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VIJAYAWADA Munici-
pal Corporation (VMC) 
Commissioner HM Dhya-
nachandra has directed 
officials to make compre-
hensive arrangements for 
the immersion of Ganesh 
idols in the city during 
Ganesh Chaturthi, ensur-
ing that devotees face no 
inconvenience. The Com-
missioner on Thursday in-
spected several immersion 
points and key locations, 
including the MG Road 
Police Control Room, 
Tummalapalli Kalakshetra 
Road, Vinayaka Temple 
Road, Seethamma Vari 
Padalu, Bhavanipuram 
Head Water Works, RTC 
Workshop Road, HB 
Colony and Vidyadhar-
puram. At Seethamma 
Vari Padalu, he instructed 
officials to keep all ar-
rangements ready well 
in advance, including 
vehicles, cranes, lighting, 
sanitation personnel and 
other essential infrastruc-
ture. He stressed that 
adequate measures should 
be taken to maintain 
cleanliness and ensure the 
smooth movement and 
safety of devotees during 
the immersion process.

Dhyanachandra ap-
pealed to citizens to cel-
ebrate Ganesh Chaturthi 
in an eco-friendly manner 
and encouraged the use 
of clay idols to protect the 
environment. Meanwhile, 
at a meeting with officials 

at the VMC headquar-
ters, the Commissioner 
reviewed safety arrange-
ments at Ganesh pandals, 
with particular emphasis 
on fire prevention, electri-
cal safety and the stability 
of pandal structures.

He directed officials to 
ensure that every pandal 
has a 200-litre water 
drum, sand and CO₂ and 
dry chemical powder fire 
extinguishers. He also 
called for strict precau-
tions while installing 
lighting, decorations and 
electrical connections, 
warning against loose 
wires and short-circuit 
risks. Town planning 
officials were instructed 
to regularly inspect the 
stability of pandal stages. 
Dhyanachandra urged 
organisers and devotees 
to cooperate with officials 
in implementing safety 
measures.

He also directed 
organisers to provide 
separate dustbins for 

wet, dry and floral waste. 
Flower waste should be 
collected separately and 
handed over to the VMC 
for recycling into products 
such as incense sticks and 
dhoop sticks. Additional 
Commissioner (General) 
A Ravindrarao was ap-
pointed as the nodal of-
ficer to coordinate safety, 
sanitation and other 
arrangements at Ganesh 
pandals and ensure coor-
dination among various 
departments.

 Zonal Commissioner 
N Srinivas, Chief Medical 
Health Officer Dr Nirmala 
Glory, Deputy City Plan-
ner Chandrabose, Deputy 
Director (Horticulture) 
Chandrasekhar, Executive 
Engineer Srinivas, As-
sistant Medical Health 
Officer Dr Annapurna, 
Estate Officer A Sridhar, 
Assistant City Planners 
Rambabu, Mohan Babu 
and Ratnababu, SFO 
Naresh and other officials 
were present.

VMC gears up for
smooth Ganesh immersion

• Vijayawada Municipal Corporation Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra inspects several 
immersion points and key locations

•	Urges	organisers	and	devotees	to	cooperate	with	officials	in	implementing	safety	
measures

•	Officials	told	to	keep	all	arrangements	ready	well	in	advance,	including	vehicles,	
cranes,	lighting,	sanitation	personnel	and	other	essential	infrastructure

VMC Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra inspecting the 

River Krishna at Seethamma Vari Padalu in Vijayawada 

on Thursday as part of the arrangements for Ganesh idol 

immersion
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NTR district police have 
cracked a temple theft case 
within 72 hours and arrested 
three habitual offenders, 
recovering stolen property 
worth around Rs 15 lakh. 
The arrested persons were 
identified as Karam Sam-
baiah (28) of Velerupadu 
mandal in Eluru district, 
Derangula Malleshu (36) 
of Nagarkurnool district 
and Battula Kotaiah alias 
Kota Koteswara Rao (29) 
of Piduguralla in Palnadu 
district. NTR District Police 
Commissionerate Rural 
Division Deputy Police 
Commissioner (DCP) B 
Lakshminarayana produced 
the accused before the media 
at Chillakallu police station 
on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DCP said the theft was 
reported at Sri Chenna-
keswara Swamy Temple 
in Mutyala village under 
Chillakallu police station 
limits in Jaggaiahpet mandal. 
Acting on the directions of 
Police Commissioner SV 
Rajasekhar Babu, special 
teams were formed under 
the supervision of Nandiga-

ma ACP CH Srinivasa Rao 
and Jaggaiahpet Inspector 
Venkateswarlu, he said.

Police examined CCTV 
footage from the temple 
and surrounding areas and 
identified a suspicious car 
and its occupants. 

The footage revealed that 
the suspects had allegedly 
conducted a recce of the 
temple a day before the 
theft. Based on the vehicle 
number and photographs 
captured on CCTV, police 
tracked their movements 
and detained them near 
the outskirts of Kodad, he 
added. The DCP said the 
three accused were habitual 
offenders who had met while 
serving jail terms in previous 
cases. Kotaiah was familiar 

Temple theft case 
cracked within 72 hours

NTR District Police Commissionerate Rural Division DCP B 

Lakshminarayana addressing the media while producing 

the accused in a temple theft case at Chillakallu police 

station in Jaggaiahpet mandal on Thursday

with the locality as his 
in-laws reside in Jayanthip-
uram village and allegedly 
helped the others conduct 
the recce. Lakshminarayana 
said CCTV footage played 
a crucial role in solving the 
case. He said around 13,000 
advanced CCTV cameras 
had been installed across 
the Commissionerate and 
urged temple committees 
and other establishments 
to install cameras for crime 
prevention. He appreci-
ated the police teams for 
their swift investigation 
and recovery of the stolen 
property.
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THE implementation of the Jal Jeevan Mission taken up by the 
Central and State Governments with the objective of provid-
ing safe drinking water to every household in rural areas, was 
expedited in Palnadu district, according to Narasaraopet MP 
Lavu Sri Krishnadevarayalu. In a statement, he stated that in 
accordance with the guidelines of the Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
the state government has initiated steps to revive 13,252 pend-
ing and cancelled drinking water works at an estimated cost 
of Rs 4,053.85 crore. He said that reviving the works that had 
remained stalled in the past would further strengthen drinking 
water infrastructure in rural areas.

Safe water works 
expedited in Palnadu: MP
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GUNTUR West MLA Galla 
Madhavi urged all eligible 
persons to apply at the vil-
lage/ward secretariats by 
September 16 for new pen-
sions under the NTR Bharosa 
Pension Scheme. Speaking to 
the media after receiving pe-
titions at the Women’s Griev-

ance Cell held at the TDP of-
fice on Thursday, she said that 
new pensions will be sanc-
tioned from October 1 and 
urged eligible beneficiaries to 
make use of the opportunity.  
She said the government 
had received representations 
regarding difficulties faced 
by people living in rented 
houses in submitting house 
tax receipts.

New pensions from Oct: MLA


