
20 dead after 
cargo ship catches 
fire in China
BEIJING: At least 20 people 
were killed and five were 
missing after a cargo ship 
caught fire while docked in a 
Chinese port, Chinese state 
media reported Thursday. 
A photo released by Xinhua 
news agency identified the 
ship as the Ocean Melody, 
which sails under a Liberian 
flag, according to the public 
vessel-tracking website 
VesselFinder. A total of 42 
people had been on the 
vessel, and 12 of them were 
safely evacuated, Xinhua 
reported.

Lalu, Tejashwi to 
face PMLA charges

NEW DELHI: A Delhi 
court on Thursday ordered 
framing of money launder-
ing charges against former 
railway minister Lalu 
Prasad Yadav, his wife Rabri 
Devi, son Tejashwi Prasad 
Yadav and four others in the 
Enforcement Directorate's 
case regarding the alleged 
IRCTC scam. The court has 
already framed charges of 
corruption against the RJD 
patriarch and 11 others last 
October year in the CBI 
case in the alleged scam. 
On Thursday, Special Judge 
Vishal Gogne said there was 
a "strong suspicion" against 
seven persons for the offence 
of money laundering and 
that the nature, timing and 
course of investigation did 
not appear inspired by po-
litical vendetta as argued by 
the counsel for the accused 
persons.

CISF jawan killed 
in accidental 
firing from rifle 
DANTEWADA: A head 
constable of the Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) was killed after his 
service rifle allegedly ac-
cidentally went off while he 
was cleaning it at a camp in 
an iron ore mines area in 
Chhattisgarh's Dantewada 
district, police said on 
Thursday. The incident 
took place around 2.30 
pm on Wednesday at a 
portacabin post under the 
CISF's Bacheli camp area 
on Bailadila hills, a police 
official said. CISF personnel 
are deployed to guard the 
National Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation (NMDC) 
iron ore mining areas in 
Kirandul and Bacheli. The 
deceased, identified as head 
constable Dattatraya (50), 
was a resident of Ahilyana-
gar in Maharashtra, he said.
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The mental health of our society 
There is a mental health crisis around us that we rarely acknowledge. 
When we speak of mental health, we usually think of depression, 
anxiety, addiction, loneliness or other clinically recognised conditions. 
These are undoubtedly serious concerns.

Brent crosses $105 on Iran war, Saudi output slump
Brent crude oil prices climbed above $105 a barrel on Thursday, 
reaching their highest level since May 25, as renewed fighting 
between the US and Iran raised concerns over prolonged disruptions 
to global energy supplies. 

Fatima Sana Shaikh promotes regional cinema at J&K Film Festival
Actress Fatima Sana Shaikh speaks on the importance of 
regional cinema at the first International Film Festival of Jammu 
and Kashmir 2026, held in Srinagar. The actress said that 
regional films are all about portraying. P8P7P4

It's a murder by system: Dipke 
Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke on 
Thursday termed the suicide of MPSC aspirant Prathamesh 
Deshmukh as a "murder done by the system", and said the 
government should ensure that incidents. P6
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I use vulgar language, 
roast everyone and 

abuse frequently. I don't 
know why Gen Z still 

can't connect with me

BRICS Summit: India puts Global South at centre stage

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

INDIA will seek to put the 
concerns of the Global South 
at the heart of the two-day 
BRICS summit beginning 
Saturday, with food and 
energy security, resilient 
supply chains and inclusive 

economic growth taking 
centre stage amid mounting 
global trade and geopolitical 
tensions.

The summit will bring 
together leaders of major 
emerging economies. Rus-
sian President Vladimir 

Putin, Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian, South 
African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa and Indonesian 
President Prabowo Subianto 
are also among the leaders 
expected to attend.

Officials said India views 

BRICS as a complemen-
tary platform for economic 
growth and greater coop-
eration among developing 
economies at a time when 
the global economy is facing 
pressures from the Russia-
Ukraine war, the West Asia 
crisis, disruption around the 
Strait of Hormuz and US 
trade and tariff policies.

India's BRICS chairship 
is built around four pillars 
— resilience, innovation, 
cooperation and sustainabil-
ity — with a focus on health, 
agriculture, food, energy, 
disaster-risk reduction and 
supply chains. Trade, invest-
ment, connectivity and high 
technology will also figure 

prominently.
However, uncertainty 

remains over a consensus-
based joint statement amid 
differences between Iran and 
the UAE over the West Asia 
crisis. BRICS now comprises 
11 emerging economies and 
accounts for about 49.5 per 
cent of the world's popula-
tion, 40 per cent of global 
GDP and 26 per cent of 
global trade. Several other 
countries have joined as 
BRICS partners.

India assumed its fourth 
BRICS chairship on January 
1, 2026. More than 350 meet-
ings and high-level engage-
ments have since been held 
across over 25 Indian cities.

