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Rs 221.67 cr health infra

projects

@®Tenders called for 12 projects to strengthen
healthcare, AYUSH and medical education
®Six 50-bed integrated AYUSH hospitals
and two medical colleges are among the

key projects

@ Chinturu CHC to be upgraded to a
100-bed hospital; new OPD block planned

at Kakinada GGH
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THE state government has
initiated the tender process
for 12 infrastructure projects
worth an estimated Rs 221.67
crore to strengthen healthcare
services, AYUSH facilities
and medical education across
the state.

Health, medical and fam-
ily welfare minister Y Satya
Kumar Yadav said in a state-
ment here on Friday that the
projects include the construc-
tion of six integrated AYUSH
multi-specialty hospitals, two

medical colleges and addi-
tional facilities at existing in-
stitutions and infrastructure
development at government
hospitals.

Of the 12 works, 10 are
related to the AYUSH sector,
while two projects pertain to
allopathic medical services,
the Minister said.

Under  the  National
AYUSH Mission (NAM), six
50-bed integrated AYUSH
hospitals will be established
at Tekkal in Srikakulam
district at a cost of Rs 9.98
crore, Rampachodavaram
in Polavaram district for Rs

wal

10.57 crore, Nandigama in
NTR district for K10.52 crore,
Tenali in Guntur district
for Rs 10.50 crore, Giddalur
in Markapuram district for
¥10.58 crore and Tirupati dis-
trict for Rs 9.99 crore.

The government will also
construct a  Government
Unani Medical College at
Proddatur in Kadapa district
at an estimated cost of Rs 49
crore. Another Government
Ayurvedic Medical College at

Dharmavaram in Sri Sathya
Sai district will be established
with an investment of Rs 49
crore.

At the Visakhapatnam In-
stitute of Medical Sciences
(VIMS), a first floor will be
constructed above the ex-
isting ground floor of the
Government  Naturopathy
and Yoga College at a cost of
Rs 9.37 crore. An additional
floor and facilities for the
clinical department will also

on anvil In state

be developed at the 50-bed
Integrated AYUSH Hospital
in the same campus at a cost
of Rs 3.04 crore.

In the allopathic healthcare
sector, the 50-bed Commu-
nity Health Centre at Chin-
turu will be upgraded into a
100-bed Area Hospital at an
estimated cost of Rs 21.99
crore. A new Out-Patient De-
partment (OPD) block will
also be constructed at the
Government General Hospi-
tal, Kakinada, at a cost of Rs
27.13 crore.

The Andhra Pradesh
Medical Services and Infra-
structure Development Cor-
poration (APMSIDC) has
initiated the tender process
through e-procurement for
the proposed works.

Satya Kumar Yadav said the
projects reflect the coalition
governments commitment
to strengthening medical in-
frastructure and expanding
access to quality healthcare
and medical education across
Andhra Pradesh.
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Search for missing
fishermen intensifies

®Five ships, aircraft
have been pressed
into operation
®Alerts sent
to Myanmar,
Port Blair and
Bangladesh coast
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SEARCH operations for
the seven Andhra Pradesh
fishermen missing at sea
continued on Friday, with
the Indian Coast Guard
deploying five ships, two
Dornier aircraft and a
helicopter to locate their
boat.

Agriculture minister
K Atchannaidu said the
State government was
maintaining constant
coordination with the
Coast Guard and Navy
and would pursue every
possible avenue to trace the
fishermen and bring them
back safely.

Atchannaidu said
officials had spoken to
Coast Guard Assistant
Commanding Officer
Ranjit Kumar to review
the latest position. Coast

Guard officials informed
them that an extensive
search was continuing at
sea, though the missing
boat had not yet been
located.

Information about
the vessel has been
shared with Coast Guard
authorities in Myanmar,
Port Blair and coastal areas
bordering Bangladesh,
with instructions to remain
alert for any sighting or
information regarding the
boat.

The minister said the
search would continue
without interruption. Coast
Guard officials had also
assured the State that the
officer taking charge after
August 24 would continue
the operation until the
fishermen were traced. He
reassured the families that
the government was closely
monitoring the search
and coordinating with all
available agencies.

He appealed to the
families to remain
courageous and not lose
hope, assuring them that
the search would continue
through every possible
avenue until the missing
boat and fishermen are
located.

