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9 L acres of freehold land to
be opened for registration

@ Revenue minister says registration for 9 lakh
acres will be allowed; inquiry underway into
irregularities in 4 lakh acres

@ 22A cleanup gains pace with 28 lakh acres
removed and fresh applications being cleared

@ Blockchain reforms and Re-Survey 2.0 aimed at
delivering accurate, tamper-proof land records
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THE coalition government
is committed to finding a
permanent solution to long-
pending land disputes in
Andhra Pradesh and ensur-
ing full ownership rights to
landholders, revenue min-
ister Anagani Satya Prasad
said.

Addressing the Collectors’
Conference at the Secretariat
here on Thursday, the min-
ister said registration would
be allowed for 9 lakh acres of
freehold land that had been
found compliant with the
prescribed rules under the

previous government. How-
ever, a decision on another
4 lakh acres, where irregu-
larities have been identified,
would be taken after a de-
tailed inquiry, he said.

The minister said 28 lakh
acres had already been re-
moved from the prohibited
22-A list.

The government had is-
sued GO No. 444 to simplify
the process of removing land
from the 22-A list. Of the
28,790 acres for which ap-
plications had been received
under the new procedure,
1,100 acres had already been
removed from the prohib-
ited list, while decisions on
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Revenue minister A Satya Prasad greets Chief Minister N

Chandrababu Naidu at the Collectors’ Conference on Thursday

the remaining applications
would be taken soon. Under
GO No. 445, whenever pri-
vate land is proposed to be
included in the 22-A prohib-
ited list, the concerned offi-
cial would have to establish
the nature and status of the
land, he said.

The Minister warned that

strict action would be taken
against officials who include
private lands in the prohib-
ited list in violation of the
rules.

He said ownership rights
had been restored to thou-
sands of people in several
long-pending  cases, in-
cluding Vatticherukuru,

Shettipalli, Pulladigunta,
Kangundi, Avulapalli and
Gootupalli, besides four ar-
eas in Konaseema district.
In the Kaikaluru constitu-
ency, more than 2,000 acres
in four villages had also been
removed from the prohib-
ited list following the initia-
tive of the local MLA.

The minister said the gov-
ernment was implementing
the ‘Mee Bhoomi - Block-
chain Technology’ project
to provide a permanent so-
lution to land-related issues
and directed Collectors to
continuously monitor its im-
plementation.

He also said Re-Survey 2.0
was being carried out effi-
ciently to avoid the mistakes
of the previous government.
While expressing satisfac-
tion over growing public
confidence in the Survey
Department, he directed of-
ficials to ensure that the re-
survey was conducted with
100 per cent accuracy.

Naidu’s ‘silent revolution’

Inirrigat

® Handri-Neeva launch
and Polavaram canal
water release mark
major irrigation gains,
says the finance
minister

@ Drip irrigation cost
slashed from Rs 16
to Rs 1.60 per metre,
boosting horticulture
in Rayalaseema
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FINANCE minister Payya-
vula Kesav said a ‘silent revo-
lution’ was underway in the
state’s irrigation sector under
the leadership of Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu,
aimed at ensuring water se-
curity for every farmer and
every family in the state.
Addressing the Collectors
Conference on Thursday, Ke-
sav said the Chief Minister’s
commitment to the irriga-
tion sector had resulted in
the launching of the Handri-
Neeva project and the release
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of water from the Polavaram
Left Main Canal. Ministers
and district Collectors gave
a standing ovation to Chan-
drababu Naidu in recogni-
tion of his efforts towards
strengthening irrigation infra-
structure. Kesav said while the
completion and launching of
major irrigation projects were
visible to everyone, the relent-
less efforts of the Chief Minis-
ter, who worked day and night
to push forward several pro-
jects, often went unnoticed.
He said Chandrababu
Naidu was the first to intro-
duce drip irrigation in the
State. The cost of drip irriga-
tion, which was earlier around
Rs 16 per metre, had now
come down to Rs 1.60 per
metre. This had made drip

ion: Keshav

irrigation more accessible to
farmers and turned it into a
major boon for horticulture in
the Rayalaseema region, help-
ing create greater wealth for
farmers. The finance minister
recalled that several political
parties and individuals had
initially opposed the Patti-
seema Lift Irrigation Project.
However, the project was now
playing a crucial role in stabi-
lising the Krishna delta aya-
cut. He said around 500 TMC
ft of water had been diverted
to the Krishna river through
Pattiseema, equivalent to fill-
ing the Prakasam Barrage
nearly 200 times.

