the in-
ternational markets with the 
absolute trade advantage. The 
business in the country should 
target the domestic and inter-
national markets. The Indian 
business community should 
collaborate with academia. 
That will bring new innova-
tions to change the world order 
of consumption. At the same 
time, India must utilise own 
demographic dividend for na-
tion-building.

(The writer is Assistant 
Professor (School of Economics), 

University of Hyderabad)

A strategy for nation building that should change the global order of consumption
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Enforce SC orders, stop 
TDP’s poll violence: YSRCP

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

YSRCP state coordinator Saj-
jala Ramakrishna Reddy wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s 
intervention in Andhra 
Pradesh’s local elections and 
demanded that the State 
Election Commission exer-

cise its powers, protect can-
didates and remove officials 
serving the ruling party.

Addressing the media 
at party central office on 
Wednesday, Ramakrishna 
Reddy highlighted 76 inci-
dents across 11 districts dur-
ing ZPTC and MPTC nomi-
nations, including attacks, 
arrests, house confinement, 
threats and destruction of 
nomination papers. 

YSR Kadapa district ac-
counted for 22 incidents, 
Palnadu 18, Annamayya 
and Tirupati 11 each, with 
the remainder across seven 
districts. YSRCP would sub-
mit these developments to 
the Supreme Court and seek 
transfers or removal from 
election duties of responsible 
officials. Municipal nomina-
tion obstruction, arbitrary 
rejection during scrutiny and 
threats forcing withdrawals 
were now recurring in pari-
shad elections. Candidates 

withdrew under police pres-
sure and threats of fabricated 
narcotics and other criminal 
cases, rather than unwilling-
ness to contest. Overlapping 
municipal withdrawal and 
parishad nomination sched-
ules compounded confusion.

Ramakrishna Reddy wel-
comed postponement of final 
candidate lists until October 
25, a decision on nomination 

complaints by October 22, 
CCTV coverage and compli-
ance reporting by October 
27. Merely forwarding com-
plaints to the same police au-
thorities was ineffective; the 
SEC must demand records 
from Collectors and SPs and 
enforce accountability.

Citing stone attacks near 
YSR Kadapa’s zilla parishad 
office and papers torn inside 

nomination centres in Nar-
asaraopet and elsewhere, he 
challenged Chandrababu’s 
attempt to blame YSRCP. 
Ruling-party groups operat-
ed with police support, while 
victims faced cases and lead-
ers faced confinement.

He condemned the use 
of hired interstate groups, 
including workers brought 
from Bihar, to create vio-
lence and rejected attempts 
to equate them with li-
censed security personnel. 
YSRCP’s restraint reflected 
strength and democratic  
commitment.

Expressing confidence in 
courts and constitutional 
institutions, Ramakrishna 
Reddy warned against dis-
tortion of the ruling and 
demanded immediate SEC 
action so candidates could 
contest freely without repeat-
edly seeking judicial inter-
vention to protect electoral  
participation.

l	Sajjala cites 76 

incidents across 

11 districts during 

nominations 

l	Seeks action 

against officials 
accused of 

favouring the ruling 

party 

l	Welcomes 

Supreme Court 

directives and 

demands free, fair 

polls

YSRCP state coordinator Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy 

speaking to the media at the party central office in Tadepalli 
on Wednesday

Washington

A bipartisan-free 
Democratic-led group of 
105 US lawmakers has 
urged the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) to 
investigate an attempted 
mass shooting at a Hindu 
temple in Aurora, Illinois, 
as a potential federal hate 
crime, citing concerns over 
anti-Indian, anti-Hindu 
and broader anti-South 
Asian hostility. Alexandros 
Paporakis, 19, was 
arrested on October 11 for 
plotting a mass shooting 
at the Sri Venkateswara 
Swami (Balaji) temple. 
Led by Indian American 
Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi, the 
lawmakers sent a letter 
dated October 20 to 
FBI Director Kash Patel 
seeking details of the 
Bureau's investigation 
into the alleged plot at 
the Sri Venkateswara 

Swami (Balaji) Hindu 
temple. They also called for 
greater scrutiny of credible 
online threats against 
Indian Americans, Hindu 
Americans, Sikhs and other 
South Asian communities.

Krishnamoorthi and his 
family were worshipping at 
the temple when the alleged 
attempted attack occurred 
on October 11, according 
to a statement issued by the 
congressman's office. 

"The alleged combination 
of targeted racial hatred, 
a religious setting, and 
preparations for mass 
violence demands a 
comprehensive federal 
response," the lawmakers 
wrote, urging the FBI to 
ensure that potential hate-
crime violations receive 
explicit attention.

The letter was signed 
by members of Congress 
from across the country, 
including the entire 
Illinois House Democratic 

delegation, every Indian 
American member of 
Congress, and senators 
Dick Durbin, Tammy 
Duckworth, Andy Kim and 
Chris Van Hollen.

According to  rosecutors, 
Alexandros Paporakis, 
a resident of Palatine, 
Illinois, drove to the 
temple on October 11 
intending to carry out a 
shooting but fled after 
his rifle allegedly failed 
to fire. Statements from 
local police departments 
and the FBI's Chicago 
field office said Paporakis 
was arrested that day and 
subsequently charged with 
making a terrorist threat 
and unlawful possession of 
weapons. Prosecutors allege 
that he authored an eight-
page manifesto expressing 
white supremacist views 
and describing violence 
against people of Indian 
descent at a Hindu house of 
worship.

POTENTIAL FEDERAL HATE CRIME 

US lawmakers urge FBI to 
probe temple shooting plot

Continued from page 1

He directed the police to 
act firmly against rowdy ele-
ments disturbing public or-
der and individuals harassing 
others through social media.

Describing the khaki uni-
form as a symbol of respon-
sibility and reassurance, he 
said criminals should fear the 
police, while victims should 
feel confident of receiving 
protection and justice. He re-
called the force’s contribution 
to controlling factional vio-
lence, tackling Naxalism and 
preventing communal clash-
es, and congratulated the AP 
Counterintelligence wing for 
exposing recent conspiracies 
threatening national security. 

Stressing the need to mod-
ernise policing, Naidu said 
investigative methods must 
evolve alongside changing 
crime patterns. Cybercrimi-
nals were siphoning off peo-
ple's hard-earned savings 
through phone calls, links 
and messages, with even edu-
cated people falling victim 
to fraud. He called for wider 
use of CCTV cameras, data 
analytics, drones and artificial 

intelligence to improve sur-
veillance, crime detection and 
investigations. He expressed 
the aspiration that Andhra 
Pradesh Police should gain 
nationwide recognition for 
adopting advanced technolo-
gies.

People approached police 
stations in distress, fear and 
tears, expecting solutions to 
their problems. Police per-
sonnel must listen patiently, 
treat complainants with dig-
nity and resolve grievances 
promptly, he said.

He also emphasised wom-
en's safety, asserting that 
technology-driven policing 
would have little meaning un-
less women could live without 
fear. He assured the families 
of police martyrs and serv-
ing personnel of the govern-
ment's continued support and 
commitment to their welfare. 
Ensuring uninterrupted pub-
lic safety, he said, would be 
the most meaningful tribute 
to fallen officers.

Home Minister Vangalapu-
di Anitha, DGP Harish Ku-
mar Gupta and other officials 
paid floral tributes at the po-
lice martyrs' memorial.

Naidu calls upon AP Police 
to set nat’l benchmark

Continued from page 1

Baltej Pannu, AAP's media 
in-charge in Punjab, alleged 
that Mann was kept waiting 
at the airport under the pre-
text that his luggage was still 
arriving and being checked. 
“When Mann returned from 
Paris and arrived at the Delhi 
airport, he was deliberately 
detained for three hours. Ex-
cuses were made that 'your 
luggage is still arriving' and 
'your luggage is still being 
checked',” Pannu said in a 
statement.

He further claimed that 
officials approached Mann 
just as he was about to leave 
the airport after loading his 
luggage into a vehicle. “Af-
ter three hours, when Mann 
was allowed to leave and was 
about to depart after placing 
his luggage in a vehicle, offi-
cials came running after him 
and said that they were under 
'tremendous pressure from 
above',” Pannu alleged.

AAP leader Saurabh 
Bharadwaj also alleged that 
Mann was made to wait at the 
airport after travelling to Par-
is to promote Punjab's prod-

ucts. In a post on X, Bharad-
waj said the chief minister's 
visit came after he challenged 
the Centre's decision to deny 
him political clearance for the 
trip.  “Mann Saab stopped at 
Indian Airport for around 3 
hours. Punjab CM Bhagwant 
Mann went to Paris to launch 
Punjab’s products at Paris. 
This was after he challenged 
Centre’s not granting him the 
NOC. This arrogance of Cen-
tre must end. Even Ravan’s 
arrogance ended on Dusseh-
ra.," Saurabh Bharadwaj said 
in the post.

According to the AAP 
leader, officials subsequently 
issued a challan of Rs 50,000. 
He argued that their alleged 
admission of pressure indi-
cated that the episode had 
been carried out under in-
structions from higher au-
thorities. “Has any chief min-
ister of an Indian state ever 
been detained at an airport 
for three hours in this man-
ner? Has any chief minister of 
a state ever been disrespected 
by being issued a challan of 
Rs 50,000?” Pannu asked, 
calling the incident an insult 
to Punjab.

Punjab CM detained at  
Delhi airport, fined `50K

... dismisses India  

protests as internal matter
Continued from page 1

They have elections here, so 
I'm not going to opine on their 
domestic political matters," he 
said in response to a question 
on protests from the opposi-
tion and students in India. Ru-
bio said that even the US wit-
nesses protests every day and 
that they are reflective of the 
political discourse and differ-
ences of opinion.

HDFC probe finds 
senior execs leaked 

confidential info
Continued from page 1

 “In line with our policies, 
an internal review into this 
matter is currently underway 
to gather and evaluate all rel-
evant facts,” the spokesperson 
said, according to Bloomberg. 
“Appropriate action will be 
taken based on the findings, 
once the review is complete.” 

New Delhi

THE BJP on Wednesday al-
leged that a “clear nexus” 
had emerged between forces 
within and outside India that 
were opposed to the country’s 
growing global influence. 
Party national spokesperson 
Sudhanshu Trivedi accused 
them of seeking to destabi-
lise the country by creating 
social divisions and attack-
ing its cultural and religious 
traditions.

Addressing the media at 
the BJP headquarters, Trive-
di said Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s Vijayadashami 
message had highlighted 
three defining characteris-
tics of such forces: “loot after 
coming to power, division in 

society and hatred towards 
Indian culture and Hindu-
ism”.

He alleged that some 
groups were pursuing cam-
paigns against Sanatan Dhar-
ma and “global Hindutva”, 
while also questioning the 
credibility of Indian institu-
tions. Trivedi cited repeated 
allegations concerning the 
SBI, SEBI, vaccines, EVMs 
and electoral bonds as exam-
ples of what he described as 
a pattern of attempts to dis-
credit institutions.

Using the imagery of Ra-
vana’s multiple heads, Trivedi 
argued that such campaigns 
could not be understood 
merely through their indi-
vidual demands. “Fulfil one 
demand and another de-

mand will emerge,” he said, 
arguing that the “real source” 
behind different protests and 
campaigns had to be identi-
fied.

He alleged that forces op-
posed to India’s progress 
were using different “dis-
guises” and that their stated 
demands were not their ul-
timate objective. Referring 
to calls for “regime change”, 
he alleged that some of these 
forces ultimately sought to 
promote violent conflict, 
political destabilisation and 
social fragmentation.

The BJP spokesperson also 
invoked the Ramayana to 
underline his argument that 
the apparent form in which 
a threat presented itself could 
conceal its real objective.

Continued from page 1

Earlier, CJP leaders 
withdrew their petition 
before the Delhi High 
Court challenging a special 
executive magistrate’s 
decision to extend their 
judicial custody. Das and 
Ranka were taken into 
custody on October 13 
after they allegedly climbed 
over a locked gate to enter 
Jantar Mantar, which had 

earlier been denotified as a 
designated protest site. CJP 
founder Abhijeet Dipke 
expressed solidarity with 
the group's co-convenors, 
saying they could not be 
with their families during 
the festive season. Dipke 
said that while some people 
might “troll” him, he was 
getting emotional because 
he “cares for” Das and 
Ranka and considers them 
as his family.

Court orders CJP leaders’ release

Continued from page 1

Naidu described Jagan and his associ-
ates as “criminal litigants” and alleged 
that the opposition leader was conspiring 
to create disturbances while the NDA was 
concentrating on selecting strong candi-
dates. He claimed that the YSRCP ap-
proached courts whenever its attempts to 
disrupt the electoral process were thwart-
ed, and urged people to reject “politics 
aimed at undermining democracy”.

