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THE growing number of 
students choosing government 
junior colleges has pushed 
admissions in the sector up 
by 10 per cent in Tirupati 
district this academic year. The 
number of students admitted 
to government junior colleges 
increased from 2,642 in 2025-26 
to 2,910 in 2026-27, a rise of 268 
students.

Overall admissions in junior 
colleges across the district have 
also increased from 4,942 last 

academic year to 5,442 
this year. The number 
of students has gone up 
by 500 and admissions 
are still continuing. The 
number of colleges has 
increased from 74 to 76 
during the same period.

Of the total 5,442 ad-
missions, 119 students 

joined APRJC colleges, 2,910 
government junior colleges, 598 
High School Plus institutions, 
281 KGBVs, 72 MJPAP institu-
tions, 555 Model Schools, 574 
Social Welfare institutions and 
333 Tribal Welfare institutions.

Officials attributed the in-
crease in admissions in govern-
ment junior colleges to several 
initiatives taken by the State 
government and the Department 
of Intermediate Education to 
provide better support and im-
prove the learning environment 
for students. Regional inspection 
officer (RIO) Dr D Gopal Reddy 
said free meals have been pro-
vided to students in government 
sector junior colleges under 
the Dokka Seethamma Midday 
Meals Scheme since January 
2025. The initiative is aimed at 
supporting students and encour-
aging them to continue their 
education.

Under the Dr Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan Vidyarthi Mitra 
Scheme, students in government 
junior colleges have been receiv-
ing free textbooks, notebooks 
and records since the 2024-25 
academic year.

 The department is also pro-
viding SANKALP study material 
to average-performing students 

to give them additional academ-
ic support. The programme fo-
cuses on improving examination 
performance through remedial 
schedules, special study hours 
and student categorisation.

Dr Gopal Reddy said the ini-
tiatives were aimed at improving 
both enrolment and academic 
performance.

 The rise in admissions in gov-
ernment junior colleges showed 
the response to the measures 
taken by the department, he 
said. AP Government Junior 
Lecturers Association president 
V Ravi said improvement in 
infrastructure was also playing a 
role in attracting more students 
to government junior colleges. 
The installation of Interactive 
Flat Panel boards in classrooms 
had improved the teaching-
learning process. 

The provision of midday 
meals has helped students avoid 
going home for lunch, improv-
ing attendance and allowing 
them to spend more time in 
classes, which in turn is support-
ing their studies.

 The improvement in pass 
percentages in government jun-
ior colleges was another factor 
encouraging students to opt for 
government institutions, he felt.
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CPM opposes direct elections 
to local body top posts

VIJAYAWADA: CPM state com-
mittee opposed the proposed 
direct election of mayors and 
chairpersons in the forthcom-
ing local body elections, arguing 
that the system would weaken 
grassroots democracy and 
undermine the role of elected 
representatives. In a statement 
issued here on Thursday, party 
state secretary V Srinivasa Rao 
said direct elections would di-
minish the importance of corpo-
rators, councillors, MPTCs and 
ZPTCs, who are directly connect-
ed with the people.  He said con-
centrating power in the hands of 
mayors and chairpersons would 
go against the spirit of the 73rd 
and 74th Constitutional Amend-
ments and weaken democratic 
decentralisation.  He demanded 
that the existing system be con-
tinued. Meanwhile, Srinivasa 
Rao welcomed the state govern-
ment’s decision to provide 34 

per cent reservation for Back-
ward Classes (BCs), but said the 
move could be effectively imple-
mented only by removing the 50 
per cent ceiling on reservations. 
He said the Mishra Commission 
had also highlighted the issue 
and demanded that Parliament 
amend the Constitution to facili-
tate implementation of the BC 
quota without legal hurdles.
He urged the TDP, Jana Sena 
and BJP, which are part of the 
NDA government at the Centre, 
to exert pressure on the Union 
government to bring about 
the required constitutional 
amendment. He said political 
parties should stop trading 
allegations and instead work 
together to secure the amend-
ment. Srinivasa Rao warned 
that announcing reservations 
without ensuring their legal 
implementation would amount 
to misleading BCs. 

MASSIVE SEARCH UNDERWAY FOR 7 MISSING FISHERMEN
AMARAVATI: A mas-
sive search operation was 
underway in the Bay of 
Bengal for seven fishermen 
from Andhra Pradesh who 
had set out to sea earlier 
this month, officials said on 
Thursday.  Agriculture min-

ister K Atchannaidu said the 
search operation involves two 
Dornier aircraft, a helicopter, 
and seven boats of the Navy 
and the Coast Guard. He said 
Navy boats were deployed 
for extensive search from 
Visakhapatnam towards 

Paradip. A Navy vessel is also 
searching towards the port 
area. Dornier aircraft from 
Visakhapatnam, Kolkata, and 
Chennai were engaged in the 
search operation. A Navy 
helicopter from Kolkata has 
also been pressed into service.  

The minister said continu-
ous search sorties were on 
in potential areas. “We are 
using all available resources 
to search for the missing 
fishermen with constant 
coordination between the 
Navy, Coast Guard, and the 
Fisheries Department,” he 
said. He reiterated that the 
search will continue until 
the fishermen are brought 
back safely. The minister 
said that the government 
understands the anxiety of 
the fishermen’s families and 
hopes for their safe return. 
Earlier, minister for home 
and disaster management V 
Anitha directed officials to 
intensify search operations 
for the missing fisher-
men belonging to Dr B R 
Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict. Officials informed the 
minister that the boat met 
with an accident about 12 
nautical miles off the coast. 
Appanna, one of the eight 
fishermen, went missing 
following the accident. 


