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Seven-year-old’s voice prompts 
GHMC action on stray dogs

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

IN an example of civic 
awareness and the power 
of a child’s voice, the Great-
er Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) 
took prompt action after a 

seven-year-old child raised 
concerns over the stray dog 
menace in University View 
Colony, Rajendranagar.

Arfa Mehreen, a seven-

year-old child activist, no-
ticed the growing presence 
of stray dogs in her area, 
which was creating fear 
among children and mak-

ing them feel unsafe while 
walking to and from school.

Arfa decided to speak 
up and seek a solution. She 
wrote a complaint and sub-
mitted a representation to 

S Srinivas Reddy, GHMC 
Zonal Commissioner, Ra-
jendranagar, explaining the 
difficulties faced by chil-
dren and other residents 
and requesting appropriate 
measures to address the is-
sue.

Taking the young girl’s 
complaint seriously, the 
Zonal Commissioner re-
sponded swiftly and deput-
ed Dr Nizam, veterinary of-
ficer, along with his team, to 
inspect the area and resolve 
the issue on a war-footing.

As a result, for the past 
two days, GHMC’s stray 
animal-catching vehicle 
has been making rounds 
in University View Colony, 
with five to six stray dogs 
caught and removed from 
the area.

Speaking to The Hans In-
dia, Arfa said her concern 
was never about harming 
animals, but about finding 
a safe and humane balance 
between animal welfare and 
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Seven-year-old student Arfa Mehreen hands over 

her representation to S Srinivas Reddy, GHMC Zonal 

Commissioner, Rajendranagar, on stray dog menace in 

University View Colony

public safety. 
“My representation sought 

responsible civic measures, in-
cluding anti-rabies vaccination 
and appropriate action in cases 
involving aggressive dogs, while 
ensuring the safety of children 
and residents. The aim is to pro-
tect both people and animals 
through humane and responsi-
ble solutions,” she said.

At just seven years, she saw a 
problem, understood that gov-
ernment authorities could help, 
raised her voice respectfully and 
sought a solution.

Her initiative has now be-
come more than just a com-
plaint about stray dogs. It stands 
as an example of early civic con-
sciousness, leadership, empathy 
and community service—show-
ing how even a little voice can 
make a big impact in building a 
safer neighbourhood.

VARALAKSHMI VRATHAM CELEBRATED WITH RELIGIOUS FERVOUR

Women perform Varalakshmi Vratham with devotion and traditional fervour at Kukatpally in Hyderabad on Friday  Photos: Adula Krishna

Polytechnic reforms spark SIO fears over privatisation
SIO delegation visits Polytechnics, interacts with students and voices support for their concerns
Hans News Service 

Hyderabad

THE Students Islamic Or-
ganisation of India (SIO), 
Telangana, expressed seri-
ous concern over the pro-
posed restructuring of Poly-
technics under the SHAKTI 
framework and their inte-
gration with the Young In-
dia Skills University (YISU).

According to SIO, techni-
cal education reforms must 
expand opportunities for 
students, not weaken their 

access to higher technical 
education. The concerns 
surrounding B Tech lateral 
entry and the future aca-
demic progression of Poly-
technic students need clear 
assurance and protection.

There is also a serious 
concern that the restructur-
ing may affect the availabil-
ity of affordable government 
technical education. Any in-
crease in fees or commercial 
use of public educational 
infrastructure could make 
technical education less ac-

cessible to students from 
economically weaker back-
grounds.

State President Mohd 
Faraz Ahmed said that the 
proposed restructuring also 
raises serious concerns as 
the government is attempt-
ing to shift government Pol-
ytechnics towards a Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) 
model, which could lead to 
the gradual privatisation of 
technical education. 

“Technical education 
should not become increas-

ingly privatised or commer-
cialised, with public insti-
tutions and infrastructure 
being treated primarily as 
avenues for commercial ac-
tivity.”

He said that at a time 
when the State government 
cites a lack of funds for RTF 
and MTF scholarships, it 
is concerned that public 
education is being pushed 
towards PPP models. Pro-
viding affordable education 
is the government’s respon-
sibility, not something to be 

shifted to private players.
SIO Telangana urges the 

government to consult stu-
dents, faculty and manage-
ment before implementing 
major changes. The future 
of existing students, courses 
and facilities must be pro-
tected.

