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Rs 300 cr sanctioned for  
roads ahead of Pushkaralu

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

THE state government has 
sanctioned Rs 300 crore for 
the repair, renovation and 
development of roads and 
buildings (R&B) roads in 
six districts in preparation 
for the Godavari Pushkara-
lu-2027.

R&B minister B C Janard-
han Reddy said the finance 
department had given im-

mediate approval for the 
funds following the direc-
tions of Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu. The 
works are aimed at pro-
viding safe, smooth and 
improved transportation 
facilities to the millions of 
devotees expected to attend 
the prestigious religious 
event.

The minister said 78 
roads covering nearly 431 
km would be developed in 

East Godavari, West Go-
davari, Kakinada, Dr B R 
Ambedkar Konaseema, Po-
lavaram and Eluru districts.

Of the total allocation, Rs 
185.75 crore has been ear-
marked for 41 state high-
way (SH) projects covering 
about 275 km. Another Rs 
114.25 crore will be spent 
on 37 key major district 
roads (MDRs) extending 
over nearly 155 km.

The government has ac-
corded priority to 
restoring badly dam-
aged roads and mod-
ernising key routes in 
and around the Goda-
vari region. The works 
will be taken up on a 
priority basis to en-

sure better connectivity to 
important pilgrimage and 
bathing locations during 
the Pushkarams.

Janardhan Reddy said 
the government’s objective 
was to ensure that devotees 
arriving from across the 
country do not face traffic 
congestion or travel diffi-
culties. 

The Rs. 300-crore invest-
ment would significantly 
improve the condition and 
appearance of R&B roads 
across the Godavari region, 
he added.

The minister said the 
road development pro-
gramme reflected the coali-
tion government’s commit-
ment to providing devotees 
with safe, comfortable and 
hassle-free transportation 
during Godavari Pushkar-
ams-2027.

l	Govt clears Rs 300 

cr to upgrade 431 

km of R&B roads 

across six Godavari 

districts

l	SH and MDR works 

fast‑tracked to 

ease travel for 

millions during 

Pushkaralu‑2027

l	Priority on 

restoring damaged 

stretches, 

improving key 

routes and 

ensuring smooth 

pilgrim movement

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

IN view of the prevailing El Niño conditions 
and the associated rainfall deficit, the Agricul-
ture Department has launched a Contingency 
Crop Plan to support farmers and encourage 
cultivation on lands that remain unsown dur-
ing the current Kharif season. In a statement 
issued here on Wednesday, Director of Agri-
culture Dr Manazir Jeelani Samoon said seeds 
of short-duration and low-water-requiring al-
ternative crops were being supplied to eligible 
farmers at an 80% subsidy under the contin-
gency plan. 

80% subsidy on 
alternative crop seeds

Hans News Service 
Kakinada

DISTRICT Joint Collector 
Apoorva Bharat has direct-
ed officials to complete all 
advance arrangements with-
in the stipulated time for 
smooth, transparent, and 
farmer-friendly paddy pro-
curement during the Kharif 
2026-27 season.

He reviewed the ar-
rangements at a District 
Procurement Committee 
(DPC) meeting held at the 
Kakinada Collectorate on 
Wednesday. Officials from 
Agriculture, Civil Supplies, 
Cooperation, Legal Metrol-
ogy, Marketing, Transport, 
FCI and APSWC, along 
with representatives of the 
Rice Millers Association, at-
tended the meeting. 

Apoorva Bharat directed 
officials to equip the pro-
posed procurement cen-
tres at Rythu Seva Kendras 
(RSKs) and Paddy Procure-
ment Centres (PPCs) with 
computers, printers, inter-
net connectivity, weighing 
machines, moisture meters 
and other required infra-
structure. 

Officials were asked to in-
spect the centres personally 
before procurement begins 
and rectify any deficiencies. 
He instructed Agriculture 
and Cooperation officials 
to complete e-Crop, e-KYC 
and social audit processes 
within the prescribed time 

frame, ensuring there were 
no discrepancies in farmers’ 
Aadhaar, crop and variety 
details.

