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“I thought | would win gold after snatch but it was up to God.

A little disappointed that | couldn’t lift in my final attempt in

clean and jerk. | have lifted more in training.

- Lovepreet Singh, Indian weightlifter

Sports
Nation

Seema bags discus bronze; Neeraj,

Rohit, Yashvir in javelin final

GLASGOW

WEIGHTLIFTER Lovepreet
Singh’s Commonwealth
Games record-breaking
silver medal headlined an
eventful day for India, while
discus thrower Seema Ka-
liramna bagged a bronze
medal and Olympic cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra, along
with two compatriots, ad-
vanced to the men’s javelin
throw final Lovepreet pro-
duced the performance of
his career, setting a Games
record of 176kg in snatch
before finishing with a total
of 388kg (176kg+212kg), just
one kilogram behind New
Zealand’s David Andrew Liti
(389Kkg).
The Punjab lifter
carried a command-
ing 10kg lead into the
clean and jerk but Liti
overturned the deficit with
a Games record lift of 223kg
in his final attempt after
Lovepreet failed to complete
a courageous 217kg lift that

would have secured gold.

“I thought I would win
gold after snatch but it was
up to God. A little disap-
pointed that I couldn't lift
in my final attempt in clean
and jerk. I have lifted more
in training,” said Lovepreet.

The silver  improved
Lovepreet’s bronze winning
effort from the previous
Games in Birmingham and
completed Indias weight-
lifting campaign with eight
medals -- one gold, six silver
and one bronze.

India added another ath-
letics medal through Seema
Kaliramna, who commit-
ted three successive fouls
but clinched bronze in the
women’s discus throw with a

best effort of 58.65m.

The 27-year-old, who
made a successful return to
competition after mother-
hood last year and is also
pursuing a PhD, produced
her medal-winning throw in
the third round before foul-
ing her final three attempts.

Fellow Indian Nidhi Rani
finished fourth with a best ef-
fort of 55.67m. Jamaica’s Sa-
mantha Hall won gold with
a Games-leading throw of
61.66m, while Canada’s Julia
Tunks claimed silver with
60.67m.

Neeraj Chopra, Rohit Ya-
dav and Yashvir Singh all
progressed to men’s jave-
lin throw final despite dif-
ficult, gusty conditions
that prevented any athlete
from breaching the auto-
matic qualifying mark of
84m. Chopra finished fifth
with 79.61m, while Rohit
(78.37m) and Yashvir

(78.36m)  placed

ninth and 10th

respectively as all
three Indians advanced.

“The conditions were not
the best for javelin throwers.
It was not only cold but also
windy... nobody was able to
decode the wind,” Chopra
said after qualification.

Indian boxers dominate

Jadumani, Arundhati, Jaismine, Preeti, Ankush storm into finals

Glasgow: Arundhati Choud-
hary stunned defending
champion Rosie Eccles of
Wales in a split decision in
women’s 70kg class, while
world champion Jaismine
Lamboria (womens 57kg),
Preeti Pawar (women’s 54kg),
Ankush  Panghal (men’s
80kg) and Jadumani Singh
(men’s 55kg) also sailed into
the Commonwealth Games
final as Indian boxers pro-
duced a dominant display
here on Friday.

Arundhati beat her Wales
opponent 4-0 in a messy and
ill-tempered women’s 70kg
category semifinal as the
Indian held on to her good
show in the first two rounds,
forcing Rosie to receive a
standing count during that
time.

Jaismine was so dominant
in her 57kg semifinal bout
that she won in a Referee

Ankush Panghal and Preeti Pawar ¥

Stops Contest (RSC) deci-
sion after the Lesotho boxer
received her third standing
count in the closing seconds
of the second round.
Jadumani Singh also en-
tered the mens 55kg final
after beating P P M Haoseb
of Namibia in a unanimous
5-0 decision in the semifi-
nals. Meanwhile, Preeti out-
punched Zambia’s Catherine
Mwape 5-0 while Ankush
Brushed aside Joshua Ofori

el

by a similar margin.

The 22-year-old from
Bhiwani, Preeti, who is an
Asian Games bronze medal-
list, powered to a 5-0 win to
set up a clash with Canada’s
Scarlett Delgado.

Ankush was equally domi-
nant against Ofori, who re-
sorted to repeated clinching
after being comprehensively
outboxed in the opening two
rounds sealed a one-sided
5-0 verdict.

Triple jump: Chithravel, Prabhu pounce into final

GLASGOW

THERE was better news
in the mens triple jump
as national record hold-
ers  Chithravel (16.41m)
and Prabhu (16.26m) ad-
vanced to Saturday’s final
after finishing second and
third in qualification. Tejas-
win Shankar also remained
in medal contention in the
men’s decathlon, ending the
opening day in second place
with 4,339 points after five
events, just 14 points behind
Canadas Damian Warner
(4,353).

