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Punjab CM detained at
Delhi airport, fined I50K

NEW DELHI: The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday alleged that Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann was detained for
nearly three hours at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport after returning
from Paris, before officials
issued him a challan of Rs
50,000, claiming they were
under “tremendous pres-
sure from above”.

The party has accused
the Centre of deliberately
humiliating Mann and cre-
ating hurdles in Punjab's
progress, linking the alleged
incident to repeated denials
of political clearance for
the chief minister's foreign
visits. Baltej Pannu, AAP's
media in-charge in Punjab,
alleged that Mann was kept
waiting at the airport under
the pretext that his luggage
was still arriving and being
checked. “When Mann
returned from Paris and
arrived at the Delhi airport,

Bhagwant Mann

he was deliberately detained
for three hours. Excuses
were made that ‘your lug-
gage is still arriving' and
'your luggage is still being
checked',” Pannu said in a
statement.

He further claimed that
officials approached Mann
just as he was about to leave
the airport after loading
his luggage into a vehicle.
“After three hours, when
Mann was allowed to leave
and was about to depart
after placing his luggage
in a vehicle, officials came
running after him and
said that they were under
‘tremendous pressure from

()

above')’ Pannu alleged.

eudhra's
security code
compromised

NEW DELHI: Indian digi-
tal certification authority
eMudhra has revealed that
private keys associated with
its certificates have been
compromised, which verify
trusted digital assets and en-
sure secure online data trans-
mission, according to an
advisory from the cybersecu-
rity watchdog Cert-In. Not-
ing that eMudhra operates
its Indian services, includ-
ing eSign, and a global cer-
tificate business, government
sources said that the problem
arose in the global business,
and that the impact on India
is expected to be "limited".

MLA Rajesh Reddy participates in Bathukamma celebrations at Tank Bund in Nagarkurnool on Tuesday

Dasara celebrations held with grandeur

HAaNs NEwS SERVICE
NAGARKURNOOL

DASARA celebrations were
held with great enthusiasm
at Tank Bund in the town
on Tuesday.

The venue was decorated
with colourful lights, while
special arrangements were
made for Bathukamma
displays.

Selfie points, a water

fountain and other
attractions added to
the festive atmosphere.
Nagarkurnool MLA Dr
Kuchukulla Rajesh Reddy
personally supervised the
arrangements to make the
venue attractive for the
celebrations.

As part of the festivities,

Kuchukulla participated
in the Bathukamma
celebrations along

with his wife, Saritha
Reddy. Thousands of
people gathered at Tank
Bund, performed the
traditional Jammi tree
worship and exchanged
Vijayadashami greetings.

Women participated in
large numbers, carrying
colourful Bathukammas
and celebrating the festival
with traditional fervour.
Special cultural
programmes organised at
the open auditorium near
Tank Bund attracted large
crowds. The performances

added to the festive spirit,
with women, youth and
families participating
enthusiastically. The
celebrations reflected
Telangana’s rich cultural
heritage and traditions,
transforming Nagarkurnool
Tank Bund into a vibrant
festive venue.

Ashutosh Ranka (L), Saurav Das
Court orders CJP
leaders' release

NEW DELHI: A Special Ex-

ecutive Magistrate (SEM) on

Wednesday ordered the release

of CJP leaders Saurav Das and

Ashutosh Ranka following the

expiry of their judicial custody

in connection with the Octo-
ber 14 protest at Jantar Mantar.

The two leaders were pro-

duced before the magistrate,

where their surety documents
were also submitted during the
proceedings.

Agri pumpsets jump
38%in 12yrs

Continued from P1

Farmers have been getting
regular alerts on the rains and
the El Nino conductions in re-
cent times. Fearing non-avail-
ability of irrigation facilities
during the dry spell, officials
said, farmers were knocking
on the doors of the Energy De-
partment for new agricultural
pumpset connections.

Energy wing officials have
warned that the number of
pumpsets could increase to 35
lakh over the next three years if
weather conditions don’t turn
conducive. Energy expert and
member of the State Advisory
Committee to Telangana
Electricity Regulatory
Commission M Venugopala
Rao said that the increas-
ing number of pumpsets is
the result of the increasing
agriculture-related activities.

