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WEAVERS URGED TO DIVERSIFY DESIGNS
Hans News Service 

Vijayawada

HANDLOOMS and textiles 
commissioner Rekha Rani 
has called on handloom 
weavers to diversify their 
products, improve designs 
and align production with 
changing consumer prefer-
ences to expand markets 
and increase their incomes.

During her visit to the 
primary handloom coop-
erative societies at Angara 
and Pulugurtha in East Go-
davari district on Friday, 
the commissioner reviewed 
the products being woven, 
the functioning of the so-
cieties and their marketing 
practices.

Interacting with weavers, 
Rekha Rani said product 
diversification and design 

development are essential 
for the sustainable growth 
of the handloom sector. She 
urged weavers to move be-
yond traditional sarees by 
converting them into dress 
materials and introducing 
products with contempo-
rary designs, colours and 
patterns that cater to evolv-
ing market demand.

She encouraged weavers 
to focus on value-added 
products, saying improved 
quality, innovative designs 
and an expanded product 
range would boost the de-
mand for handloom prod-
ucts and help secure better 
returns.

At the Pulugurtha coop-
erative society, the com-
missioner reviewed the 
production process and 
directed officials to accord 

priority to product develop-
ment and diversification. 

She said developing dress 
materials and other inno-
vative handloom products 
alongside sarees would cre-

ate new market opportuni-
ties and improve the liveli-
hoods of weaving families.

Rekha Rani instructed 
officials to focus on design 
improvement, product de-
velopment, marketing and 
quality standards. 

She said consumer pref-
erences and market trends 
should be studied regularly 
so that handloom products 
can be designed to meet 
customer expectations. She 
said the government’s ob-
jective is to expand market 
access through product di-
versification while ensuring 
better livelihoods for hand-
loom families. 

Training is being pro-
vided to weavers in design 
development, product di-
versification and market-
oriented production to help 

them create products that 
are more attractive to con-
sumers, she added.

The commissioner 
also directed officials to 
strengthen marketing sup-
port and ensure weavers re-
ceive better prices for their 
products. 

Handloom products cur-
rently fetch between Rs 900 
and Rs 4,000 per item, and 
further improvements in 
quality, design and product 
range could significantly 
enhance their earnings, she 
said.

Rekha Rani urged weav-
ers to make full use of the 
government’s support for 
the handloom sector and 
continue developing prod-
ucts that meet changing 
market requirements to 
strengthen the industry.
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Handlooms and textiles commissioner Rekha Rani looks at the handloom products at 

Pulugurtha in East Godavari district on Friday

Bhogapuram 
airport to drive 

growth over next 
decade: Sana 

Hans News Service  
Amaravati

BHOGAPURAM’s 
Alluri Sitarama Raju 
International Airport 
will emerge as the 
economic growth 
engine of North 
Andhra over the next 
decade, said Rajya 
Sabha MP Sana Satish 
Babu. 
In a statement on 
Friday, he described 
the airport’s 
inauguration by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi as a historic 
milestone that will 
accelerate investment, 
employment, 
exports, tourism 
and infrastructure 
development across 
the region. Built at a 
cost of nearly Rs 5,000 
crore over 2,200 acres, 
the airport is expected 
to anchor a world-
class Aerocity with IT 
parks, logistics hubs, 
hotels, educational 
institutions and 
commercial centres. Its 
strategic connectivity 
with Visakhapatnam 
and Gangavaram Ports, 
national highways 
and future rail links 
will strengthen 
exports from 
seafood, agriculture, 
pharmaceuticals and 
MSMEs. The airport 
will also boost tourism 
by improving access 
to Araku Valley, Borra 
Caves, Lambasingi 
and other attractions. 
With sustained policy 
support, Bhogapuram 
has the potential to 
transform North 
Andhra into one of 
India’s fastest-growing 
investment and 
commercial hubs, he 
added.

Deekshitula  
subrahmanyam 

rajamahendravaram

THE recognised union 

election at the Andhra Pa-
per Mill in Rajamahen-
dravaram has thrown up 
significant political signals, 
with the ruling NDA parties 

in the state contesting 
separately and eventually 
paying the price for the  
lack of unity.

Though the Telugu De-
sam Party, Jana Sena and 
the BJP are partners in 
the State government, the 
three parties backed dif-
ferent trade union com-
binations in the paper 
mill election. 

The split in votes en-
sured that none of the 
fronts secured the man-
datory support required 
for recognition. Another 
political takeaway from 
the Andhra Paper Mill 
recognition union elec-
tion is the growing view 
that the outcome could 
have been entirely differ-
ent had the NDA parties 
contested together. 

