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Hans News Service  
Rajamahendravaram 

THE whereabouts of 
two family members of 
Pithapuram Panchayat 
Raj Assistant Engineer 
T Nookaraju, who died 
by suicide after jumping 
into the Godavari, remain 
unknown even as search 
operations continued for 
the fourth consecutive day 
on Thursday. 

Nookaraju, his wife Mee-
na, daughter Soujanya and 
two other family members 
reportedly jumped into 
the river after midnight on 
Sunday. Karthikeya Reddy 
(10), Nookaraju’s grand-
son, was rescued alive by 

Two members of AE’s family still missing
fishermen soon after the 
incident. Nookaraju’s body 
was recovered near the 
Dhobighat area on Monday 
night. 

However, his wife Meena 
(59) and daughter Soujanya 
(34) are yet to be traced. 
Search teams have been 
scouring different stretches 
of the Godavari, with fish-
ermen and rescue person-
nel joining the efforts. The 
search has continued de-
spite difficulties caused by 
the rain, river current and 
the vast area to be covered.  
Teams of the State Rescue 
Force, fishermen and Fire 
Department personnel con-
tinued an intensive search 
from the Dhobighat area in 
Rajamahendravaram to the 

Dowleswaram barrage. The 
search was briefly disrupted 
by rain. As nearly three 
days had passed since the 
family members entered 
the river, rescue teams were 
also using drones to scan 
stretches where the bodies 
could have been caught 
in vegetation or other 
obstructions. The body of 
T Nookaraju was handed 
over to his relatives after 
completion of the postmor-
tem and his last rites were 

performed at the cremato-
rium in Dowleswaram on 
Wednesday. 

Cases have been regis-
tered against rifle shooting 
coach Sadiq Khan at the 
Rajamahendravaram and 
Kakinada police stations in 
connection with the alleged 
harassment of Nookaraju’s 
family. Police said Sadiq 
Khan was currently ab-
sconding and that further 
progress in the investiga-
tion was expected after 

his arrest. The search for 
Meena and Soujanya was 
continuing in the Goda-
vari, with rescue personnel 

focusing on downstream 
stretches and possible spots 
where the bodies could 
have become trapped.

• Nookaraju, his wife Meena, daughter Soujanya and 
two other family members reportedly jumped into 
the river after midnight on Sunday

• Karthikeya Reddy (10), Nookaraju’s grandson, was 
rescued alive by fishermen soon after the incident

Rescue teams continuing search

Hans News Service 
Rampachodavaram

ELIGIBLE girl students from 
Polavaram district have been 
urged to make use of the Azim 
Premji Scholarship Programme 
2026-27 to pursue higher 
education. District collector 
K Dinesh Kumar said in a 
statement on Thursday that 
the scholarship is available to 

eligible girls who have secured 
admission to the first year of 
their first undergraduate degree 
or diploma course during the 
2026-27 academic year.

Under the programme, 
financial assistance of Rs 30,000 
will be provided every year. 

The assistance will continue 
for the full duration of the 
selected first undergraduate 
degree or diploma course, 

subject to the programme 
guidelines. The Collector 
said applicants should have 
completed Classes 10 and 12 
as regular students in eligible 
government schools or colleges. 

They should also have secured 
admission to the first year of 
an undergraduate degree or 
diploma course in a recognised 
higher education institution 
during the 2026-27 academic 

year.  Applications for Round 1 
are being accepted from August 
10 to August 31, 2026. There is 
no application fee. 

The Collector appealed to 
eligible students to submit 
their applications before the 
deadline and make use of the 
opportunity to continue their 
higher education. For further 
details, students can contact 
9441201464.

Aug 31 last date for scholarship applications

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

THE Traitha Siddhantam 
Prabodha Seva Samithi 
and Indu Jnana Vedika, 
Vijayawada committee, 
will organise Sri Krishna 
Janmashtami celebrations 
at the VMC Park ground 
in New Rajarajeswari Pet 
here from September 4 to 
9.  As part of the celebra-
tions, competitions for 
school students will be 
conducted on September 
4, 5 and 6 from 5 pm. The 
contests will include Sri 
Krishna and Gopika fancy 
dress, Bhagavad Githa 
sloka recitation and elocu-
tion competitions. The 
celebrations will conclude 
on September 9 with a 
palanquin procession of 
Lord Krishna through the 
locality. Students wishing 
to participate have been 
asked to register their 

names by September 1. 
Students from Nursery to 
Class 5 will be considered 
in the junior category, 
while those from Classes 
6 to 10 will compete in 
the senior category. Prizes 
will be presented to the 
winners.