Citing the YSRCP's legal challenges 
over electoral rolls and the BC reserva-
tions, Naidu alleged that the party had 
filed nearly 60 petitions in the High Court 
and the Supreme Court. He accused its 
leaders of obstructing the Mega DSC re-
cruitment process through hundreds of 

petitions and attempting to stall projects 
such as Amaravati and Polavaram.

In a series of teleconferences with party 
leaders, Naidu directed the TDP cadre to 
work towards the victory of NDA can-
didates in the local body elections. He 
stressed coordination with Jana Sena and 
the BJP at every stage, from candidate se-
lection to the declaration of results, and 
called for disputes over seat-sharing to be 
resolved amicably. Warning rebels, Naidu  
said those filing nominations against of-
ficially selected alliance nominees should 
withdraw their payers; otherwise, they 
would be suspended. He assured party 
aspirants who had failed to secure tickets 
that they would be considered for nomi-
nated posts. He urged them to work col-
lectively for the alliance's success.

With only a week remaining for cam-
paigning, Naidu asked leaders and work-
ers to intensify outreach across all mu-
nicipalities and explain the government's 
welfare and developmental initiatives. He 
called on them to approach voters with 
the message, “We promised, and we have 
delivered.”

The Chief Minister also instructed the 
cadre to highlight the alleged excesses 
of the previous YSRCP government and 
communicate the NDA government's 
achievements directly to people at the 
grassroots level. Naidu said the alliance 
had prioritised hardworking party work-
ers while selecting candidates and called 
for sustained coordination to prevent 
internal differences from damaging the 
NDA’ electoral prospects.

YSRCP distorting SC verdict: Naidu

Continued from page 1

He spent a few hours in 
Jamnagar before departing 
for the United States. 

Almost the entire Ambani 
family, led by billionaire Re-
liance chairman Mukesh 
Ambani, welcomed the US 
delegation. Those present 
included his wife, Nita Am-
bani, daughter Isha Ambani 
and her husband, Anand 
Piramal, and younger son 
Anant Ambani and his wife, 
Radhika Merchant, along 
with Reliance Industries Ex-
ecutive Director PMS Prasad 
and US Ambassador to India 
Sergio Gor. 

Akash Ambani, Mukesh 
Ambani's eldest son and 
managing director of Jio 
Platforms, was overseeing 

the opening of the telecom 
giant's initial public offer-
ing (IPO). Rubio arrived in 
Jamnagar a day after describ-
ing India as a crude-refining 
"superpower" and urging it to 
process more Venezuelan oil. 
Officials have described the 
Ambani-hosted programme 
as a "private visit", and nei-
ther side released details of 
the itinerary. 

The visit comes as Wash-
ington seeks to increase sales 
of American energy to India, 
encourage the processing of 
Western Hemisphere crude 
and strengthen commercial 
ties with Reliance, a ma-
jor buyer of internationally 
traded oil and a leading ex-
porter of refined fuels. It also 
coincides with pressure on 
US diesel prices ahead of the 

midterm elections. 
Gor said American lique-

fied petroleum gas had risen 
sharply as a share of India's 
imports. "Over the past year, 
India's imports of US LPG 
have surged from under 10 
per cent to 67 per cent, mak-
ing the United States India's 
largest LPG supplier," he said 
in a post on X. He also high-
lighted Reliance's planned 
investment in a new refinery 
in Texas as an opportunity to 
expand US energy produc-
tion and create jobs. 

Rubio told Reliance-
owned Network18 that 
Washington wanted to work 
more closely with Reliance 
on refining energy from the 
Western Hemisphere, de-
scribing such cooperation as 
beneficial to both countries.

Rubio pushes energy ties, Venezuelan crude 

Foreign forces behind regime change narrative: BJP

K Varaprasada Rao 
Amaravati

THE ruling NDA alliance in 
Andhra Pradesh on Wednes-
day night declared that it will 
abide by any decision taken 
by the State Election Com-
mission (SEC) on the urban 
local body elections, even as 
it accused the YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) of attempt-
ing to obstruct the electoral 
process through repeated 
litigation and alleged acts 
of violence. In a joint state-
ment issued in the names 

of Chief Minister and TDP 
president N Chandrababu 
Naidu, deputy chief minister 
and Jana Sena president K 
Pawan Kalyan, and BJP state 
president PVN Madhav, the 
alliance reiterated its commit-
ment to conducting elections 
in a peaceful, transparent and 
democratic manner. It said 
the three constituent parties 
would extend full coopera-
tion to the SEC and respect its 
decision.

The alliance stressed that 
conducting local body elec-
tions within the stipulated 

timeframe was important not 
only for democratic represen-
tation but also for securing 
funds from the 16th Finance 
Commission and the Central 
government.

The NDA leaders alleged 
that the YSRCP had been at-
tempting to stall the elections 
from the outset and had ap-
proached various courts 59 
times in pursuit of that objec-
tive. They further accused the 
opposition party of provoking 
violence at several places after 
the electoral process began, 
including attacks on police 

personnel and the digging up 
of roads constructed for pub-
lic use. The statement con-
trasted the current election 
process with local body polls 
held during the previous YS-
RCP government. It alleged 
that opposition candidates 
had then faced intimidation 
and obstruction while filing 
nominations, enabling the 
ruling party to claim unop-
posed victories.

The alliance also referred 
to a letter reportedly writ-
ten by the then state election 
commissioner to the Central 

government regarding alleged 
irregularities in unanimous 
elections. It said central forces 
had been deployed following 
a request for protection from 
the then SEC. The NDA lead-
ers said their parties had faith 
in democratic institutions and 
would support the election 
process in accordance with 
the Constitution. They main-
tained that voters should be 
able to elect their representa-
tives freely and that local bod-
ies should become effective 
instruments for delivering 
development and welfare.

POTENTIAL FEDERAL HATE CRIME 

‘NDA will abide by SEC decision on ULB polls’

Chennai

THE Vellore Institute of 
Technology (VIT) opened 
applications for VITEEE 
2027, inviting aspiring 
engineers to take the next 
step toward their dream 
careers.

According to a press 
release, students can 
now apply online at 
https://viteee.vit.ac.in for 
admission to VIT’s flagship 
engineering programs 
offered across its campuses 
in Vellore, Chennai, 
Amaravati (AP) and Bhopal 
(MP).

The VITEEE 2027 will 
be conducted in a single 
phase, scheduled from 
April 28 - May 2, 2027. The 
exam will be held in 133 

test cities across India and 
at 9 international centres, 
providing opportunities for 
candidates from India and 
abroad to appear for the 
entrance exam, the release 
said.

VIT open applications 
for VITEEE 2027Macron blasts Trump for 

stupid claims on riots

BLAMING MUSLIMS FOR FRENCH ARSON

Paris

PRESIDENT Emmanuel 
Macron said on Wednesday 
that foreign leaders - 
including those "on the 
other side of the Atlantic" 
- were seeking to exploit 
France's tense social 
climate for political gain 
following a weekend of 
street violence and looting. 

Protests over soaring 
living costs have led to 
widespread rioting and 
looting that have drawn 
worldwide attention and 
shocked many French 
citizens. 

US President Donald 

Trump has used the 
violence to rally his 
political supporters, 
making unsubstantiated 
claims that Muslim 
migrants are responsible 
for the unrest, and urging 
Macron to "close your 
borders and take control 
before it is too late!" 

Macron responded by 
saying there "has been 
foreign manipulation 
of information in the 
aftermath" of the looting 
in Paris and other French 
cities last weekend.

 "And that has led to 
comments that are as 
unacceptable as they are 

stupid, from many people, 
including foreign leaders," 
he said. Asked by a reporter 
if he was referring to 
Trump, Macron replied: 
"Among others." 

He added that there have 
been "AI-generated images 
depicting scenes that 
never actually happened 
in France. We've had 
people claiming that we 
were invaded by hordes 
of migrants and Islamists, 
which is completely false." 
Macron did not specify 
which AI-generated images 
he was referring to, nor 
how he knew the content 
was false. 
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CROSSWORD

DOWN

1 Japanese sashes (4)

2 Potter’s oven (4)

3 ___ put : do nothing, in a way ? (4)

5 Prey (6)

6 Three for Tiberius (3)

7 Violent confusion (6)

9 Sing wordlessly (3)

11 Units of force in CGS system ? (5)

12 Classical Greek style (5)

15 Der ___ (Adenauer) (4)

16 Thailand money (4)

18 Platform (4)

19 As many as (2,2)

20 Take a chair (3)

23 Spout (5)

24 Shouts (5)

25 Old time classic movie ___ Kanya (6)

26 Records (6)

28 Myrna of movies (3)

29 Again (4)

30 Like congers (4)

31 River of Hades (4)

33 Pamela’s nickname (3)

ACROSS

SUDOKU

1 Slow-growing trees (4)

4 Writhe (6)

8 I am telling you for the ___ 

time.... (3)

10 South Indian snack (4)

13 Daring (8)

14 Meaning the same as (7)

15 Fit for farming (6)

17 In a dull and boring 

manner (9)

21 Military inits., 1946-92 (3)

22 Cavity (3)

23 Bashful (3)

26 Tried or essayed (9)

27 Gambling house (6)

28 Honours gained (7)

32 Seven-sided object (8)

34 Experimental (4)

35 Desire to get money in 

Japan ? (3)

36 Least feral (6)

37 Sharp-sighted (4) Solution to October 20
Solution to October 20

Shahnaz Husain

S
kin ageing is a natural 
process, but certain life-
style choices can acceler-

ate visible signs of ageing. Fine 
lines, wrinkles, age spots, dry-
ness and loss of elasticity may 
develop over time, influenced 
by genetics, sun exposure, diet 
and everyday habits.

While a good skincare rou-

tine is essential, healthy skin 
also depends on how we care 
for our bodies. Habits such as 
smoking, taking excessively 
hot showers, poor sleep and 
consuming too much sugar 
can affect skin health. Here are 
five common habits that may 
contribute to premature skin 
ageing and simple ways to 
minimise their impact.

1. Smoking
Smoking is strongly as-

sociated with premature skin 
ageing. Tobacco smoke con-
tains harmful chemicals that 
contribute to oxidative stress 
and damage collagen and elas-
tin, the proteins responsible 
for keeping skin firm, smooth 
and supple.

Smoking also constricts 
blood vessels near the skin’s 
surface, reducing the supply of 
oxygen and essential nutrients 
to skin tissues. This can 

interfere with the skin’s natural 
repair processes and contrib-
ute to a dull complexion.

Over time, smokers are 
more likely to develop deeper 
wrinkles, particularly around 
the mouth and eyes, along 
with uneven pigmentation, 
dryness and reduced skin 
firmness.

What you can do: Quitting 
smoking is one of the most 
effective ways to protect 
your skin and overall health. 
Combine this with a balanced 
diet, adequate hydration and 
regular sun protection.

2. Taking Hot Showers and 
Baths

Long, hot showers may feel 
relaxing after a tiring day, but 
excessive heat can strip the 
skin of its natural oils. These 
oils help maintain the skin 
barrier and prevent moisture 
loss. When this protective 

layer is weakened, the skin 
may become dry, tight, rough 
and more susceptible to irrita-
tion. Repeated exposure to hot 
water can also aggravate exist-
ing skin conditions and make 
fine lines more noticeable. The 
scalp and hair may be affected 
too, as excessive heat can 
contribute to dryness, itching 
and hair breakage.

What you can do: Choose 
lukewarm water instead of 
very hot water and keep show-
ers reasonably short. Apply 
moisturiser while the skin 
is still slightly damp to help 
retain moisture. Use a gentle 
cleanser and avoid excessive 
scrubbing.

3. Excessive Screen Time
Smartphones, laptops and 

tablets have become essential 
parts of modern life. However, 
spending long hours in front 
of screens can indirectly affect 

skin health by disrupting sleep 
and encouraging a sedentary 
lifestyle.

Digital devices emit blue 
light, also known as high-
energy visible light. Some re-
search suggests that blue light 

can contribute to oxidative 
stress and pigmentation 
under certain conditions. 

However, the extent to which 
everyday screen exposure 
causes premature skin ageing 
remains uncertain.

Late-night scrolling can 
also interfere with sleep, leav-
ing the skin looking tired and 
dull. Poor sleep may affect the 
body’s normal recovery pro-
cesses and overall well-being.

What you can do: Take 
regular screen breaks and 
maintain a consistent sleep 
schedule. Reduce device use 
before bedtime if it interferes 
with your rest. Apply broad-
spectrum sunscreen with SPF 
30 or higher daily, particularly 
when spending time outdoors, 
to protect against established 
causes of premature skin 
ageing.