The joint collector or-
dered Legal Metrology offi-
cials to inspect weighbridg-
es attached to rice mills and 
complete calibration and 
stamping. 

Regular inspections 
should be conducted to pre-
vent irregularities in weigh-
ing, he said. 

He also directed officials 
to appoint adequate staff 
at procurement centres in 
advance and provide them 
with necessary training. 

GPS-enabled vehicles 
should be identified and 
linked to RSKs and PPCs to 
ensure timely transporta-
tion of procured paddy to 
rice mills. Adequate gunny 
bags should be stocked in 
advance, while rice millers 
were asked to keep machin-
ery, storage facilities, power 
supply and weighbridges 
ready. 

Labour and Civil Supplies 
officials were directed to en-
sure sufficient Hamalis were 
available at procurement 
centres. 

The joint collector made it 
clear that rice millers should 
be tagged with RSKs only 
after submitting valid e-BGs 
and the prescribed MoUs. 
He said the government’s 
priority was to ensure that 
farmers faced no inconven-
ience during procurement.

Paddy procurement
preparations reviewed

District joint collector Apoorva Bharat  
reviews the arrangements at a District  

Procurement Committee meeting

Kanthi Kiran Thamma named chef of the year finalist
Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

UK-based Telugu celebrity chef Kanthi 
Kiran Thamma, Chef and director of 
The Spice Circuit Ltd., Brighton, has 
been named a finalist in the Chef of 
the Year category at the BIH Spotlight 
Awards 2026. Chef Kanthi’s selection 
follows an overwhelming response to 
his nomination in the nationwide rec-
ognition programme, with finalists cho-
sen from more than 3,000 nominations 
across the UK hospitality industry. His 
achievement highlights his contribution 
to South Asian cuisine and the UK’s di-
verse culinary landscape.

The Spice Circuit Ltd. was previously 
honoured with the Best South Asian 
Restaurant award at the BIH Spotlight 
Awards 2025, recognising its distinctive 
contribution to South Asian cuisine and 
hospitality.

Now in its fifth year, the BIH Spot-
light Awards have attracted more than 
1,000 attendees from across the UK 
and Ireland and recognised 60 winners. 
The awards also provide a platform for 
established professionals and emerging 

talent in the hospitality sector.
Chef Kanthi’s latest nomination 

adds to his growing recognition in the 
UK culinary industry and places him 
among leading chefs competing for the 
coveted Chef of the Year title.

The winners will be announced at a 
glittering ceremony at Quaglino’s, Lon-
don, on October 12, 2026, in the pres-
ence of leading chefs, restaurateurs, 
hospitality professionals and food con-
noisseurs from across the UK and Ire-
land.

Chef Kanthi Thamma, born in Gun-
tur and raised in Hyderabad, is an ac-
claimed chef and entrepreneur based 
in Brighton, UK. Over 12 years, his 
culinary ventures have earned numer-
ous awards and international recogni-
tion. As a guest chef, he has represented 
South Indian, particularly Telugu, cui-
sine across Sweden, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Germany, Italy and the USA.

Hans News Service 
Guntur

CPI national executive 
member Muppalla Nag-
eswara Rao demanded 
that the government im-
mediately reduce the prices 
of essential commodities, 
stating that the steep rise 
in prices is causing severe 
financial hardship to the 
common people. As part 
of the CPI state-wide agi-
tation demanding control 
over the continuously ris-
ing prices of essential com-
modities, the Guntur City 
Committee of the CPI or-

ganised a protest rally on 
Wednesday. The rally was 
taken out from Mallaiah 
Lingam Bhavan at Kotha-
peta to the Gandhi statue 

at Himani Centre. Protest-
ers carried the essential 
commodities around their 
necks as part of the dem-
onstration. Speaking on 

the occasion, Muppalla 
Nageswara Rao alleged 
that whenever public sec-
tor assets in sectors such 
as aviation, shipping, pe-
troleum and diesel were 
sold, they were ending up 
in the hands of Adani and 
Ambani.