Xi to visit India for BRICS summit
BEIJING: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will visit 
India this week to attend 
the 18th BRICS Summit 
in New Delhi, the foreign 
ministry announced on 
Thursday. This will be Xi's 
first visit to India in nearly 
seven years. During his 
visit, Xi is expected to meet 
Prime Minister Modi on the sidelines of the summit. 
The visit is expected to be a high-profile diplomatic 
engagement with implications for the ongoing efforts 
to stabilise bilateral ties between the two Asian powers 
as well as for BRICS cooperation amid a volatile global 
situation, particularly the West Asia conflict and the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

l	India puts food, 

energy and supply-

chain security high 

on the agenda

l	11-member BRICS 

represents nearly 

half the world's 

population

Sagar Kulkarni 
Washington

INDIA'S nuclear arsenal 
is estimated at 190 
warheads, which includes 
30 additional warheads 
for new missiles under 
production, according to a 
US nonprofit policy think 
tank.

The Federation of 
American Scientists (FAS) 
derived the estimates from 
analyses of a combination 
of open sources, state-
originating data and 

commercial satellite 
imagery.

“Based on available 
public information about 
its nuclear-capable delivery 

force structure and strategy, 
we estimate that India may 
have produced around 
190 nuclear warheads,” 
according to the article 

titled 'India's Nuclear 
Weapons – 2026' penned by 
FAS Nuclear Information 
Project Director Hans 
Kristensen.

India's nuclear arsenal 
includes over 160 warheads 
for operational launchers 
as well as additional 
warheads for new missiles 

in production, it said. The 
article noted that India 
continued to modernise its 
nuclear arsenal, with several 
new weapon systems fielded 
in recent years and several 
more under development 
to complement or replace 
existing nuclear-capable 
aircraft, land-based delivery 
systems, and sea-based 
systems.

"We estimate that 
India may have produced 
enough military plutonium 
for 140 to 225 nuclear 
warheads and might have 

assembled up to 190. With 
more weapon systems in 
development, the country's 
warhead stockpile will 
likely increase further,” 
it said. India adopted the 
no-first-use doctrine after 
the Pokhran-II nuclear 
tests in 1998 and continues 
to adhere to the policy. 
“India is committed to 
maintaining credible 
minimum deterrence 
and a posture of ‘no first 
use’ of nuclear weapons,” 
the government told 
Parliament recently.

India's nuclear arsenal estimated at 190 warheads: US report
'We estimate that India may have produced 

enough military plutonium for 140 to 225 
nuclear warheads and might have assembled 

up to 190. With more weapon systems in  
development, the country's warhead  
stockpile will likely increase further'

Drug tests mandatory for 
pilots across all airlines

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

AVIATION watchdog 
DGCA has ordered drug 
tests for pilots across all air-
lines and the exercise is to be 
completed by July 2027.

Separately, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K Rammohan 
Naidu on Thursday said 
the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is 
expected to finalise the draft 
on the new norms for drug 
tests of pilots by the end of 
this month.

The moves come against 
the backdrop of the pilot-
in-command of an Air India 
Phuket-Delhi flight, which 
suddenly lost nearly 300 feet 
altitude leaving many pas-
sengers injured on August 4, 
testing positive for drug use.

On September 4, Air India 
terminated the services 
of the pilot-in-command, 
hours after probe agency 
AAIB's preliminary report 
into the Phuket flight inci-
dent said the drug use by the 
pilot was a serious concern 

and asked regulator DGCA 
to take appropriate action.

The sources on Thursday 
said DGCA ordered drug 
testing for pilots across all 
airlines last month and that 
the carriers have been asked 
to complete the exercise by 
July next year.

Naidu, on the sidelines 
of a conference in the na-

tional capital on Thursday, 
said draft of the revised 
Civil Aviation Requirements 
(CAR) regarding testing 
of pilots for psychoactive 
substances is expected to be 
finalised by the end of this 
month after stakeholders' 
discussions.

Currently, drug tests for 
pilots are done on a random 

basis. Under DGCA's pre-
sent Civil Aviation Require-
ments (CAR), random tests 
for psychoactive substances 
have to be done for 10 per 
cent of pilots and air traffic 
controllers, among others, 
annually.

There are more than 
12,000 pilots with various 
commercial airlines.