4. Sleeping Position
The way you sleep may 

influence the development of 
certain facial lines. Sleeping 

on your side or stomach can 
press the face against a pillow, 
creating repeated compression 
and friction. These pressure-
related lines are known as 
sleep wrinkles.

Initially, they may disappear 
shortly after waking. However, 
as the skin naturally loses 
elasticity with age, some lines 
may become more persistent. 
Side sleepers may experience 
pressure-related lines on their 
cheeks, while stomach sleepers 
may place additional pressure 
on their forehead and face.

Although sleeping position 
is only one possible contribut-
ing factor, reducing repeated 
pressure may help minimise 
sleep-related creases.

What you can do: If com-
fortable, try sleeping on your 
back to reduce direct pressure 
on your face. Use a clean, 
smooth pillowcase and change 
it regularly. Most importantly, 
aim for seven to nine hours 
of sleep each night to support 
overall health and the skin’s 
natural recovery processes.

5. Excessive Sugar 
Consumption

Consuming too much 
added sugar may affect skin 
health through a process 

called glycation. This occurs 
when sugars bind to proteins 
such as collagen and elastin, 
forming compounds known 
as advanced glycation end 
products. Over time, these 
compounds can affect the 
structure and flexibility of col-
lagen, potentially contributing 
to reduced skin firmness.

A diet high in sugary foods 
and refined carbohydrates 
may also contribute to meta-
bolic problems and inflam-
mation. High-glycaemic 
foods may worsen acne in 
some individuals, although 
responses vary from person 
to person.

What you can do: Limit 
sugary drinks, sweets and 
foods containing excessive 
added sugar. Choose a bal-
anced diet rich in fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, pulses, 
nuts and adequate protein. 
These foods provide nutrients 
that support normal skin 
function. Occasional treats are 
not a cause for concern; con-
sistency and overall dietary 

balance matter more.

Build Healthy Habits for 
Healthy Skin

Healthy skin requires more 
than expensive products or 
elaborate beauty treatments. 
Everyday choices, includ-
ing avoiding smoking, using 
lukewarm water, maintaining 
healthy sleep habits and eating 
a balanced diet, can support 
skin health over time.

Sun protection is particu-
larly important. Use a broad-
spectrum sunscreen with 
SPF 30 or higher, reapply as 
directed and seek shade when 
outdoors.

Ageing is natural and can-
not be stopped. However, by 
making thoughtful lifestyle 
changes and following a con-
sistent skincare routine, you 
can help maintain your skin’s 
health, comfort and radiance 
at every stage of life.

(The author is an 
internationally fame beauty 

expert and is called the herbal 
queen of India)

Daily habits that quietly 
damage your skin

Skin ageing is a natural process, but certain everyday habits can 
accelerate the appearance of wrinkles, fine lines, pigmentation and 

dullness. From smoking and excessive sugar consumption to poor 
sleep and hot showers, small lifestyle choices can have a lasting 

impact on your skin’s health and radiance

“M
asterChef India” winner 
Pankaj Bhadouria, who 
was undergoing treat-

ment for cancer, is back at the gym as 
she looks to reclaim her strength and 
fitness after battling the illness. 

Sharing an optimistic update on 
her Instagram stories section, Pankaj 
said she is determined to take back 
control of her body and promised a 
“new” version of herself.

She posted a video of herself doing 
the Bhujangasana in the gym and 
wrote: “I am back to the gym now! I 
can’t wait to snatch back myself, my 
body from my sickness. And I will! 
You and I will meet the ‘new’ Pankaj 
very soon!” It was in May, when 
Pankaj revealed that she has been 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

Taking to her social media ac-

count, on May 28, Pankaj shared a 
picture of herself from the hospital 
where she was seen lying on a hos-
pital bed dressed in a patient gown 
with medical wires attached to her.

Sharing the post, she wrote, “I 
have been diagnosed with Breast 
Cancer. Need your prayers and sup-
port.”

Pankaj also posted a video from 
the hospital as she underwent mul-
tiple medical tests. In the clip, she 
was seen sitting in a hospital robe 
with a medical cannula attached to 
her hand.

The text on the video read, “Go-
ing for tests and more tests…..not a 
happy place to be.”

“I just wanted to share with you 
all that I have been diagnosed with 
breast cancer. Since all of you are like 
an extended family to me, I wanted 
to share this with you personally. 
Right now, I truly need your prayers 
and support. As they say, prayers 
work miracles. So please keep me in 
your prayers,” said Pankaj.

Pankaj rose to fame after winning 
the first season of ‘MasterChef India’ 
in 2010, becoming the country’s 
first-ever MasterChef winner. Before 
entering the culinary world, Pankaj 
worked as an English teacher and 
reportedly left her 16-year-long 
teaching career to participate in the 
cooking reality show. (IANS)

Pankaj Bhadouria returns to gym after cancer treatment: 
“Can’t wait to snatch back myself from my sickness”

Anushka Sen on representing 
India globally: Our stories deserve 

to be heard across the world

A
ctress Anushka Sen 
opened up about 
representing India 

on a global platform after 
being named the country’s 
Global Brand Ambassa-
dor for the 2026 Newport 
Beach Film Festival.

Reflecting on the honour, 
she said, “Our stories 
deserve to be heard across 
the world,” emphasizing 
the importance of bringing 
Indian stories and talent 
to international audiences. 
Speaking about the ap-
pointment, Anushka said, 
“Being named the Global 
Ambassador representing 
India at the Newport Beach 
Film Festival is a moment 
that means more to me 
than words can express. For 
me, this is about so much 
more than a title; it is about 
the stories we carry, the 
boundaries we break, and 
the doors we open for those 
who come after us.”

Emphasising the impor-
tance of believing in one’s 
roots and ambitions, she 
added, “India has incred-
ible talent and stories that 
deserve to be heard across 
the world. I want every 
young Indian to know that 
you don’t have to fit into a 
certain mold to make your 
country proud. Where you 
come from can be your 
greatest strength, and your 
dreams should never be 
limited by your circum-
stances.”

Anushka, who continues 
to explore opportuni-
ties across international 
entertainment, hopes her 
journey encourages more 
young Indians to pursue 
their ambitions and repre-
sent the country on global 
platforms.

“I feel incredibly 
fortunate to be experienc-
ing this, and I hope more 
young Indians get the 
chance to represent our 
country on global plat-
forms. If my journey can 
encourage someone to 
believe in themselves and 
take a step towards their 
dreams, that would mean a 
lot to me,” she shared.

“For me, the real achieve-
ment is seeing Indian talent 
find its place on the global 

stage. I feel truly proud to 
represent my country, and I 
hope to make this moment 
count for something bigger 
than myself,” Anushka 
further explained.

Anushka Sen has been 
named the Global Ambas-
sador representing India at 
the 2026 Newport Beach 
Film Festival. The recogni-
tion comes after Anushka 
became the only Indian 
to debut in a Korean film 
project, “Jeju Olle.” (IANS)
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Yatnal rules out 
reconciliation 
with Vijayendra
VIJAYAPURA: Expelled 
BJP MLA Basanagouda Pa-
til Yatnal has ruled out any 
reconciliation talks with 
Karnataka BJP president 
BY Vijayendra, dismiss-
ing speculation that their 
recent meeting could pave 
the way for his return to 
the party.

Yatnal clarified that the 
two had not discussed any 
political settlement and 
asserted that further devel-
opments would depend on 
a change in the state BJP 
leadership. 

His remarks come 
after their appearance at a 
private gathering triggered 
speculation about a pos-
sible rapprochement.

Explaining the meeting, 
Yatnal said he had attended 
a private event and was 
invited to a person’s house. 
Vijayendra arrived while 
he was having coffee there, 
and they exchanged routine 
pleasantries. He denied that 
any negotiations had taken 
place.

Yatnal accused Vijay-
endra of causing him 
considerable personal and 
political harm. 

He alleged that when 
Vijayendra’s father, former 
chief minister BS Yedi-
yurappa, was in power, his 
letters were torn up and 
funds meant for his con-
stituency were withheld. 
He also claimed that efforts 
were made to suppress him 
because he was seen as a 
political rival. According to 
Yatnal, there was personal 
hostility between him and 
Vijayendra, making recon-
ciliation difficult under the 
present leadership.

The expelled MLA also 
clarified his plans for his 
proposed Delhi visit. He 
said Union Minister V 
Somanna had invited him 
to attend an event marking 
the unveiling of a statue of 
Kittur Rani Chennamma 
in Parliament. Yatnal said 
he intended to raise issues 
concerning sugarcane 
farmers with ministers 
but had no plans to meet 
national BJP leaders to dis-
cuss rejoining the party.

Yatnal said he would 
consider returning to the 
BJP only if he received 
an appropriate position 
and the state leadership 
changed. Otherwise, he 
indicated that he would 
continue his political fight 
independently.

IMD forecasts 
rains intensified 
from today
BENGALURU: The India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has forecast 
that rain may intensify 
further in various districts 
of the state in the coming 
days. Rain accompanied by 
thunder is expected espe-
cially across several places 
in the coastal and southern 
interior regions.

From 22 October, the 
quantity of rainfall is likely 
to increase significantly in 
most districts of the state, 
and the weather depart-
ment has issued a forecast 
of heavy rain in some areas.

In certain parts of coastal 
Karnataka’s Dakshina Kan-
nada, Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada districts there is 
a possibility of moderate 
rain with lightning and 
thunder. Cloudy conditions 
are expected throughout 
the day in this region, 
with intermittent showers 
anticipated.

When thunder and 
lightning activity is high, 
the public is advised to 
strictly avoid moving about 
or standing in open areas. 
Officials have appealed 
that, when lightning is 
seen, people should not 
take shelter under trees 
but should take shelter 
inside safe buildings free 
of any danger and exercise 
caution.

18-yr-old Soumya wins gold at Asian Para Games
Bharath Anjanappa 

Bengaluru

SOUMYA, an 18-year-old 
para-athlete from Kollegala 
in Chamarajanagar district, 
has brought pride to Karna-
taka and India by winning a 
gold medal in the women’s 
1,500-metre T12 category at 
the 5th Asian Para Games 
2026 in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan.

Adding to Karnataka’s 
achievement, Radha Ven-

katesh from Chitradurga 
won the silver medal in the 
same event and category, 
marking another signifi-
cant accomplishment for the 
state’s para-athletics contin-
gent.

Representing India, 
Soumya’s gold-medal perfor-
mance highlights the talent 

and determination of para-
athletes from Karnataka 
on the international stage. 
At 18, her achievement is a 
proud moment for her home 
district and the country. 
Soumya is associated with 
the Indian Athletic Academy 
and is reported to have stud-
ied at Sir M. Visvesvaraya 

Government Pre-University 
College in Gandhinagar, 
Bengaluru.

The athletes were trained 
at the Indian Athletic Acad-
emy in Jayanagar, Bengaluru, 
under the guidance of inter-
national athlete and coach 
Roshan Bachchan, with sup-
port from coach Vikram, a 

former state and national-
level athlete.

The gold and silver medals 
won by Soumya and Radha 
Venkatesh are significant 
achievements for Karnataka’s 
para-sports community and 
are expected to inspire more 
young athletes to pursue ex-
cellence in sports.

An Athlete from Chamarajanagar district wins gold, while Radha Venkatesh from  
Chitradurga clinches silver in the women’s 1,500m T12 category

Kharge calls Modi’s rule ‘Hitler-like’, 
says people fed up with NDA govt

Hans News Service  
Kalaburagi 

AICC president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Wednesday 
accused the Narendra 
Modi-led NDA govern-
ment of running what 
he described as “Hitler-
like rule” in the country, 
claiming that people were 
increasingly dissatisfied 
with the government and 
that its allies were gradually 
distancing themselves from 
the coalition.

Speaking in Kalaburagi, 
Kharge alleged that the 
government was undermin-
ing democratic institutions 
and concentrating power. 
He also criticised Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar, accusing 
him of favouring the BJP 
and the Modi leadership. 
Kharge alleged that irregu-
larities in voting had taken 
place and claimed that 

complaints about the Elec-
tion Commission’s func-
tioning had not received 
adequate attention.

Kharge said political 
parties and leaders who 
had supported the NDA 
were now reconsidering 
their positions. Referring to 
Andhra Pradesh politics, he 
cited YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy and claimed that leaders 
who had earlier supported 
the alliance were expressing 
regret. His remarks came 

amid the Congress’s contin-
uing allegations concerning 
electoral practices and the 
functioning of constitu-
tional institutions.