TDP slams 11 YSRCP MLAs
for sk|pp|ng Assembly

@ Chief whip An-
janeyulu accuses
them of avoiding the
Assembly for fear of
facing the govt

®Says MLAs drawing
salaries must attend
the House and raise
public issues on
behalf of voters
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GOVERNMENT chief
whip and Vinukonda MLA
GV Anjaneyulu strongly
criticised 11 YSRCP MLAs
for staying away from the
Assembly sessions, alleging
that they lacked the courage
to face the House.
Questioning why elected
representatives did not attend
the Assembly to discuss pub-
lic issues, Anjaneyulu said it
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was unfair for MLAs to draw
salaries while neglecting
their responsibilities towards
the people. He alleged that
the YSRCP MLAs had “run
away” from the Assembly be-
cause they were afraid to face
the government. Speaking to
the media at party head-
quarters in Mangalagiri, he
criticised them for failing to
come to the Assembly, which
he described as a temple of
democracy, and speak on
behalf of the people. He said
the four-day Assembly ses-
sion witnessed meaningful
discussions and continued
for 25 hours and 15 minutes.
A total of 103 members
participated in the proceed-
ings. Had the 11 YSRCP
MLAs attended, they too

would have had an opportu-
nity to raise public issues, he
said. Anjaneyulu also took a
dig at the YSRCP leadership
over the DSC recruitment
issue. He said Minister Nara
Lokesh’s presentation of facts
in the Assembly had left
YSRCP leaders embarrassed.
He described it as ironic that
a person who could not dis-
tinguish between the APPSC
and DSC had served as Chief
Minister for five years.

He alleged that YSRCP
leaders were staying away to
avoid answering questions
over alleged irregularities
in the APPSC during the
previous government. He
also accused them of creating
disruptions in the Legislative
Council. Anjaneyulu urged
YSRCP MLAs to attend
the House and participate
in constructive debates on
public issues, stressing that
elected representatives have a
responsibility to present their
views before the Assembly.

BC empowerment possible
only with TDP: Ravichandra

NELLORE: TDP senior leader, party district presi-
dent and MLC Beeda Ravichandra asserted that
the development and political empowerment of
Backward Classes (BCs) is possible only under
the TDP. Welcoming the state government'’s
decision to provide 34 per cent reservation for
BCs in rural areas and 33.3 per cent in urban
areas, Ravichandra described it as a historic
step. Addressing a press conference at the TDP
office here on Friday, he said the decision was
not merely about reservations but was aimed at
ensuring social dignity and political empower-
ment for BC communities. Ravichandra said the
TDP deserved credit for politically empowering
BCs and challenged the YSRCP to a debate on
its contribution to the community. He recalled
that former Chief Minister and TDP founder N T
Rama Rao had introduced reservations for BCs,

describing it as a pioneering initiative in the
country. He said Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Education Minister Nara Lokesh
were continuing NTR’s legacy.

He noted that BC leaders had headed the
TDP’s State unit during the past 12 years.
Referring to the Deputy Chief Minister’s post,
he said Pawan Kalyan was given the position
based on the collective decision of the alliance
partners. He alleged that the five Deputy Chief
Ministers appointed by the previous YSRCP
government had little real power. Ravichandra
accused the YSRCP of obstructing BC reserva-
tions and alleged that nearly 16,800 BC leaders
lost positions during its rule. He also claimed
that around 70,000 backlog posts remained
unfilled. He thanked Chandrababu Naidu for
initiating the latest reservation measures.

APMDC bags top
corporate bond honour

®Wins ‘Best State
Linked Issuer’ for
mobilising 9,000 cr
via secured NCDs

®Award cites strong
governance, compli-
ance and financial
management under
state leadership

®Recognition credited
to collective effort of
APMDC teams, govt
depts and market
institutions
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THE Andhra Pradesh Min-
eral Development Corpora-
tion Limited (APMDC), a
state-owned enterprise, has
won the prestigious ‘Best
State Linked Issuer’ award at
the ASSOCHAM IX National
Summit & Awards on Cor-
porate Bond Market held in
Mumbai recently.

