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Rs 300 cr sanctioned for 
roads ahead of Pushkaralu

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

THE state government 
has sanctioned Rs 300 
crore for the repair, reno-
vation and development 
of roads and buildings 
(R&B) roads in six dis-
tricts in preparation for 
the Godavari Pushkara-
lu-2027.

R&B minister B C Ja-
nardhan Reddy said the 
finance department had 
given immediate approval 
for the funds following 
the directions of Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu. The works are 
aimed at providing safe, 

smooth and improved 
transportation facilities 
to the millions of devo-
tees expected to attend 
the prestigious religious 
event. The minister said 78 
roads covering nearly 431 
km would be developed 
in East Godavari, West 
Godavari, Kakinada, Dr 
B R Ambedkar Konasee-
ma, Polavaram and Eluru  
districts. 

Of the total alloca-
tion, Rs 185.75 crore has 
been earmarked for 41 
state highway (SH) pro-
jects covering about 275 
km. Another Rs 114.25 
crore will be spent on 37 
key major district roads 
(MDRs) extending over 

nearly 155 km.The gov-
ernment has accorded 
priority to restoring badly 
damaged roads and mod-
ernising key routes in 
and around the Godavari 
region. The works will 
be taken up on a prior-
ity basis to ensure better 
connectivity to important 
pilgrimage and bath-
ing locations during the 
Pushkarams.

Janardhan Reddy said 
the government’s objec-
tive was to ensure that 
devotees arriving from 
across the country do 
not face traffic conges-
tion or travel difficulties. 
The Rs. 300-crore invest-
ment would significantly 
improve the condition 
and appearance of R&B 
roads across the Goda-
vari region, he added. The 
minister said the road 
development programme 
reflected the coalition 
government’s commit-
ment to providing devo-
tees with safe, comfortable 
and hassle-free transpor-
tation during Godavari 
Pushkarams-2027.

80% subsidy 
on alternative 

crop seeds

Hans News Service 
Kakinada

DISTRICT Joint Collec-
tor Apoorva Bharat has di-
rected officials to complete 
all advance arrangements 
within the stipulated time 
for smooth, transparent, and 
farmer-friendly paddy pro-
curement during the Kharif 
2026-27 season.

He reviewed the arrange-
ments at a District Procure-
ment Committee (DPC) 
meeting held at the Kakinada 
Collectorate on Wednesday. 
Officials from Agriculture, 
Civil Supplies, Cooperation, 
Legal Metrology, Marketing, 
Transport, FCI and APSWC, 
along with representatives of 
the Rice Millers Association, 
attended the meeting. 

Apoorva Bharat directed 
officials to equip the pro-
posed procurement centres at 
Rythu Seva Kendras (RSKs) 
and Paddy Procurement Cen-
tres (PPCs) with computers, 
printers, internet connectivity, 
weighing machines, moisture 
meters and other required 
infrastructure.  Officials were 
asked to inspect the centres 
personally before procure-
ment begins and rectify any 
deficiencies. He instructed 
Agriculture and Cooperation 
officials to complete e-Crop, e-
KYC and social audit process-

es within the prescribed time 
frame, ensuring there were no 
discrepancies in farmers’ Aad-
haar, crop and variety details.

The joint collector ordered 
Legal Metrology officials to 
inspect weighbridges attached 
to rice mills and complete cali-
bration and stamping. 

Regular inspections should 
be conducted to prevent irreg-
ularities in weighing, he said. 

He also directed officials to 
appoint adequate staff at pro-
curement centres in advance 
and provide them with neces-
sary training. 

GPS-enabled vehicles 
should be identified and 
linked to RSKs and PPCs to 
ensure timely transportation 
of procured paddy to rice 
mills. Adequate gunny bags 
should be stocked in advance, 
while rice millers were asked 
to keep machinery, storage 
facilities, power supply and 
weighbridges ready. 

Labour and Civil Supplies 
officials were directed to en-
sure sufficient Hamalis were 
available at procurement cen-
tres. The joint collector made 
it clear that rice millers should 
be tagged with RSKs only after 
submitting valid e-BGs and 
the prescribed MoUs. He said 
the government’s priority was 
to ensure that farmers faced 
no inconvenience during pro-
curement.

Paddy procurement
preparations reviewed

Hans News Service 
Guntur

CPI national executive member Muppalla Nag-
eswara Rao demanded that the government im-
mediately reduce the prices of essential commodi-
ties, stating that the steep rise in prices is causing 
severe financial hardship to the common people. 
As part of the CPI state-wide agitation demand-
ing control over the continuously rising prices of 
essential commodities, the Guntur City Commit-
tee of the CPI organised a protest rally on Wednes-
day. The rally was taken out from Mallaiah Lingam 
Bhavan at Kothapeta to the Gandhi statue at  
Himani Centre. 
Protesters carried the essential commodities 
around their necks as part of the demonstration. 
Speaking on the occasion, Muppalla Nageswara 
Rao alleged that whenever public sector assets in 
sectors such as aviation, shipping, petroleum and 
diesel were sold, they were ending up in the hands 
of Adani and Ambani.

CPI Guntur district secretary Kota Malyadri, 
Guntur city secretary Akiti Arun Kumar, city com-
mittee members Nuthalapati Chinna, G Suresh 
Babu, Gundeboyina Lakshmi, Manga Srinivasa 
Rao and B Venkateswara Reddy were present.

Soaring prices a burden 
on commoners: CPI

CPI Guntur city committee taking out a protest rally on 

Wednesday

l	Govt clears Rs 

300 cr to upgrade 

431 km of R&B 

roads across six 

Godavari districts

l	SH and 

MDR works 

fast‑tracked to 

ease travel for 

millions during 

Pushkaralu‑2027

Vijayawada

IN view of the 
prevailing El Niño 
conditions and the 
associated rainfall 
deficit, the Agri-
culture Depart-
ment has launched 
a Contingency 
Crop Plan to sup-
port farmers and 
encourage cultiva-
tion on lands that 
remain unsown 
during the current 
Kharif season.

In a statement 
issued here on 
Wednesday, Direc-
tor of Agriculture 
Dr Manazir Jeelani 
Samoon said seeds 
of short-duration 
and low-water-re-
quiring alternative 
crops were being 
supplied to eligible 
farmers at an 80% 
subsidy under the 
contingency plan. 
The initiative aims 
to help farmers 
utilise vacant cul-
tivable land where 
sowing could not 
be taken up due 
to inadequate 
rainfall, he said.

Further, he said 
a total of 90,222 
quintals of seeds 
have been allotted 
under the scheme. 
The seeds include 
horse gram 
(ulavalu), black 
gram (minu-
mulu), green 
gram (pesalu), red 
gram (kandulu), 
foxtail millet 
(korralu), finger 
millet (ragulu) and 
sesame (nuvvu). 
Of the total al-
location, 54,036 
quintals are horse 
gram, 17,953 quin-
tals black gram, 
6,858 quintals 
green gram and 
2,852 quintals red 
gram, he said.


