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Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

A team from the AMRUT 
Centre under the Union 
Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) 
inspected various develop-
ment works taken up un-
der the AMRUT scheme in 
Vijayawada on Wednesday.

The team comprising 
AMRUT and MoHUA 
Technical Consultant Dr 
Avinash K Varma and 
Deputy Adviser Vipin 

Kumar Patel visited the 
Sewage Treatment Plant 
(STP) at Ramalingeswara 
Nagar, Elevated Level Ser-
vice Reservoir (ELSR) at 
Ranigarithota and AMRUT 
Park at HB Colony.

 The team reviewed the 
progress of works and the 
maintenance conditions 
of the facilities at the field 
level.

Vijayawada Municipal 

Corporation (VMC) Addi-
tional Commissioner (Pro-
jects) Dr D Chandrasekhar 
and Chief Engineer P 
Satyakumari explained the 
details of the works being 
implemented under the 
AMRUT scheme. 

They discussed the pro-
gress of the projects, con-
struction quality, technical 
aspects and services being 
provided to the public with 

the central team. Dr Chan-
drasekhar said the AM-
RUT scheme was playing 
a key role in strengthening 
urban infrastructure, sew-
age treatment and drinking 
water supply systems in 
the city. 

He said steps were be-
ing taken to complete the 
projects in accordance with 
prescribed standards and 
quality norms and ensure 
better services to citizens.

Representatives of APU-
FIDC and PDMC, includ-
ing Mohammed Bhutto, 
Team Leader, South 
Region; V Jayaprakash, 
Deputy Team Leader, 
North Region; VMC 
Superintending Engineer 
(Projects) K Dushyanth; 
Executive Engineer 
Surekha and other engi-
neering staff participated 
in the inspection.

AMRUT Centre team
inspects projects in city
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Hans News Service 
Kakinada

DISTRICT Joint Collector 
Apoorva Bharat has di-
rected officials to complete 
all advance arrangements 
within the stipulated time 
for smooth, transparent, 
and farmer-friendly paddy 
procurement during the 
Kharif 2026-27 season.

He reviewed the ar-
rangements at a District 
Procurement Committee 
(DPC) meeting held at the 
Kakinada Collectorate on 
Wednesday. Officials from 
Agriculture, Civil Supplies, 
Cooperation, Legal Metrol-
ogy, Marketing, Transport, 
FCI and APSWC, along 
with representatives of 
the Rice Millers Associa-
tion, attended the meeting. 
Apoorva Bharat directed 
officials to equip the pro-
posed procurement centres 
at Rythu Seva Kendras 
(RSKs) and Paddy Procure-
ment Centres (PPCs) with 
computers, printers, inter-
net connectivity, weighing 
machines, moisture meters 
and other required infra-
structure. Officials were 
asked to inspect the centres 
personally before procure-
ment begins and rectify any 
deficiencies. He instructed 
Agriculture and Coopera-
tion officials to complete 
e-Crop, e-KYC and social 
audit processes within the 

prescribed time frame, 
ensuring there were no 
discrepancies in farmers’ 
Aadhaar, crop and variety 
details.

The joint collector 
ordered Legal Metrol-
ogy officials to inspect 
weighbridges attached to 
rice mills and complete 
calibration and stamping. 
Regular inspections should 
be conducted to prevent 
irregularities in weighing, 
he said. He also directed of-
ficials to appoint adequate 
staff at procurement centres 
in advance and provide 
them with necessary train-
ing. GPS-enabled vehicles 
should be identified and 
linked to RSKs and PPCs to 
ensure timely transporta-
tion of procured paddy to 
rice mills. Adequate gunny 
bags should be stocked in 
advance, while rice millers 
were asked to keep ma-
chinery, storage facilities, 
power supply and weigh-
bridges ready. Labour and 
Civil Supplies officials were 
directed to ensure sufficient 
Hamalis were available at 
procurement centres. The 
joint collector made it clear 
that rice millers should be 
tagged with RSKs only after 
submitting valid e-BGs 
and the prescribed MoUs. 
He said the government’s 
priority was to ensure that 
farmers faced no inconven-
ience during procurement.

Paddy procurement
preparations reviewed

District joint collector Apoorva Bharat reviews the 
arrangements at a District Procurement Committee meeting

Hans News Service 
Guntur

CPI national executive 
member Muppalla Nag-
eswara Rao demanded that 
the government imme-
diately reduce the prices 
of essential commodities, 
stating that the steep rise 
in prices is causing severe 
financial hardship to the 
common people. As part of 
the CPI state-wide agitation 
demanding control over the 
continuously rising prices 
of essential commodities, 
the Guntur City Commit-
tee of the CPI organised a 
protest rally on Wednesday. 
The rally was taken out from 
Mallaiah Lingam Bhavan 
at Kothapeta to the Gandhi 

statue at Himani Centre. 
Protesters carried the es-
sential commodities around 
their necks as part of the 
demonstration.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Muppalla Nageswara Rao 
alleged that whenever public 
sector assets in sectors 
such as aviation, shipping, 
petroleum and diesel were 
sold, they were ending up in 
the hands of Adani and Am-
bani. CPI Guntur district 
secretary Kota Malyadri, 
Guntur city secretary Akiti 
Arun Kumar, city commit-
tee members Nuthalapati 
Chinna, G Suresh Babu, 
Gundeboyina Lakshmi, 
Manga Srinivasa Rao and B 
Venkateswara Reddy were 
present.

CPI Guntur city committee taking out a protest rally on 

Wednesday

Soaring prices a burden 
on commoner: CPI

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

SRM University-AP here re-
cently hosted a delegation 
from Springer Nature to out-
line a newly signed Open Ac-
cess agreement designed to 
expand the global reach of its 
academic output and remove 
financial barriers for local 
scholars.

Organised by the Uni-
versity Central Library and 
opened by University Librar-
ian Dr A Janakiraman, the 
session drew 156 students, 
research scholars, and fac-
ulty. The visiting delegation 
included Springer Nature 
representatives Rajneesh Ap-
payya, Licensing Manager; 
Neeraj Karandikar, Account 

Development and Events 
Manager; and Morla Kamak-
shaiah, Account Manager.

As per the agreement, 
SRM-AP will cover the Arti-
cle Processing Charge (APC) 
on behalf of its authors, en-
suring research is published 
openly without financial 
strain on individual fac-
ulty or scholars. The agree-
ment provides immediate, 
unrestricted public access 
to published work. Highly 
accessible research under 
this model typically receives 
nearly 1.5 times more cita-
tions than paywalled articles. 
Authors can publish across a 
vast portfolio of journals, in-
cluding BMC, Springer, Sci-
entific Reports, and Nature 
Partner Journals.

SRM partners with Springer 

Nature to strengthen research

Rajneesh Appayya, Licensing Manager, Springer Nature, 

explaining the Full Open Access agreement to the attendees 

at SRM AP