The award recognises AP-
MDC’s successful mobilisa-
tion of Rs 9,000 crore through
secured Non-Convertible
Debentures (NCDs) in the
corporate bond market.

The fund-raising exercise is
considered a major milestone
for a state government-linked
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organisation.

APMDC credited the
achievement to the leadership
and guidance of Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
and thanked the state finance
department, industries and
commerce, mines and geol-
ogy departments and other
agencies for their support.

Under the leadership of
APMDC managing director
Praveen Kumar, the corpora-
tion successfully raised the
funds with the support of
the state government. The
transaction demonstrated its
financial management capa-
bilities, regulatory compli-
ance, corporate governance
and systems for meeting debt
repayment obligations.

The award selection in-
volved a detailed assessment
of governance, compliance,
administration, innovation,
business performance, strate-

gic initiatives, operational ef-
ficiency and overall contribu-
tion to industry growth.

After the initial evalu-
ation by ASSOCHAM’s
Knowledge and Evaluation
Partner, shortlisted nomina-
tions were examined by an
independent seven-member
jury comprising experts from
the regulatory, financial and
corporate sectors. APMDC
said the recognition was the
result of collective efforts by
its board, employees, bank-
ers, arrangers, credit rating
agencies, debenture trustee,
stock exchanges and other
institutions.

The award marks an
important milestone in
APMDCs efforts to promote
financial discipline, transpar-
ency, good governance and
sustainable development of
Andhra Pradesh’s mineral
sector.

Need to build strong talent
ecosystem stressed

ClI HR Future Bridge Summit 2026 calls for stronger Industry-Academia-
Government collaboration to create a future- ready talent ecosystem
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THE future of India’s work-
force will depend not merely
on technological advance-
ment but on the ability of
industry, academia, govern-
ment and society to work
together to build a strong
and future-ready talent
ecosystem, said Dr Narayana
Bharat Gupta, commissioner
of higher education, Andhra
Pradesh.

Addressing the CII Vi-
jayawada HR Future Bridge
Summit 2026 held here on
Friday, Dr Gupta said India
is witnessing an unprec-
edented transformation in
the nature of work, driven
by artificial intelligence,
automation, digitisation
and emerging technolo-
gies. While technology can
automate processes and
enhance productivity, people
will continue to be central to
innovation, trust, organisa-
tional culture and leadership.

Quoting the World
Economic Forum’s Future
of Jobs Report, he noted
that significant changes
are expected in the global
employment landscape by
2030, with millions of jobs
being created even as several
existing roles and skills un-
dergo transformation. “The
future does not belong to
the biggest organisations; it
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Commissioner of higher education Dr Narayana Bharat
Gupta addressing the Cll HR Future Bridge Summit 2026 in

Vijayawada on Friday

belongs to those who learn
quickly;” he said. Narendra
Kumar Saranam, chairman
of CII Andhra Pradesh in
his address said that talent
competitiveness is economic
competitiveness. For Andhra
Pradesh, the quality of our
talent ecosystem will influ-
ence investment, innovation,
productivity, entrepreneur-
ship and the ability of our
youth to participate confi-
dently in national and global
opportunities, he lamented.
Abhinav Kotagiri, chair-
man of CII Vijayawada in
his welcome address said,
the future of work is arriving
faster than our traditional
systems of education, hiring
and workforce development
were designed to respond.
Founder and chief strate-
gist of The Strategist K Srini-
vas Rao set the context for
the summit by emphasising
the need for a collaborative
ecosystem involving aca-

demia, industry, government
and society.

ITC Limited vice
president-HR P Veeraswamy
emphasised that HR profes-
sionals can become genuine
business partners only when
they understand the business
and demonstrate measurable
value. Prof P Arulmozhi-
varman, vice-chancellor,
VIT-AP University and
co-convenor, CII Andhra
Pradesh Education, People
Skills and Entrepreneurship
Panel, said the conversa-
tion around education must
move from employability to
lifelong relevance and adapt-
ability.

Anvesh Dasari, vice-chair-
man, CII Vijayawada Zone
and director, Electronics Sys-
tems, Prof C S R K Prasad,
vice-chancellor, INTU-K;
Prof G P Raja Sekhar, vice-
chancellor, Andhra Univer-
sity and others also spoke in
the summit.

