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Clear the wires, avert 
mishaps: Sajjanar

Police Commissioner directs departments 
to ensure safe Ganesh procession routes 

and electrical connections

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad 

HYDERABAD Police 
Commissioner VC Saj-
janar on Wednesday di-
rected all government 
departments to work in 
close coordination and 
execute proactive pre-
ventive measures for the 
smooth conduct of the 
Ganesh festival. 

Addressing an interde-
partmental coordination 
meeting held at Visves-
varaya Bhavan in Khaira-
tabad, Sajjanar instructed 
officials to immediately 
clear loose and hang-
ing electricity, cable, and 
internet wires obstruct-
ing procession routes, 

maintaining sufficient 
height clearance to avoid 
mishaps like the Raman-
thapur incident. 

He stressed that pandal 
organizers must receive 
safe electrical connec-
tions adhering strictly 
to regulations, complete 
mandatory earthing, and 
secure necessary approv-
als from the Electrical In-
spectorate. Additionally, 
electricity department 
officials were instructed 
to maintain continuous 
communication with law 
enforcement and inform 
local police before carry-
ing out power shutdowns 
or wire clearance opera-
tions across procession 
routes.

MMC to set up baby 
ponds for Ganesh 

idol immersion
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

TO ensure a safe, smooth, 
and eco-friendly Ganesh 
idol immersion procession, 
Malkajgiri Municipal Cor-
poration Commissioner 
T Vinay Krishna Reddy, 
alongside Uppal Zonal 
Commissioner Radhika 
Gupta, conducted a field 
inspection on Wednesday, 
directing officials to es-
tablish a baby pond near 
existing water bodies for 
idol immersions. Inspect-
ing Rampalli Lake in Naga-
ram Ward under Ghatkesar 
Circle, the Commissioner 
instructed that the artificial 
pond be designed for future 
Bathukamma festivities.

He directed officials to 
create two separate immer-

sion zones for small and 
large idols to ensure order 
and safety. Key logistics 
ordered include deploying 
cranes, setting up medi-
cal aid desks, stationing 
ambulances, ensuring fire 
safety, establishing a con-
trol room, and removing 
old and newly immersed 
idols promptly.

The Commissioner in-
structed that flowers and 
organic puja materials be 
collected separately for 
composting into natural 
fertilizer, while general 
waste undergoes scientific 
processing. Emphasizing 
continuous field monitor-
ing, he urged inter-depart-
mental coordination to 
ensure smooth operations 
across the municipality 
throughout the festival.

Dhoolpet’s Ganesh craft hub 
faces a readymade challenge

Artisans say shrinking orders and high production costs are forcing a shift
MM Farooqui 

Hyderabad

PREPARATIONS are in 
full swing ahead of the 
11-day Ganesh Chaturthi 
festivities, which is start-
ing from September 14. As 
preparations for the festival 
gather momentum across 
Hyderabad, the city’s idol 
markets are witnessing a 
major shift towards ready-
made Ganesh idols, with a 
significant number being 
brought in from Maha-
rashtra and other nearby 
districts. 

Even Dhoolpet, which 
is traditionally regarded 
as Hyderabad’s hub of idol 
makers and skilled artisans, 
is now increasingly selling 
readymade idols instead 
of manufacturing them lo-
cally.

Unlike in the past, ar-

tisans, who used to spend 
several days crafting the 
idols for the Ganesh Fes-
tival, are now procuring 
the readymade idols from 
other states to earn more 
money effortlessly. 

Ganesh idols from other 
states have sprouted up in 
every nook and corner of 
the city, as these local arti-
sans, who have been craft-
ing the idols for many dec-
ades are now selling idols 

transported from Sholapur, 
Pune, Nashik, Malegaon 
and several smaller towns 
and villages in Maharash-
tra.

According to the idol-
making community, nearly 

90 per cent of the Ganesh 
idols currently available in 
the market are being trans-
ported from Maharashtra. 
Telangana Idol Makers 
Welfare Association Vice 
president Kailash Singh 
Hazari, an artisan, said that 
orders for making idols 
from locals have gone down 
from the last few years. 

“Earlier, we artisans used 
to craft idols and sell them 
during the festival. But now, 
if an artisan makes an idol 
without receiving an order 
from people in the city, 
we face huge losses,” said 
Kailash Singh. He added, 
“We are facing huge losses 
after spending lakhs of ru-
pees on making the idols.”

In Dhoolpet, only a 
handful of people are now 
making Ganesh idols based 
on specific customer or-
ders. Most of the idols are 

being brought from outside 
and sold here,” said Ram 
Murthy, another artisan. 
Dhoolpet has around 70 to 
80 idol makers and artisans, 
but only a limited number 
continue to manufacture 
idols from scratch. The rest 
have shifted towards sourc-
ing finished idols from out-
side locations and selling 
them in Hyderabad.

Kailash Singh said, “Peo-
ple generally have the per-
ception that idols manufac-
tured in Maharashtra are 
better. However, idols made 
in Hyderabad, particularly 
Dhoolpet, have better fin-
ishing and quality. Another 
major advantage of buying 
locally manufactured idols 
is that the artisans are avail-
able to provide support if 
there is any damage during 
transportation or installa-
tion,” he said.