The Congress president 
also targeted the BJP over 
its criticism of Rahul Gan-
dhi, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha. 
He alleged that Prime 
Minister Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
had made attacking Rahul 
Gandhi a regular political 

strategy, similar to the BJP’s 
earlier criticism of former 
Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi.

Kharge further accused 
the government of failing 
to address problems in 
the education sector. He 
pointed to vacancies in uni-
versities and alleged that 
inadequate attention was 
being given to education 
and the concerns of young 
people. He claimed that the 
government’s policies were 
weakening the confidence 
of the youth in the Prime 
Minister. Kharge said the 
Congress was fighting to 
protect democracy and the 
future of citizens. The BJP 
and the Union government 
have faced repeated criti-
cism from the opposition 
over electoral transparency 
and institutional independ-
ence, though the allegations 
made by Kharge remain 
political claims.

Govt allows third-party agencies to 
conduct departmental inspections

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

THE government has di-
rected various departments 
to engage authorised third-
party agencies to carry out 
scheduled inspections, audits 
and certification activities 
in areas where staff short-
ages have delayed regulatory 
checks.

The move is aimed at ad-
dressing delays in routine 
inspections, particularly in 
departments facing a short-
age of field-level personnel, 
and ensuring that regula-
tory requirements are com-
pleted within the stipulated 
timelines.The new arrange-
ment will initially prioritise 
departments such as Legal 
Metrology, Food Safety and 
Drugs Administration, and 
the Department of Factories 
and Boilers.

Under legal metrology, 
third-party agencies may be 
engaged to conduct annual 
inspections and stamping of 
weights and measuring in-
struments. In the Food Safety 
and Drugs Administration 
sector, the arrangement will 
cover annual inspections of 
food businesses, restaurants, 
medical stores and pharma-
cies. Agencies may also be as-
signed safety inspections and 
annual certification of indus-
trial boilers.

The government has clari-
fied that outsourcing inspec-
tion work will not mean 
transferring statutory en-
forcement powers to private 
agencies. Legal and regula-
tory powers will remain en-
tirely with government of-
ficials. Powers relating to the 
collection of food and drug 
samples, seizure of goods and 
prosecution will continue to 
rest with authorised govern-
ment officers. Officials will 
use the reports and audit 
findings submitted by the 
agencies to focus their atten-
tion on establishments iden-
tified as high-risk. This risk-
based approach is intended 
to help departments deploy 
their limited staff more effec-
tively.To ensure the reliability 
of inspections, departmen-
tal officials will also conduct 
random spot checks to verify 
the findings submitted by 
third-party agencies.

The government has 

warned that agencies found 
guilty of negligence, irregu-
larities or misconduct will 
face stringent action, includ-
ing blacklisting.As part of the 
implementation process, the 
departments concerned have 
been asked to submit time-
bound action plans covering 
empanelment procedures, el-
igibility criteria and the steps 
required for speedy imple-
mentation. The issue will also 
be reviewed at the KDP pro-
gress review meeting chaired 
by the Chief Secretary.

The government order 
was issued by Harsha Gupta, 
Principal Secretary of the 
Department of Personnel 
and Administrative Reforms, 
based on recommendations 
made by the Karnataka Ad-
ministrative Reforms Com-
mission-2 (KARC-2). 

He has directed the princi-
pal secretaries of all depart-
ments to prepare the neces-
sary action plans.

Move aims to clear inspection backlogs and ensure timely 
regulatory checks and certification

Police department not a servant: Kharge asks RSS to seek permission
Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge on 
Wednesday launched a sharp 
attack on the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), ques-
tioning whether the Police 
Department was subservient 
to the organisation. 

Reacting to a letter sub-
mitted by the RSS informing 
the police about its proposed 
march, Kharge said the or-
ganisation had provided 
information rather than for-
mally seeking permission for 
the event.

“The letter says that they 
are informing the police, not 
seeking permission. Let them 
seek permission. Is the Police 
Department their domestic 
servant?” he asked.Kharge 
also questioned RSS chief 

Mohan Bhagwat’s statements 
on changing the existing gov-
ernments and politics, asking 
who had authorised him to 
speak about a change of re-
gime and political matters.

“What regime change are 
they talking about? How 
can regime change happen? 

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner is theirs, the EVMs are 
theirs, and the voter list is 
theirs. Can these be changed? 
Form 6 is theirs, and Form 7 
is theirs. There is still no an-
swer to the question: Why 
does the Chief Election 
Commissioner have judicial 

immunity?” he said, refer-
ring to Forms 6 and 7 associ-
ated with electoral rolls.

“There is a conspiracy to 
ensure that they remain in 
power permanently. This has 
already been exposed. Isn’t 
the fact that people are tak-
ing to the streets today evi-
dence of this?” he said. 

He suggested that this was 
the reason some people were 
behaving with such confi-
dence.Keeping up his attack 
on the organisation, he said: 
“Which evil force are we talk-
ing about? Who is the one 
developing links with Paki-
stan?”

He also called for an exam-
ination of the organisation’s 
history and questioned what 
protests it had undertaken in 
the past.Kharge further said 
that protests taking place in 

foreign countries should not 
be compared with those in 
India, as the issues involved 
were different.

Citing France as an ex-
ample, he said protests there 
were being held over price 
rise and education-related 
issues, whereas demonstra-
tions in India were being or-
ganised against the Election 
Commission.

His remarks come amid a 
political controversy over the 
RSS’s proposed march and 
the procedure for obtaining 
police permission. The issue 
has triggered a debate over 
the organisation’s activities 
and the conditions applicable 
to public processions.

Priyank Kharge on Tues-
day urged the RSS to follow 
the prescribed procedure and 
obtain formal permission 

from the competent authori-
ties before conducting route 
marches in the state on the 
occasion of Vijayadashami.

The move has triggered a 
controversy.

In a statement addressed 
to RSS volunteers, Kharge 
had said that merely inform-
ing the Home Department 
or asking it to cooperate and 
make necessary arrange-
ments did not amount to ob-
taining permission.

He urged the organisation 
to submit an application in 
accordance with the pre-
scribed procedure applicable 
to all organisations and await 
formal approval from the 
competent authorities.

Kharge also referred to the 
RSS Akhil Bharatiya Prati-
nidhi Sabha Annual Report 
2025-26, saying that the or-

ganisation had conducted 
562 route marches across 
Karnataka involving 2,21,963 
uniformed participants.

He said that if lakhs of 
RSS volunteers intended to 
march through the streets 
of Karnataka on a single day 
at the same time, the Police 
Department would have to 
make considerable prepara-
tions.

These arrangements would 
include the deployment of 
police personnel, transpor-
tation, food, traffic manage-
ment, security and other lo-
gistical requirements, Kharge 
added.

Emphasising the need for 
proper planning, the Karna-
taka Minister noted that such 
large-scale events required 
manpower and public re-
sources.

Father, 10-yr-old son 
drown at Ballari Fort

Hans News Service  
Ballari

A father and his 10-year-old 
son drowned in a water-filled 
pit atop the historic Ballari 
Fort on Wednesday while vis-
iting the site during the Dasara 
holidays.The deceased have 
been identified as Ramesh 
and his son Honnuraswamy, 
natives of Kanekal village in 
Andhra Pradesh.According 
to preliminary information, 
three families had visited Bal-
lari Fort during the Ayudha 
Puja holiday. While exploring 
the hilltop, Honnuraswamy 
reportedly slipped and fell into 
a pit while watching fish in the 
water. Seeing his son strug-
gling, Ramesh jumped into 
the pit in an attempt to rescue 
him. However, neither father 
nor son knew how to swim, 
and both drowned. On receiv-
ing information, personnel 
from Kaul Bazaar police sta-
tion and fire and emergency 
services rushed to the spot and 
retrieved the bodies.

Hans News Service  
Bengaluru

THE central message 
of Madhvacharya, the 
philosopher and social 
reformer, was the crea-
tion of a caste-free and 
class-free society founded 
on universal human values, 
senior scholar Vyasan-
akerePrabhanjanacharya 
said on Wednesday.

He was speaking at a 
Madhvacharya Jayanti 
programme organised at 
the Karnataka Brahmin 
Development Board office.
Prabhanjanacharya said 
Madhvacharya emphasised 
that human values were su-
perior to all other religious 
distinctions. 

Wishing well for all 
living beings was the path 
through which people 

could realise the divine, he 
said.

Those who opposed su-
perstitions stood for truth, 
he said, adding that Mad-
hvacharya upheld a broad 
vision of social harmony 
and peaceful coexistence. 
He had also inspired the 
traditions of Dasa Sahitya 
and Vyasa Sahitya and au-
thored more than 37 works, 
the scholar said.

Brahmin Development 
Board chairman Asagodu 
Jayasimha welcomed the 
state government’s decision 
to celebrate Madhvacharya 
Jayanti across Karnataka 
every year on October 21.

The decision was ap-
propriate and would carry 
forward Karnataka’s tradi-
tion of honouring religious 
and cultural contributions, 
he said.

“Madhvacharya’s teachings 
advocated a caste-free,  

harmonious society”

Hans News Service 
Bengaluru

AN explosion at an under-
construction building in Pu-
lakeshinagar on Tuesday after-
noon has triggered concern, 
with police investigating the 
circumstances surrounding 
the incident and examining 
suspected materials recovered 
from the site.Two people, 
identified as Suraj and Allaud-
din, sustained burn injuries in 
the incident and were shifted 
to Victoria Hospital for treat-
ment. Police have registered 
a suo motu case against the 
building owner and contractor 
and intensified their investiga-
tion.

According to preliminary 
information, a bag had been 
kept on the fourth floor of the 
under-construction building. 
A battery-like object inside the 
bag reportedly exploded, in-
juring the two men. Suspected 
materials potentially linked to 
an improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) were also found at 

the site, prompting investiga-
tors to examine the possibility 
of an explosive device.

Reacting to the incident, the 
Home Minister said the case 
was under investigation and 
urged the public not to believe 
rumours. He said the exact 
cause of the explosion was 
expected to become clearer 
after the forensic examination. 
It was yet to be established 
whether the blast resulted 
from a chemical reaction or 
an actual IED explosion, he 
added. Police have sent the 
samples collected from the 
scene to the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL) for analysis. 
Investigators are also examin-
ing the possibility that the sus-
pected explosive materials had 
been brought to the building 
two days before the incident.

The probe is focusing on 
who placed the bag inside 
the building, what the object 
contained, how the explosion 
occurred and whether it was 
brought there for a specific 
purpose. 

PULAKESHINAGAR BUILDING BLAST

Home Minister says FSL 
report will establish cause

Two injured in explosion at under-construction 
building; police probe possible explosive materials

Hans News Service 
Mangaluru

THE reinvestigation 
of the Soujanya 
murder case has been 
ordered and a Special 
Investigation Team is 
expected to intensify it. 
After the Supreme 
Court directed a fresh 
probe on 21 September, 
the matter acquired 
importance.

The SIT team 
has now completed 
preparations to begin 
the field investigation 
officially within the next 
two days.

Examination of the 

important documents 
related to the case has 
already been finished. 
The SIT has reportedly 
fully examined the 
investigation reports 
and documents 
obtained from the  
CBI, the court and  
the local police  
stations.

The team led by 
IPS officer Lokesh 
Jagalasar will visit the 
crime scene in the next 
stage. Preparations 
have also been made to 
interrogate members  
of Soujanya’s family,  
the PSI and other  
staff.

Re-investigation 
to be conducted 

on Soujanya case
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If he (Sooryavanshi) gets a chance in this series, we’ve seen what he can do and 
opponents have found it quite hard to stop him. I know in England, they went quite 

short and hard at a lot of the Indian batters. I think we’ve seen him in the IPL and how 
aggressive he can be. So we’ve got some plans for him if he happens to play

-Mitchell Santner 

Gavit leads India’s gold-silver  
finish in men’s 100m T47 event

Medal rush continues in para-athletics; Ayush, Praveen, Khilari add to gold tally

NAGOYA: India’s Dilip 
Gavit won the men’s 100m 
T46/47 combined event 
gold medal at the Asian 
Para Games while compa-
triot Mohammed Morss-
inganakath Basil clinched 
the silver in the same event 
here on Wednesday. The 
23-year-old Gavit, a T46 
athlete, clocked 10.69 sec-
onds to finish on top.Basil, 
a T47 athlete, clinched the 
silver with a Games record 
time of 10.72 seconds. 

China’s Kangjun Shi 
(T46) won the bronze, 
clocking 10.80 seconds. 
Athletes of two or more 
classifications can be 
clubbed together in a com-
bined event to ensure that 
there are enough number of 
participants. T46 and T47 
categories are for athletes 

with upper limb impair-
ment. The primary differ-
ence between T46 and T47 
comes down to the severity 
and location of the upper 
limb impairment. 

