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THE recognised union elec-
tion at the Andhra Paper 
Mill in Rajamahendravaram 
has thrown up significant 
political signals, with the rul-
ing NDA parties in the state 
contesting separately and 
eventually paying the price 
for the lack of unity.

Though the Telugu De-
sam Party, Jana Sena and the 
BJP are partners in the State 
government, the three par-
ties backed different trade 
union combinations in the 
paper mill election. The split 
in votes ensured that none 
of the fronts secured the 
mandatory support required 
for recognition. Another 
political takeaway from the 
Andhra Paper Mill recogni-
tion union election is the 
growing view that the out-
come could have been en-
tirely different had the NDA 
parties contested together. 
Political leaders and trade 
union activists across party 
lines openly remarked after 
the results that a joint front 

comprising the TDP-affiliat-
ed TNTUC, the BJP-backed 
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
and the Jana Sena Trade Un-
ion would have comfortably 
crossed the mandatory 51% 
vote mark and secured rec-
ognition.

The election has also trig-
gered discontent within the 
three parties. Several leaders 
privately questioned why no 
serious effort was made to 
forge a common front despite 
the TDP, Jana Sena and BJP 
sharing power in the state. 
The absence of even a sym-
bolic attempt to arrive at an 
understanding has become 
a point of discussion within 
the alliance, with many party 
workers describing it as a 
“missed political opportu-
nity” that allowed the recog-
nition union to slip out of the 
NDA’s reach.

The Jana Sena-backed 
United Front emerged as the 
single largest group with 258 
votes out of the 706 votes 
polled. The alliance was fol-
lowed by the INTUC-led 
front, backed by YSRCP 
and other unions, with 228 
votes, while the TDP-backed 

TNTUC alliance secured 220 
votes to finish third. Political 
observers believe the out-
come underlined the cost of 
the NDA partners fighting 
separately. “Had the alliance 
remained united, recognition 
would have been well within 
reach,” was a common view 
in political circles after the 
results were announced.

The election has also 
drawn attention to the politi-
cal equations within the al-
liance. Rajamahendravaram 
City MLA Adireddy Srinivas, 
who has remained politically 
unbeaten in a series of co-
operative bank elections in 
the city, faced his first major 
organisational setback. De-
spite an intensive campaign 
in the closing phase, includ-
ing a large public meeting 
addressed by former MLC 
Adireddy Appa Rao along 
with party cadre, the TNTUC 

alliance could not improve its 
position beyond third place. 
The role played by leaders 
from neighbouring Rajana-
garam also became a talking 
point. Rajanagaram MLA 
Battula Balarama Krishna, 
serving as honorary presi-
dent of the Jana Sena Trade 
Union, is said to have played 
a key role in mobilising sup-
port for the front that se-
cured the highest number 
of votes. On the other hand, 
former Rajanagaram MLA 
and YSRCP leader Jakkam-
pudi Raja, along with former 
APIIC Chairman S. Sivara-
ma Subrahmanyam, actively 
campaigned for the INTUC 
led alliance and helped it 
register a competitive perfor-
mance. The absence of visible 
participation by former MP 
and Rajamahendravaram 
YSRCP city in-charge Mar-
gani Bharat Ram in the elec-

tion campaign also became a 
subject of discussion among 
political circles.

Another aspect that at-
tracted attention was the 
low-profile campaign by 
local Jana Sena and BJP 
leaders. Tourism Minis-
ter Kandula Durgesh, Jana 
Sena constituency in-charge 
Atti Satyanarayana and BJP 
leaders largely stayed away 
from campaigning. Political 
observers attributed this to 
the sensitivity surrounding 
the NDA partners contest-
ing against one another. The 
election also highlighted the 
growing influence of Rajana-
garam leaders over the politi-
cal landscape of the Andhra 
Paper Mill union polls. More 
than the leaders from Ra-
jamahendravaram, it was 
the Rajanagaram leadership 
that appeared to shape the 
campaign and electoral strat-
egy. The active involvement 
of Rajanagaram MLA Bat-
tula Balarama Krishna on the 
Jana Sena side and former 
Rajanagaram MLA Jakkam-
pudi Raja on behalf of the 
YSRCP-backed front turned 
the contest into a showcase 
of Rajanagaram’s political in-
fluence, overshadowing the 
role played by leaders from 
Rajamahendravaram.