Kesav said the Chief Min-
ister’s commitment to irriga-
tion development had also
received national recogni-
tion, with a leading English
daily describing Chandrababu
Naidu as a ‘CEO CM’ and
a ‘water man. Thanking the
ministers and collectors for
the recognition, Chandrababu
Naidu said it was the collec-
tive responsibility of everyone
to ensure water security for
all people and all regions of
Andhra Pradesh.

State uses GST data for
real-time economic tracking

@ Manufacturing GVA
estimated at
%1.75 lakh cr, with
19.6% growth till July
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also been undertaken for
trade, hotels and restaurants,
real estate, communication
and broadcasting, while work
is underway to cover mining
and electricity. Babu said
GST and commercial taxes

Focus on infra projects, clear land acquisition

® Collectors told to clear

land, legal and local hurdles

on priority

@ Ports, airports, highways
and rail projects reviewed

with firm deadlines

® Rs 1.18 lakh crore national

to be expedited. The government is
developing greenfield ports, fishing
harbours and shipbuilding facilities.
The targeted completion dates are
March 2027 for Ramayapatnam Port,
May 2027 for Mulapeta, December
2027 for Machilipatnam and Septem-
ber 2028 for Kakinada Gateway.
Fishing harbours at Juvvaladinne,

and expedite acquisition of 670 acres
for expansion of the Puttaparthi
airstrip. National highway projects
worth Rs 1,18,566 crore covering
1,408 km are in the pipeline. The
government has also approved repairs
covering 10,238 km of roads, while 78
Pushkaram works and 14 incomplete
bridges are being taken up.

Uppada, Nizampatnam and Machili- Sasidhar said 42 railway and multi-

AMARAVATI data would also help create hl_ghway pr(.)ject§ a"fj 42_ patnam are targeted for comple- line projects covering 2,678 km, cost-
a comprehensive database railway projects in pipeline tion between December 2026 and ing Rs 46,789 crore, were underway.
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leveraging GST and com-
mercial taxes data to develop
a real-time mechanism to
assess economic activity and
estimate Gross Value Added
(GVA) across key sectors,
commercial taxes depart-
ment chief commissioner
Babu A said. Addressing the
8th Collectors’ Conference,
Babu said the GST-based
assessment of manufacturing
activity indicated 19.6 per
cent year-on-year growth up
to July, compared with about
18 per cent growth recorded
up to the first quarter. The
estimated manufacturing
GVA stood at around Rs 1.75
lakh crore.

He said the GST-based esti-
mate was closely aligned with
the planning department’s
first advance estimates, which
are based on sample surveys,
with a variation of only about
0.6 percentage points. The
close correlation demon-
strated the potential of GST
data for real-time economic
assessment, he said.

The commercial taxes
department has developed an
Al-based analytical meth-
odology to calculate GVA

using GST data generated by
manufacturing units. E-way
bill data is also incorporated
to improve accuracy by track-
ing the movement of goods
into and out of the State.

The platform provides
district-wise heat maps of
manufacturing activity and
enables collectors to drill
down to individual manufac-
turing units, including their
declared value and contribu-
tion to the sector.

Babu said GST returns,
largely filed between the 18th
and 20th of every month,
could provide an early indica-
tion of economic activity in
the preceding month, paving
the way for monthly “now-
casting” of economic growth.

A similar methodology has
been developed for the con-
struction sector using GST
data from around 65 relevant
HSN categories, including
cement, iron and steel. The
estimated construction GVA
was around Rs 1.25 lakh
crore, against Rs 1.29 lakh
crore estimated by the Plan-
ning Department, a variation
of about 3.2 per cent.

Real-time assessments have

around 20.08 lakh MSMEs
has been identified, including
about 2.42 lakh in the GSTN
system. To cover enterprises
outside the GST network,
the department is integrat-
ing GST information with
electricity consumption data
and NIC codes. The State
Data Lake provides access to
around 1.7 crore electricity
connections, enabling officials
to assess economic activity
even among MSMEs not cov-
ered by GST turnover data.
He said around 1.21 lakh
GST-linked MSMEs were
currently inactive, with no
reported turnover. District
administrations would be
able to identify such units and
examine the reasons for their
inactivity. The system will
enable collectors to analyse
activity down to the district,
mandal and enterprise levels,
helping identify businesses
and sectors requiring inter-
vention and potential revival.
Babu said Andhra
Pradesh’s GST-based ap-
proach had also received ap-
preciation at a national-level
MSME coordination meeting
in New Delhi.
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THE state government is focusing
on completing major infrastructure

projects within stipulated time-

lines to strengthen investment and
economic growth, infrastructure and
investments department secretary
Kona Sasidhar said at the Collectors’

.