Political leaders and 
trade union activists 
across party lines openly 
remarked after the results 
that a joint front com-
prising the TDP-affiliated 
TNTUC, the BJP-backed 
Bharatiya Mazdoor 
Sangh and the Jana Sena 
Trade Union would have 
comfortably crossed the 
mandatory 51% vote 
mark and secured recog-
nition.

The election has also 
triggered discontent 
within the three parties. 
Several leaders privately 
questioned why no seri-
ous effort was made to 
forge a common front 
despite the TDP, Jana 
Sena and BJP sharing 
power in the state. The 
absence of even a sym-
bolic attempt to arrive 
at an understanding has 
become a point of discus-
sion within the alliance, 
with many party workers 
describing it as a “missed 
political opportunity” 
that allowed the recogni-
tion union to slip out of 
the NDA’s reach.

The Jana Sena-backed 
United Front emerged as 
the single largest group 
with 258 votes out of the 
706 votes polled. The alli-
ance was followed by the 
INTUC-led front, backed 
by YSRCP and other 
unions, with 228 votes, 
while the TDP-backed 
TNTUC alliance secured 
220 votes to finish third. 
Political observers be-
lieve the outcome under-
lined the cost of the NDA 
partners fighting sepa-

rately. “Had the alliance re-
mained united, recognition 
would have been well with-
in reach,” was a common 
view in political circles after 
the results were announced.

The election has also 
drawn attention to the po-
litical equations within the 
alliance. 

Rajamahendravaram City 
MLA Adireddy Srinivas, 
who has remained political-
ly unbeaten in a series of co-
operative bank elections in 
the city, faced his first major 
organisational setback. 

Despite an intensive cam-
paign in the closing phase, 
including a large public 
meeting addressed by for-
mer MLC Adireddy Appa 
Rao along with party cadre, 
the TNTUC alliance could 
not improve its position be-
yond third place. 

The role played by leaders 
from neighbouring Rajana-
garam also became a talking 
point. 

Rajanagaram MLA Battu-
la Balarama Krishna, serv-
ing as honorary president of 
the Jana Sena Trade Union, 
is said to have played a key 
role in mobilising support 
for the front that secured 
the highest number of votes. 

On the other hand, for-
mer Rajanagaram MLA 
and YSRCP leader Jak-
kampudi Raja, along with 
former APIIC Chairman S. 
Sivarama Subrahmanyam, 
actively campaigned for 
the INTUC led alliance and 
helped it register a competi-
tive performance. 

The absence of visible 
participation by former MP 
and Rajamahendravaram 
YSRCP city in-charge Mar-
gani Bharat Ram in the 
election campaign also be-
came a subject of discussion 
among political circles.

Another aspect that at-
tracted attention was the 
low-profile campaign by lo-
cal Jana Sena and BJP lead-
ers. Tourism Minister Kan-
dula Durgesh, Jana Sena 
constituency in-charge Atti 
Satyanarayana and BJP 
leaders largely stayed away 
from campaigning. 

Political observers attrib-
uted this to the sensitivity 
surrounding the NDA part-
ners contesting against one 
another. 

The election also high-
lighted the growing in-
fluence of Rajanagaram 
leaders over the political 
landscape of the Andhra 

Paper Mill union polls. 
More than the leaders from 
Rajamahendravaram, it was 
the Rajanagaram leader-
ship that appeared to shape 
the campaign and electoral 
strategy. 

The active involvement of 
Rajanagaram MLA Battula 
Balarama Krishna on the 
Jana Sena side and former 
Rajanagaram MLA Jakkam-
pudi Raja on behalf of the 
YSRCP-backed front turned 
the contest into a showcase 
of Rajanagaram’s political 
influence, overshadowing 
the role played by leaders 
from Rajamahendravaram.

The election also wit-
nessed unusual ideologi-
cal alignments. The IN-
TUC, YSRCP Employees 
Union, CITU, SWWA and 
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
contested together despite 
their parent political parties 
holding contrasting posi-
tions at the State and na-
tional levels. 

Meanwhile, the United 
Front brought together 
AITUC, Employees Union, 
United Employees Union 
and the Jana Sena Trade 
Union. The TNTUC en-
tered the contest in alliance 
with the smaller SKS union.

A total of 711 workers 
were eligible to vote and 706 
exercised their franchise, 
reflecting a turnout of more 
than 99%. 

Since no alliance crossed 
the 51% threshold, it is 
learnt that the management 
is likely to invite two rep-
resentatives each from all 
three major fronts as a ne-
gotiation committee for fu-
ture negotiations and agree-
ment talks. 

Trade union leaders say 
the arrangement places 
greater responsibility on all 
representatives to work to-
gether during discussions 
with the management so 
that workers’ interests are 
not affected by political ri-
valry.