A delegation of SIO 
Telangana visited various 
polytechnic colleges and 
interacted with students, lis-
tening to their concerns and 
expressing solidarity with 
them.

Civil Supplies gets 
‘commando shield’ against 

defaulting rice millers
28 personnel from Greyhounds and OCTOPUS inducted into Civil 
Supplies Enforcement and Vigilance wing to curb stock diversion

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

IN a decisive move to safe-
guard the state’s paddy 
procurement and public 
distribution system, the Tel-
angana State Civil Supplies 
Department on Friday in-
ducted 28 highly trained po-
lice personnel from the elite 
Greyhounds and OCTOPUS 
units into its Enforcement 
and Vigilance wing to crack 
down on defaulting rice mill-
ers.

Commissioner of Civil 
Supplies M Stephen Raveen-
dra chaired a high-level 
briefing at Civil Supplies 
Bhavan to formally welcome 
the newly attached personnel 
and outline their strategic 
mandate.

Recognising that public 
distribution and civil sup-
plies operations are a new 
domain for the tactical units, 
the Commissioner said the 
personnel had already un-
dergone a specialised three-
day training programme 
tailored to departmental 
protocols. The personnel 

were also trained at the Tel-
angana Police Academy in 
various legal aspects relating 
to essential commodities and 
enforcement procedures.

During the briefing, 
Raveendra highlighted the 
scale of the department’s 
operations and the state’s 
record-breaking paddy pro-
curement during the KMS 
2025-26 season. He said Tel-
angana had successfully pro-
cured 154 lakh metric tonnes 
(LMT) of paddy during the 
procurement cycle.

He noted that the State 
government had spent 
around Rs 40,000 crore dur-
ing the last procurement 
season to support the farm-
ing community and ensure 
smooth procurement opera-
tions.

The newly deputed per-
sonnel, leveraging their 
expertise in tactical opera-
tions, intelligence gathering 
and surprise inspections, 
will function as special task 
teams under the Enforce-
ment and Vigilance wing.

The teams will be deployed 
across the state to conduct 

intensive field inspections of 
rice mills identified as de-
faulting and verify compli-
ance with government regu-
lations. Their deployment is 
aimed at strengthening en-
forcement mechanisms and 
preventing the misappropri-
ation of government-owned 
paddy and rice stocks.

The Commissioner issued 
a stern warning that the de-
partment would follow a 
strict zero-tolerance policy 
towards misappropriation, 
diversion of stocks and other 
operational violations.

He said criminal cases 
would be registered imme-
diately against millers found 
violating government regula-
tions and that stringent legal 
action would be initiated 
against those responsible.

The deployment of the 
specialised personnel is ex-
pected to strengthen the 
Civil Supplies Department’s 
enforcement capabilities and 
ensure greater accountability 
among rice millers involved 
in the state’s procurement 
and public distribution op-
erations.

A group of local residents and officials inspect the underground 
structure discovered during excavation at the historic Qutb 

Shahi graveyard near 18 Seedi on the Golconda premises in 

Hyderabad on Friday

Secret tunnel at 
Golconda turns out to 
be heritage chamber

ASI inspection finds 1.2m × 1.8m underground 
structure at 18 Seedi graveyard

Hans News Service 
Hyderabad

A tunnel has been discovered 
following alleged illegal exca-
vation at a historic 400-year-
old Qutb Shahi graveyard at 18 
Seedi on Golconda premises, 
triggering serious concerns 
over possible damage to the 
protected heritage site. It re-
vived the long-standing belief 
of a secret tunnel connect-
ing Golconda Fort with the 
Charminar.

It was alleged that the exca-
vation was carried out by Army 
officials in the area, following 
which the discovery of a tun-
nel came to light. The matter 
has now been brought to the 
attention of the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India (ASI) for 
an immediate inspection and 
investigation. According to 
preliminary information, ex-
cavation was allegedly being 
carried out at the site, during 
which an underground pas-
sage or tunnel-like structure 
was noticed. The discovery has 
generated considerable interest 
because of a long-standing lo-
cal belief that there is a secret 
underground passage between 
Golconda Fort and Charminar. 
However, there is no conclusive 
evidence so far establishing the 
existence of such a passage. 