CPI Guntur district 
secretary Kota Malyadri, 
Guntur city secretary Akiti 
Arun Kumar, city commit-
tee members Nuthalapati 
Chinna, G Suresh Babu, 
Gundeboyina Lakshmi, 
Manga Srinivasa Rao and 
B Venkateswara Reddy  
were present.

Soaring prices a burden on commoners: CPI

CPI Guntur city committee taking out a protest rally on 

Wednesday

Hans News Service  
Kadapa

DISTRICT Collector Dr 
Sridhar Cherukuri inau-
gurated ‘Invest Kadapa’ 
Centre at the Collectorate 
on Wednesday, aimed at 
transforming Kadapa into 
a major industrial, com-
mercial and investment 
hub in South India.

The Collector said the 

centre would provide end-
to-end support to inves-
tors, from land identifica-
tion and infrastructure 
details to statutory ap-
provals and coordination 
with various government 
departments. A dedicated 
digital portal will provide 
information on available 
land, water, power and 
road connectivity on a 
single platform.

He said the initiative 
would support invest-
ments not only in indus-
tries but also in renewable 
energy, minerals, mining, 
tourism, commerce and 
real estate. Special focus 
would also be given to de-
veloping skilled manpow-
er for industries through 
coordination with educa-
tional and technical insti-
tutions.

He also announced 
that ‘Startup Kadapa’ 
would soon be launched 
to encourage local youth, 
students and aspiring en-
trepreneurs. He expressed 
confidence that the com-
bined initiatives would ac-
celerate economic growth, 
attract investments and 
create more employment 
opportunities in the dis-
trict.

Joint Collector Dr Ni-
dhi Meena, Sub-Collector 
HS Bhavana, industrial-

ists, investors, entrepre-
neurs and officials partici-
pated in the programme.

‘Invest Kadapa’ centre inaugurated 

TIRUMALA : TTD is developing a dedicated 
mobile app to map all shops, hotels and com-
mercial establishments in Tirumala using 
advanced technology and to streamline li-
cence monitoring.TTD Additional Executive 
Officer Ch Venkaiah Chowdary reviewed 
the app’s progress with Amaravati Solutions 
representatives at Sudharma Meeting Hall in 
Tirumala on Wednesday.

The agency demonstrated features includ-
ing a unified platform for shop details, li-
cence information, expiry dates and precise 
location tracking through the App.

The Additional EO directed officials to 
ensure transparency, efficiency and compre-
hensive registration of all commercial estab-
lishments to improve service management.

TTD in-charge FA&CAO Ravi Prasad, 
Tirumala Estate Officer Venkateswarlu, CAO 
Venkata Ramana, in-charge IT GM Ven-
kateswarlu Naidu, Amaravati Solutions rep-
resentatives and other officials were present. 

Digital mapping of 
Tirumala shops  

reviewed

Sri City opens extended central 
expressway to traffic

Hans News Service 
Sri City

THE newly extended Central 
Expressway in Sri City was 
inaugurated and opened to 
traffic by DSP Srinivasulu on 
Wednesday, further strength-
ening connectivity and inter-
nal road infrastructure with-
in the integrated business 
city. The 1-km-long exten-
sion, running from Panason-
ic Company Road Junction 
to SOLUM India High-Tech 
plant, was formally dedicated 
to traffic in the presence of 
senior officials of Sri City.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, Sri City MD Dr 
Ravindra Sannareddy said 
the road extension forms part 
of Sri City’s ongoing efforts to 
enhance its internal transpor-
tation network and provide 

world-class infrastructure 
to its growing industrial and 
business ecosystem.

The newly opened stretch 
is expected to facilitate 

smooth and free flow of ve-
hicular traffic, while improv-
ing accessibility to industrial 
units and other facilities lo-
cated along the corridor. The 

extension will also contribute 
to more efficient movement 
of employees, goods and 
commercial vehicles within 
Sri City.

DSP Srinivasulu inaugurating the Central Expressway Extension in the presence of senior Sri 

City officials on Wednesday