The Khairatabad Bada Ganesh idol undergoing final  
touch-ups and painting ahead of the Ganesh festival  

 Photo: Adula Krishna

BADA GANESH GETS FINISHING TOUCHES

CBI arrests ex-DRM of Waltair Dvn 
for amassing `2.19 cr illegal assets

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

THE Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) officials 
arrested former Divisional 
Railway Manager (DRM), 
East Coast Railways, Wal-
tair Division, Visakhapat-
nam, Saurabh Prasad, for 
allegedly amassing assets 
worth Rs 2.19 crore. The 
agency registered a dis-
proportionate assets case 
against the accused officer.

In 2024, the CBI Delhi 
unit officials registered cas-
es under corruption charg-
es and conducted raids at 
the residence of the ac-
cused officer. The officials 
found cash in dollars, eu-
ros, Mauritius rupees and 
francs, besides gold coins, 
gold and silver jewellery 

and various documents 
pertaining to income, as-
sets and expenditure in the 
name of Saurabh Prasad 
and his family members.

In continuation of the 
probe, the CBI found that 
the accused officer had 
amassed Rs 2.19 crore in 
assets illegally. Saurabh 
Prasad joined the Indian 
Railways as an Assistant 
Mechanical Engineer in 
1994. After being pro-
moted and posted in vari-
ous positions, from 2018 
to September 2021, he 
was posted as CME with 
Konkan Railway. He was 
posted as CME (Planning) 
at Central Railway from 
September 2021 to July 
2023 and was posted as 
DRM, Waltair Division of 
East Coast Railways, from 

July 2023 to November 16, 
2024.

The CBI officials stated 
that Saurabh Prasad, while 
in public service from 2021 
to 2024, acquired assets 
worth Rs 2.19 crore that 
were disproportionate to 
all his known legal sources 
of income, for which he 
could not satisfactorily ac-
count.

It was further revealed 
that Saurabh Prasad retired 
as Director, DRDO, and 
his mother is a housewife 
and is not dependent on 
him. His wife, Manjushree 
Saurabh Prasad, was em-
ployed with Tata Steel till 
July 2023 and left the job 
afterwards. She had some 
income from house rent 
and consultancy jobs.

Details of the income, assets and expenditure  

of Saurabh Prasad between 2021 and 2024:

l	Assets at the beginning of the check period: Rs 
1,04,44,008.31

l	Assets at the end of the check period: Rs 5,40,74,604.31
l	Income during the check period: Rs 3,53,07,917
l	Expenditure during the check period: Rs 1,35,84,900
l	Assets acquired during the check period: Rs 

4,36,30,592
l	Likely savings during the check period: Rs 2,17,23,017
l	Disproportionate assets: Rs 2,19,07,575

VVC MAHINDRA OPENS FLAGSHIP 
SHOWROOM AT KOTHAGUDA

HYDERABAD: VVC Motors inaugurated one of the city largest Mahindra and 
Mahindra showrooms at Kothaguda, opposite AMB Mall, on Wednesday. The 
flagship outlet was jointly inaugurated by Pawan Kumar, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Mahindra and Mahindra, Sachin Gupta, Head of Field Operations, 
and V Rajendra Prasad, Chairman and Managing Director of VVC Motors. 
Rajendra Prasad stated that the modern facility adheres to new age stand-
ards, displaying up to ten vehicles simultaneously. He announced upcoming 
expansion plans to establish a large workshop dedicated exclusively to 
electric vehicles. Emphasizing Mahindra robust customer support infrastruc-
ture, he noted that the brand extensive service network across Hyderabad 
remains a cornerstone of its strength, delivering seamless automotive sales 
and maintenance experiences for customers throughout the region.

Hyd to host national conclave on RTI reforms
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE Telangana Informa-
tion Commission (TGIC) 
will organise a two-day 
National Conference on 
‘Operational Uniformity 
in Implementation of RTI: 
Challenges and Solutions’ 
at the Administrative Staff 
College of India (ASCI), 
Hyderabad, on September 
10 and 11.

Sponsored by the Na-
tional Federation of Infor-
mation Commissioners in 
India (NFICI) and organ-
ised in collaboration with 
ASCI, the conference will 
bring together Chief Infor-
mation Commissioners, In-

formation Commissioners, 
legal experts, policymakers 
and senior administrators 
from across the country. 
Around 20 State Chief In-
formation Commissioners 
are likely to participate.

Governor Shiv Prathap 
Shukla will be the chief 

guest at the inaugural ses-
sion and deliver the keynote 
address. The conference 
will focus on strengthen-
ing implementation of the 
Right to Information Act, 
2005, with emphasis on 
uniform procedures, re-
ducing pendency, timely 

disposal of cases, effec-
tive hearing mechanisms, 
proactive disclosure under 
Section 4, digitalisation and 
capacity building of Public 
Information Officers and 
First Appellate Authorities.

Discussions will also ad-
dress preventing misuse 
of RTI without restricting 
legitimate citizen access 
and strengthening the inde-
pendence and effectiveness 
of Information Commis-
sions.

Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy will attend a dinner 
interaction with the Central 
Chief Information Com-
missioner and State Chief 
Information Commission-
ers on September 10.

RTI Commissioners Boreddy Ayodhya Reddy, PV Srinivas 
and others call on Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy in 

Hyderabad on Wednesday