The election also wit-
nessed unusual ideological 
alignments. The INTUC, 
YSRCP Employees Union, 
CITU, SWWA and Bharatiya 
Mazdoor Sangh contested 
together despite their par-

ent political parties holding 
contrasting positions at the 
State and national levels. 
Meanwhile, the United Front 
brought together AITUC, 
Employees Union, United 
Employees Union and the 
Jana Sena Trade Union. The 
TNTUC entered the contest 
in alliance with the smaller 
SKS union.

A total of 711 workers 
were eligible to vote and 706 
exercised their franchise, 
reflecting a turnout of more 
than 99%. Since no alliance 
crossed the 51% threshold, 
it is learnt that the manage-
ment is likely to invite two 
representatives each from all 
three major fronts as a nego-
tiation committee for future 
negotiations and agreement 
talks. Trade union leaders 
say the arrangement places 
greater responsibility on all 
representatives to work to-
gether during discussions 
with the management so that 
workers’ interests are not af-
fected by political rivalry.

The result is also being 
viewed as a morale booster 
for Jana Sena Party in Ra-
jamahendravaram. With its 
supported front polling the 
highest number of votes, 
party leaders are expected 
to press for a stronger share 
in the upcoming municipal 
and local body elections. The 
paper mill verdict, though 
confined to a trade union 
election, has already begun 
shaping the political conver-
sation in the city.

Paper mill poll exposes cracks in NDA
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Jana Sena and AITUC leaders displaying unity
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HANDLOOMS and Tex-
tiles Commissioner Rekha 
Rani has called for greater 
product diversification and 
market-oriented innova-
tion in the handloom sector 
to enhance the income of 
weavers and expand market 
opportunities.

During her visit to the 
Angara and Pulugurtha 
Primary Handloom Co-
operative Societies in East 
Godavari district, the Com-
missioner reviewed produc-
tion activities, cooperative 
performance and marketing 
practices. She interacted 
with weavers and urged 
them to develop new prod-
ucts that match changing 
consumer preferences and 
market demand.

Rekha Rani suggested 
converting traditional hand-
loom sarees into dress mate-
rials and introducing inno-
vative designs, colours and 
patterns to attract a wider 
customer base. She stressed 

that quality, contemporary 
designs and product diver-
sification are essential to im-
prove the competitiveness 
of handloom products in 
domestic and international 
markets. Highlighting the 
government’s commitment 
to strengthening the han-
dloom sector, Rekha Rani 
said training programmes 
are being organised to equip 
weavers with skills in prod-
uct diversification, design 
development and market 
trends. She said that im-
proved designs and mar-
ket-driven products would 
significantly increase the de-
mand for handloom fabrics.

The Commissioner in-
structed officials to provide 
better marketing support to 
ensure fair prices for han-
dloom products. She said 
that handloom products 
currently fetch prices rang-
ing from Rs 900 to Rs 4,000 
and expressed confidence 
that higher quality, innova-
tive designs and diversified 
products would further en-
hance weavers’ earnings.

Handlooms and Textiles Commissioner Rekha Rani visiting a 

handloom cooperative society

Stress on product diversification 
to boost handloom sector
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CONSTRUCTION of a 
long-pending compound 
wall at the PM SHRI Zilla 
Parishad High School in 
Nunna, one of the largest 
government schools in the 
erstwhile Krishna district 
and the State, has finally 
commenced with the sup-
port of donors and alumni. 
The project, estimated at Rs 
29 lakh, is progressing at 
a brisk pace under the di-
rect supervision of the high 
school old students.