AIMIM Karwan MLA 
Kausar Mohiuddin visited the 
site and contacted officials of 
the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) and brought the al-
leged excavation and discovery 
to their attention. The develop-
ment has also been brought to 
the notice of the Hyderabad 
Collector, Hyderabad City Po-
lice Commissioner and DCP, 
South-West Zone. 

Authorities have also de-
ployed police personnel at the 
site to prevent any further un-
authorised activity until the 
inspection and assessment are 

completed.  
On receiving the informa-

tion, the ASI officials inspected 
the site on Friday and ascer-
tained the nature and extent of 
the excavation and examined 
the tunnel discovered at the 
location.

Upon preliminary inspec-
tion, ASI said it was observed 
that the said structure is not 
a tunnel but a rectangular-
shaped chamber measuring 
approximately 1.2 m × 1.8 m 
in length and width and 2.2 
m in depth.  It is constructed 
of granite stone, with rough 
stone masonry forming an 
internal wall-like structure. 
The team also noticed a few 
red-coloured potsherds, which 
appear to belong to the medi-
eval period. The preliminary 
investigation has clarified that 
the structure is not a tunnel 
but a small chamber. Its exact 
purpose or usage, however, 
could not be identified with-
out detailed investigation. The 
ASI Hyderabad Circle will re-
port the matter to the Director 
General, ASI, and, upon ap-
proval, a detailed investigation 
will be undertaken to ascertain 
the purpose and usage of the 
chamber and to determine 
whether similar chambers exist 
in the surrounding area.

It may also be stated that 
the Bala Hissar portion of 
Golconda Fort is situated on 
a hillock, and the fortification 
wall encloses several other mi-
nor structures that were con-
structed for the utility of the 
public when Golconda Fort 
functioned as a residential set-
tlement.

The ASI Hyderabad Cir-
cle has informed the Artillery 
Centre, Golconda, not to pro-
ceed further with the levelling 
of the land until a clear pic-
ture regarding this discovery 
emerges through further inves-
tigation.

Garbage, encroachments 
under MMC 

Commissioner’s scanner
Hans news service 

Hyderabad

MALKAJGIRI Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(MMC) Commissioner 
T Vinay Krishna Reddy 
came down heavily on 
civic lapses during a 
surprise field inspection 
in Kamala Nagar and 
Mahesh Nagar under 
the AS Rao Nagar 
Division. He directed 
officials to swiftly 
address sanitation is-
sues, encroachments, 
unauthorised construc-
tions and road-safety 
concerns.

During the inspec-
tion, the Commissioner 
expressed displeasure 
over garbage being 
dumped along road 
margins, in vacant plots 
and at other public 
places.

Taking note of neg-
ligence in maintaining 
sanitation at the field 
level, the Commissioner 
directed the Deputy 
Commissioner to 
transfer Sanitary Field 
Assistant (SFA) Vamsi 
from the area. 

He suggested that 
Anjali, who had earlier 
served as the in-charge 
SFA of the locality, be 

posted in his place.
At Nikhil Boys Hostel 

on Road No. 3 in Ka-
mala Nagar, the Com-
missioner found that a 
kitchen and office room 
had been constructed in 
the designated parking 
area. Town Planning 
officials were instructed 
to initiate action as 
per rules against the 
unauthorised use of 
the parking space. The 
Commissioner also in-
spected Ayyappa Swamy 
Temple Road, where he 
found conditions affect-
ing the safe movement 
of school vehicles and 
other motorists. 

Engineering officials 
were directed to take 
appropriate technical 
measures to resolve the 
issue without causing 
inconvenience to the 
public. At the Radhika 
Multiplex area, he in-
spected a construction 
allegedly encroaching 
on the footpath and 
noted that construc-
tion material had been 
stored on the road for a 
prolonged period. Town 
Planning officials were 
directed to take action 
against such encroach-
ments and obstructions 
to public movement.