Conference on Thursday.

He directed collectors to prioritise
land acquisition, land transfer, legal
cases, local clearances and inter-
departmental coordination to speed
up project execution. Land acquisi-
tion and alienation covering 25,662
acres for ports, fishing harbours,
fish landing centres and airports are

underway at Bhogapuram, Kurnool,
Tirupati, Kadapa, Vijayawada and
Rajamahendravaram, while propos-
als for several greenfield airports

are at different stages. Eight water
aerodrome sites and nine heliport
locations have been identified. Collec-
tors were asked to identify 5-10 acres
for heliports in the remaining districts

involve Rs 13,305 crore.

Land acquisition remains pending
for 91 national highway projects, 37
railway projects and 13 ROB/RUB
projects. Collectors were directed to
resolve these issues on priority and
maintain project-wise records of
pending issues, responsible officials
and deadlines.

Govt sets Oct deadline to turn MoUs into projects

@ 80% of PS-2025
MoUs and 75
per cent of SIPB
projects targeted for
grounding

® 17,469 acres of
govt land pending
handover to APIIC

@ Data centres, IT,
semiconductors and
quantum technology
get major push
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THE state government has
set an October deadline to
accelerate the conversion of

investment proposals into
actual projects, directing col-
lectors to personally monitor
land availability, approvals
and other bottlenecks.

At the Collectors’ Confer-
ence, industries and com-
merce department nodal
secretary N Yuvaraj said the
government aimed to convert
at least 80 per cent of the 463
MoUs signed under PS-2025
by the end of October. So
far, 198 have been converted,
while 172 are pending. The
remaining proposals repre-
sent about Rs 5.54 lakh crore
investment and 5.4 lakh jobs.

Similarly, the govern-
ment is targeting 75 per cent
grounding of 359 SIPB-

approved projects by October.
Of these, 160 have com-
menced, while 109 are yet to
be grounded. The pending
projects involve around Rs
6.35 lakh crore investment
and nearly two lakh jobs.

Yuvaraj said 88,678 acres
had been requisitioned for
industrial purposes since June
2024, but only 22,533 acres
had been acquired. Of 30,223
acres of government land
requisitioned, 17,469 acres
were still awaiting handover
to APIIC.

He directed collectors to
expedite land acquisition, re-
move eligible lands from the
22-A prohibited list and com-
plete mutations in APIIC’s

name. Though 9,933 acres
have been removed from
22-A, another 59,080 acres
remain pending. Mutation
has been completed for only
5,184 of the 49,074 acres for
which requests were initiated.
Collectors were also told to
hold DIEPC meetings every
fortnight to resolve pending
NOC:s, environmental clear-
ances, building approvals and
other hurdles.

ITE&C secretary Katam-
neni Bhaskar said AP is tar-
geting 6.5 GW of data-centre
capacity by 2030, requiring
faster land and infrastructure
support in Visakhapatnam,
Anakapalli and Vizianaga-
ram. Around 1,000 acres is

proposed for an IT Park in
Visakhapatnam, while 100
acres is sought for IT and
GCC parks.

The government is also
pushing electronics, semicon-
ductors and quantum tech-
nology. A 250-acre Quantum
Hardware Park is proposed in
or around Amaravati, while
the Quantum Computing
Centre is being readied to
host the IBM machine by
October 15. The state has
23.85 lakh MSMEs, with 138
of 175 proposed MSME parks
approved and 22 already
operational. Collectors were
asked to ensure the remaining
parks and investment projects
are grounded on schedule.

Jagan insists on Lokesh’s resignation, CBI probe

@ Alleges jobs were given to candidates who
never wrote exams; demands CBI probe and

Lokesh’s exit

@ Cites fake certificates, non-existent
tournaments, and links to associations
headed by Lokesh’s relatives in jobs under

sports quota

@ Claims GOs were tweaked post-recruitment
and APPSC exams stalled to hide similar

irregularities
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YSRCP president Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Thursday
renewed his demand for the
resignation of education
minister Nara Lokesh and a
CBI probe into the alleged
irregularities in DSC 2025,
asserting that the recruit-
ment process was riddled
with unprecedented viola-
tions and that jobs were
handed out to candidates
who did not even write the
examinations.

Addressing a press
conference at the YSRCP
central office in Tadepalli,

Jagan questioned the “con-
spicuous silence” of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Lokesh on the
issues repeatedly raised

by the opposition. He said
fresh irregularities in the
teacher recruitment process
were surfacing “day after
day;” indicating a deeper
malaise.