T46 applies to athletes 
with a more severe unilat-
eral or bilateral impairment 
affecting the shoulder or 
elbow -- roughly equivalent 
to an above-elbow amputa-
tion -- whereas T47 is for 

athletes with a less severe 
impairment affecting the 
wrist or below the elbow 
-- roughly equivalent to a 
below-elbow amputation. 
Gavit had won a 400m gold 
at the previous Para Asiad 
in China, besides a 100m 
gold in the Glasgow Para 
Commonwealth Games 
earlier this year. 

There was no stopping 
the Indian juggernaut as 

10 more medals, including 
three gold, were added to 
the tally on the third day 
of competitions here on 
Wednesday. Ayush Verma 
gave India the first para-ath-
letics gold of the day in the 
men’s shot put F53 event, 
followed by Praveen Kumar 
(men’s high jump T44/64) 
and Sachin Khilari (men’s 
shot put F46). India also 
grabbed four silver med-
als in the morning session 
through Banti (men’s high 
jump T44/64), Bhagyashri 
Jadhav (women’s shot put 
F34), Mohd Yasser (men’s 
shot put F46) and Manjeet 
(men’s javelin F12/13). An-
ubhav Choudhary (men’s 
100m T35), Parveen (men’s 
shot put F46) and Rakeshb-
hai Bhatt (men’s 100m T37) 
won a bronze each. 

Simran grabs second gold 
NAGOYA: Indian sprinter 
Simran collected her sec-
ond gold medal by win-
ning the women’s 100m 
T12 competition with 
a Games record time of 
12.02 seconds here on Wednesday. Simran had also 
won the 200m gold with a new Games record. On 
Wednesday, she once again finished ahead of Iran’s 
Hajar Safarzadeh, who clocked 12.30sec. Indone-
sia’s Made Ni Putri finished third with a timing of 
12.51sec. T12 classification covers athletes with mod-
erate visual impairment. The 26-year-old Simran, 
who won a bronze in the 2024 Paris Paralympics, is 
on a comeback trail with her new guide Shivam af-
ter her previous guide Umar Saifi was banned for a 
doping violation. Simran had won silver medals in 
both her events in the 2023 Hangzhou edition of the 
Games. 

Sheetal-Payal pair wins silver
NAGOYA: The teenage Indian 
pair of Sheetal Devi and Payal 
Nag clinched a silver medal af-
ter losing the compound wom-
en’s doubles final on Wednes-
day, while Swati Chaudhary 
and Adil Mohamed Nazir An-
sari won bronze in the mixed team W1 recurve event Sheetal, 
who was born without arms, and Payal, a quadruple amputee, 
went down 141-150 to China’s Xu Xueqing and Zhao Jing in 
the gold-medal match. The 19-year-old Indians struggled to 
keep pace with their Chinese opponents after the opening end, 
playing catch-up for the remainder of the contest. Paris Para-
lympics bronze medallist Sheetal was more consistent, shoot-
ing four 10s, but Asian Games debutant Payal could not match 
her partner’s accuracy, managing just 9s and 8s before finish-
ing with a 7 on her final arrow. 

NAGOYA: India’s Sukhchain 
settled for bronze in the men’s 
javelin throw F55 event after 
managing a modest 29.94m 
throw in a competition 
dominated by China’s Zhou 
Feifei. The 32-year-old was 
well below his best as Zhou 
clinched gold with a throw 
of 37.63m, breaking the 
22-year-old world record of 

35.30m. Zaker Zafar of Iran 
took silver with a personal 
best of 36.00m, leaving Sukh-
chain trailing the top two by a 
considerable margin.  Indian 
swimmer Himanshu Nandal 
clinched his second bronze 
medal, finishing third in the 
men’s 100m breaststroke 
S11 event. The 22-year-old 
from Rohtak, Haryana, who 

has been completely visu-
ally impaired since birth due 
to an optic nerve failure, 
clocked 1:20.72 seconds. 
China’s Yang Bozun won 
the gold in a Games-record 
time of 1:12.69, while Japan’s 
Keiichi Kimura took silver 
in 1:12.72. Himanshu had 
opened his medal account on 
Tuesday, clocking 5:10.91 to 

finish third in a four-swim-
mer field in the men’s 400m 
freestyle S11 event. 

SUKHCHAIN BAGS BRONZE  

CHRISTCHURCH:  Unbeat-
en in their last two T20 series 
here, the Shreyas Iyer-led In-
dia would rely heavily on their 
batting firepower to outwit 
New Zealand even though the 
relatively inexperienced tour-
ists have got barely two days 
to rest, acclimatise and train 
for the five-match rubber be-
ginning here on Thursday. 
Their most recent T20 clash 
on New Zealand soil was in 
2022 in Napier where the 
rain-interrupted match ended 
in a tie via the Duckworth-
Lewis method. 

The series, however, was 
claimed by India who man-
aged to win the only game 
that was not wrecked by in-
clement weather. 

In the line-up of batters 
chosen for the upcoming as-
signment, only four have pre-
viously played T20Is in New 

Zealand. That includes skip-
per Iyer, Ishan Kishan, Sanju 
Samson, and Shivam Dube. 
Therefore, even though the 
likes of Abhishek Sharma, 
Tilak Varma and 15-year-old 
sensation Vaibhav Sooryavan-
shi are known marauders, the 
nippy and seaming conditions 
in this part of the world would 
need some adjustment. 

For Iyer, the challenge 
would be to prove himself in a 
challenging away assignment 
after his tenure began with 

back-to-back losses in Ireland 
and England. 

Mitchell Santner’s New 
Zealand would be eager to 
make it as difficult as possible 
for Iyer, who is coming here 
after India’s second successive 
gold-winning run at the Asian 
Games and a drawn hard-
fought home series against the 
West Indies. 

However, if the New Zea-
land series follows the script 
that unfolded in the UK ear-
lier this year, pressure will 
only mount on Iyer, who is ex-
pected to lead India in the T20 
World Cup to be held in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand in two 
years’ time. A confident Iyer 
said his team is used to play-
ing in different conditions, 
having taken a long flight 
from India hours after sharing 
the home series against the 
West Indies. 

India look to beat travel fatigue 
in T20 opener against Kiwis

 Match starts 12.30 PM

Harmanpreet breaks down 
after knock against Zim
R A I P U R : 
Former India 
captain Har-
manpreet Kaur 
fought back 
tears after end-
ing a prolonged 
lean patch 
with a blister-
ing unbeaten 
91 off 41 balls 
against Zimba-
bwe in the third 
and final T20I here but later regained compo-
sure to credit her turnaround to the hours she 
spent practising in the nets. Harmanpreet, who 
stepped down as India captain across formats 
earlier this month, had not scored a half-centu-
ry in her last 10 matches. She did not have much 
success with the bat in the Women’s T20 Asia 
Cup as well as the Asian Games, despite India 
winning both titles comfortably.  “It feels great. 
Just wanted to enjoy myself, and great that I 
got some time in the middle and really enjoyed 
myself on the field,” Harmanpreet told the host 
broadcaster during the innings break.  The 
37-year-old was not able to control her tears in 
a post-innings chat with the on-air commenta-
tors. WV Raman, who was also the head coach 
of the Indian women’s team, was speaking with 
Harmanpreet when the latter broke down and 
left abruptly tossing the microphone away.  “I 
just wanted to bat as long as possible, and glad 
that I was able to do that. I think I should give 
credit to you also (to WV Raman). “The mo-
ment we came, you stepped in and you said, 
‘Now you do what you want to do,’ and that’s 
what I want to do, and really want to enjoy my-
self. Thanks for those words.” Harmanpreet said 
there is no pressure on her anymore, having re-
signed as captain.

Indian bowling has 
been lacking  

experience: Iyer 
CHRISTCHURCH: India T20 captain 
Shreyas Iyer on Wednesday said the team’s 
bowling attack had been lacking experience 
in recent past and veteran pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar’s return would help address 
this issue.  The 36-year-old Bhuvneshwar 

has returned to the 
Indian T20I set-
up after four years 
after being named 
in squad for the 
five-match T20I 
series against New 
Zealand, beginning 
here on Thursday. 
“Bhuvi brings a lot 

of experience to the 
team. And we were lacking that, especially 
after the IPL. We had a lot of new bowlers,” 
Iyer said at the pre-match press conference. 
“But in T20, if you see his career graph, 
he has won the IPL in each of the last two 
years. 

So, he has a very good idea of how to 
dominate this format.” In the absence of 
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, India’s 
T20I bowling attack featuring fast bowlers 
Mayank Yadav, Prince Yadav, and Gurnoor 
Brar has faced scrutiny after repeatedly 
conceding big totals on flat tracks. 

Bhuvneshwar, known for his ability to 
generate swing and seam movement, has 
collected 90 scalps across 88 T20Is. In the 
IPL, he played a key role in the Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru’s back-to-back titles, 
taking 17 wickets in the 2025 season and 
28 in 2026.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar

We have plans for 
Sooryavanshi: 
Santner 
CHRISTCHURCH: New 
Zealand captain Mitchell 
Santner conceded that Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi would be 
“quite hard to stop” if he plays 
for India in the five-match 
T20 International series be-
ginning here on Thursday, 
but his team has some plans 
to deal with the young bat-
ting sensation. 

Sooryavanshi has been 
used sparingly since being 
picked for the tour of UK 
earlier this year, largely be-
cause regular openers Ab-
hishek Sharma and Sanju 
Samson have done the job 
quite well. 

Santner said should the 
15-year-old make the play-
ing XI in the series here, 
some research has been done 
to figure out his game. “He 
(Sooryavanshi) did not play 
in the last series (against 
West Indies), but we know 
how good he is, in IPL. We 
know other players like Ab-
hishek are doing very well. 
But he (Sooryavanshi) has a 
huge part to play for India, 
whether it’s in this series or 
not, but in future,” Santner 
said  “If he does get a crack 
at this series, we’ve seen what 
he can do and guys have 
found it quite hard to stop 
him. I know in England, they 
went quite short and hard at 
a lot of the Indian batters. I 
think we’ve seen him in the 
IPL and how aggressive he 
can be. So we’ve got some 
plans for him if he happens 
to play.” 

Santner was also asked 
about the return of veteran 
pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
in the Indian T20I team after 
a nearly four-year absence. 
The home skipper said he 
expects Bhuvneshwar to love 
the conditions here. “I think 
Bhuvi will love these con-
ditions in New Zealand. If 
there’s anything in the wick-
et, he finds something out of 
it. On some flat ones in India, 
he still managed to nip the 
ball and swing the ball, so I 
think with the new ball out 
here, especially, it’ll be a chal-
lenge (for New Zealand). 

Mumbai

A Mumbai court remanded 
three accused in the Tiger 
Shroff firing case to police cus-
tody till Oct 31.

Three key accused appre-
hended in connection with the 
firing at actor Tiger Shroff ’s 
car were brought to Mumbai 
from Kota in Rajasthan early 
on Wednesday, police said. 

Police brought them by 

road from Kota to Mumbai 
and, upon arrival, immedi-
ately took them to GT Hospi-
tal for a mandatory medical 
examination, an official said. 
Following the medical check-
up, the accused were escorted 
to the Mumbai Crime Branch’s 
Anti-Extortion Cell (AEC) of-
fice for interrogation. The ac-
cused have been identified as 
Rehan alias Sukka, from Soni-
pat in Haryana; Ritik Kurmi 

alias Roshan, originally from 
Begusarai in Bihar and living 
in Mumbai; and Phool Singh 
from Haryana, the official said. 

The Kota city police had 
handed them over to Mumbai 
Police, which formally arrest-

ed them and produced them 
before a magistrate there. The 
court granted transit remand 
to take them to Mumbai. 
Meanwhile, advocate Ajinkya 
Mirgal arrived at the AEC of-
fice in Mumbai on Wednesday 

morning, informing officials 
that he would represent the 
accused as their defence coun-
sel in the case. At least two 
men fired gunshots at Shroff ’s 
car in Mumbai’s Juhu area on 
Sunday evening before speed-
ing away on a motorcycle. 
The actor escaped relatively 
unhurt, while his driver and 
a bystander were injured. Ac-
cording to Mumbai Police, 
five to six rounds were fired 

at the car. A motorcycle, alleg-
edly used by the shooters, was 
found abandoned in Andheri. 
The accused fled to Surat and 
once there, boarded a Jaipur-
bound train. The three were 
supposed to go to Delhi on 
a bus and then flee to Nepal.  
The Mumbai Police have reg-
istered a case under the pro-
visions of attempt to murder 
and the Arms Act. Accord-
ing to the police, Rehan was 

in touch with Anil Pandit, an 
alleged associate of the Law-
rence Bishnoi gang, which 

claimed responsibility for the 
attack in an unverified social 
media post.

