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SOUTH ZONAL COUNCIL MEET

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

CHIEF Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu on Thursday 
used the 31st Southern Zonal 
Council meeting in Mahaba-
lipuram to press the Centre 
for closure of lingering bi-
furcation issues concerning 
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, while putting forward 
an ambitious blueprint for 
south India’s economic and 
infrastructure integration.

Addressing the meet-
ing chaired by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, Naidu 
pointed out that 12 years af-
ter bifurcation, the division 
of certain institutions and as-
sets between Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana remains in-
complete. He said Andhra 
Pradesh had been waiting for 

nine years for a decision on 
issues under Section 66 of the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-

tion Act. He sought action 
also on matters under Section 
56, the resource gap and the 

financial burden on the state. 
He said the division of institu-
tions listed in Schedules 9 and 
10, along with assets and lia-
bilities, must be settled on the 
principle of equitable justice.

Naidu thanked the Cen-
tre for its support to Andhra 
Pradesh and said 10 of the 11 
promised national-level insti-
tutions had been established. 
He sought faster approvals 
and funding for projects un-
der Schedule 13, including 
the Visakhapatnam-Chennai 
Industrial Corridor, three 
airports, and rail connectivity 
to Amaravati. He also raised 
demands for the Dugaraja-
patnam Port, BPCL refinery, 
Visakhapatnam and Vi-
jayawada Metro projects and 
rail connectivity to the Jindal 
Steel plant in Kadapa. Naidu 
thanked the Centre for sup-
port to Polavaram, the South 
Coast Railway Zone and Am-
aravati. He also raised the is-
sue of AP Bhavan in Delhi.

The Chief Minister wel-
comed the Centre's legal rec-
ognition of Amaravati as the 
state's capital and said the new 
capital was being developed 
with focus on water resources, 
greenery, quality of life, con-
nectivity, and economic op-
portunities.Continued on Page 7

Settle lingering bifurcation 
issues, Naidu urges Centre
Calls for solution to issues under Sections 56 & 66
8  Pushes Amaravati, 

Polavaram, 
Metro, rail, port, 
industrial projects 

8  Proposes 
Godavari-Kaveri 
link as long-term 
solution to benefit 
4 states

8  Moots national 
heritage and 
pilgrimage circuit

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Telangana Dy CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, Karnataka CM DK 
Shivkumar, TN CM Joseph Vijay and AP CM Chandrababu Naidu during the Southern Zonal Council 
meeting in Mahabalipuram on Thursday

SHAH FAVOURS EARLY RESOLUTION OF 
WATER-RELATED ISSUES THRU TALKS

Hails development of South at CMs’ meet 

CHENNAI: UNION 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
on Thursday hailed the 
development journey of the 
southern states, saying "high 
literacy rate, trained man-
power and technical exper-
tise in the utilisation of deep 
seas" have been the three 
pillars behind the progress 
of these states. Chairing the 
31st meeting of the Southern 

Zonal Council at Mahaba-
lipuram, Shah stressed the 
need for early resolution of 
pending water-related issues 
concerning southern states 
through mutual dialogues 
and joint meetings involving 
the Union Ministries of Jal 
Shakti, Home Affairs, the 
Inter-State Council, and the 
respective states.

Continued on Page 7

SOUTH CMs RAISE 
DELIMITATION,  
WATER DISPUTES  
AT SZC MEET
CHENNAI: Delimitation issue 
was raised by the participating 
state governments at the 31st 
meeting of the South Zonal 
Council, chaired by Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah at 
Mahabalipuram on Thursday. 
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