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UNION Minister of State 
for Rural Development 
and Communications Dr 
Pemmasani Chandrasekhar 
formally commended Dr 
Guru Raja, who assumed 
the role of president of 
the Global NRI TDP, 
recognising his years of 
silent, behind-the-scenes 
dedication to the party. 
Accepting the position, 
Guru Raja pledged to 
seamlessly unite global 
cadres to support the 
rebuilding of the state. 

TDP marked a historic 
milestone on Wednesday 
as the new Global NRI 
TDP Executive Committee 
officially took its oath 
at a programme held 
at the party central 
office in Mangalagiri on 
Wednesday. 

During the ceremony, 
prominent leaders 
highlighted the profound 
connection between the 
global Telugu diaspora and 

the broader developmental 
vision for AP. Speaking on 
the occasion, Guru Raja 
echoed this sentiment, 
emphasising that Nara 
Lokesh’s initiatives, such 
as the NTR Sanjeevani 
Clinics, a 100-bed 
hospital, Gems Park, and 
the “Mana Illu – Mana 
Lokesh” housing scheme 
in Mangalagiri, set a brand 

new benchmark for public 
governance. Minister for 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Kondapalli 
Srinivas noted that Lokesh 
is creating unique political 
platforms for highly 
educated professionals 
and diaspora members, 
ensuring they become 
active partners in public 
service.

GLOBAL NRI TDP EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE TAKES OATH

Prominent leaders highlight the profound connection between the 
global Telugu diaspora and the broader developmental vision for AP

Minister Nara Lokesh lighting the lamp at the Global NRI 

TDP executive committee swearing-in ceremony held at TDP 

Central office in Mangalagiri on Wednesday. Union Minister 
of State for Rural Development and Communications Dr 

Pemmasani Chandrasekhar is also seen
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IN view of the prevailing 
El Niño conditions and 
the associated rainfall 
deficit, the Agriculture 
Department has launched 
a Contingency Crop Plan 
to support farmers and 
encourage cultivation on 
lands that remain unsown 
during the current Kharif 
season.

In a statement issued 
here on Wednesday, 
Director of Agriculture Dr 
Manazir Jeelani Samoon 
said seeds of short-duration 
and low-water-requiring 
alternative crops were 
being supplied to eligible 

farmers at an 80% subsidy 
under the contingency 
plan. The initiative aims to 
help farmers utilise vacant 
cultivable land where sowing 
could not be taken up due to 
inadequate rainfall, he said.

Further, he said a total 
of 90,222 quintals of seeds 
have been allotted under the 
scheme. The seeds include 
horse gram (ulavalu), 
black gram (minumulu), 
green gram (pesalu), red 
gram (kandulu), foxtail 
millet (korralu), finger 
millet (ragulu) and sesame 
(nuvvu).  Of the total 
allocation, 54,036 quintals 
are horse gram, 17,953 
quintals black gram, 6,858 
quintals green gram and 

2,852 quintals red gram, 
he said. Additionally, Dr 
Samoon said seeds would be 
supplied to eligible farmers 
based on the extent of their 
cultivable land, subject to 
a maximum limit of five 
acres per farmer. He advised 
farmers to make use of the 
seeds supplied under the 
Contingency Crop Plan 
and take up alternative 
crops on vacant lands that 
could not be sown due to 
deficient rainfall. Farmers 
can contact their local 
Agriculture Officers for 
details regarding crop-wise 
subsidy rates, seed dosage 
and their contribution and 
collect the seeds at the 
earliest, he added.

80% subsidy on alternative crop seeds
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THE state government has 
sanctioned Rs 300 crore for 
the repair, renovation and 
development of roads and 
buildings (R&B) roads in 
six districts in preparation 
for the Godavari 
Pushkaralu-2027.

R&B minister B C 
Janardhan Reddy said the 
finance department had 
given immediate approval 
for the funds following 
the directions of Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. 

The works are aimed at 
providing safe, smooth and 
improved transportation 
facilities to the millions 
of devotees expected to 
attend the prestigious 
religious event. The 
minister said 78 roads 
covering nearly 431 km 
would be developed in 
East Godavari, West 
Godavari, Kakinada, Dr B 
R Ambedkar Konaseema, 
Polavaram and Eluru 
districts.

Of the total allocation, 
Rs 185.75 crore has been 
earmarked for 41 state 
highway (SH) projects 
covering about 275 km. 
Another Rs 114.25 crore 
will be spent on 37 key 
major district roads 
(MDRs) extending over 
nearly 155 km.

The government has 
accorded priority to 
restoring badly damaged 

roads and modernising 
key routes in and around 
the Godavari region. The 
works will be taken up on 
a priority basis to ensure 
better connectivity to 
important pilgrimage and 
bathing locations during 
the Pushkarams.