Tiger Shroff firing: 3 accused sent to police custody till Oct 31
The apprehended accused were 
brought to Mumbai from Kota in  
Rajasthan early on Wednesday 

Kolkata

WEST Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari on 
Wednesday accused Op-
position parties of using 
the Chorbagan Durga Puja 
stampede for political gain 
instead of reaching out to the 
victims and those injured in 
the tragedy.

Adhikari made the re-
marks while visiting the 
family of Priya Samaddar, 
one of the 19 people killed 
in the stampede, at their 
home in New Barrackpore 
in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict. He handed over Rs 25 
lakh in compensation to the 
bereaved family on behalf of 
the state government.

The stampede at the Chor-
bagan Durga Puja pandal in 
north Kolkata claimed 19 

lives and left 25 people in-
jured.

When asked about criti-
cism regarding the govern-
ment’s response and the 
police arrangements at the 
pandal, Adhikari questioned 
whether opposition leaders 
had done enough to support 
the victims.

“Which opposition is 
there? Only the Leader of 
the Opposition, Ritabrata 

Banerjee-led faction exists,” 
he said.

He also questioned wheth-
er the Trinamool Congress, 
the CPI(M) and other op-
position parties had visited 
the families of the victims or 
those injured in the incident.

“Did any such opposition 
party go to the Kolkata Med-
ical College morgue or the 
Medical College Hospital af-
ter the stampede?” he asked.

Suvendu blames Oppn
for Durga puja stampede

The stampede 
at the 

Chorbagan 
Durga Puja 
pandal in  

north Kolkata 
claimed 19 

lives and left 25 
people injured

KOLKATA: Sev-
eral books were 
damaged in an 
alleged attack on 
their book stall 
at Islampur, West 
Bengal, on Tues-
day, the CPM has 
alleged.

The CPM said 
that Jayanta Deb, 
a local party member, was among those 
who were injured in the incident.

However, the police said the situation 
was under control.

Every year, several book stalls are in-
stalled near Durga Puja pandals in West 
Bengal by the CPM. These book stalls 
have been facing attacks in the last few 
days, while some have been dismantled 
citing the lack of requisite permission.

BJP state president Samik Bhattacharya 
has reiterated that his party does not sup-
port acts of vandalism by its members.

West Bengal chief minister Suvendu 
Adhikari had earlier directed Durga Puja 
committees to deny permission to CPI-M 
book stalls if they used the term “Sharo-
dotsav” (autumn festival) instead of “Dur-
ga Puja” on banners and hoardings.

Another book stall vandalised, 
members assaulted: CPM

KOTA: The bodies of 
two young men were 
recovered after a boat 
carrying seven peo-
ple capsized during a 
Durga idol immersion 
ceremony in a canal in Rajasthan’s Kota, with rescue 
teams resuming the search operation on Wednesday 
morning.  The bodies of Suraj Singh (22) and Vikas 
Verma (22), both Kota residents, were recovered dur-
ing the search operation that resumed at 5.30 am, ASP 
Kota City Subhash Chandra Mishra and SDRF officials 
Ekta Mahipal confirmed. 

The search is underway for the two remaining miss-
ing youths, Rahul Joshi (18) and Ashu Joshi (19), who 
are cousins and residents of Sanjay Nagar in Kota 
city. The boat capsized near Steel Bridge under the 
Borekheda police station limits around 5.30 pm on 
Tuesday during a Durga idol immersion ceremony. 

Of the seven people aboard, three -- Deepak, a 
woman identified as Maankanwar, and the boatman, 
Suresh -- managed to swim to safety and were res-
cued by passersby. The search operation was called off 
at 11.30 pm on Tuesday in accordance with standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) and resumed at 5.30 am 
on Wednesday, Mishra said.  The two recovered bod-
ies were found close to each other, around 200 to 300 
metres from the accident site, he said, adding that they 
were sent to a mortuary for post-mortem. 

Boat capsizes during idol 
immersion in Kota; 2 dead

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav 
on Wednesday hailed the “vital 
role” played by the police and 
armed forces in maintaining 
national security, and said be-
cause of courageous soldiers, 
the state succeeded in ending 
the Naxal menace which it en-
dured for over three decades. 
He also praised the police for 
enhancing Madhya Pradesh’s 
reputation through their effi-
ciency.  “It is a moment of great 
pride for us that our state has 
now succeeded in overcom-
ing the scourge of Naxalism, 
which it had been enduring for 
nearly 35 years. It was a diffi-
cult period, fraught with many 
challenges.  However, our brave 
and courageous soldiers made 
the state proud with their in-
domitable courage, valour, and 
dedication,” Yadav said. Under 
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and the 
guidance of Union Home Min-

ister Amit Shah, the state has 
successfully tackled and over-
come the serious challenge of 
Naxalism, he said.  The country 
observes the Police Commemo-
ration Day on October 21 to 
remember the sacrifices of the 
police personnel, Yadav added. 
This day reminds us how im-
portant the role of our police 
force and armed forces is in 
maintaining national security, 
peace, and social order, accord-
ing to him. “The police and the 
armed forces have a special sig-
nificance in our history. In our 
eternal culture, bearing arms 
does not merely mean a display 
of power, but rather a pledge to 
protect society and the nation. 

Naxal menace ended in MP 
because of  brave soldiers: CM



RUDHRA gets 
recognition 

Lingampalli Himaja, a 
20-year-old student 

at Shri Vishnu Engineer-
ing College for Women, 
reached the James Dy-
son Award 2026 global 
top 20 with RUDHRA, 
a tool enabling visually 
impaired people to cre-
ate Braille documents 
independently. Winners, 
announced November 
4, receive £30,000 for 
further development 
and commercialisation. 
HimajaLingampalli, cre-
ator of RUDHRA, said: 
“I feel incredibly grate-
ful and proud to have 
this opportunity through 
the James Dyson Award. 
Representing India on an 
international platform is 
a meaningful milestone 
for me.” 

Organic Creamery 
opens store in Hyd

Organic Creamery by 
Iceberg has unveiled 

Craft House, its flagship 
store in Khajaguda, here. 
The store spread across 
5,000 sq. ft. was inaugu-
rated by ChinnaJeeyar 
Swamy and anchor Suma 
marking the brand’s flag-
ship branch opening in 
Hyderabad. Suhas B Shet-
ty, CEO, Organic Cream-
ery, said, “With Craft 
House, we wanted to cre-
ate a space that gave peo-
ple more reasons to come 
together over ice cream.”

Schneider Electric 
expands initiative 

Schneider Electric has 
kicked off Services 

Xpress in South India, 
bringing its mobile ser-
vice innovation hub to 
five states and 20+ cities 
in over 120 days.  Damini 
Chaudhari, VP – Services, 
Schneider Electric India., 
said: “Services Xpress 
gives us an opportunity 
to take our services capa-
bilities closer to industry 
and demonstrate their 
relevance in real-world 
operating environments. 
By bringing together 
condition-based mainte-
nance, digital monitoring 
and lifecycle services.”

Amazon’s festive 
sale goes live 

Amazon’s Great Indian 
Festival Reloaded 

begins Wednesday mid-
night, offering deals across 
smartphones, electron-
ics, fashion, beauty, home 
and essentials, plus faster 
festive deliveries and ex-
clusive Prime savings. 
Shoppers can access bank 
discounts, 5% Amazon 
Pay ICICI cashback, 10% 
Amazon Pay Later cash-
back, No-Cost EMI and 
exchange offers. AI tools 
Rufus and Lens simplify 
personalized product dis-
covery, visual search and 
price tracking, while Re-
view Highlights, Quick 
Learn, Buying Guides and 
tailored homepages sup-
port more informed shop-
ping decisions.

JSW MG Motors 
announces winners 

JSW MG Motor India 
announced eight win-

ners of the sixth MG 
Developer Program, its 
flagship startup initiative 
promoting automotive 
innovation and mobil-
ity technologies. Selected 
under the “Innovation 
in Automotive” theme 
were Nayan Technologies, 
Technod8.AI, LiveN-
Sense, LW3, Smaartbrand 
by Acquink Solutions, Fit-
sol, Cautio, and Meta Ma-
terials Circular Market. 
Anurag Mehrotra, MD, 
JSW MG Motor India, 
said: “We are entering an 
era where the boundaries 
between mobility, data, 
and artificial intelligence 
are rapidly converging.”
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“The vegetable oil and oilseed sector is navigating 
a changing global environment shaped by biofuel 
policies, shifting trade flows, price volatility and growing 
demand. Colombia, the world’s fourth-largest palm oil 
producer, offers promising opportunities for deeper trade 
engagement,” -Angshu Mallick, President,  
 Solvent Extractors’ Association of India
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Record 100-minute sellout: Jio 
Platforms IPO subscribed 3x times

DRAWS `66,500 CR BIDS AFTER RECORD-FAST START
New Delhi

JIO Platforms Ltd's Rs 
30,213-crore initial public of-
fering attracted a combined 
demand of about Rs 74,610 
crore, including its anchor 
allocation, after becoming 
India's fastest-ever IPO to 
achieve full subscription 
within 100 minutes of open-
ing on Wednesday.

The public issue was sub-
scribed 3.01 times by 5 p.m., 
with investors bidding for 
59.44 crore shares against 
19.75 crore shares on offer, 
according to exchange data.

Public bids were worth ap-
proximately Rs 66,500 crore, 
calculated at the upper end 
of the Rs 1,119 price band, 
while the anchor allocation 
added another Rs 8,110 crore 
to total demand.

The portion reserved for 
qualified institutional buyers 
was subscribed 9.02 times, 
with bids for 44.22 crore 
shares against 4.90 crore 
shares on offer. Domestic 
financial institutions, in-
cluding banks and insurers, 
bid for 25.02 crore shares, 
while foreign institutional 
investors sought 15.14 crore 
shares. Mutual funds bid for 

3.19 crore shares.
Demand from non-institu-

tional investors reached 1.58 
times the shares reserved for 
them. The retail investor seg-
ment remained under-sub-
scribed at 0.68 times, with 
bids for 5.78 crore shares 

against 8.50 crore shares on 
offer. Employee and share-
holder reservations were 
subscribed 1.30 times and 
1.38 times, respectively.

The strong institutional 
response follows an equally 
robust anchor-investor book. 

Jio allotted shares worth 
about Rs 8,110 crore to 212 
anchor investors at Rs 1,119 
apiece on Monday. Demand 
for the anchor allocation 
exceeded Rs 2.5 lakh crore, 
according to people familiar 
with the matter.

It took just 100 minutes for 
shares on offer to be lapped 
up by investors when the IPO 
opened for subscription on 
Wednesday, stock exchange 
data showed.

The early pace sets Jio 
apart from other large In-
dian offerings. Bajaj Housing 
Finance's IPO was fully sub-
scribed by 2 p.m. on its open-
ing day, while LG Electronics 
India's offering reached full 
subscription by the end of 
Day 1 in 2025. Hyundai Mo-
tor India's Rs 27,870-crore 
IPO, which held the previous 
record for India's largest pub-
lic offering, was subscribed 
just 18 per cent by the end of 
its first day in 2024.

Jio's offering is also struc-
turally different from those 
of Hyundai and LG Elec-
tronics, both of which were 
entirely offers for sale by 
existing shareholders. Jio is 
issuing up to 27 crore new 
shares, meaning the proceeds 

will go to the company rather 
than to shareholders selling 
their holdings.

Priced at Rs 1,065 to Rs 
1,119 a share, the IPO would 
value Jio Platforms at about 
$108 billion at the upper end 
of the range. The offering is 
set to surpass Hyundai Mo-
tor India's record and marks 
a landmark public-market 
test for the digital and tel-
ecom business of Reliance 
Industries Ltd, controlled by 
billionaire Mukesh Ambani.

The IPO is a major test 
of investor appetite for Jio's 
ambition to expand beyond 
telecom connectivity into 
digital services, cloud com-
puting and artificial intel-
ligence. The company has 
cited a customer base of 
533.3 million as a foundation 
for these businesses, seeking 
to convert its scale in con-
nectivity into higher-margin 
enterprise and technology 
revenue.

The latest figures show 
institutional investors con-
tinuing to drive the offering, 
while retail demand is build-
ing more gradually. The final 
subscription figures could 
change before the offer closes 
on Friday.

