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THE growing number of stu-
dents choosing government 
junior colleges has pushed 
admissions in the sector up 
by 10 per cent in Tirupati dis-
trict this academic year. The 
number of students admitted 
to government junior colleges 
increased from 2,642 in 2025-
26 to 2,910 in 2026-27, a rise 
of 268 students.

Overall admissions in jun-
ior colleges across the district 
have also increased from 
4,942 last academic year to 
5,442 this year. The number 

of students has gone up by 
500 and admissions are still 
continuing. The number of 
colleges has increased from 
74 to 76 during the same 
period.

Of the total 5,442 admis-
sions, 119 students joined 
APRJC colleges, 2,910 gov-
ernment junior colleges, 598 

High School Plus institutions, 
281 KGBVs, 72 MJPAP insti-
tutions, 555 Model Schools, 
574 Social Welfare institu-
tions and 333 Tribal Welfare 
institutions.

Officials attributed the 
increase in admissions in 
government junior colleges 
to several initiatives taken by 
the State government and the 
Department of Intermediate 
Education to provide better 
support and improve the 
learning environment for 
students. Regional inspection 
officer (RIO) Dr D Gopal 
Reddy said free meals have 
been provided to students 
in government sector junior 
colleges under the Dokka 
Seethamma Midday Meals 
Scheme since January 2025. 
The initiative is aimed at 
supporting students and en-
couraging them to continue 
their education.

Under the Dr Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan Vidyarthi Mi-
tra Scheme, students in gov-
ernment junior colleges have 
been receiving free textbooks, 
notebooks and records since 
the 2024-25 academic year.

 The department is also 
providing SANKALP study 
material to average-perform-
ing students to give them 

additional academic support. 
The programme focuses on 
improving examination per-
formance through remedial 
schedules, special study hours 
and student categorisation.

Dr Gopal Reddy said the 
initiatives were aimed at im-
proving both enrolment and 
academic performance. The 
rise in admissions in govern-
ment junior colleges showed 
the response to the measures 
taken by the department, 
he said. AP Government 
Junior Lecturers Association 
president V Ravi said im-
provement in infrastructure 
was also playing a role in 
attracting more students to 
government junior colleges. 
The installation of Interac-
tive Flat Panel boards in 
classrooms had improved the 
teaching-learning process. 

The provision of midday 
meals has helped students 
avoid going home for lunch, 
improving attendance and 
allowing them to spend more 
time in classes, which in turn 
is supporting their studies.

 The improvement in pass 
percentages in government 
junior colleges was another 
factor encouraging students 
to opt for government institu-
tions, he felt.
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TO strengthen real time mon-
itoring of wildlife movements 
and enhance devotee safety in 
forest areas around Tirumala, 

TTD is evaluating use of ad-
vanced robotic technology. 
On Thursday, TTD Additional 
EO Ch Venkaiah Chowdary, 
accompanied by officials, re-
viewed the performance of a 
quadruped Robot (Robotic 
Dog) at Sri Padmavathi Guest 
House in Tirumala. The del-
egation examined the robot’s 
suitability for surveillance in 
difficult or hazardous terrain 
where human access is limited.

The robot is equipped with 
optical and thermal imag-
ing cameras, a 360° LiDAR, 
multiple sensors and artificial 
intelligence. These features 
enable detection and tracking 
of wildlife under low visibility 
conditions such as darkness or 
fog. The AI system can classify 

large animals, humans, vehi-
cles and domestic animals. 
On detecting wildlife move-
ment, the system can send geo 

tagged alerts and stream live 
video and thermal feeds to 
control room and patrolling 
staff for immediate response. 
Priority areas include forest 
stretches adjoining Alipiri–
Tirumala footpath, where 
early detection of leopards and 
other wildlife will help warn 
devotees and enable rapid de-
ployment of forest, vigilance 
and security teams.  The fea-
sibility of using the robot’s 
sound and light units to non 
physically deter animals away 
from pilgrim areas was also 
examined to avoid direct hu-
man–wildlife confrontation.

