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New Delhi

BRICS, which began as a 
boardroom acronym for four 
emerging markets, has grown 
into a geopolitical bloc span-
ning four conti-nents as suc-
cessive waves of membership 
pulled in oil states, African 
economies and Southeast 
Asian partners. At the centre 
of this expanding architecture 
sits India this year, chairing 
the grouping for a fourth time 
since its inception, accord-
ing to an offi-cial factsheet on 
Thursday. 

BRICS has emerged as a 
key platform for coordinating 
economic policy among major 
emerging economies. It serves 
as the princi-pal forum where 
these nations shape a common 
position on global governance. 
Through sustained dialogue, 
it has become a channel for 
advancing the interests of the 
Global South within multilat-
eral institutions.

Under its 2026 Presidency, 
India is set to host the 18th 
BRICS Summit in New Delhi 
on September 12–13, 2026. 
India’s Chair-ship is guided 
by the theme “Building for 
Resilience, Innovation, Co-
operation and Sustainability.” 
The theme reflects India’s fo-
cus on strengthening existing 
achievements and institu-
tional effec-tiveness. It places 
development, sustainability 
and innovation at the heart of 
the agenda. It also highlights 
the aspirations of the Global 
South. India seeks to reinforce 
BRICS as a constructive and 
so-lutions-oriented forum.

Today, BRICS has expanded 
to 11 countries: Brazil, China, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa and the UAE. 
Collectively, these members 
represent 49.5 per cent of the 
global population, 40 per cent 
of global GDP, and 26 per cent 

of global trade. The expansion 
of the bloc which took place 
in January 2024 was followed 
by the creation of a Partner 
Country category.

These figures underline 
their substantial demographic 
and eco-nomic weight. Its 
expanded membership has 
also widened its geographi-
cal reach across Asia, Africa, 
the Middle East and Latin 
America. This diversity brings 
together major markets, natu-
ral re-sources, technological 
capabilities and varied devel-

opment ex-periences.
A major phase of expansion 

began in January 2024. Egypt, 
Ethi-opia, Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAE became full 
members. In-donesia joined 

as the eleventh full member 
in January 2025. These acces-
sions significantly expanded 
BRICS’ geographical and eco-
nomic reach.

The expansion was accom-
panied by the creation of a 
Partner Country category. Ten 
countries joined this frame-
work during 2025: Belarus, 
Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Thailand, 
Uganda, Uzbekistan and Vi-
etnam.

Across successive sum-
mits, BRICS cooperation has 
progres-sively expanded to 
encompass strategic global 

issues and areas of practical 
collaboration. Its agenda cov-
ers terrorism, climate change, 
food and energy security, 
trade and agriculture. It also 
addresses labour and employ-
ment, telecommunications, 
interna-tional finance and the 
global economic situation. 
BRICS advo-cates for greater 
representation and equity in 
international institu-tions, in-
cluding the WTO and global 
financial architecture.

These efforts seek to make 
global governance more inclu-
sive, ef-fective and responsive 
to contemporary challenges.

India plays a key role as BRICS 
seeks an inclusive global order

India’s Chairship is guided by the theme of “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability”
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United Nations

UNITED Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres will underscore the 
im-portance of multipolar-
ity and the need to reform 
multilateral institutions, in-
cluding the Security Coun-
cil, to reflect contemporary 
realities when he addresses 
the BRICS Summit in India 
later this week.

Guterres will travel to 
New Delhi to attend the 
18th BRICS Summit, to be 
held on September 12–13 in 
New Delhi.

He has been invited to 
address the Open Session 
on September 13 on the 
theme, 'Resilience, Inno-
vation, Cooperation and 
Sustainability: Shaping the 
Future for Inclusive Global 
Growth'.

"In his remarks, the 
Secretary-General is ex-
pected to note that today's 
eco-nomic, demographic, 
and geopolitical realities 

are not those of 1945, and 
that countries represented 
at the summit speak for 
that changing reality,” the 
UN chief 's spokesperson 
Stephane Dujarric told re-
porters at the daily press 
briefing here on Wednesday.

Guterres is also ex-
pected to "underscore that 
multipolarity can help bring 
balance to global systems 
and institutions", but this 
would require reforms to 
multilateral institutions, in-
cluding the Bretton Woods 
system and the Se-curity 
Council, to reflect today's 
realities, he said.