The Indians standout per-

formance came in his pet
high jump event, where he
cleared 2.15m for 944 points,
while his 7.82m effort in
long jump earned him 1,015

points. However, Animesh
Kujur missed the men’s 200m
final after clocking 20.65
seconds to finish sixth in his
semifinal, while Vishal TK
also bowed out after placing
sixth in his 400m semifinal
with a time of 46.33 seconds.

Indian pair stays unbeaten
in lawn bowls

The Indian men’s pair of
Navneet Singh and Dinesh
Kumar registered their third
successive win, edging Bot-
swana in a tie-break after the
teams split the opening two
sets.

The Indians dominated the
first set 9-2 before Botswana
levelled the contest by win-
ning the second set 4-3.

Navneet and Dinesh,
however, held their nerve
in the tie-break to preserve
their unbeaten record and
strengthen their hopes of
reaching the knockout stage.

Unnati, Tanvi enter
semis of Taipei Open

TAIPEIL Indias Unnati Hooda
and Tanvi Sharma won their re-
spective women’s singles match-
es to enter the semifinals of the
Taipei Open badminton tourna-
ment here on Friday.

Kiran George, however, lost
his men’s singles quarterfinal
match against Japan's fourth
seeded Yudai Okimoto 21-12
21-10 in 33 minutes. Hooda
clinched a straight-game 23-21
21-16 victory over compatriot
Devika Sihag to reach the last
four stage, while Tanvi got the
better of Thailand’s
Supanida Katethong
21-15 18-21 21-14 4
in a gruelling g &
54-minute quar- 4 7
terfinal clash.
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the day, the all-Indian quarter-
final contest between Hooda
and Sihag started with a fiercely
contested first game, where the
former held her nerve to win it
23-21. Hooda was off to a great
start, racing to an 11-3 lead
before Sihag staged a spirited
comeback to level the scores at
21-21. However, Hooda held
her composure in the closing
stages, winning the next two
points to clinch the opening
game. In the second game, the
third seeded Hooda maintained
her momentum and capitalised
on her leads to wrap up the
£ match 21-16 against

eighth seed Sihag in
42 minutes.

The 18-year-old Hooda will
next face the winner of the
quarterfinal between Chinese
Taipei's Chiu Pin-chian and

Vietnam’s Nguyen Thuy Linh.

Bumrah to play in
Lanka Test series

NEW DELHIL: India pace
spearhead  Jasprit Bumrah
has been cleared to play next
month’s two-Test series against
Sri Lanka by the BCCI’s Centre
of Excellence in Bengaluru.

Bumrah was picked subject
to fitness as he had suffered
an impact injury during the
recent ODI series against Eng-
land. He had to sit out of the
third ODI at Lord’s due to the
injury.

“Jasprit Bumrah has recov-
ered from his impact injury.
He has cleared the fitness Tests
mandated by the COE. Hope-
fully he will be available for
both games as he is integral
to the team’s plans,” a senior
BCCI official told PTI on con-

ditions of anonymity.

The two-Test series against
the islanders will get underway
on August 15 in Galle, and the
second match will be played in
Colombo from August 23.

India need to win seven of
their remaining nine Tests of
this World Test Championship
cycle in order to remain in
contention for a summit clash
berth.

Will suggest CM Fad-
navis to recommend
Patil’s name for the

Nobel Prize in the field of
scientific research: Raut;
Uddhav speaks to Abhi-
jeet Dipke, assures him
of Opposition’s backing

MuMBAI

MAHARASHTRA Bharatiya
Janata Party minister Chan-
drakant Patil has claimed the
Delhi Police have collected
the fingerprints of protesters
from even the smallest stones
allegedly used during the
CJP agitation in the national
capital, which will be linked
to the Aadhaar numbers for
their identification.

The remark made by the
Higher and Technical Edu-
cation Minister at a Press
conference in western Ma-
harashtra’s Kolhapur, drew
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mocking comments from
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut, who said he would
suggest Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis to recom-
mend Patil's name for the
Nobel Prize in the field of
scientific research.

The Cockroach Janta Par-
ty (CJP) led a month-long
protest at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi over examination pa-

Via fingerprins on stones

per leaks. The demonstration
escalated into clashes, bar-
ricade breaches, and stone-
pelting.

The most intense violence
broke out on July 20, when
thousands of protesters at-
tempted a ‘Sansad Chalo’
march to Parliament, leading
to clashes in which demon-
strators as well as security
personnel were injured.

Shiv Sena-UBT chief Ud-
dhav Thackeray on Friday
spoke with Cockroach Janta
Party founder Abhijeet Dipke
over phone, and assured him
of the Opposition’s support.

Thackeray also asked Ab-
hijeet’s mother about his
marriage plans. A video of
the conversation was shared
on social media.

Sena (UBT) leader Chan-
drakant  Khaire  visited
Dipke’s residence here, and
facilitated a conversation be-
tween him and Thackeray, a
former Maharashtra Chief
Minister, over a video call.

°I was there for an hour at
his place. Uddhav Thackeray
assured that the entire Op-
position stands unitedly with
Abhijeet Dipke;” Khaire told
reporters.

The CJP leader told Thack-
eray that he will keep fight-
ing for students till their de-
mands are fulfilled.