Members of the organis-
ing committee visited 
government and private 
schools in and around 

New Rajarajeswari Pet 
on Thursday and invited 
students to participate in 
the competitions. 

Committee president 
Satyam and members 
Tirupathi Rao, Praveena, 
Rajeswari, Nagaraju, 
Nagamani and Ushasri en-
couraged students to learn 
Bhagavad Gita slokas and 
gain knowledge about Sri 
Krishna and the Gita.

Janmashtami organisers visit schools

Members of the Traitha Siddhantam Prabodha Seva 

Samithi and Indu Jnana Vedika visiting a school in New 

Rajarajeswari Pet in Vijayawada on Thursday 

Officials told 
to expedite road 
widening works 

Hans News Service 
Guntur

GUNTUR Municipal Cor-
poration commissioner K 
Mayur Ashok directed the 
engineering officials to take 
steps to immediately start 
road construction works 
as the widening works of 
Brindavan Gardens road 
are nearing completion.

He along with the offi-
cials on Thursday inspected 
the road widening works at 
Brindavan Gardens and a 
building on Pattabhipuram 
main road whose owner 
had applied for an occu-
pancy certificate, and is-
sued necessary instructions 
regarding the measures to 
be taken. Speaking on the 
occasion, he directed the SE 
to take immediate steps to 
commence road construc-
tion works as the widening 
of Brindavan Gardens main 
road has reached its final 
stage. He also instructed 
the officials to coordinate 
with CPDCL authorities for 
shifting electric poles. The 
EE was directed to complete 
the pending drainage works 
in the identified areas with-
in two days. He instructed 
the officials to closely moni-
tor quality standards in the 
construction of culverts 
and directed the Amen-
ity Secretaries and AEs to 
pay special attention to the 
quality of works.

At the building on Pat-
tabhipuram main road, he 
checked the building plan, 
setbacks and cellars and 
instructed the officials to 
remove construction debris 
from the roads.

VIJAYAWADA: Andhra 
Pradesh swimmer 
N Pavani Sarayu 
stole the spotlight by 
winning two bronze 
medals in the Girls 
Group A category 
at the 52nd Junior 
National Aquatics 
Championships-2026, 
being held at 
Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Representing Andhra 
Pradesh, Pavani Sarayu 
secured bronze medals 
in the 400m Individual 
Medley and 200m 
Individual Medley 
events.

 She clocked an 
impressive 5:19.31 
in the 400m IM and 
2:30.68 in the 200m 
IM, earning valuable 
medals for the State 
at the national-level 
championship. 

Adding to Andhra 
Pradesh’s medal tally, 
Pushpahas Murari 
Sunnam won bronze 
in the Boys Group 
1B 100m Backstroke, 
recording a timing of 
59.14 seconds. 

Another AP 
swimmer, Yagna Sai 
M, bagged bronze in 
the Boys Group 1B 
1,500m Freestyle with 
timing of 16:56.51. 
The championships 
are being conducted 
from August 18 to 23, 
with young swimmers 
from across the country 
competing in various 
events.  

The impressive 

performances of 
the three swimmers 
brought laurels to 
Andhra Pradesh and 
reflected the growing 
talent in the State’s 
aquatics sector.

AP Amateur Aquatics 
Association (APAAA) 
Chairman K Ravikanth, 
President M Obul 
Reddy and Secretary 
Mohan Venkat Ram 
congratulated the 
swimmers on their 
achievements.

 Members of the 
Krishna District 
Aquatic Association 
(KDAA) and NTR 
District Swimming 
Association (NTRDSA) 
also appreciated the 
swimmers and wished 
them continued success 
in the remaining events 
of the championship.

Pavani Sarayu bags 
two bronze medals