Jagan alleged that the
government was delib-
erately weakening the
investigation into the DSC
scam and asked why the
Chief Minister was “trying
to protect his son.” He ac-
cused the administration
of “playing with the lives
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YSRCP president Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy speaking to the

media at party central office in Tadepalli on Thursday

and futures of unemployed
youth” by allowing ques-
tionable practices to dictate
recruitment.

Raising specific concerns,
he asked why the prepara-
tion and supervision of
DSC examination papers
were entrusted to a single
individual and why the
government introduced
GO No. 4 and GO No. 47.
He questioned the ration-
ale behind altering these
GOs after the recruitment
process concluded.

Jagan said 372 posts
under the sports quota were
filled without conducting
any examination. Accord-
ing to him, GO No. 4 and
GO No. 47 “opened the
gates for irregularities,”
while GO Nos. 23, 25 and
56 were brought in later “to
close those gates after the
work was done.”

He alleged that jobs were
given away in violation of
norms and claimed that
the coalition government
stalled APPSC exams

after the DSC controversy
erupted, fearing exposure
of similar practices. “Jobs
were given based on
participation certificates
for tournaments that never
took place,” he said, calling
DSC 2025 “a gem in Chan-
drababu’s list of scams.”

Jagan accused the
government of mislead-
ing the legislature and said
officials were “running out
of words” to defend the re-
cruitment process. He cited
case-by-case examples,
including 39 sports quota
appointments allegedly
based on fake certificates.
He claimed certificates for
judo events in Khammam
and softball tournaments
were fabricated, and that in-
dividuals linked to Lokesh’s
family headed the associa-
tions issuing them.

He also pointed to
alleged irregularities in
Kho-Kho certificates and
cited cases from Kurnool
and Kadapa districts where
candidates reportedly
secured jobs despite not
meeting TET or reservation
criteria.

21 new nutrition centres to
boost malnutrition care in AP

@ Health minister says
new NRCs will add
175 beds, taking the
total to 515 across
42 centres

@ Six more 10-bed
centres sanctioned
for2026-27, adding
another 60 beds

® NRCs recorded
over 98% recovery
among severely
malnourished
children in recent
years
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TWENTY-one new nutri-
tion rehabilitation centres
(NRCs) will be established
across the state to provide
specialised treatment and
nutritional support to chil-
dren suffering from severe
acute malnutrition (SAM),
health minister Y Satya
Kumar Yadav said.

In a statement here on
Thursday, he said that the
new centres will add 175
beds to the existing capacity.

With these facilities becom-
ing operational in phases,
the number of NRC:s in the
State will increase from 21
to 42, while the total bed
strength will rise from 340
to 515.

Eight 10-bed NRCs are
being established at Araku,
Munchingiput and Chinta-
palli in Alluri Sitarama Raju
district, Anakapalli, Bapatla,
Nandyal, Sunnipenta and
Narasaraopet in Palnadu
district. Works have already
been completed at Araku
and Nandyal and the cen-
tres are expected to become
operational soon.

Civil works at Munchin-
giput are under the tender
process, while construc-
tion and other works are in
progress at Chintapalli and
Anakapalli.

Seven five-bed Inte-
grated NRCs are also
being established in tribal
areas at Addateegala and Y.
Ramavaram in the Pola-
varam region, and Salur,
Palakonda, Badagiri, Ku-
rupam and Chinamerangi
in Parvathipuram Manyam
district. Addateegala and
Y. Ramavaram centres are

expected to be inaugurated
shortly. In addition, six new
10-bed NRCs have been
sanctioned for 2026-27 at
Madanapalle, Chittoor,
Rajamahendravaram,
Machilipatnam, Hindupur
and Tanuku, adding another
60 beds.

The government has allo-
cated Rs 4.42 crore for NRC
infrastructure, staff capacity
building, ASHA incentives
and maintenance during
2026-27. Another Rs 12.22
crore has been sanctioned
annually towards human
resources.

NRCs provide specialised
medical care and nutritional
support to children below
five years suffering from
SAM and associated medi-
cal complications. In 2024-
25, 5,961 children were
admitted and 5,878 recov-
ered and were discharged,
recording a recovery rate of
98.60 per cent. In 2025-26,
6,195 children were admit-
ted and 6,168 recovered.
From April to August 2026,
2,492 children were admit-
ted and 2,462 recovered,
registering a recovery rate
0f 98.80 per cent.




