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Golconda’s hidden secret? Tunnel  
discovery revives Charminar link mystery

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

A tunnel has been discov-
ered following alleged ille-
gal excavation at a historic 
400-year-old Qutb Shahi 
graveyard at 18 Seedi on 
Golconda premises, trig-
gering serious concerns 
over possible damage to the 
protected heritage site. It 
revived the long-standing 
belief of a secret tunnel con-
necting Golconda Fort with 
the Charminar.

It was alleged that the ex-
cavation was carried out by 
Army officials in the area, 
following which the dis-
covery of a tunnel came to 
light. 

The matter has now been 
brought to the attention of 
the Archaeological Survey 

of India (ASI) for an imme-
diate inspection and inves-
tigation. 

According to preliminary 
information, excavation 
was allegedly being carried 
out at the site, during which 
an underground passage or 
tunnel-like structure was 
noticed.

The discovery has gener-
ated considerable interest 
because of a long-standing 
local belief that there is a 
secret underground passage 
between Golconda Fort and 
Charminar. However, there 
is no conclusive evidence 
so far establishing the exist-
ence of such a passage.

AIMIM Karwan MLA 
Kausar Mohiuddin visited 
the site and contacted offi-
cials of the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) and 
brought the alleged excava-
tion and discovery to their 
attention. 

The development has also 
been brought to the notice 
of the Hyderabad Collec-
tor, Hyderabad City Police 
Commissioner and DCP, 
South-West Zone.

Authorities have decided 
to deploy police personnel 
at the site to prevent any 
further unauthorised activ-
ity until the inspection and 
assessment are completed.  

On receiving the infor-
mation, the ASI officials 
inspected the site on Friday 
and ascertained the nature 
and extent of the excavation 
and examined the tunnel 
discovered at the location.

The officials from ASI 
said that they have called 
archaeologists to examine 
the reliability of the claim 
that there is a tunnel that 
has been discovered. The 
inspection has determined 
whether the excavation has 
caused any damage to the 
centuries-old Qutb Shahi 
heritage site and the nature 
and purpose of the tunnel, 
says an official from ASI.

ASI probes underground passage found at 400-year-old 

Qutb Shahi graveyard after alleged illegal excavation

Civil Supplies gets ‘commando 
shield’ against defaulting rice millers

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

IN a decisive move to safe-
guard the state’s paddy 
procurement and public 
distribution system, the 
Telangana State Civil Sup-
plies Department on Friday 
inducted 28 highly trained 
police personnel from the 
elite Greyhounds and OC-
TOPUS units into its En-
forcement and Vigilance 
wing to crack down on de-
faulting rice millers.

Commissioner of Civ-
il Supplies M Stephen 
Raveendra chaired a high-
level briefing at Civil Sup-
plies Bhavan to formally 
welcome the newly attached 
personnel and outline their 
strategic mandate.

Recognising that public 
distribution and civil sup-
plies operations are a new 
domain for the tactical 

units, the Commissioner 
said the personnel had 
already undergone a spe-
cialised three-day training 
programme tailored to de-
partmental protocols. The 
personnel were also trained 
at the Telangana Police 
Academy in various legal 
aspects relating to essential 
commodities and enforce-
ment procedures.

During the briefing, 
Raveendra highlighted the 
scale of the department’s 
operations and the state’s 
record-breaking paddy pro-
curement during the KMS 
2025-26 season. He said 
Telangana had successfully 
procured 154 lakh metric 
tonnes (LMT) of paddy dur-
ing the procurement cycle.

He noted that the State 
government had spent 
around Rs 40,000 crore dur-
ing the last procurement 
season to support the farm-

ing community and ensure 
smooth procurement op-
erations.

The newly deputed per-
sonnel, leveraging their 
expertise in tactical opera-
tions, intelligence gathering 
and surprise inspections, 
will function as special task 

teams under the Enforce-
ment and Vigilance wing.

The teams will be de-
ployed across the state to 
conduct intensive field 
inspections of rice mills 
identified as defaulting and 
verify compliance with gov-
ernment regulations. Their 

deployment is aimed at 
strengthening enforcement 
mechanisms and prevent-
ing the misappropriation of 
government-owned paddy 
and rice stocks.

The Commissioner issued 
a stern warning that the de-
partment would follow a 

strict zero-tolerance policy 
towards misappropriation, 
diversion of stocks and other 
operational violations.

He said criminal cases 
would be registered im-
mediately against millers 
found violating government 
regulations and that strin-
gent legal action would be 
initiated against those re-
sponsible.

The deployment of the 
specialised personnel is 
expected to strengthen the 
Civil Supplies Department’s 
enforcement capabilities 
and ensure greater account-
ability among rice millers 
involved in the state’s pro-
curement and public distri-
bution operations.

28 personnel from Greyhounds and OCTOPUS inducted into Civil  

Supplies Enforcement and Vigilance wing to curb stock diversion

VARALAKSHMI VRATHAM CELEBRATED WITH RELIGIOUS FERVOUR

Women perform Varalakshmi Vratham with devotion and traditional fervour at Kukatpally in Hyderabad on Friday 

 Photos: Adula Krishna

Protest held flaying murder of 
principal Roopa Reddy

Wanaparthy 
Hans news service

A massive protest was or-
ganised here on Thursday 
under the banner of the Wa-
naparthy district Telangana 
Recognised Schools Manage-
ment Association to strongly 
condemn the brutal murder 
of K Roopa Reddy, principal, 
Nagarjuna Public School in 
Kondamallepally (Nalgonda 
district). Teachers, school 
management representatives 
and TRSMA members from 
all mandals attended to voice 
their protest. They paid trib-
ute to the portrait of Roopa 
Reddy and demanded the 
government take immedi-
ate measures to ensure safety 

of teachers. Representatives 
of the association expressed 
deep anguish over the heinous 
incident involving a teacher 
stating that it has deeply 
shaken the entire education 
community. They demanded 
a comprehensive investiga-
tion into the case to bring full 
facts to light. “The teacher-
student relationship is sacred. 

The government must take 
stringent measures to prevent 
recurring attacks and acts of 
violence against teachers. A 
special law designed to ensure 
safety of teachers must be ef-
fectively implemented,” they 
urged.

They emphasised the need 
to conduct special awareness 
programmes in schools and 

colleges to foster discipline, 
moral values, humanity, and 
responsible behaviour among 
students. They advised par-
ents and teachers to closely 
observe any changes in stu-
dent behaviour and called 
upon people to act responsi-
bly in ensuring that students 
stay away from drugs and 
harmful addictions.

The protestors submitted 
representations to the Wa-
naparthy collector and SP, 
demanding a comprehensive 
investigation into the murder 
and strict legal action against 
those responsible. They ap-
pealed for adequate security 
for teachers and educational 
institutions to prevent such 
incidents. 


