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ECI recogmses
Vijay-led TVK
as state party

Reserves ‘whistle’ symbol

CHENNAI: The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
has recognised Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) as

a state party in Tamil Nadu
and reserved the ‘whistle’
as its election symbol. The
recognition comes after the
party’s performance in the
Assembly election, winning
108 of the 234 seats in the
State. This marks a signifi-
cant milestone for the actor-
turned-politician Vijay-led
TVK party. In a communica-
tion dated September 9,
the ECI said it had reviewed
TVK’s performance in the
2026 Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry Assembly elec-
tions and found that the
party had fulfilled the condi-
tions prescribed under Para
6A of the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment)
Order, 1968. Accordingly,
the Commission granted
TVK recognition as a state
party in Tamil Nadu as well
as in the Union Territory of
Puducherry.
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25 killed after fire
breaks out on cargo
ship in China port

BEIJING: At least 25
people were killed and
five were missing after

a cargo ship caught fire
while docked in a Chinese
port, Chinese state media
reported on Thursday. The
vessel was undergoing
repairs at Beihai Ship-
building Co. at the port of
Qingdao, a major shipping
hub on China’s northeast-
ern coast, when the fire
broke out. China’s Xinhua
news agency released a
photograph identifying
the ship as the Ocean
Melody. The vessel sails
under a Liberian flag,
according to the track-
ing website VesselFinder.
There were 42 people
aboard the ship when the
incident occurred, Xinhua
reported. Twelve people
were safely evacuated,
while five others suffered
injuries and were taken to
hospital. Their condition
was reported to be stable.
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Turn district resources into
wealth, CM tells Collectors

District-wise growth data to be shared with Ministers, Collectors

HaNs NEws SERVICE
AMARAVATI

CHIEF Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has directed
the District Collectors to
unlock the potential of their
districts, effectively market
local resources and accelerate
economic growth to achieve
the State’s GSDP targets.
Addressing the 8th Collec-
tors’ Conference on Thurs-
day, the Chief Minister asked
RTGS officials to provide
district-wise growth data to
Ministers and Collectors to
help them identify opportu-
nities and monitor targets.
Officials said the Centre
had fixed 2022-23 as the base
year for assessing various
economic parameters. The
projected growth rate for
2026-27 at current prices is
13.44 per cent. During the
first quarter, GVA growth
stood at 14.19 per cent in ag-
riculture and allied sectors,
14.81 per cent in industry
and 12.70 per cent in ser-
vices. Aquaculture recorded
a particularly high growth of
31.77 per cent, with produc-
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7 » 359 SIPB

projects worth
Rs 13.85 lakh
crore to be
grounded faster

» MSM E parks,
regional
investment
meets and
infra projects
get push

units to 28,664 million units,
while consumption rose
14.28 per cent. Industrial
GVA stood at Rs 1,13,638
crore and services GVA at

Rs 1,60,107 crore during the
quarter. GST revenue also in-
creased by 18 per cent.

The CM said 359 projects
approved in 20 SIPB meet-

ings had the potential to
bring Rs 13.85 lakh crore in-
vestment and 10.6 lakh jobs.
Of these, 160 projects have al-
ready commenced, involving
Rs 4.03 lakh crore investment
and expected employment for
5.9 lakh people.

Naidu directed the Collec-
tors to give priority to ground-
ing the remaining approved
projects, finalise commence-
ment dates and coordinate
with Ministers and public rep-
resentatives to remove bottle-
necks. Officials also noted that
Andhra Pradesh had become
the first State to establish an
Artificial Intelligence Task
Force. Continued on Page 7

Naidu moots land bank portal

to unlock unused govt land

HaNs NEwS SERVICE

AMARAVATTI: Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday directed
Revenue officials to create a

across Andhra Pradesh,
seeking to end delays in
identifying land for indus-
trial and developmental pro-
jects. Addressing the Eighth
Collectors’ Conference,

with various departments
and bring its details onto the
portal. The land should be
mapped department-wise
and district-wise, enabling
any government department

2-DAY BRICS SUMMIT BEGINS TOMORROW

India pushes Global South
priorities amid trade tensions

NEw DELHI

IN a strategic balancing act
triggered by escalating global
trade tensions, India is lev-
eraging the two-day BRICS
Summit starting Saturday
to position the grouping as
a complementary engine
for economic growth while
championing the Global
South’s core developmental
priorities — most notably
safeguarding food, energy
and supply chain security.
With New Delhi putting

$-400, BrahMos on
table at Modi-Putin meet
NEW DELHI: The next phase of

S-400 de-

the next
phase of
BrahMos
develop-

ment will both be on the table when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets
Russian President Vladimir Putin in
New Delhi on Friday, ahead of the
BRICS Summit on September 12-13.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
has confirmed that Russia would fulfil
its commitments. “Russia is capable of
fulfilling its obligations, and they will be

BRICS
INDIA 2026

BUILDING FOR RESILIENCE, INNOVATION,
COOPERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

the finishing touches to the
summit, China has con-
firmed President Xi Jinping’s
attendance, marking his first
trip to India after a seven-
year gap.

Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, South
African  President  Cyril
Ramaphosa and his Indone-
sian counterpart Prabowo
Subianto are among the top
leaders attending the crucial
meet in the national capital.
India is steering the
BRICS grouping as a vital
complementary platform to
champion the Global South’s
core developmental priori-
ties, top Indian officials said
on Thursday.
Continued on Page 7

IT'S CERTAIN: Xi to visit
India for BRICS Summit

NEW DELHI: Chinese President Xi Jin-

ping will be
visiting In-
dia over this
weekend to
attend the
18th BRICS

summit in New Delhl, the government has
confirmed, effectively ending days of heavy
diplomatic suspense."At the invitation of
Prime Minister of the Republic of India
Narendra Modi, President Xi Jinping will
attend the 18th BRICS Summit in New
Delhi from September 12 to 13," China's
foreign ministry statement read. Earlier in
the day, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-

tion reaching 6.61 lakh met- common Land Bank Portal Chandrababu directed offi- requiring land to access the fulfilled. This issue is being mentioned person Guo Jia-kun refused to provide any
ric tonnes. containing details of all cials to identify government database and seek allocation. during the conversations of our two confirmation on Xi's visit to New Delhi.
Power generation in- available government land land lying unused for years Continued on Page 7 leaders,” he said.Continued on Page 7 Continued on Page 7
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Services Ilkely to be hit for 4 days

» Friday:
Unions strike

» Saturday:
2nd Saturday

i ®» Sunday:
Gen holiday

» Monday:
Ganesh Chaturthi

New DELHI

BANK unions will go ahead
with their planned nation-
wide strike on Friday, after
talks with the government
over key demands, including
service conditions, failed to
break the deadlock.

The United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU) has said
it will not defer the strike
unless there is a favourable
decision or a definite timeline
on its principal demand for a
five-day banking week.

It may noted here that
banks are closed on the
second Saturday (September
12), followed by Sunday
(September 13) and Monday
(September 14: Ganesh
Chaturthi) in some states.

The latest conciliation talks
were held at the office of the
chief labour commissioner
(central), with representatives
of the UFBU, Indian Banks’
Association (IBA), Depart-
ment of Financial Services
(DFS) and labour authorities.

The DFS representa-

tive appealed to the bank
unions to reconsider the
strike call in view of the
BRICS Leaders' Summit
during 11-13 September
in New Delhi. The unions,
however, maintained that
they could not defer the
strike in the absence of a
favourable decision or a
definite timeline for imple-
mentation of the five-day
work week.

“Two rounds of online
meetings were held today.
There has been no concrete
outcome on the five-day
work week. The strike
stands," said Rupam Roy,
general secretary, All India
Bank Officers’ Confederation
(AIBOC).

The September 11 action is
the first in a wider pro-
gramme announced by the
UFBU. The unions have also
called a three-day nationwide
strike during September
28-30 and have announced
an indefinite strike from
October 26 if their demands
remain unresolved.

NEW DELHI: The Special
MP-MLA Court on Thurs-
day directed to frame money
laundering Charges against
LARA Projects, Rabri Devi,
Tejaswi, Lalu Prasad Yadav,
PC Gupta, Sarala Gupta, Su-
jata Hotels and Vijay Kochar
and Vinay Kochar for the
money laundering offences.
This alleged money launder-
ing case is linked to the irreg-
ularities in the IRCTC hotel
tender scam case registered
by the CBI. The court also
said that the Investigation
against Lalu Prasad Yadav
was not politically motivated.

Continued on Page 7

NEw DELHI

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called
for greater international
cooperation, sustainabil-
ity and inclusion in the
exploration and use of
outer space, saying that the
growing number of actors
and technologies in space
requires collective respon-

sibility. Addressing the first

International Space Summit
in Paris through video
conferencing, PM Modi
thanked French President
Emmanuel Macron for the
invitation and for taking
the initiative to convene the
summit.

He said space, which had
inspired human imagina-
tion for centuries, now
plays an important role in
everyday life, influencing

space journey: Modi

areas ranging from climate
and agriculture to oceans
and communities.