The call for Security 
Council reform has been 
a longstanding demand of 
In-dia and several other 
countries, which argue 
that the composition of the 

15-member body does not 
adequately reflect the geo-
political and economic re-
alities of the 21st century.

India has been seeking 
a permanent seat on the 
Council as part of its cam-
paign for comprehensive 
reform of the UN's top de-
cision-making body.

Guterres is expected to 
meet Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and hold bilat-
eral meetings with other 
officials attending the sum-
mit, Dujarric said.

India is the BRICS Chair 
for 2026. It is a founding 
member of BRICS and has 
previously held the chair-
ship in 2012, 2016 and 2021. 
The country as-sumed its 
fourth BRICS chairship on 
January 1, coinciding with 
the group-ing completing 
20 years since its estab-
lishment. The 18th BRICS 
Summit will bring together 
leaders of BRICS member 
and partner countries as 
well as outreach invitees.

At BRICS Summit, Guterres to focus 
on multipolarity and UNSC reforms

Paris

INDIA and France are step-
ping up cooperation in the 
space sector, with companies 
from the two countries sign-
ing three new agreements 
covering satellite launches, 
space surveillance and mi-
crosatellite technology, ac-
cording to an official an-
nouncement.

The agreements, an-
nounced at the International 
Space Summit in Paris, in-
clude contracts worth more 
than 5 million euros between 
France's Saf-ran Space and 
Hyderabad-based Dhruva 
Space for technologies to 
be used in India's planned 
52-satellite space-surveil-
lance constellation.

The new agreements come 
against the backdrop of more 
than five dec-ades of space 
cooperation between India 
and France, built around the 
partnership between the In-
dian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) and France's 
space agency CNES.

The first edition of the In-
ternational Space Summit is 
being held from September 
9-10, bringing together gov-
ernments, companies, space 
agen-cies and scientists.

The summit featured 51 
announcements represent-
ing about 20 billion eu-ros 
in contracts, investments and 
other commitments.

Safran Space signed con-
tracts worth more than 5 mil-
lion euros with Indi-an space 
company Dhruva Space to 
supply communication sys-
tems, iner-tial navigation 
units, optical payloads and 
ground stations for India's 
planned SBS-III space-sur-
veillance constellation.

The constellation is envis-
aged to deploy 52 satellites 
between 2027 and 2030, ac-
cording to the announce-

ment. The partnership is 
aimed at supporting India's 
sovereign space capabili-ties 
and marks a further expan-
sion of cooperation between 
French indus-try and India's 
growing New Space sector.

The deal also builds on 
Safran's long-standing in-
volvement in India's space 
programme, including its 
contribution to the Chan-
drayaan-III lunar mission 
and the expansion of its 
industrial presence in the 
country. In another major 
deal, French launch-services 
provider Ride! has signed an 
agreement to launch two sat-
ellites for TakeMeToSpace, an 
Indian company described as 
the country's first designer of 
orbital data centres.

The agreement builds on 

several years of cooperation 
between Ride! and Indian 
space companies, including 
the recent integration, launch 
and re-turn of a European 
atmospheric re-entry capsule 
aboard India's Polar Sat-ellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), ac-
cording to the summit an-
nouncements.

Separately, French space 
company U-Space and In-
dian firm AXIS-CADES have 
signed a commercial coop-
eration agreement to explore 
In-dia's microsatellite market 
and address growing com-
mercial and institu-tional 
demand.

The partnership will fol-
low a phased roadmap un-
der India's “Make in In-dia” 
policy, combining French 
space technology with India's 
industrial integration capa-
bilities.

Cooperation between In-
dia and France in the space 
sector has expanded over the 
years to areas including Earth 
observation, space geodesy, 
hu-man spaceflight, next-
generation launch-vehicle 
technologies and plane-tary 
exploration, according to the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA). India and France 
have also established a Stra-
tegic Space Dialogue cover-
ing civil and defence space 
cooperation. The first such 
dialogue was held in Paris 
in June 2023, while the sec-
ond was held in New Delhi 
in March 2024, according to 
the MEA.

