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RAISING the acute drought 
conditions caused by the 
El Niño phenomenon in 
Anantapur district during 
Zero Hour in the Legislative 
Assembly, Raptadu MLA 
Paritala Sunitha urged the 
state government to im-
mediately sanction �1 crore 
per mandal to tackle severe 
drinking water shortages.

Highlighting the crisis in 
her constituency, MLA Suni-
tha pointed out that ground-
water levels have plummeted 
drastically, leaving borewells 
dry even at depths of 1,000 
feet. 

She noted that heavily 
populated regions like Anan-
tapur Rural mandal, housing 
over 70,000 voters, are facing 
acute shortages. She re-
quested deploying additional 
water tankers and releasing at 

least 30 percent capacity into 
local irrigation tanks through 
the Handri-Neeva project to 
replenish groundwater and 
supply drinking water for 
livestock. 

She also requested expedit-

ing the completion of unfin-
ished Rythu Bharosa Kendras 
and Secretariat buildings.

Speaking during a short 
discussion on the ‘Super 
Six’ welfare initiatives, MLA 
Sunitha commended Chief 

Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu for implementing 
transformative schemes. 

She highlighted that 
�52 crore reached 40,000 
mothers in Raptadu under 
Talliki Vandanam, while 
�136 crore was distributed to 
51,000 local farmers through 
Annadatha Sukhibhava. 
Furthermore, she appreci-
ated the seamless doorstep 
delivery of pensions under 
NTR Bharosa.

Addressing issues arising 
from the Stree Shakti free bus 
travel initiative for women, 
MLA Sunitha noted that 
buses are severely overcrowd-
ed, with passenger loads 
reaching 60 to 80 per trip. 
She appealed to the Transport 
Department to immediately 
augment the RTC fleet with 
new buses and recruit addi-
tional drivers and conductors 
to relieve operational stress.

MLA SUNITHA RAISES EL NIÑO 
WATER CRISIS IN ASSEMBLY

Raptadu MLA Paritala Sunitha raising the El Niño drinking 

water crisis and highlighting the positive impact of ‘Super Six’ 

welfare schemes in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly 

on Thursday

l	  Speaking during Zero Hour, Raptadu MLA 

Paritala Sunitha highlighted severe drought 

in Anantapur district, noting that borewells 

drilled to 1,000 feet are yielding no water

l	  Demanded an allocation of `1 crore per 

mandal to expand water tanker operations, 

particularly in large segments like 

Anantapur Rural mandal with 70,000 voters
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REGIONAL Joint Director (RJD) of Infor-
mation and Public Relations MVS Prasad 
stressed that government welfare and devel-
opment schemes must be widely publicized 
to reach citizens effectively. 

Inspecting the DIPRO headquarters near 
Rythu Bazaar on Thursday evening, he 
reviewed operational tasks with DIPRO Bala 
Kondaiah.  Calling the Information Depart-
ment a crucial pillar of public administration, 

Prasad urged staff members to work respon-
sibly and efficiently to uphold the depart-
ment’s reputation.  DPRO Prabhakar, PRO 
Suryanarayana Reddy, APRO Fakruddin, and 
other administrative staff attended the review 
to align on public outreach strategies.

Govt schemes must be taken 
closer to people: MVS Prasad

Tirupati

CONGRESS leaders led by its 
district president Gowdapera 
Chittibabu, held a commemo-
rative event to mark 82nd birth 
anniversary of former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, here on 
Thursday. Leaders and party 
workers paid floral tributes at 
Rajiv Gandhi statue. Speaking 
on the occasion, G Chittibabu 
praised Rajiv Gandhi as the ar-
chitect of India’s modern tech-

nological transformation. He 
highlighted Rajiv Gandhi’s ini-
tiatives during 1984–1989 that 
promoted information tech-
nology, reduced import duties 
on computers, and expanded 

access to communication 
technologies in rural areas. He 
said these policies laid foun-
dation for widespread use of 
computers and mobile phones 
and accelerated national de-
velopment.  Senior Congress 
leader Mangati Gopal Reddy 
recalled Rajiv Gandhi’s role in 
supporting telecom expansion, 
including the work led by Sam 
Pitroda and the establishment 
of C-DOT, which extended 
telephone networks to villages.

Rajiv Gandhi is the architect of digital India: Cong 