Krea varsity to host regional
partnershlp summlt on Oct 26
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A regional investment
conference ahead of the CII
Partnership Summit 2026
will be held at Krea Univer-
sity in Sri City on October
26, with a focus on attracting
investment and showcasing
the industrial potential of
the region. As part of the
preparations, MSME Devel-
opment Corporation CEO
M Viswa held a virtual meet-
ing with Tirupati District
Collector Dr S Venkateswar
on Friday. The officials
discussed arrangements for
the Regional Partnership
Summit, which will focus on
sectors including tourism
and allied areas, electron-
ics, semiconductors and
advanced materials, automo-
tive, space and footwear.

The CEO directed officials
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District collector
Dr S Venkateswar

to set up 30 stalls at the
summit to display products
developed by MSMEs and
startups associated with
RTIH. A separate MSME
programme will also be
organised in Tirupati by
September 10 as part of the
preparations for the summit.
The district administration
has appointed the Project
Directors of MEPMA and
DRDA as nodal officers to
coordinate the programmes
and ensure their smooth

conduct.

The September 10 MSME
programme is expected
to bring together around
500 participants, including
MSME promoters, startup
founders and members of
self-help groups. Officials
from the concerned depart-
ments were asked to work in
coordination and complete
the preparations well in
advance. The meeting was
attended by GM-DIC G
Chandrasekhar, ZM-APIIC
Vijay Bharat Reddy, Project
Directors of DRDA and
MEPMA and other officials.

The regional sum-
mit is part of a series of
pre-summit conferences
being organised across the
state ahead of the main
CII Partnership Summit
2026 scheduled to be held
in Visakhapatnam during
November 12-13.

Tenant farmers seek32 L unsecured crop loans

@ Appeal for unsecured
KCC loans up to
Rs 2 lakh for RMGs/
JLGs with good
repayment records
O®RBI norms ignored
despite permission
for collateral-free
loans; many farmers
still stuck below
Rs 1 lakh
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THE Andhra Pradesh Ten-
ant Farmers’ Association
has demanded that tenant
farmers, Rythu Mitra
Groups (RMGs) and Joint
Liability Groups (JLGs)
with a good loan repay-
ment record be provided
unsecured crop loans of up
to Rs 2 lakh through Kisan

Credit Cards. Association
state committee secretary
M Haribabu and Farmers’
Association state president
V Krishnaiah submitted a
representation to agricul-
ture department principal
secretary B Rajasekhar,
urging the government to
intervene and ensure easier
access to institutional credit
for tenant farmers.

The association leaders
said members of RMG and
JLG groups were not receiv-
ing crop loans according
to the prescribed scale of
finance. They pointed out
that despite Reserve Bank of
India guidelines permit-
ting unsecured agricultural
loans up to Rs 2 lakh, the
facility was allegedly not be-
ing implemented effectively
in Andhra Pradesh.

According to the as-
sociation, earlier guidelines
allowed unsecured crop
loans up to Rs 1 lakh.

Andhra Pradesh Tenant Farmers’ Association leaders submit
a memorandum to agriculture special chief secretary B
Rajasekhar in Vijayawada on Friday

However, with the rising
cost of cultivation, the

scale of finance for various
crops has increased. The
association said the limit for
agricultural loans without
collateral requirements has
also been enhanced from Rs
1.6 lakh to Rs 2 lakh.

The leaders argued that
the benefits should be ex-
tended to all eligible tenant
farmers. They expressed
concern that even farmers
and group members who
regularly repay their bank
loans were facing difficul-
ties in obtaining crop loans

exceeding Rs 1 lakh.
Haribabu and Krishnaiah
urged the agriculture
department to hold discus-
sions with State-Level
Bankers’ Committee (SLBC)
officials and ensure that eli-
gible RMG and JLG mem-
bers receive unsecured crop
loans of up to Rs 2 lakh.
They further requested
that farmers requiring
higher credit limits should
be provided crop loans of
up to Rs 5 lakh, subject to
the submission of necessary
sureties or guarantees.
Responding to the
representation, agriculture
special chief secretary Ra-
jasekhar reportedly assured
the association leaders
that he would take up the
matter with SLBC and bank
officials and make efforts
to facilitate the sanction
of crop loans to eligible
tenant farmers and group
members.