India, France join hands with in 
space cooperation, sign 3 deals
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Washington

INDIA's nuclear arsenal is 
estimated at 190 warheads, 
which includes 30 additional 
warheads for new missiles 
under production, according 
to a US nonprofit policy think 
tank.

The Federation of Ameri-
can Scientists (FAS) derived 
the estimates from analyses of 
a combination of open sourc-
es, state-originating data and 
commercial satellite imagery.

“Based on available public 
information about its nu-
clear-capable delivery force 
structure and strategy, we 
estimate that India may have 
produced around 190 nuclear 
warheads,” according to the 
article titled 'India's Nu-clear 
Weapons – 2026' penned by 
FAS Nuclear Information 
Project Di-rector Hans Kris-
tensen. India's nuclear arsenal 
includes over 160 warheads 
for operational launchers as 
well as additional warheads 
for new missiles in produc-
tion, it said.

The article, published on 
Wednesday, noted that India 
continued to mod-ernise its 
nuclear arsenal, with several 
new weapon systems fielded 
in re-cent years and several 
more under development to 
complement or replace exist-
ing nuclear-capable aircraft, 

land-based delivery systems, 
and sea-based systems.

"We estimate that India 
may have produced enough 
military plutonium for 140 
to 225 nuclear warheads and 
might have assembled up 
to 190. With more weapon 
systems in development, the 
country's warhead stockpile 
will likely increase further,” 
it said.

India adopted the no-
first-use doctrine after the 
Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 
1998 and continues to adhere 
to the policy.

“India is committed to 
maintaining credible mini-
mum deterrence and a pos-
ture of ‘no first use’ of nuclear 
weapons,” the government 
told Par-liament recently.

The FAS article said as of 

the beginning of 2026, the 
International Panel on Fissile 
Materials estimated India to 
have produced approximately 
730 kg (plus/minus about 170 
kg) of weapon-grade pluto-
nium.

“Assuming approximately 
four kilogramme of plutoni-
um per warhead, this would 
theoretically be sufficient for 
producing anywhere between 
140 and 225 nuclear war-
heads,” it said.

However, it said the cal-
culation comes with some 
caveats due to several uncer-
tainties, such as the warhead 
designs India has produced.

India’s 1998 nuclear tests 
reliably validated a fission 
design, but the country’s pro-
gress on boosted fission and 
thermonuclear weapon de-
signs remains highly uncer-
tain, the article said.

“Regardless of the warhead 
designs, it is unlikely that In-
dia has used all its plutonium 
to produce warheads, and it 
may have kept some in re-
serve,” the author noted.

The article stated that the 
size of India’s nuclear stock-
pile also depends on the 
number and types of launch-
ers that can deliver them, as 
it is un-likely that it would 
produce significantly more 
warheads than these sys-tems 
can launch.

India continues to modernise 
nuclear arsenal, has 

190 warheads: Report
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as of the beginning 
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Washington

THE citizenship rights of US-
born children of temporary 
visa holders came under re-
newed scrutiny as Republican 
lawmakers advocated restric-
tions and Democrats said the 
14th Amendment guaranteed 
citizenship at birth.

During a House Judiciary 
subcommittee hearing on 
birthright citizenship, Re-
publi-cans urged Congress to 
act after the Supreme Court 
overturned President Don-
ald Trump’s executive order. 
Democrats argued that the 
court had settled the consti-
tu-tional question.

Republican subcommit-
tee chairman Chip Roy said 
Congress should define the 
phrase “subject to the ju-
risdiction thereof ” in the 
amendment.

“It is up to Congress to de-
fine, subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof, to put a stop to 
birth tourism and to uphold 
the integrity of what it means 
to be an American citi-zen,” 

Roy said.
Arguing that the amend-

ment was not intended to 
grant automatic citizenship 
to children born to undocu-
mented immigrants or tem-
porary visitors, Roy said the 
Su-preme Court had wrongly 
relied on its 1898 Wong Kim 
Ark decision.

That case involved the US-
born child of immigrants 
who were legally and perma-
nently domiciled in the coun-
try, Roy said.

Rosemary Jenks, co-
founder and policy director 
of the Immigration Account-
ability Project, told the panel 
that the ruling did not pre-
vent lawmakers from acting.