Janardhan Reddy said 
the government’s objective 
was to ensure that devotees 
arriving from across 
the country do not face 
traffic congestion or travel 
difficulties. 

The Rs. 300-crore 
investment would 
significantly improve the 
condition and appearance 
of R&B roads across the 
Godavari region, he added.

The minister said 
the road development 
programme reflected the 
coalition government’s 
commitment to providing 
devotees with safe, 
comfortable and hassle-
free transportation 
during Godavari 
Pushkarams-2027.

Rs 300 cr sanctioned 
for roads ahead  
of Pushkaralu
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UK-based Telugu celebrity 
chef Kanthi Kiran Thamma, 
Chef and director of The 
Spice Circuit Ltd., Brighton, 
has been named a finalist in 
the Chef of the Year category 
at the BIH Spotlight Awards 
2026.

Chef Kanthi’s selection 
follows an overwhelming 
response to his nomination 
in the nationwide recogni-
tion programme, with final-
ists chosen from more than 
3,000 nominations across the 
UK hospitality industry. His 
achievement highlights his 
contribution to South Asian 
cuisine and the UK’s diverse 
culinary landscape. The 
Spice Circuit Ltd. was pre-
viously honoured with the 
Best South Asian Restaurant 
award at the BIH Spotlight 
Awards 2025, recognising 
its distinctive contribution 
to South Asian cuisine and 
hospitality.

Now in its fifth year, the 
BIH Spotlight Awards have 
attracted more than 1,000 at-
tendees from across the UK 
and Ireland and recognised 
60 winners. The awards also 
provide a platform for es-
tablished professionals and 

emerging talent in the hos-
pitality sector. Chef Kanthi’s 
latest nomination adds to his 
growing recognition in the 
UK culinary industry and 
places him among leading 
chefs competing for the cov-
eted Chef of the Year title.

The winners will be an-
nounced at a glittering cere-
mony at Quaglino’s, London, 
on October 12, 2026, in the 
presence of leading chefs, 
restaurateurs, hospitality 
professionals and food con-
noisseurs from across the UK 
and Ireland.

Chef Kanthi Thamma, 
born in Guntur and raised 
in Hyderabad, is an ac-
claimed chef and entrepre-
neur based in Brighton, UK. 
Over 12 years, his culinary 
ventures have earned numer-
ous awards and international 
recognition. As a guest chef, 
he has represented South 
Indian, particularly Telugu, 
cuisine across Sweden, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Germa-
ny, Italy and the USA.

Kanthi Kiran Thamma named 
chef of the year finalist
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FORMER Gannavaram MLA Vallabhaneni 
Vamsi Mohan, along with his advocate Dr V 
Devi Satya Sri, met NTR District Police Com-
missioner SV Rajasekhar Babu on Wednesday 
and submitted a complaint seeking action 
against Central Zone ACP Damodar over al-
leged police interference in a private property 
dispute.

Later, Vamsi told the media that several 
cases had been registered against him and his 
associates under the ruling coalition govern-
ment’s “Red Book”. He said they viewed the 
cases as political vendetta and were facing 
them legally. However, he alleged that police 
were also harassing his advocate despite the 
property issue having no political connection.

Referring to the property issue involving 
his advocate Satya Sri, Vamsi alleged that ACP 
Damodar was not the investigating officer in 
the case but had frequently intervened and 
allegedly threatened her. He alleged that two 
cases had been registered against Satya Sri 
even though, according to him, the site was 
occupied by a neighbour.

According to Satya Sri’s complaint, her 
family purchased Plot No 106 in Vijayawada 
through registered documents in 2021. She 
alleged that a neighbour subsequently inter-
fered with the property and attempted to pre-
vent construction of a compound wall.

She alleged that Crime No 402/2025 was 
registered on November 17, 2025, based on 
the neighbour’s complaint. Citing an RTI re-
sponse, she claimed that the complainant had 

not submitted title documents, ownership pa-
pers or an Encumbrance Certificate when the 
case was registered. She further alleged that 
no boundary measurement, plot-dimension 
verification or survey was conducted before 
registering the case.

 Satya Sri also alleged that her 80-year-old 
father-in-law, a practising doctor with no con-
nection to the property work, was made an ac-
cused. She said she had approached the High 
Court against alleged police interference and 
pressure for a private settlement and claimed 
that in WP No 32225/2025, the court directed 
police not to interfere in the civil dispute. 

In her latest complaint, Satya Sri al-
leged that ACP Damodar visited Plot No 
106 with police personnel on September 8 
while she was attending court proceedings  
at Gannavaram.

Ex-MLA seeks action against ACP

Former MLA Dr Vamsi and his advocate Devi 

Satya Sri coming out of the NTR District 

Police Commissionerate after submitting 

a complaint against Central Zone ACP 

Damodar in Vijayawada on Wednesday

TDP cadre 
stages protest
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GUNTUR West MLA Galla 
Madhavi said that history 
would never forget the al-
leged illegal arrest of TDP 
national president N Chan-
drababu Naidu. 