The moves come 
against the 
backdrop of the 
pilot-in-command 
of an Air India 
Phuket-Delhi flight, 
which suddenly lost 
nearly 300 feet in 
altitude, injuring 
many passengers 
on August 4, 
testing positive for 
drug use

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Coast Guard on Thursday 
told the Supreme Court that 
it will consider Short Service 
Appointee (SSA) officer Pri-
yanka Tyagi and other simi-
larly placed women for grant 
of permanent commission 
after receiving their vigilance 
clearance reports. A perma-
nent commission (PC) offers 
a lifelong career in the armed 
forces until retirement, in con-
trast to a Short Service Com-
mission (SSC) that provides a 
fixed-tenure engagement of 10 
to 14 years. The top court, by 
separate verdicts, had earlier 
allowed grant of PC to women 
SSC officers in the Army, Air 
Force and Navy. On August 19, 
the top court had come down 
heavily on the Indian Coast 

Guard (ICG) for not granting 
permanent commission to a 
female officer, saying "we will 
not allow women officers to 
be humiliated". On Thursday, 
a bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and 
justices Joymalya Bagchi and 
V Mohana was informed by 
Attorney General R Venkata-
ramani, appearing for the ICG 
and the Centre, that the force 
will proceed to consider grant-
ing PC after ascertaining the 
eligibility of Tyagi and other 
desirous women officers.

US racist ‘Mr Singh’ 
ad draws fire

Texas: A US Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) ad-
vertisement asking “Mr Singh” 
to self-deport has sparked a con-
troversy, with advocacy groups 
condemning it as “racist”, “anti-
American” and discriminatory. 
As part of its campaign against 
unlicensed commercial drivers, 
the DHS posted AI-generated 
imagery on X showing a brown-
bearded man with the message: 
“Get off our roads, you don’t 
know how to drive Mr Singh.” 
A related video used characters 
from the Transformers fran-
chise. Megatron is shown nego-
tiating the release of “aliens” — a 
term used by the US adminis-
tration for foreign nationals — 
including truck drivers linked 
to road accidents and other of-
fences.

ICG 'clears' Permanent 
Commission for women 

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said India 
supports a safe, secure, and 
sustainable space domain 
anchored in international 
law, underlining that sci-
entific data must serve the 
common good with open-
ness and integrity.

Modi also said that ISRO's 
technologies and partner-
ships serve not only India, 
but the wider world.

The prime minister said 
for centuries, space inspired 
people's imagination and 
now, it shapes life on earth, 
from climate and crops to 
oceans and communities.

"The promise of space is 

infinite. Our responsibility is 
collective. As orbits become 
more crowded, technologies 
more powerful, and actors 
more numerous, our choices 
must be clear: cooperation 
over confrontation; sustain-
ability over short-term gain; 
and inclusion over exclu-
sion," he said.

Modi said India's 
approach is rooted in 

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' 
-- 'One Earth, One Family, 
One Future', and this spirit 
must now travel beyond the 
planet.

"We support a safe, se-
cure, peaceful and sustain-
able space domain anchored 
in international law, 
dialogue and multilateral 
cooperation. Scientific data 
must serve the common 
good, with openness and 
integrity," he said.

The prime minister 
said India's space journey 
reflects this philosophy and 
the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO), which 
stands at the heart of this 
journey, has earned global 
admiration for its excellence 
and cost-effective missions.

Modi: India for safe, sustainable space

Magistrate 
suspended over 
Rs 5L notice to 
CJP protester

Hans News Service 
Noida

THE Greater Noida 
executive magistrate who 
issued a notice requiring 
20-year-old student Akshat 
Tripathi to furnish a 
personal bond of Rs 5 lakh 
over his participation in 
the Jantar Mantar paper 
leak protest has been 
suspended with immediate 
effect, Solicitor General of 
India Tushar Mehta told 
the Supreme Court on 
Thursday.

Tripathi, a second-
year BA LLB student and 
secretary of the Students’ 
Federation of India (SFI) 
unit at Gautam Buddha 
University in Noida, had 
challenged the executive 
magistrate's notice .

The notice, based 
on a report by a police 
sub-inspector, accused 
Tripathi of spreading "anti-
government misleading 
talks" among the students 
and encouraging them to 
join the Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) protest.

The writ petition, filed 
through advocate-on-
record Subhash Chandran 
KR, said the notice invoked 
Section 126 of the BNSS, 
which allows an executive 
magistrate to seek security 
for maintaining peace when 
there is information that a 
person is likely to cause a 
breach of peace or disturb 
public tranquillity.

Tripathi’s petition said 
the notice cited no specific 
date, statement or act of 
violence attributable to 
him, or disclosed material 
supporting the allegations.

Hans News Service 
New Delhi

AT least 56 jewellery and 
bullion-related shops in 
Chandni Chowk's Kucha 
Mahajani were sealed by 
the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) on 
Thursday, traders claimed, 
adding that jewellery and 
bullion worth crores re-
main locked inside the 
premises.

The action comes amid 
an intensified enforcement 
drive by the MCD against 
dangerous and illegal 
buildings across the city 
following the Satya Ni-

ketan building collapse, in 
which seven people were 
killed.

Yogesh Singhal, presi-
dent of the All India Bul-
lion and Jewellers Asso-
ciation, stated that notices 
were posted on the shops, 
and the sealing occurred 
around 11.30 am on 
Thursday.

56 Chandni Chowk 
jewellery shops sealed


