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Patan Afzal Babu  
Hyderabad

ALTHOUGH successive 
governments have claimed 
that the irrigation facilities 
in the state have “improved” 
and cite the construction of 
new projects and comple-
tion of existing projects, par-
ticularly after the formation 
of Telangana state in 2014, 
the galling reality is that 
most farmers are inexorably 
dependent on agricultural 

pumpsets for the farming 
needs. No wonder, the num-
ber of active pumpsets has 
increased from 19 lakh to a 
whopping 30.60 lakh in just 
12 years. Over the last two 
years alone, two lakh new 
pumpsets have been sanc-
tioned for meeting farming 
needs. 

As per official data, the 
total number of agricultural 
pumpsets in December 2023, 
when the Bharatiya Rasth-
tra Samithi stepped down 
from power, was 28,69,441.  
A total number of 30,60,821 
pumpsets were function-
ing in the state  as of August 
2026. More than 10,000 ap-
plications are still pending 
with the Energy Department 
for clearance. 

In all, 15,65,981 pumpsets 
were given connection with 
free  power supply by the 

TGNPDCL (Northern Power 
Distribution Company Lim-
ited) to farmers in old Waran-
gal, Karimnagar, Adilabad, 
Nizamabad and Medak dis-
tricts. The TGSPDCL is sup-

plying free power to as many 
as 14,94,840 pumpsets in old 
Nalgonda, Khammam, Ran-
gareddy, Mahbubnagar, and  
some  parts of Hyderabad.
Officials of the Energy De-

partment attributed several 
reasons for the increasing 
number of pumpsets, more 
so after the formation of the 
Telangana state. The medium 
and large farmers, owning 

more than five acres of ag-
ricultural land, are focusing 
on cultivating more crops 
by using pumpsets. Many 
of these farmers are adopt-
ing multi-crops, along with 
paddy, during the dry sea-
son. This could be the main 
reason for the increasing 
use of pumpsets. The small 
farmers too, worried over 
the decreasing prospects of 
available irrigation water 
reaching their end, prefer 
pumpsets, instead of waiting 
indefinitely for completion 
of various irrigation projects. 

Officials said that fast-
changing weather conditions 
over the last five years and 
the far-reaching threat of the 
dry season over the last two 
years, could be the main rea-
son for the spike in the num-
ber of pumpsets by two lakh. 

Continued on Page 7

AS IRRIGATION PROJECTS REMAIN A PIPEDREAM…

Agri pumpsets jump 38% in 12 yrs
Increased from 19 lakh in 2014 to 30.60 lakh now;  

Rise in paddy output linked to rise in no. of pumpsets 

8 Medium, large 
farmers go for 
multiple crops

8 Small farmers 
have no hopes of 
available water 
reaching them 

8 Number of 
pumpsets could 
go up to 35 lakh 
over 3 yrs

Will fill all vacant posts in police wing by 2028: CM 
Patan Afzal Babu  

Hyderabad

TELANGANA Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy has declared that all the 
vacant posts in the state Police Depart-
ment will be filled by 2028.  Addressing a 
gathering at the Police Commemoration 
Parade in Hyderabad on Wednesday, 
the Chief Minister said that the govern-

ment had already issued notification to 
fill 5,000 vacancies in the Police Depart-
ment. The recruitment to fill 112 DSP 
posts was unprecedented in the history 
of Telangana state, he mentioned. Be-
sides, the government  was appointing 
transgenders as traffic assistants and 
thus enhancing their self-respect and 
dignity in society. 

The Chief Minister also declared that 
the ex gratia amount being paid to home 
guards who die in service would be in-
creased to Rs 10 lakh from Rs 5 lakh. The 
Chief Minister instructed Director-Gen-
eral of Police CV Anand to take steps 
towards increasing the ex gratia payable 
to home guards. 

Continued on Page 7

'Curtain raiser' 
events mulled  
in metro cities

P7

Jamnagar (Gujarat)

US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio on Wednesday 
visited Reliance Industries' 
sprawling Jamnagar com-
plex, bringing Wash-
ington's push to deepen 
energy ties with India into 
focus at a time when the 
Trump administration 
is seeking greater access 
to the country's refining 
capacity, more purchases 
of American energy and 
expanded investment by 
Indian companies in the 
United States.  Cont'd on P7

Rubio pushes energy 
ties, Venezuelan crude 

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, 
US Ambassador to India Sergio 
Gor, Executive Director of Reliance 
Industries Limited Anant Ambani with 
wife Radhika Merchant and others 
during the former's visit to Reliance 
Industries' giant oil-refining complex, 
in Jamnagar on Wednesday

US Secretary of State visits Ambani's Jamnagar refinery