JAISALMER: An Army
officer of Major rank was
killed and two Lieutenant-
rank officers were injured
after their private SUV col-
lided with a camel and over-
turned near the Jaisalmer
Military Station late Thurs-
day night.

The deceased has been
identified as 30-year-old
Major Hamza Arif, a resi-
dent of Indore, Madhya
Pradesh. According to of-
ficials, the officer had been
married only a month ago.

The accident occurred ap-
proximately 6 km from the
district headquarters when
a camel suddenly appeared
in front of the officers’ pri-
vate SUV as they were re-
turning to the military sta-
tion from Jaisalmer city. The
impact caused the vehicle
to overturn five times and
drag for nearly 100 meters
before crashing near the
military boundary wall. The
camel also died on the spot.

Major dead, 2 Lieutenants
injured as SUV hits camel

Upon receiving news of the
crash, Army personnel and
officers rushed to the scene
to rescue the three trapped
officers from the mangled
remains of the vehicle. They
were rushed to the mili-
tary station, where Major
Hamza Arif succumbed to
his injuries during treat-
ment. The two other offic-
ers, identified as Lieutenant
Abhinav Rathore and Lieu-
tenant Ayushman Gusain,
sustained injuries and are
currently undergoing treat-

ment at the Military Hos-
pital.

According to ASI Jagdish
Charan of the Sadar Police
Station, the police received
a late-night report that a
vehicle had overturned after
colliding with a camel on
the road past the War Mu-
seum. Upon reaching the
site, they found a dead cam-
el by the roadside, which
was subsequently moved. A
private SUV was also found
severely damaged near the
military boundary wall.

Kerala govt to
withdraw cases
against NEET

protestors

KOCHTI: The Kerala govern-
ment has decided to with-
draw all cases registered in
connection with protests
held across the state in sup-
port of the NEET agitation
in Delhi, Home Minister
Ramesh Chennithala said on
Friday. Speaking to report-
ers in Thiruvananthapuram,
Chennithala said the deci-
sion was taken following re-
quests received from Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
Chief Minister V D Sathee-
san. He said several youth
organisations and political
parties had organised dem-
onstrations across Kerala
expressing solidarity with the
protests over alleged irregu-
larities in the NEET exami-
nation. “Several cases were
registered in connection with
those protests. We received
many requests seeking with-
drawal of these cases. The
chief minister forwarded all
those representations to me,
and I have directed the DGP
not to proceed further with
any of these cases,” Chen-
nithala said.

Suvendu alleges Rs 15K cr
revenue leak under Mamata

BirRBHUM

WEST BENGAL Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari on
Friday alleged an around Rs
15,000 crore revenue leak
in Birbhum district over
the past 15 years, and said it
would not have been possible
without the support of the
previous dispensation.
Multiple government de-
partments were either com-
plicit or remained silent
under directions from the
“highest level”, he alleged
during a press conference.
His allegations came
against the backdrop of po-
lice recovering Rs 28.5 crore
in cash and 15 kg of gold
from absconding stone trad-

er Tullu Mondal’s residence

in West Bengal’s Birbhum as
part of a wider crackdown
on alleged illegal mining and
revenue leakages in the dis-
trict.

Police suspect a substan-
tial portion of the cash rep-

resented revenue allegedly
siphoned oft. The district has
for long been under the scan-
ner over allegations of ille-
gal quarrying and organised
crime linked to stone trade.

Targeting his predecessor
Mamata Banerjee, Adhikari
said, “An organised racket
siphoning off revenue for
years... cannot function with-
out the concurrence of the
head of the institution”

“Without the support of
former chief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee, it is impossible
for such a large racket to have
operated for so long. Institu-
tional corruption happens
only when the head of the
institution encourages cor-
ruption”

Fadnavis calls for evacuation

NEw DELHI

MAHARASHTRA Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday said
authorities should evacuate “danger-
ous” buildings with greater persua-
sion and, if necessary, use force to
save lives, following the collapse of
a dilapidated structure in Bhiwandi

that killed nine.

Speaking to reporters, Fadnavis
said the Bhiwandi building had been
classified as a Cl1 structure, which
means it was unsafe for habitation.

“It is very unfortunate. It was a C1-
category building. The local munici-
pal commissioner informed me that
around 25 people had already been
evacuated. Despite this, the contrac-
tor continued the repair work, after

Wthh the incident occurred,” he said.
Fadnavis expressed condolences

to the families of those who lost their
lives and said the state government

of dangerous buildings

would provide financial assistance to
the next of kin of the deceased.

He said he had directed the mu-
nicipal commissioner to initiate legal
action against the contractor.

Explaining the classification, the
chief minister said a Cl-category
building is considered dangerous and
unfit for occupation.

“Life is important. Saving lives
is equally important. People living
in Cl-category buildings should be
evacuated with greater persuasion
and insistence.

If required, some force can also be
used to evacuate them from such di-
lapidated structures. However, there
are some restrictions as per the court
orders. Still, I feel saving life is also
important,” he said.