The statewide “Nijam 
Gelichindi” programme 
was organised at the TDP 
office in Guntur West con-
stituency under the leader-
ship of MLA Galla Madhavi 
on Wednesday. The party 
leaders and cadres lit lamps 
and staged a protest against 
Chandrababu Naidu’s ar-
rest.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Madhavi con-
gratulated the booth in-
charges, booth conveners, 
cluster in-charges and party 
division presidents who 
completed party’s door-to-
door campaign 100% and 
announced that a special 
tour to the Veligonda Pro-
ject and Srisailam Mallanna 
Temple would be organised 
on September 13.

She said the Veligonda 
Project was a testament 
to Chandrababu Naidu’s 
vision and was a crucial 
project for the agricultural 
development of the State. 
She stated that the tour was 
being organised to enable 
party cadres to personally 
witness the historic project. 
She also called upon people 
to install clay Ganesha idols 
instead of Plaster of Paris 
idols and contribute to en-
vironmental protection.
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SOCIAL Welfare Minister 
Dr Dola Sree Bala Veeran-
janeya Swamy distributed 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
(CMRF) cheques worth Rs 
67.88 lakh to 83 beneficiaries 
at his camp office in Turpu 
Naidupalem, and distributed 
new Pattadar passbooks to 
farmers at Nennurupadu on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Dr Swamy said 
Chief Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu’s aim 
is to ensure every person in 
the state lives in good health 
and happiness. He assured 
that the government stands 
by the people in times of 
hardship. 

Later in the evening, 
the minister attended the 
‘Mee Bhoomi Mee Hakku’ 
programme organised at 
Nennurupadu in Kondapi 
mandal, as the chief guest. 
He distributed new Pat-
tadar passbooks to farm-
ers in person. Speaking at 

the programme, Minister 
Swamy alleged that former 
Chief Minister Jagan Mohan 
Reddy had misused public 
money by printing his 
photo on passbooks out of a 
publicity craze. He said that 
the present government was 
distributing passbooks with 
the state seal.

He added that fertilisers, 
seeds, subsidised agricultural 
equipment, and drones were 
being provided to farmers 
in time. He further said 
that the government was 
giving Rs 20,000 per year as 
investment support to farm-
ers, an amount unmatched 
anywhere in the country.

CMRF cheques distributed

Minister DSBV Swamy 

distributing CMRF 

cheques to beneficiaries 
at Turpu Nayudupalem on 

Wednesday
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THE Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) officials of 
the Vijayawada Range on 
Wednesday caught a Ward 
Welfare and Development 
Secretary red-handed while 
allegedly accepting a bribe of 
Rs 7,000 from a complainant 
at Ramalingeswara Nagar 
here.  According to the ACB, 
a case was registered against 
accused officer Vemula Sam-
basiva Rao, Ward Welfare 
and Development Secretary, 
Ward Secretariat, 16-Police 
Colony, Kotinagar, Gayatri 
Road, Ramalingeswara 
Nagar, Vijayawada, under 
Section 7 of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1988, as 
amended in 2018.

The case was registered 
based on a complaint lodged 
by Pandraju Naga Durga 
Rao, 38, of Balajinagar, 
Krishnalanka. The ACB 
alleged that Sambasiva Rao 
had demanded Rs 7,000 
from the complainant for 
performing an official favour 
related to verification of an 
application on the Jnanab-
humi portal, Aadhaar and 
other documents for college 
fee reimbursement.

The ACB laid a trap 
at around 11.56 am on 
Wednesday at the Ward Sec-
retariat in 16-Police Colony, 
Kotinagar. The accused 
officer was allegedly caught 
red-handed while demand-
ing and accepting Rs 7,000 
from the complainant.

According to the ACB, 
Sambasiva Rao was ap-
pointed as Ward Welfare 
and Development Secretary 
in the Municipal Adminis-
tration and Urban Devel-
opment Department on 
November 25, 2019, and was 
initially posted at Ayodhya 
Nagar in Vijayawada. He was 
later transferred to the Rani-
gari Thota Ward Secretariat 
in 2022.

He has been working at 
the 16-Police Colony–Ko-
tinagar Ward Secretariat 
on Gayatri Road, Ramalin-
geswara Nagar, since July 9, 
2026. The ACB appealed to 
the public to report instances 
of corruption in government 
departments to the near-
est ACB office or through 
its toll-free number 1064, 
mobile number 9440440057 
or email at complaints-acb@
ap.gov.in. The identity of 
complainants and inform-
ants would be kept confiden-
tial, it said.

Ward Welfare  
Secretary in ACB net

Vemula Sambasiva Rao with 

the bribe money