IPO DRAWS MASSIVE DEMAND
l	Jio Platforms IPO subscribed 3.01 times by 5 pm
l	Public issue attracts Rs 66,500 cr in bids
l	Total demand, including anchor allocation, 

reaches Rs 74,610 cr
l	Non-institutional investor segment subscribed 

1.58 times
l	Retail investor portion subscribed 0.68 times, 

remaining undersubscribed

Stock markets extend 
losses on banking, 

financial shares sell-off
MUMBAI: Equity bench-
mark indices extended their 
losses for a second straight 
session, with the Sensex 
dropping 143 points as sell-
ing in power, banking and 
financial stocks and elevated 
crude oil prices weighed 
on investor sentiment. Be-
sides, rising US bond yields 
and persistent FII selling 
also dampened the trad-
ing scenario. The 30-share 
BSE Sensex declined 143.21 
points, or 0.19 per cent, to 
close at 73,709.69. The in-
dex opened in the green and 
surged 829.29 points, or 1.12 
per cent, to hit an intraday 
high of 74,682.19, before par-
ing early gains to hit a low of 
73,229.45. The 50-share NSE 
Nifty dropped 77.60 points, 
or 0.34 per cent, to end at 
22,811.35. It had climbed to 
a high of 23,120.90 in early 
trade before sliding to an in-
traday low of 22,702.85.

Among the Sensex con-
stituents, Bajaj Finance, Eter-
nal, Trent, Axis Bank, NTPC, 

Maruti Suzuki India, Indi-
Go, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Bharat Electronics Ltd, Bajaj 
Finserv, Tata Steel, Titan and 
State Bank of India were the 
major laggards. HCL Tech-
nologies, Infosys, Tech Ma-
hindra, Tata Consultancy 
Services, UltraTech Cement, 
Bharti Airtel, PowerGrid, Re-
liance Industries, ITC, ICICI 
Bank and Sun Pharmaceuti-
cals were among the gainers.

Meanwhile, the Rs 
30,213-crore Jio Platforms 
IPO was subscribed nearly 
3 times on the first day of 
bidding on Wednesday. The 
largest public offer so far in 
India became the fastest-ever 
IPO to achieve full subscrip-
tion within 100 minutes of 
opening. "Indian equities 
gave up strong early gains 
as elevated crude prices and 
continued FII selling over-
shadowed optimism sur-
rounding India-US trade ne-
gotiations," said Vinod Nair, 
Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Ltd.

vivo unveils four new 
devices, Origin OS7

Hans Business 
Hyderabad

vivo India has launched the 
V80, X Fold6 and S2 FE, 
OriginOS 7, and a preview of 
its Mixed Reality (MR) head-
set, the Vision Discovery Edi-
tion. Together, these launches 
take vivo beyond individual 
flagship successes towards a 
more differentiated portfolio 
across smartphones, foldables 
and software.  Paigham Dan-
ish, CTO, Head of Product 
& GTM at vivo India, said, 
“Technology is at its best when 
it gives people more freedom 
to create, more ways to express 
themselves, more possibilities 
to get things done, and more 
ways to experience the world 
around them. That belief sits 
at the heart of vivo. The V80 
is built around the creator 
and the joy of capturing eve-
ryday moments; the X Fold6 
brings the power to do more, 
wherever you are; the S2 FE 
brings a more expressive and 
contemporary experience to a 
new generation; and OriginOS 
7 makes technology feel more 
intuitive and effortless.

Navratri sees sales of 11 lakh 
automobiles in 10 days: FADA

New Delhi

THE nine days of Navratri 
saw sales of nearly 11.23 lakh 
auto units over 10 days, tell-
ing a fundamentally healthy 
story of the Indian automo-
bile market, the data released 
by the Federation of Auto-
mobile Dealers Associations 
(FADA) showed on Wednes-
day.  The retail sales were 
up close to 27 per cent over 
2024 Navratri — the last truly 
comparable festive period — 
with passenger vehicles high-
er by over 10 per cent and 
two-wheelers by more than 
32 per cent.

“The marginal 6.52 per 
cent dip versus Navratri 2025 
is largely optical: last year 
Navratri ran 11 days against 
10 and coincided with the 
GST 2.0 roll-out, which 
pulled a wave of pent-up de-
mand into one extraordinary 
window,” said FADA Presi-
dent Sai Giridhar.

The real standout is elec-
trification — EV retails grew 
26.78 per cent and now ac-
count for close to 10.5 per 
cent of festive sales, up from 
about 7.7 per cent a year ago, 

showing that India’s EV shift 
has become self-sustaining.

“As we enter the Dhan-
teras-to-Diwali wave, we re-
main cautiously optimistic: 
affordability is strong, aspira-
tion is rising, and auto retail 
continues to mirror the en-
during momentum of the In-
dia Growth Story,” said Girid-
har. Meanwhile, domestic 
automobile retail sales rose 
31.82 per cent year-on-year 
to a record 25,36,920 units in 
September helped by festive 
demand and a low base, ac-
cording to FADA data.

As per the data, retail 
sales rose 4.69 per cent from 
August. However, Septem-
ber marked the industry's 
best-ever month. The head-
line annual growth should 

be viewed with caution as 
September 2025 sales were 
impacted by purchase defer-
ments ahead of the imple-
mentation of GST 2.0, FADA 
said. Moreover, the industry 
recorded its best-ever Sep-
tember across five of the six 
vehicle categories, while the 
first half of FY27 also saw re-
cord retail sales of 1,55,12,319 
units, up 20.77 per cent year-
on-year, it added. Segment-
wise, two-wheeler sales rose 
33.08 per cent year-on-year 
to 17,90,188 units, while pas-
senger vehicle sales increased 
32.10 per cent to 4,27,213 
units. Commercial vehicle 
sales grew 37.62 per cent to 
1,03,557 units, crossing the 
one-lakh mark in September 
for the first time.

Rupee settles at 
six-week high

MUMBAI: The rupee surged 
48 paise to close at 94.43 (pro-
visional) against the US dol-
lar on Wednesday, supported 
by foreign currency inflows 
linked to Reliance Industries' 
Jio Platforms IPO and RBI in-
tervention to contain dollar 
demand.However, forex trade 
analysts said weak domestic 
markets and higher crude oil 
prices were putting pressure on 
the rupee.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 94.78 against the 
dollar. In intraday trade, it 
touched a high of 94.41 and a 
low of 94.82 against the Ameri-
can unit. It eventually settled at 
94.43 (provisional) against the 
greenback, up 48 paise from its 
previous close.The Indian cur-
rency earlier recorded a similar 
closing level on September 4.

On Monday, the rupee 
settled lower by 2 paise at 
94.91 against the US dollar. 
Forex markets were closed 

on Tuesday on account of 
Dussehra."The rupee rose to a 
six-week high on IPO-driven 
foreign inflows and a relatively 
weak US dollar. However, weak 
domestic markets and elevated 
crude oil prices capped sharp 
gains," said Anuj Choudhary, 
Research Analyst, Mirae As-
set Sharekhan. He further said 
that the rupee is expected to 
trade with a positive bias on 
overall weakness in the dollar 
and softening of US treasury 
yields. "USD-INR spot price is 
expected to trade in a range of 
Rs 94.20 to Rs 94.80." Accord-
ing to analysts, a stronger ru-
pee can ease imported inflation 
and reduce currency-related 
costs for companies importing 
crude, electronics and other 
raw materials.

Centre inks `770-cr radar deal 
to help Army fight drone threats

New Delhi

THE Ministry of Defence has 
signed a contract with Bharat 
Electronics Limited (BEL) to 
procure Improved Low-Level 
Lightweight Radar (LLLR-I) 
at a cost of approximately Rs 
770 crore to boost the air de-
fence capability of the Indian 
Army.  The LLLR(I) system 
has the capability of detect-
ing and tracking fighter jet-
sized targets as well as mini 
and micro drones. It has the 
additional capability of pri-
oritising aerial targets. This 
will enable the Army to suc-
cessfully counter the threat 
of Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(UAS), the statement said.

The contract with the de-
fence PSU was signed in the 
presence of Defence Secre-
tary Rajesh Kumar Singh.

Aligning with the govern-
ment’s vision of Viksit Bharat 
@2047, the procurement is a 
significant step towards in-
digenisation of air defence 

platforms with a boost to In-
dia’s Defence manufacturing 
ecosystem, including Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) and build-
ing a resilient, self-reliant 
and globally competitive de-
fence industry, the statement 
added.

India’s defence sector has 
undergone a transformation-
al change over the past dec-
ade to emerge as a stronger, 
more self-reliant and globally 
credible force, with the coun-
try’s production of military 
hardware recording an over 

fourfold increase to touch Rs 
1.78 lakh crore in 2025-26 
compared with a mere Rs 4, 
746 crore in FY 2013-14, ac-
cording to official figures.

While production from 
public-sector entities ac-
counted for 76 per cent of 
this output, the private sec-
tor contributed the remain-
ing 24 per cent. Defence 
exports rose from a mere Rs 
686 crore in FY2013–14 to Rs 
38,424 crore in FY2025–26, 
with the country’s military 
hardware finding markets in 
over 80 countries.

AI boom could add up to $100 bn 
in market value through IPOs

New Delhi

INDIA'S fast-growing artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) ecosys-
tem could add between $50 
billion and $100 billion to 
the country's listed market 
capitalisation over the next 
two to five years as a growing 
number of AI startups tap 
public markets, according to 
a report. 

A report by Goldman 
Sachs showed that between 
25 per cent and 50 per cent 
of nearly 70 mid-to-late-
stage private AI companies 
in India could pursue initial 
public offerings over the pe-
riod with listings potentially 
occurring at valuations aver-
aging about four times their 
current estimated worth.

"The listings could broad-
en India's listed AI universe, 
bringing several under-rep-
resented segments of the AI 
value chain into the public 
markets," said Timothy Moe, 
co-head of Asia macro re-
search and chief Asia-Pacific 
equity strategist at Goldman 
Sachs.

Private equity funding for 
Indian AI startups has tripled 
since 2024, while AI's share 

of total private equity alloca-
tions has increased fourfold 
to account for about one-fifth 
of all private capital invested 
in the country.

The report highlighted 
that India is now among the 
top six destinations globally 
for private AI funding and 
among the top four coun-
tries for newly funded AI 
companies. It also identified 
84 private firms as ‘Private 
AI Contenders’ with a com-
bined estimated value of $55 
billion. 

These companies have ac-
counted for nearly 40 per 
cent of all AI-related private 
capital raised in India since 
2025 and represent business-
es across the AI value chain, 
the report added.

The largest opportunity 
lies in upstream AI enablers 
which the report values at 
around $35 billion.

SEA eyes Colombia 
for palm oil supplies 

NEW DELHI: Colombia 
could become an alternative 
palm oil supplier for India as 
top producers Indonesia and 
Malaysia step up biodiesel 
blending, which threatens to 
restrict supplies for food use, 
the edible oil trade body said 
on Wednesday. 

"Colombia, the world's 
fourth-largest palm oil pro-
ducer, offers promising op-
portunities for deeper trade 
engagement," Angshu Mal-
lick, president of the Solvent 
Extractors' Association of 
India (SEA), said in a state-
ment.  Colombia has sup-
plied about 2,00,000 tonnes 
of palm oil to India in the re-
cent past, Mallick said, add-
ing that the country could 
help broaden India's sourc-
ing base. India is the world's 
biggest importer of vegetable 
oils.  SEA plans to send a 
high-level delegation to Co-
lombia early next year. It also 
expects to sign a memoran-
dum of understanding with 
Fedepalma, Colombia's na-
tional federation of oil palm 
growers, to provide a frame-
work for closer engagement.

Gas fuelled ammonia, urea 
plant to run on RE fuel

New Delhi

INDIA will convert an 
existing natural gas fuelled 
ammonia and urea plant to 
run on renewable power, 
creating one of the world’s 
largest green ammonia 
plants with an annual 
output target of about 1.1 
million tonnes, a new report 
has said. 

The report from Singa-
pore-based Asian Power 
(AP) said the project will 
be developed by AM Green 
Ammonia (India) Private 
Limited and is backed by 
financing from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
and Japan.

It marks their first joint 
investment under the Ac-
tion for Creating Energy 
Security for Long-term 
Resilience (ACCEL).

ACCEL was launched 
by the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and the Gov-
ernment of Japan in May 
2026 as a joint initiative that 
helps Asia-Pacific nations 
and businesses handle high 
energy costs, fuel swings, 
and supply limits.

The financing includes a 
$100 million loan from the 

Leading Asia’s Private Infra-
structure Fund 2, financed 
by the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency and 
administered by ADB, the 
report said.