It was noted that the robot 
would complement — not re-
place — existing camera traps, 
foot patrols and forest surveil-

lance. It can serve as a 
mobile monitoring asset 
that can be rapidly de-
ployed to locations with 
high wildlife activity as 
required. Analysis of 
video, thermal imagery 
and movement data 
collected by the robot is 
expected to improve un-
derstanding of wildlife 
patterns and inform bet-
ter patrol scheduling and 
surveillance deployment 
in critical zones.
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CONGRESS leaders led by its 
district president Gowdapera 
Chittibabu, held a commem-
orative event to mark 82nd 
birth anniversary of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
here on Thursday. Leaders 
and party workers paid flo-
ral tributes at Rajiv Gandhi 
statue. Speaking on the oc-
casion, G Chittibabu praised 
Rajiv Gandhi as the architect 

of India’s modern techno-
logical transformation. He 
highlighted Rajiv Gandhi’s 
initiatives during 1984–1989 
that promoted information 
technology, reduced import 
duties on computers, and 
expanded access to commu-

nication technologies in rural 
areas. He said these policies 
laid foundation for wide-
spread use of computers and 
mobile phones and acceler-
ated national development. 

Senior Congress leader 
Mangati Gopal Reddy re-
called Rajiv Gandhi’s role in 
supporting telecom expan-
sion, including the work led 
by Sam Pitroda and the estab-
lishment of C-DOT, which 
extended telephone networks 
to villages.

Rajiv Gandhi is the architect of digital India: Cong 

TIRUPATI: Sports Author-
ity of Andhra Pradesh (SAAP) 
Chairman A Ravi Naidu un-
veiled posters of Amaravati 
Championship-2026 state-lev-
el sports competitions to be 
held in Tirupati from August 
24 to 27. Speaking to the 
media on Thursday, he said 
around 10,000 sportspersons 
from across the State would 
take part in various disciplines 
in Under-17 and Under-23 cat-
egories. The State government 
was conducting the champi-
onships as part of its efforts 
to develop Andhra Pradesh 
as a sports-oriented State. In-
stead of limiting Sports Day 
activities to rallies and other 
programmes, the government 
had launched ‘Sports for All’ 
initiative to encourage people 
to take up sports, he said.

Tirupati was selected to host 
the competitions due to the 

availability of sports grounds, 
accommodation and other in-
frastructure, Ravi Naidu said. 
Events will be conducted at Sri 
Venkateswara University, Sri 
Padmavati Mahila Visvavidya-
layam, Agricultural University, 
Campus School and Srinivasa 
Sports Complex, among other 
venues. The Chairman said 
nearly 14,500 people, includ-
ing athletes, referees, coaches 
and physical education teach-
ers, would stay in Tirupati dur-
ing the event. The athletes are 
expected to start arriving from 
August 23 evening. The open-
ing ceremony will be held at 
9 am on August 24, while the 
competitions will begin at 2.30 
pm. Later, along with officials, 
he inspected the sports venues 
and reviewed the facilities to 
be provided to the athletes and 
other arrangements for the 
state-level competitions.
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NELLORE: BJP Namami Gange State convener 
Midathala Ramesh has urged the authorities to 
obtain the required forest clearances and com-
plete the long-pending irrigation canal works 
to provide water to 18 rain-fed villages located 
amidst the hills in Rapur mandal.  A team of 
BJP leaders headed by Ramesh submitted a 
memorandum to Telugu Ganga SE Subrahman-
yeswara Sharma and appealed him to send the 
representation to the government to initiate ac-
tion as early as possible.  In the representation, 
BJP leaders detailed that if forest clearances 
could not be secured, the government should 
provide irrigation water through alternative lift 

irrigation system from Kandaleru reservoir for 
the benefit of farmers of 18 villages of drought 
prone Rapur mandal.  They alleged that despite 
spending more than Rs 200 crore on works 
for supplying irrigation water through gravity 
canals, the project works came to a halt due to 
the non-availability of forest clearances. Due 
to lack of water facility, farmers these villages 
are forced to drill borewells to depths of 700 to 
800 feet to obtain water. The BJP demanded 
completion of the proposed gravity canal from 
Kandaleru Vagu at 97-metre level to Rapur 
Pedda Cheruvu, which is situated at an eleva-
tion of about 88 metres.

Obtain forest clearances: BJP 
CANAL WORKS TO BENEFIT 18 VILLAGES