The eastern and north-
ern compound walls of the 
school, built several years 

ago, had deteriorated over 
time, leaving the cam-
pus and its assets vulner-

able. Recognising the need 
for improved security, the 
school’s Alumni Association 

took the initiative to mobi-
lise funds from philanthro-
pists and former students to 
complete the long-pending 
compound wall.

As part of the initiative, 
Nunna-based philanthropist 
and senior citizen Guntaka 
Nageswara Reddy donated 
Rs 5 lakh, which was for-
mally handed over to the 
school’s Headmaster Surap-
aneni Ravi Prasad by NTR 
District Joint Collector S Il-
akkiya. Several other donors 
also came forward to con-
tribute towards the remain-
ing project cost. 

To ensure quality and 

durability, members of the 
Alumni Association are per-
sonally supervising the con-
struction. On Friday, donor 
Guntaka Nageswara Reddy, 
Headmaster Surapaneni 
Ravi Prasad, Alumni Asso-
ciation representative Nar-
edla Satyanarayana Reddy, 
and Secretariat Engineering 
Assistant Bangaru Raju in-
spected the ongoing works

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Naredla Satyanarayana 
Reddy said the alumni had 
already contributed more 
than Rs.1 crore towards the 
school’s development over 
the years.

Donors fund Rs 29 lakh for school compound wall
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Donor Guntaka Nageswara Reddy, Headmaster Surapaneni 

Ravi Prasad, Alumni Association representative Naredla 

Satyanarayana Reddy and Secretariat Engineering Assistant 

Bangaru Raju inspecting the works at PM SHRI Zilla 

Parishad High School on Friday
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DISTRICT Collector P Raja 
Babu inspected the solid waste 
dumping yard at Guttikonda-
varipalem on the outskirts of 
Ongole on Friday.

Officers explained to the 
collector that waste has been 
dumped there for several 
years, and 2.56 lakh tons have 
accumulated so far. Of this, 
1.76 lakh tonnes have al-
ready been processed. Offic-
ers explained that the refuse-
derived fuel from the process 
goes to cement factories, inert 
material is used to fill low-ly-
ing areas, and bio-soil is used 

as manure. They also briefed 
the Collector on the progress 
of a new dry waste centre be-
ing built at the site.

Raja Babu directed officers 
to complete the waste process-
ing at the earliest. He asked 
them to create awareness 
among people to segregate 
wet and dry waste at home. He 
also told them to explain the 
dangers of single-use plastic 
to the public.

Municipal Commissioner 
Venkatakarishnaiah, Public 
Health EE Srinivas Sanjay, 
Municipal Engineer Yesaiah, 
DEE Padmaja, Medical Of-
ficer Vaishnavi, and other of-
ficers were present.

Collector inspects 
dumping yard

Collector P Raja Babu and other officials inspecting waste 
dumping yard at Guttikondavaripalem on Friday

Rajamahendravaram Municipal Corporation staff carrying 

out fogging to prevent mosquito menace at Pushkar ghat 

in Rajamahendravaram on Friday.          Photo: M Krishna

FIGHTING MOSQUITOES
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THE Godavari is witnessing 
a steady rise in flood levels 
following a sharp increase in 
inflows from the upstream 
regions, prompting the au-
thorities to step up vigilance 
across the Godavari districts. 

At Bhadrachalam, the 
river rose by nearly three 
feet between Friday morn-
ing and afternoon, indicat-
ing a rapid increase in the 
flood flow. By evening, the 
water level had crossed 45 
feet, with the first warning 
level already in force. The ris-
ing floodwaters are moving 
downstream through the Po-
lavaram project towards the 
Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage at 
Dowleswaram. Officials said 
that with the flood level ex-
pected to approach the first 
warning mark at Dowleswar-
am, the administration has 
intensified monitoring across 
the river basin. 

Konaseema district has 
been identified as one of 
the vulnerable areas, with 
the district administration 
directing all departments 
to remain on alert. Review-
ing the flood preparedness 
through a video conference 
with joint collector Y Khom 
Naidya Devi and divisional 
and mandal-level officials on 
Friday, Konaseema district 
collector R Mahesh Kumar 
instructed officials to imple-

ment the advance action plan 
without delay.

