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A National Lok Adalat will be held on Sep-
tember 12 at 44 Benches across East Godavari, 
Kakinada, Dr BR Ambedkar Konaseema and 
Polavaram districts, District Principal Judge 
and District Legal Services Authority chair-
man Junaid Ahmed Maulana said on Thursday. 
He said wide publicity was being given to the 
Lok Adalat through ministry and government 
department websites and digital platforms to 
create awareness among the public about its 
purpose, benefits and the types of disputes that 
could be settled through the forum. 

The National Legal Services Authority has 
been undertaking various programmes under 
the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, to 
promote access to justice and create awareness 
about legal services and alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms, he said. Lok Adalats 
play an important role in providing an acces-
sible, speedy and inexpensive forum for set-
tlement of disputes through mutual consent, 
he said. Cases that are suitable for settlement 
can be resolved in an amicable atmosphere, 
helping parties avoid prolonged litigation and 
expenses, he added. Legal services authorities 
were taking steps to educate people about the 
procedure and benefits of Lok Adalats and en-
courage them to make use of the facility. 

Junaid Ahmed Maulana appealed to people 
to utilise the National Lok Adalat being con-
ducted on September 12 and come forward 
to settle eligible disputes through mutual  
agreement.
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NTR District Mental Health Programme 
(DMHP) organised a suicide prevention 
awareness rally in Ibrahimpatnam on Thurs-
day to mark World Suicide Prevention Day. 
The rally began at the Ibrahimpatnam police 
station and proceeded through various areas, 
with participants raising slogans and spreading 
awareness on preventing suicides.

DMHP programme officer Dr Meena said 
the rising number of suicides was a matter 
of serious concern and stressed the need for 
greater awareness and timely intervention. She 
said loneliness and mental health problems 
were among the factors contributing to suicid-
al thoughts and advised people to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle through nutritious food, regu-
lar exercise and adequate sleep, besides limit-
ing mobile phone usage.

Dr Meena said suicide is not a solution to 
problems and urged people facing emotional 
or mental distress to seek help without hesita-
tion. She appealed to citizens to identify peo-
ple in distress, talk to them and guide them 
towards professional support. Awareness was 
also created about the Tele-MANAS helpline 
14416, through which people can seek mental 
health support. 
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GUNTUR: Joint collector and Urban Land 
Ceiling Competent Authority Ashutosh Sriv-
astava said that 335 applications have been 
received for the regularisation of ceiling and 
surplus lands that came under the govern-
ment’s purview under the Urban Land Ceiling 
Act,1976. He called upon anyone who has ob-
jections to the applications to submit them by 
September 18. In a statement, he said that the 
government had issued GO Ms No 84 of the 
Revenue (Lands-VI) Department dated Febru-
ary 24, 2023, making certain amendments to 
the earlier GO Ms No 36 concerning the regu-
larisation of ceiling and surplus lands.

As per the orders, applications submitted 
for the regularisation of ceiling lands will be 
examined by the Urban Land Ceiling District-
Level Scrutiny Committee formed under the 
leadership of the district collector and chair-
man. After scrutiny, the applications will be 
forwarded to the Chief Commissioner of Land 
Administration, he explained.