“As orbits become more
crowded, technologies more
powerful, and actors more
numerous, our choices
must be clear: cooperation
over confrontation; sustain-
ability over short-term gain;
and inclusion over exclu-
sion,” PM Modi said.

Continued on Page 7

‘Get offi our roads, Mr Singh’

WASHINGTON

A social media campaign by the US
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) has caused outrage after an
Al-generated poster appeared to
single out Indian truck drivers as part
of the Trump administration's push
encouraging undocumented migrants

to leave the country.

The graphic, shared by the official
DHS account on X, is designed like a
movie poster and is titled Transform-
ers: Age of Deportations. It shows an
Al-generated robot carrying a DHS

AMERICA FOR AMERICANE
T O L YES ST GO 0w SN e D

badge facing a brown-bearded man
wearing a head covering.

Across the centre of the image is
the message: ‘America for Ameri-
cans. Get off our roads; you don't
know how to drive, Mr Singh. The
post also tells undocumented com-
mercial drivers to ‘self-deport or find
out’ and includes a federal hotline
through which people can report
what DHS describes as ‘illegal aliens
on American roads. The reference to
‘Mr Singh’ has drawn particular criti-
cism from Sikh and Indian American
organisations. Continued on Page 7

AFTER AIR INDIA’'S
ODISHA INCIDENT...

DGCA ORDERS
DRUG TEST FOR
ALL PILOTS

NEW DELHI: After the cap-
tain of an Air India flight that
was involved in a sudden alti-
tude loss incident last month
tested positive for drug use,
aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) ordered all
Indian airlines to conduct a
one-time test for psychoactive
substances on all their pilots
by July next year, according to
sources.

Indian airlines are esti-
mated to have close to 14,000
pilots. Following the incident
that involved a Phuket-Delhi
flight, and before the DGCA
ordered tests for all pilots
across airlines, the Air India
group had voluntarily initi-
ated one-time random drug
tests on the about 5,000 pilots
employed by Air India and
Air India Express. Moreover,
the draft of the new and likely
more stringent norms on
testing aviation personnel
for psychoactive substance
use is likely to be related by
the DGCA by month-end,
according to Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan
Naidu. Continued on Page 7

International air connectlvzly ﬁom lirupati gets big push

PRADEEP VENNELAKANTI
TIRUPATI

UNION Civil Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu has pitched for direct
international air connectiv-
ity between Tirupati and
destinations like Kuwait, a
long-standing demand of
people from the region and
overseas devotees visiting
the temple city.

Despite Tirupati airport
being accorded international
airport status in June 2017,
the pilgrim city has so far
remained without a direct

international flight con-
nection. A direct service
to Kuwait is expected to
particularly benefit devotees
and residents from the
Rayalaseema region who
have been seeking easier air
access to the Gulf country.

The minister made the
remarks while virtually
inaugurating the first flight
of regional carrier FLY91
to Tirupati. With its entry
into the city, FLY91 has
added Tirupati as its 13th
destination and its third
station in the state.

The airline has intro-

» CIVILAVIATION
MINISTER PITCHES
FOR DIRECT
TIRUPATI-KUWAIT
FLIGHT

» VIRTUALLY
INAUGURATES
REGIONAL
AIRLINE FLY91'S
OPERATIONS
TO TIRUPATI

1

Tirupati Airport Director D Boominathan handing over the ceremo-
nial boarding pass to a Hyderabad-bound passenger on Thursday

duced direct services linking
Tirupati with Hyderabad,
Vijayawada and Rajahmun-

dry. The Tirupati-Hyderabad
flight will operate daily,
while services to Vijayawada

will run four days a week
on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays and Sundays. The

Rajahmundry service will
be available on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
The flight arrives from
Hyderabad at 07.40 hrs, de-
parts from Tirupati at 08.05
hrs and reaches Vijayawada
at 09.15 hrs and again
departs from Vijayawada at
09.45 hrs and reaches Tiru-
pati at 10.50 hrs. Similarly,
the flight arrives from Hy-
derabad at 7.40 hrs, departs
from Tirupati at 8.05 hrs and
reaches Rajahmundry at 9.30
hrs and again departs from
Rajahmundry at 10.00 hrs
and reaches Tirupati at 11:25

hrs. Naidu said improved air
connectivity was important
for Tirupati, which receives
millions of pilgrims every
year. He said efforts were
under way to establish direct
links with international
destinations, including
Kuwait, to make travel more
convenient for devotees
coming from abroad. The
Hyderabad connection will
provide passengers with ac-
cess to a major aviation hub
and onward links to several
domestic and international
destinations.

Continued on Page 7