“Departments must work 
in close coordination to min-
imise the impact of floods 
and protect lives and prop-
erty,” the collector said. He 
advised residents of Lanka 
villages to remain cautious 
and avoid bathing in the river 
or venturing out for fishing. 
People were also asked not 
to travel on roads submerged 
under floodwaters. The col-
lector directed officials to op-
erate 24x7 control rooms at 
the district and mandal levels 
for continuous monitoring. 
He instructed them to shift 
residents from low-lying vil-
lages to safer rehabilitation 
centres well in advance.

He also ordered that reha-
bilitation camps be equipped 
with food, drinking water, 
electricity, sanitation and 
medical facilities. The irriga-
tion department was asked 
to keep a close watch on riv-
ers, canals, sluice gates and 
barrages, while the revenue 
and animal husbandry de-
partments were directed to 
make arrangements for shift-
ing people and livestock to 
safer places using motorised 
boats wherever necessary. 
The collector stressed that 
the entire machinery should 
be fully prepared even be-
fore the first warning level 
is reached at Dowleswar-
am to ensure a swift and  
coordinated response.

Flood level rises sharply, 
alert in Godavari districts

Dr B R Ambedkar Konaseema district collector R Mahesh 

Kumar reviews flood preparedness at Amalapuram on Friday 
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BHOGAPURAM’S Alluri 
Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport will emerge 
as the economic growth 
engine of North Andhra 
over the next decade, said 
Rajya Sabha MP Sana Sat-
ish Babu. 

In a statement on Friday, 
he described the airport’s 
inauguration by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
as a historic milestone that 
will accelerate investment, 
employment, exports, 
tourism and infrastructure 
development across the re-
gion.

Built at a cost of nearly 
Rs 5,000 crore over 2,200 
acres, the airport is expect-

ed to anchor a world-class 
Aerocity with IT parks, 
logistics hubs, hotels, edu-
cational institutions and 
commercial centres. Its 
strategic connectivity with 
Visakhapatnam and Gan-
gavaram Ports, national 
highways and future rail 
links will strengthen ex-
ports from seafood, agri-
culture, pharmaceuticals 
and MSMEs.  The airport 
will also boost tourism by 
improving access to Araku 
Valley, Borra Caves, Lam-
basingi and other attrac-
tions. With sustained pol-
icy support, Bhogapuram 
has the potential to trans-
form North Andhra into 
one of India’s fastest-grow-
ing investment and com-
mercial hubs, he added.

Bhogapuram airport to drive 
growth over next decade: Sana
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CREDAI Vijayawada 
has welcomed the state 
government’s building 
rule reforms stating that 
they will provide a major 
boost to the housing 
and construction sector 
while strengthening Ease 
of Doing Business and 
attracting fresh investments.

Speaking at a meeting, 
Dasari Rambabu, general 
secretary of CREDAI 
Andhra Pradesh, said the 
reforms align with the 
Centre’s Deregulation 2.0 
initiative and the State’s 
vision of Speed of Doing 
Business. Chairman 
Cherukuri Satish Babu said 
the measures would help 
offset rising construction 
costs and enable developers 

to offer more affordable 
housing.

President G S R Mohan 
Rao described the Uniform 
Zoning Regulations as 
a landmark reform that 
would simplify approvals 
and boost investor 
confidence. Kunduru 

Raghuram and Tummala 
Vamsi Krishna said 
provisions such as higher 
permissible building 
heights, instalment-based 
fee payments, simplified 
setback norms and 
expanded use of TDR 
bonds would accelerate 

urban development. 
CREDAI thanked Chief 

Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu, Deputy Chief 
Minister Pawan Kalyan, 
minister Nara Lokesh and 
municipal administration 
minister P Narayana for the 
progressive reforms.

Building rule reforms boost housing: CREDAI

CREDAI Vijayawada leaders holding a meeting in Vijayawada on Friday