“By using renewable en-
ergy instead of fossil fuels, 
India can produce it with 
far lower emissions and at a 
scale that can help reshape 
this industry,” the publica-
tion cited ADB President 
Masato Kanda.

“The initiative has two 
tracks: short-term support 
for corporate liquidity, 
particularly for small and 
medium-sized enterprises, 
and longer-term support 
for more diversified and 
sustainable energy systems,” 
the report said.

ACCEL brings together 
financial support and 
investment to help countries 
manage immediate shocks 
and build stronger energy 
systems for the future, a 
statement from ADB said.

India has crossed 300 GW 
of installed non-fossil fuel-
based electricity generation 
capacity as of July 2026, 
with around 55.29 GW of 
non-fossil fuel capacity dur-
ing FY26.
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T
elugu cinema had a pleas-
ant Dasara 2026 as Jailer 
2, Ranabaali and Garividi 

Lakshmi had a decent opening 
during the festival season. 

Even though the movies 
were completely different 

in terms of genre and 
target audiences, all 

of them seem to 
have performed 
in the same way. It 

was Rajinikanth’s film 
Jailer 2 that had a massive 

success during the holiday 
season. Rajinikanth’s movies are always in 

demand, but the dubbed Telugu version of Jailer 2 seems 
to be exceptionally popular for some reason. The film has 

a considerable audience due to the superstar’s 
vast following, and the holiday 
season complemented the attrac-

tion, making the film one of 
the highest-grossing.

It was not the first 
time, however, Vijay 

Deverakonda’sRanabaali has done better than expected on 
the first Sunday of the holiday season. Even though the film 
got mixed reviews, it still has a decent audience that keeps 
it on the charts in the middle of the festive season. It will be 
essential to see how Ranabaali performs on weekdays after 
the holiday season since it will demonstrate the film’s true 
value. The most surprising success of Dasara 2026 appears 
to be Garividi Lakshmi. Since it did not have any star power, 
the film’s steady increase in ticket sales comes as a pleasant 
surprise. Word of mouth about Garividi Lakshmi has appar-
ently been growing throughout the holiday season. All three 
films have shown box-office results comparable to those 
of first Sunday shows. It will be interesting to see how the 
money earned compares to the number of viewers through-
out the entire length of the holiday season. It seems unlikely 
that anything would surpass Jailer 2 in terms of Rajinikanth’s 
starrer. However, Ranabaali did well on weekdays when 
combined with the holiday season. Overall, Garividi Laksh-
mi is proving to be a pleasant surprise in terms of box-office 
performance. On the other hand, the true trial 
awaits these films when the holiday 
season comes to an end. Since the 
week will no longer have 
extended weekends, the number 
of viewers will play an essential 
role in films’ further fortunes.

Dasara 2026 brings  Dasara 2026 brings  
box-office cheer for Tollywoodbox-office cheer for Tollywood

Y
uva Samrat Naga 
Chaitanya’s upcoming 
mythological thriller 

Vrushakarma is set to release 
globally in theatres on 4 th 
December 2026. Directed by 
Karthik Dandu, the film that 
blends mythology, mystery 
and suspense promises to give 
a unique cinema experience to 
the movie buff.

As the film readies for 
the Diwali Cine Season, the 
makers have come up with a 
special poster unveiled ahead 
of Dussehra. In the poster we 
see Naga Chaitanya as a fierce 
persona with a thick beard 
and red tilak, as he stands in 
a dark background, while a 
grand multi-armed goddess 
idol holding a golden spear is 
also present.

Reportedly, it will be the 
biggest budget film for Naga 

Chaitanya till date. Meenakshi 
Chaudhary and Sparsh Shriv-
astava are playing the roles of 
heroine and antagonist respec-
tively. It has been produced 
by BVSN Prasad under SVCC 
in association with Sukumar 
Writings and presented by 
Bapineedu and Co-produced 
by IVY Entertainments. 
As their shoot concludes, 
the makers are working on 
the post-production work 
which involves techni-
cal team comprising of 
cinematographer Ragul D. 
Herian, music composer B. 
AjaneeshLoknath, produc-
tion designer Sri Nagendra 
Tangala and editor Naveen 
Nooli. They are also expected 
to come up with more promo-
tional material as the release 
date nears. 

 - S Suhas

New ‘Vrushakarma’ 
poster creates curiosity

Yash impresses with ‘Ravana  
Tandav’ from ‘Ramayana’

R
ocking Star Yash 
stars as Ravana in 
a special musical 

reveal from Ramayana: 
Rise of a Legend unveiled 
on Dussehra ahead of the 
film’s worldwide theatrical 
release on November 5, 
2026.

Titled Rise of Asura 
in Hindi, the sequence 
spotlights the superstar’s 
striking on-screen presence 
and stature as Ravana, the 
powerful and pious king, 
with an intense devotion 
and larger-than-life aura. 
The musical unit takes in-
spiration from the popular 
folklore of Ravana and 
Lord Shiva’s Tandav, and 
draws on the character’s 
mythological moorings.

The Hindi version 
features vocals by Vishal 
Dadlani, lyrics by Dr 
Kumar Vishwas, and music 
direction by A. R. Rahman 
and HiralViradia while the 
Telugu version features lyr-
ics by RakenduMouli and 
vocals by Devi Sri Prasad. 
The units are titled Ravana-

Tandava in Kannada and 
RavanaTandavam in Tamil 
and Telugu. Directed by 
Nitesh Tiwari and produced 
by Namit Malhotra’s Prime 

Focus Studios, alongside 
DNEG and Yash’s Mon-
ster Mind Creations, the 
two-part epic stars Ranbir 
Kapoor as Rama, Sai Pal-

lavi as Sita, Sunny Deol as 
Hanuman and Ravie Dubey 
as Lakshman. The sequel is 
slated to release on Diwali 
2027.  - P Ravi Teja

‘Yellamma’ 
locks March 
2027 release

M
usic composer 
Devi Sri Pras-
ad is all set to 

make his acting debut 
with an upcoming 
devotional rustic action 
drama Yellamma, which 
will hit the theatres 
worldwide on March 5, 
2027. The makers of the 
film unveiled the release 
date.

The National Award-
winning filmmaker 
VenuYeldandi, who 
recently bagged the 
coveted Balagam, is 
directing the film. It is 
presented by Dil Raju 
while Shirish is produc-
ing the film under Sri 
Venkateswara Crea-
tions.

Apart from playing 
the lead role, Devi Sri 
Prasad (DSP) will also 
be seen composing the 
music of the film. The 
music maestro’s transi-
tion from music to act-
ing has drawn immense 
attention. The first-look 
poster of DSP as Parshi 
was released on his 
birthday, which went 
viral as he was seen 
sporting the character 
in a humble get-up.

The team is cur-
rently busy with the 
preparations as the film 
is gearing up for its re-
lease on the scheduled 
date. With Yeldandi 
and DSP on board, the 
film promises to give 
an altogether differ-
ent experience to the 
audience. Yellamma will 
release in Telugu, Tamil, 
Hindi, Malayalam, and 
Kannada, making it 
one of the most awaited 
pan-India films this 
year.  - S Suhas

C
harming Star Sharwa’s 
upcoming period ac-
tion drama Bhogi has 

released the second single 
titled “AnnayyaPaanam Lo 
PoosinaPuvvulu,” which 
highlights the bonding of 
brother with his five sisters.

The movie directed by 
Sampath Nandi is set in the 
early 60s on the Maharash-
tra-Adilabad border. The 
latest single also provides a 
peek into the romance be-
tween Sharwa and Anupama 
Parameswaran, who plays 
the role of one of the sisters 
alongside Dimple Hayathi.

The song has been com-
posed by BheemsCeciroleo, 
who has created an earthy 
melody, while an Oscar 
winner Chandra Bose has 
written beautiful lyrics to 
depict the bonding between 
the siblings. Furthermore, 
the singer Sri Krishna has 
given a soulful voice to the 

track, which has been cho-
reographed by Anee Master. 
The video includes village 
footages and family mo-
ments. While Sharwa looks 
charming in the rustic ava-
tar, Anupama also fits right 
into the set-up. Moreover, 
the single follows “Egiliva-
ranga”, which had showcased 

the music style of the film. 
The movie has been pro-
duced by KK Radhamohan 
under Sri Sathya Sai Arts 
and presented by Lakshmi 
Radhamohan. It has been 
captured by Kishor Kumar’s 
lens, and the makers have yet 
to unveil its theatrical release 
date.  - P Ravi Teja

Sharwanand’s ‘Bhogi’ 
unveils heart-warming 

second single

A
adi Saikumar's up-
coming big-budget 
mystery thriller has 

been named as 'Aadi Rudr-
ra' with the film's makers 
releasing an intriguing title 
poster and motion video 
on Dussehra. The movie 
promises to deliver a blend 
of spirituality, supernatural 
forces, and suspense.

Reportedly, the project 
has been produced by 
Prashanth G Rudrappa 
under Trishul Entertain-
ments and is written and 
directed by Navarrasan. 
The poster highlights Aadi 
wielding a trident with 
Goddess Durga's image 
towering in the background 
while crowds bearing flam-
ing torches circle around a 
ritual ground.

Set in 1960s-1990s, Aadi 
Rudrra's film wants to 
create a unique period at-
mosphere while also delving 
into themes of faith, divin-

ity, and supernatural forces. 
Motion video's background 
music, composed by B. 
AjaneeshLoknath, heightens 
its spiritual and suspenseful 
feel, while cinematography 
is handled by AJ Shetty.

They intend to start the 
shoot in January and have 
more details about the film's 
star cast and schedule in the 
coming days. It is expected 
to be a noteworthy addition 
to Aadi Saikumar's career.

Aadi Rudrra is set to hit 
the pan-Indian theatre in 
Telugu, Kannada, Tamil, 
Hindi, and Malayalam lan-
guages targeting a diverse 
audience.  -P Ravi Teja

Aadi Saikumar’s divine mystery 
thriller titled‘Aadi Rudrra’

Mythri Movie Makers 
is all set to release the film 
Donga NaaKoduku, which 
stars MouliTanuj Prasanth as 
the lead actor on November 
13. Mythri Movie Makers 
has released the teaser of the 
comedy entertainer directed 
by debutant SreenuKambala.

Mouli plays the role of 
Eeshwar, a B-Tech dropout 
who prioritizes money over 
relationships. However, the 
comical twist of the story is 
that the elements of robbery 
and crime get mixed in with 
romance and suspense. The 
humorous tiffin incident at 
the beach between Eeshwar 
and his girlfriend provides a 
comic relief to the climax of 

the teaser. After his success-
ful debut in Little Hearts, 
Mouli displays his comic 
skills with a loads of screen 
energy. Sushmitha Shetty 
plays the love interest of the 
protagonist while Ali and 
Rajitha play the role of his 
parents. Raghubabu, Priya 

and Gundu Sudharshan play 
the other key roles in the 
film.

Produced by Naveen 
Yerneni and Y Ravi Shankar, 
the film has been shot by 
Suriya Balaji and the music 
has been composed by Sin-
jithYerramilli.  -P Ravi Teja

‘Donga NaaKoduku’ 
teaser unveiled; 

promises a comedy ride
S

umanth Prabhas’ yuppy 
new-age entertainer 
‘Babloo XXL’ created a 

splash on the social media 
today with the makers un-
veiling the title and a vibrant 
first-look poster of the film 
which is being produced by 
SreeVenkateswara Cinemas 
on Dussehra.

Presented by Puskur 
Ram Mohan Rao, Bharat N 
Narang produces and Sonali 
Narang is the presenter, 
the film marks writer cum 
director SaailuKaampati's 
comeback after a Rs. 200 
crore blockbuster 'Raju Weds 
Rambai'.

In the poster, young star 
Sumanth Prabhas is seen 
in a happy mood with a 
victory symbol on his right 
hand and a vibrant floral 
shirt, with Mancherial’s 
clock tower, an ancient stone 
bridge and the temple as 
the backdrop, an Instagram 
Reels like picture with social 
media icons as the picture 

frame with the hero and 
heroine seen in a romantic 
pose on the ancient stone 
bridge is the first-look image 
of the film. Gahazy SK plays 
the leading lady while the film 
has the presence of superstar 
names like Radhika Sarathku-
mar, Jayalalitha and Sivaji Raja 
among others. Wajid Baig has 
been roped in for cinema-
tography, Vijay Bhulganin 
has scored the music, Naresh 
Adupa has edited the film 
while Pawan Kalyan Yellapu 
has designed the Art. The film 
is currently in the shooting 
phase.  - S Suhas

Sumanth Prabhas’ Gen Z 
entertainer ‘Babloo XXL’ unveiled