According to him, the
farmers are depending on
ground water for farming as
irrigation projects cannot im-
mediately meet the increasing
irrigation needs.
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Believe me, the India-US
trade deal is just weeks away.
I've been telling you this for
years. Don't you remember?

Will fill all vacant posts in police wing by 2028: CM

Continued from P1

Calling upon the police to
deal with the cases involving
women and children with
greater sensitivity, Revanth
Reddy emphasised that there
should be no delay in deliver-
ing justice to victims. “Ensur-
ing the safety of women is not
solely the responsibility of the
Police Department. Every
individual in society should
also take the responsibility of

womens safety”

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed his concern over the
drug menace and appealed
to the police to ensure that
youth do not fall victim to the
drug abuse. He commended
the ‘Eagle Force' for their
unstinted efforts in curbing
drug trafficking and appreci-
ated the DGP’s endeavour in
this regard. Since the mainte-
nance of law and order is cru-

cial for the development of the
state, the Chief Minister said,
the state government is giving
top priority to strengthen the
Police Department.

Revanth Reddy highlight-
ed the initiatives taken to
strengthen the police wing.
“We are leveraging modern
technology in the Police De-
partment to effectively ad-
dress new challenges. Besides,
the human-centric approach

of the police force must re-
main unchanged, the Chief
Minister said.

The Telangana Standards
Authority for Food and Es-
sential Drugs (TG SAFE) unit
had been established to take
a firm and uncompromising
stance against food adultera-
tion, he underlined.

Remembering the martyrs
of the Police Department
who had laid down their lives

while discharging their du-
ties, the Chief Minister said:
“Discipline is police strength
and integrity is their hon-
our. The sense of security
police provide to the public
is the greatest recognition
to the cops. Police are not
alone in their grief. The state
government stands with the
bereaved family and the en-
tire society of Telangana also
stands with you”

Foreign forces behind regime
change narrative: BJP

NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Wednesday alleged that a
“clear nexus” had emerged
between forces within and
outside India that were
opposed to the country’s
growing global influence.
Party national spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi accused
them of seeking to destabi-
lise the country by creating
social divisions and attack-
ing its cultural and religious
traditions.

Addressing the media
at the BJP headquarters,
Trivedi said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
Vijayadashami message had
highlighted three defining
characteristics of such forces:
“loot after coming to power,
division in society and ha-
tred towards Indian culture
and Hinduism”.

He alleged that some
groups were pursuing
campaigns against Sanatan
Dharma and “global Hindu-
tva’, while also questioning
the credibility of Indian

institutions. Trivedi cited re-
peated allegations concern-
ing the SBI, SEBI, vaccines,
EVMs and electoral bonds
as examples of what he
described as a pattern of
attempts to discredit institu-
tions. Using the imagery

of Ravana’s multiple heads,
Trivedi argued that such
campaigns could not be
understood merely through
their individual demands.
“Fulfil one demand and an-
other demand will emerge,”
he said, arguing that the
“real source” behind differ-
ent protests and campaigns
had to be identified.

He alleged that forces
opposed to India’s progress
were using different “dis-
guises” and that their stated
demands were not their
ultimate objective. Referring
to calls for “regime change”,
he alleged that some of these
forces ultimately sought to
promote violent conflict,
political destabilisation and
social fragmentation.
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Macron blasts
Trump for stupid
claims on riots

PARIS: President Emmanuel
Macron said on Wednesday
that foreign leaders - includ-
ing those "on the other side
of the Atlantic" - were seek-
ing to exploit France's tense
social climate for political
gain following a weekend of
street violence and looting.

Protests over soaring liv-
ing costs have led to wide-
spread rioting and looting
that have drawn worldwide
attention and shocked many
French citizens.

POTENTIAL FEDERAL HATE CRIME
US lawmakers urge FBI to
probe temple shooting plot

WASHINGTON: A bipartisan-
free Democratic-led group of
105 US lawmakers has urged the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) to investigate an attempted
mass shooting at a Hindu temple
in Aurora, Illinois, as a poten-
tial federal hate crime, citing
concerns over anti-Indian, anti-
Hindu and broader anti-South
Asian  hostility. ~ Alexandros
Paporakis, 19, was arrested on
October 11 for plotting a mass
shooting at the Sri Venkateswara
Swami (Balaji) temple.

