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Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE Vijayawada regional of-
fice of Central Bank of India 
organised a retail loan out-
reach camp here on Friday.

The programme was aimed 
at creating awareness among 
customers and members of the 

public about the bank’s range 
of retail loan products. Offi-
cials provided information on 
home loans, education loans, 
gold loans, vehicle loans and 
other retail credit facilities.

Participants were briefed 
on the interest rates, simpli-
fied loan processing proce-
dures and customer-friendly 

services offered under various 
loan schemes. Bank officials 
also explained the eligibility 
criteria and facilities available 
to help customers choose loan 
products based on their finan-
cial requirements.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Vijayawada Regional Head E 
Venkateswara Rao urged the 
public to make use of the retail 
loan facilities offered by the 
bank for their housing, edu-

cation, vehicle purchase and 
other financial needs, includ-
ing loans against gold.

Bank officials appealed to 
residents of Vijayawada and 
surrounding areas to approach 
their nearest Central Bank of 
India branch for detailed infor-
mation on retail loan schemes 
and to avail themselves of 
suitable financial products 
based on their individual  
requirements.

Central Bank holds retail loan outreach camp

Central Bank of India officials participating in the camp

Hans News Service 
Narasaraopet

THE Central Bank of India of Narasaraopet Branch 
on Friday conducted a retail credit outreach pro-
gramme. The aim of the programme is to create 
awareness among customers about various retail 
loan products and their benefits. Sanction letters 
were also distributed to eligible customers dur-
ing the programme. Central Bank of India Re-
gional Head G Ramana Rao participated in the 
programme and distributed housing loan sanction 
letters amounting to approximately Rs 2 crore to 
customers.

Speaking on this occasion, he explained the key 
features and benefits of various retail loan products, 
particularly Housing Loans and Car Loans, and en-
couraged customers to make use of the bank’s at-
tractive loan facilities according to their financial 
requirements. He also informed customers that, as 
part of a special festive season offer, 100% waiver 
of processing charges on Housing Loans and Car 
Loans is being provided up to December 2026. Eli-
gible customers were encouraged to take advantage 
of this special offer.

Loan sanction  
letters distributed

Central Bank of India Regional Head G Ramana 
Rao and officials participating in the credit 
outreach programme in Narasaraopet on Friday
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Rajamahendravaram
 

THE passing of 
veteran actress Sowcar 
Janaki in Chennai on 
Friday has brought 
back memories of her 
close association with 
Rajamahendravaram, 
the city where she 
was born and grew up 
before embarking on 
a remarkable journey 
that made her one of 
the most respected ac-
tresses in South Indian 
cinema. Janaki died in 
Chennai at the age of 
94 following age-relat-
ed ailments, bringing 
the curtain down on a 
career spanning more 
than seven decades. 
She acted in nearly 400 
films in Telugu, Tamil, 
Kannada and Malay-
alam and remained 
active in cinema and 
on stage for several 
generations.

For Rajamahendra-
varam, her story has 
a special significance. 
Born Sankaramanchi 
Janaki on December 
12, 1931, she belonged 
to a Kannada-speaking 
Madhwa Brahmin 
family. Her parents 
were T Venkoji Rao 
and Sachi Devi. Janaki 
was brought up in 
Rajahmundry, where 
her early years were 
shaped by the cultural 
atmosphere along the 
banks of the Godavari. 
They reside in the Pa-
permill officers’ colony 
at that time.

Her father, Ven-
koji Rao, was a paper 
industry specialist. He 
studied paper manu-
facturing and chemical 
engineering in England 
and later worked in 
the paper industry. 
His professional career 
brought the family to 
Rajahmundry, where 
Janaki spent her forma-
tive years. Her mother, 
Sachi Devi, hailed from 
Guwahati in Assam. 
Though the family had 
links with different 
parts of the country, 
Rajahmundry became 
an important part of 
Janaki’s early life. Ac-
cording to sources, the 
family lived in the pa-
permill officers’ colony 
and an old building op-
posite the Gokavaram 
bus stand area in the 
city at that time.

The artistic atmos-

phere around the 
family gradually found 
expression in Janaki. 
She was drawn to 
performance from a 
young age and became 
associated with radio 
programmes before 
entering films. Her 
younger sister Krishna 
Kumari too went on to 
become a celebrated 
actress, making the 
family’s connection 
with cinema even more 
remarkable.

Janaki entered the 
film industry in 1949, 
and her breakthrough 
came with the 1950 
Telugu film Shavukaru, 
directed by LV Prasad. 
She played the female 
lead opposite NT Rama 
Rao. The success of the 
film gave her the name 
by which generations 
of film lovers came 
to know her, Sowcar 
Janaki.

According to 
veteran film actor and 
noted stage musician of 
Rajamahendravaram, 
Sripada Jith Mohan Mi-
tra, Janaki’s family left 
Rajamahendravaram 
for Calcutta in 1948, 
when she was around 
17 years old. 

He said that she did 
not return to Rajama-
hendravaram later 
for film shootings or 
stage performances. 
He expressed his 
condolences for her. 
He praised that her 
contribution was not 
confined to cinema. 
She performed exten-
sively on stage and was 
associated with radio 
in her early years. Her 
career spanned more 
than seven decades. 

Her long career 
brought several 
honours, including the 
Kalaimamani award 
from the Tamil Nadu 
Government and the 
Padma Shri from the 
Government of India in 
2022. Janaki’s death has 
been mourned across 
the film industry, but 
in Rajamahendravaram 
the memories are 
especially personal. 
The city remembers 
not only a celebrated 
actress who went on to 
make her mark across 
South Indian cinema, 
but also the young girl 
who grew up along the 
banks of the Goda-
vari before her name 
became part of Indian 
film history.

Sowcar Janaki:  
A cinematic legacy 

with Rajahmundry roots