The result is also being 
viewed as a morale booster 
for Jana Sena Party in Ra-
jamahendravaram. With its 
supported front polling the 
highest number of votes, 
party leaders are expected 
to press for a stronger share 
in the upcoming municipal 
and local body elections. 
The paper mill verdict, 
though confined to a trade 
union election, has already 
begun shaping the political 
conversation in the city.

Paper mill poll exposes cracks in NDA
• The split in votes ensured that none of the fronts 

secured the mandatory support required for recognition

• The election has also triggered discontent within the 

three parties

• The Jana Sena-backed United Front emerged as the 

single largest group with 258 votes out of the 706 

votes polled

Jana Sena and AITUC leaders displaying unity
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CREDAI Vijayawada 
has welcomed the state 
government’s building rule 
reforms stating that they will 
provide a major boost to the 
housing and construction 
sector while strengthening 
Ease of Doing Business and 
attracting fresh investments.

Speaking at a meeting, 
Dasari Rambabu, general 
secretary of CREDAI 
Andhra Pradesh, said the 
reforms align with the 

Centre’s Deregulation 2.0 
initiative and the State’s 
vision of Speed of Doing 
Business. Chairman 
Cherukuri Satish Babu said 
the measures would help 
offset rising construction 
costs and enable developers 
to offer more affordable 
housing. 

President G S R Mohan 
Rao described the Uniform 
Zoning Regulations as a 
landmark reform that would 
simplify approvals and 
boost investor confidence. 
Kunduru Raghuram and 

Tummala Vamsi Krishna 
said provisions such as 
higher permissible building 
heights, instalment-based 
fee payments, simplified 
setback norms and 
expanded use of TDR bonds 
would accelerate urban 
development.  CREDAI 
thanked Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu, 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan, minister 
Nara Lokesh and municipal 
administration minister P 
Narayana for the progressive 
reforms.

Building rule reforms boost housing: CREDAI

CREDAI Vijayawada leaders holding a meeting in Vijayawada on Friday

Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirupati

RAYACHOTI constituency 
in Annamayya district is set 
to receive a major boost in 
healthcare after the coali-
tion government sanctioned 
nearly Rs 32 crore for hospi-
tals, rural health centres and 
emergency medical infra-
structure. The biggest project 
is a 50-bed critical care block, 
approved at an estimated cost 
of Rs 23.75 crore.

The facility will be built 
alongside the existing 100-
bed Area Hospital in Raya-
choti to strengthen emergen-
cy and critical care services. 
Once operational, it is ex-
pected to reduce the need for 
patients to travel to Kadapa, 
Tirupati and Bengaluru for 
advanced treatment. 

Minister for Transport 
Mandipalli Ramprasad 
Reddy, who represents the 
constituency in Assembly, 
played a key role in secur-
ing funds to improve access 
to modern healthcare facili-
ties across the constituency.
The government has also 
approved 17 healthcare in-
frastructure projects worth 
Rs 29.224 crore, including 
12 rural health centres, three 
Block Public Health Units, 
one Integrated Public Health 
Laboratory and the Critical 
Care Block. The projects aim 
to improve healthcare ser-
vices in both rural and urban 
areas by strengthening medi-
cal infrastructure.

To improve primary 
healthcare, Rs 25 lakh has 

been sanctioned for repair 
and renovation of Rama-
puram Primary Health 
Centre (PHC). In Lakkired-
dipalli, the government has 
approved Rs 30 lakh for the 
construction of a new ho-
meopathy building under 
AYUSH department. In ad-
dition, infrastructure works, 
including a cement road and 
compound wall, have been 
completed at the Lakkired-
dipalli Government Hospital 
at a cost of Rs 36 lakh. Offi-
cials said fresh funding has 
revived several healthcare 
projects that had remained 
incomplete due to a shortage 
of funds. 

These works are expected 
to be completed in phases. 
Under National Health Mis-
sion (NHM), Rs   81 lakh 
has been sanctioned for the 
development of six rural 
health centres to improve 
infrastructure and primary 
healthcare services. Another 
Rs 82 lakh has been allocated 
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission for three healthcare 
infrastructure projects.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, Minister Mandi-
palli Ramprasad Reddy said 
the new critical care block 
would provide timely emer-
gency treatment to people 
in Rayachoti and nearby ar-
eas. He said the government 
would continue its efforts to 
bring more medical institu-
tions, specialist doctors and 
advanced healthcare facilities 
to the constituency, ensuring 
better medical services for 
residents. 

Rayachoti gets major 

healthcare boost with 

Rs 32 cr allocation