Led by Indian American
Congressman ~ Raja  Krish-
namoorthi, the lawmakers sent
a letter dated October 20 to FBI
Director Kash Patel seeking de-
tails of the Bureau’s investiga-
tion into the alleged plot at the
Sri Venkateswara Swami (Balaji)
Hindu temple.

They also called for greater
scrutiny of credible online
threats against Indian Ameri-
cans, Hindu Americans, Sikhs
and other South Asian commu-
nities.

PM reviews state of economy
with FM, EAC-PM members

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednesday held a
meeting with permanent members of
the Economic Advisory Council to

the Prime Minister (EAC-PM), Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and Finance ministry officials to discuss
the state of the economy, sources said.
"The meeting was on the current state

of the Indian economy.
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Rubio pushes energy ties,
Venezuelan crude

Rubio, accompanied by his wife, Jeanette Dous-
debes Rubio, toured the world’s largest single-site
oil-refining complex, the Vantara wildlife rescue and
conservation centre, and Reliance’s emerging clean-
energy manufacturing hub, people familiar with the
visit said. He spent a few hours in Jamnagar before
departing for the United States. Almost the entire
Ambani family, led by billionaire Reliance chairman
Mukesh Ambani, welcomed the US delegation.

Run-up to TG’s Global Summit ‘26
¢ * * b
Curtain raiser’ events

mulled in metro cities

PATAN AFzZAL BABU

HYDERABAD: The Telanga-
na government has finalised
an action plan for a focused
multi-city campaign for three
days leading up to the “Invest
Telangana Global Summit
2026” starting December 7,
including curtain-raisers in
Hyderabad, Delhi, Mumbai
and Bengaluru. Several film
stars and big celebrities would
be roped in for a campaign to
make the summit, being at-

tended by a large number of
investors, a big success. A big
Air Show is being planned to
mark the finale of the summit
on December 9. A glittering
event would also be part of
the summit to showcase Tel-
angana’s cultural grandeur to
the world. The curtain-raiser
events for the ‘Invest Telan-
gana Global Summit’ are be-
ing organised on a grand scale
particularly in Hyderabad on
October 24 and in Delhi on
October 29.
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BRS alleges irregularities in
allotment of Indiramma housing

HANSs NEwS SERVICE
Kuammam

BRS Rajya Sabha member
Vaddiraju Ravichandra on
Wednesday called upon
party cadres to participate
in large numbers in a protest
against alleged irregularities
in the allotment of Indiram-
ma houses to the poor at
the district Collectorate on
Thursday.

The Left parties will also
join the protest programme.

Addressing a prepara-
tory meeting at Telangana
Bhavan here on Wednesday,
Ravichandra alleged that
the Congress government
was discriminating against
eligible poor families in the
allocation of houses. He ap-
pealed to BRS workers and
leaders to make the protest
scheduled for October 22
a success. The meeting
was attended by MLC Tata
Madhusudhan, former MLA
Sandra Venkata Veeraiah,
former Zilla Parishad chair-
man Lingala Kamal Raj and
other party leaders.

Ravichandra welcomed
the Left parties’ decision
to join the protest, stat-
ing that their participation
would help highlight the
alleged injustice being done
to eligible beneficiaries. He
said he would discuss the
issue with BRS working
president KT Rama Rao and
pursue legal action seeking
the repeal of Government
Order 33, which, he alleged,
had facilitated the forma-
tion of Indiramma housing
committees dominated by
Congress leaders.

The Rajya Sabha MP

alleged that the committees
were being used to accom-
modate Congress leaders
and prevent them from
migrating to the BRS. He
questioned the government’s
decision to abandon the lot-
tery-based allotment system,
claiming that the present
approach had created scope
for arbitrary decisions and
deprived deserving poor
families of housing benefits.