“The Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Barbara overturned 
an executive order. It did not 
strip Congress of its consti-
tutional plenary power over 
immigration and naturalisa-
tion,” Jenks said.

She urged Congress to 
amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to establish 
ex-ceptions for children born 

to undocumented immi-
grants and temporary resi-
dents.

Jenks proposed rules af-
fecting non-immigrant visa 
holders seeking welfare ben-
efits on behalf of their US-
born children. She said such 
parents should be required 
to designate a US citizen or 
lawful permanent resident 
to receive the benefits for the 

child. American citizenship is 
a precious commodity,” Jenks 
said. “Our government must 
zealously protect US citizen-
ship and ensure it is only 
granted to aliens we have le-
gally invited to permanently 
join our American commu-
nity.”

Kansas Attorney Gen-
eral Kris Kobach asserted 
that Congress retained the 

authori-ty to act. He said the 
Supreme Court had ruled 
against a broad executive 
order but had not declared 
every possible statute on the 
question unconstitutional.

Kobach said a narrower 
law dealing with birth tour-
ism could produce a different 
re-sult before the court.

Democrats strongly dis-
puted those arguments. 
Representative Mary Gay 
Scanlon, the subcommit-
tee’s ranking Democrat, said 
children born in the United 
States to undocumented im-
migrants and visa holders 
were protected by the amend-
ment.

“The American children of 
undocumented immigrants 
and the American children of 
visa holders are persons born 
here in America,” Scanlon 
said.

She said they were subject 
to US law from birth and had 
“an undeniable constitu-tion-
al claim to the rights, duties 
and protections of that recip-
rocal relationship.”

Birthright citizenship on focus as 
Republicans urge US Congress to act 

Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach asserted that 
Congress retained the au-thority to act. He said the 
Supreme Court had ruled against a broad executive 
order but had not declared every possible statute on 
the question unconstitu-tional

United Nations

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres is deeply 
concerned about the latest 
esca-lation over the Strait of 
Hormuz, said his spokesman.

"The secretary-general is 
deeply concerned by reports 
of further escalations in and 
around the Strait of Hormuz 
over the past days, including 
attacks against commer-cial 
vessels and threats of addi-
tional action against mari-
time and energy infrastruc-
ture," spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said.

Navigational rights and 
freedom of navigation in and 
around the Strait of Hormuz 
must be fully restored and 

respected in accordance with 
international law, said the 
spokesman.

"The UN recalls the sec-
retary-general's appeal to all 
concerned to exercise utmost 
restraint and refrain from ac-
tions and rhetoric that could 
further inflame an already 
volatile situation," said the 
spokesman. "Any further 
escalation risks grave conse-

quences for civilians, re-
gional stability, international 
peace and security, and the 
global economy."

Guterres urged the par-
ties to make full use of dip-
lomatic channels and resolve 
is-sues through dialogue and 
negotiations, reports Xinhua 
news agency, quoting the 
spokesperson. The UN Sec-
retariat is ready to support all 

credible efforts aimed at de-
escalation and a comprehen-
sive and durable settlement, 
said Dujarric.

This came as the navy of 
Iran's Islamic Revolution 
Guard Corps (IRGC) said on 
Tuesday its forces captured 
one of the US Army's "most 
modern, smart" unmanned 
submarines at the entrance 
of the Strait of Hormuz ear-
lier in the day.

In a statement published 
on the IRGC's official news 
outlet, Sepah News, the 
IRGC navy said the un-
manned underwater vehicle 
was captured in a complex 
intelligence and operational 
operation. The submersible 
vehicle, identified as a Dive-

LD, is equipped with the 
world's most modern sub-
surface vehicle technology, 
it said, noting that its images 
will be re-leased in the com-
ing hours.

The IRGC also said in 
a separate statement on 
Tuesday that its air defence 
sys-tems had shot down an 
MQ-9 Reaper drone over the 
Strait of Hormuz, according 
to Sepah News.

Following the IRGC's an-
nouncement, the US mili-
tary said in a statement that 
one of its underwater drones 
"malfunctioned" over a day 
earlier during a survey of re-
gional waters, without men-
tioning whether the device 
was seized by Iran.

UN urges for de-escalation of Hormuz, says 
ready to support all credible efforts
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