Recalling the previous
BRS government’s housing
programme under former
chief minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao, Ravichandra
said double-bedroom houses
had been constructed and
allotted through a lottery
system, which, according to
him, ensured a fairer process
irrespective of political af-
filiations.

He alleged that the present
government was resorting
to police pressure to deter
Congress leaders and work-
ers who were considering
joining the BRS amid dissat-
isfaction with the adminis-
tration. He also criticised the
three ministers representing
the district, accusing them
of failing to adequately ad-
dress the concerns of poor
families. Ravichandra urged
BRS cadres to gather at the
Khammam Collectorate with
party flags and participate in
the protest to demand fair
allotment of houses to eligi-
ble beneficiaries and the can-
cellation of the Indiramma
housing committees.

Party leaders Pagadala
Nagaraju, Bellam Venu,
Khamar and others were
present at the preparatory
meeting.

Rubio dismisses India
protests as internal matter

MUMBAI:  US  Secretary
of State Marco Rubio on
Wednesday refused to com-
ment on the recent protests
against the Election Com-
mission, terming it an “inter-
nal political matter” Rubio,
currently in India on an of-
ficial visit, was also dismiss-
ive of the reference to UN
experts’ criticism of the pro-
tests. According to a release
issued by the Department of
State on Wednesday, Rubio
also said that the UN ‘“ex-
perts are the oxymoron.” “It’s

a domestic political matter.
I'm not going to get involved
in their politics. This is a de-
mocracy.

They have elections here,
so I'm not going to opine on
their domestic political mat-
ters,” he said in response to
a question on protests from
the opposition and students
in India. Rubio said that
even the US witnesses pro-
tests every day and that they
are reflective of the political
discourse and differences of
opinion.

SBI probes suspected dark web exposure of 3,897 customer records

HDFC probe finds senior
execs leaked confidential info

NEw DELHI

THE country's largest bank,
SBI, on Wednesday said it is
investigating the suspected
exposure of 3,897 customer
records containing person-
ally identifiable information
on the dark web, following
alerts it received on October
16 from its threat intelligence
service provider, the Defence
Cyber Agency, and CERT-In.
A preliminary analysis
of around 3.75 lakh records
available on the dark web
identified 3,897 customer
records containing sensi-

tive information, including
registered mobile numbers,
dates of birth, names, gender,
email addresses and residen-
tial addresses, State Bank of
India (SBI) said in the regu-
latory filing on Wednesday.
The exposed information
reportedly also included
branch and Customer Infor-
mation File (CIF) identifiers,
lead IDs, and metadata
associated with loan and
lead records and other
related files. It said a detailed
investigation was required to
establish the authenticity and
completeness of the exposed

data, determine the potential
source and extent of the
exposure, and assess the
associated risks to customers
and the bank.

SBI said it had promptly

activated its cyber incident
response and contain-

ment protocols. It had also
engaged an independent
cybersecurity agency empan-
elled by CERT-In to conduct

a comprehensive assessment
and investigate the alleged
compromise.

The incident has had
no material impact on
the bank's core business
operations, financial
performance or business
continuity, the filing said,
adding that its core busi-
ness functions continued
to operate normally with-
out disruption.

A detailed assessment is
underway, and the bank is
implementing appropriate
remedial and preventive
measures, it said.

NEW DELHI: HDEC
BanK’s internal investiga-
tion has found evidence
that two senior executives
disclosed confidential
business strategies and
potentially market-sensitive
information to outsiders.
The investigation is still
underway, with the bank
examining whether the
information was misused,
according to the report. The

executives, who oversee
key businesses and func-
tions at the lender, have
been formally informed
of the findings. It was not
immediately clear what
disciplinary action would
follow. An HDFC Bank
spokesperson acknowl-
edged the internal review
but declined to comment
on its findings or identify
the executives involved.

India, US trade
deal to be much
different: Trump

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
said that India and the US are
"pretty close” to reaching a
trade deal, which will be much
different than the earlier pacts.

Speaking to reporters at
the Oval Office on Tuesday,
Trump said India and the
US were pretty close to mak-
ing a trade deal. "They want
to make a deal. We're going
to make a deal. Pretty close,
yeah," Trump said in response
to a question.




