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ASR Airport launch

Rani Devalla 
Visakhapatnam 

AS the countdown for the in-
auguration of Alluri Sitarama 
Raju International Airport 
commences, Visakhapatnam 
breaks into a celebration mode.

For the past few weeks, the 
new airport in Bhogapuram 
has been hogging the limelight 
for apparent reasons.

With Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi arriving to inaugu-
rate the Greenfield airport on 
August 1 (Saturday), an army 
of ministers, public repre-
sentatives and Collectors from 
North Andhra districts got on 
their toes to pull out all stops 
to ensure smooth execution of 
the inaugural. 

Emphasising the signifi-
cance of the Greenfield airport 
and its economic impact on the 
region cultural programmes, a 
beach walk and a flash mob 
under the theme ‘Proudly Vi-
zag,’ and a 5-K run were fea-
tured in Visakhapatnam.

In addition, an impressive 
drone show highlighting the 
airport was featured at the 
Beach Road.

Customised vehicles with 
digital screens highlighting 
Bhogapuram Airport were 
seen at various places in the 
city. Among other features, 
north Andhra’s tradition and 
culture are set to take centre 
stage during the airport inau-
guration. While 200 Classical 
dancers will welcome Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the 
terminal, as many as 13,000 
tribal women will perform the 
mammoth Dhimsa at the ven-
ue.    Along with the Dhimsa 
dance presentation, which is 
expected to gain an entry into 
the Guinness World Records 
for the largest participation, 
authorities concerned are also 

focusing on promoting region-
al attractions, including the 
globally-popular Araku coffee.  

Extensive transport arrange-
ments are in place to mobilise 
people for the ‘public sabha’ 
that will follow the inaugu-
ral ceremony. Parking space 
has been arranged to station 
around 1,400 buses. Food ar-
rangements have been made 
for close to 73,000 people.

Arrangements related to 
drinking water, traffic man-
agement and parking lots have 
been wrapped up.

With Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu keen on 
highlighting North Andhra 
tradition, a wide awareness 
campaign has been initiated 
with the theme focusing on 
‘wings to the dreams of North 
Andhra’.

Meanwhile, schools have 
been declared holiday both in 
Visakhapatnam and Viziana-
garam on August 1.

On the eve of the Prime 
Minister’s visit to Bhogapuram 
for the airport launch, Vi-
sakhapatnam exuded a  
festive charm.

Visakhapatnam goes into 
celebration mode!
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number of activities 

highlighting the 

significance of the new 
airport

l	The Dhimsa dance 

presentation is 
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entry into the Guinness 

World Records for the 

largest participation

l	Along with other 
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efforts are underway to 
promote the globally-

popular Araku coffee

 A full-dress rehearsal of the Dhimsa dance organised in Bhogapuram

Varaprasada Rao K 

THE inauguration of the Alluri 
Sitarama Raju International Air-
port at Bhogapuram by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday marks a major mile-
stone in Andhra Pradesh’s in-
frastructure development and 
is expected to strengthen North 
Andhra’s position as an emerg-
ing industrial, technology and 
logistics hub. The new airport 
is expected to provide direct in-
ternational connectivity to the 
region, reducing dependence on 
airports in Hyderabad, Chennai 
and Delhi for overseas travel and 
cargo movement. 

The improved connectivity is 
likely to lower logistics costs, fa-
cilitate exports and enhance pas-
senger convenience, supporting 
the region’s growing industrial 
base. The airport comes at a 
time when north Andhra is wit-
nessing significant investments 
across multiple sectors. 

The Visakhapatnam Eco-
nomic Region accounts for a 
substantial share of the state’s 
proposed investments, driven 
by projects in information tech-
nology, data centres, advanced 
manufacturing, life sciences, 
renewable energy and heavy in-
dustries.  Major investments an-
nounced in recent years include 
hyperscale data centres, artificial 
intelligence infrastructure, steel 
manufacturing, pharmaceutical 
expansion and green hydrogen 
projects.

Bhogapuram Airport is ex-
pected to serve as a key gateway 
for these industries by improv-
ing global connectivity for busi-
nesses, investors and skilled 
professionals. Besides passenger 
services, the airport has been 
equipped with a modern cargo 
terminal featuring temperature-
controlled cold-chain facilities 
with an annual handling ca-
pacity of about 25,000 metric 
tonnes. This is expected to ben-

efit exporters of pharmaceuti-
cals, marine products, processed 
foods, textiles and garments by 
enabling faster access to interna-
tional markets. The project also 
includes plans for an integrated 
aviation ecosystem compris-
ing an aviation hub, Aviation 
Edu-City, aircraft Maintenance, 
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 
facility, logistics parks, Aerocity 
development and commercial 
infrastructure. 

These projects are expected to 
attract further investments and 
create substantial employment 
opportunities in the region.

The airport will comple-
ment other major infrastructure 
initiatives underway in North 
Andhra, including the Mulapeta 
Port, the proposed Visakhapat-
nam-Rajahmundry High-Speed 
Rail Corridor, the Visakhapat-
nam Seafront Corridor and the 
Vizag Bay City project, strength-
ening the region’s role as a key 
economic corridor. 

Bhogapuram opens gateway to north Andhra’s economic revolution

State govt dissolves governing 
bodies of 19 universities
Hans News Service 

Amaravati

THE state government has initiated a 
major overhaul of university admin-
istration by dissolving the governing 
bodies of 19 state universities and re-
moving the nominated members ap-
pointed during the previous YSRCP 
government’s tenure. 
Official orders issued on Friday said 
the decision applies to members ap-
pointed under the nominated cat-

egory. However, the 
government clarified 
that there will be no 
change in the status 
of ex-officio members, 
who will continue in 
their positions.

The move marks 
the beginning of a 
broader restructuring 

of governance in higher education 
institutions across the State. As part 
of the exercise, the government has 
already constituted a new governing 
body for Andhra University (AU), 
with similar reconstitution expected 
for the remaining universities in the 
coming weeks.

Officials said the restructuring is 
aimed at reorganising the admin-
istrative framework of universities 
through the appointment of new gov-
erning bodies in accordance with the 
government’s policy. 

The process of constituting fresh 
governing bodies for other state uni-
versities is now underway.

l	Nominated members 

appointed during previous 

regime removed

YSRCP seeks CBI probe into 
DSC-2025, justice for youth

Hans News Service 
Tadepalli

THE YSRCP on Friday 
submitted representa-
tions to district collectors, 
joint collectors and DROs 
across the state, demand-
ing a CBI probe into the 
alleged irregularities in 
DSC-2025 teacher recruit-
ment and raising several 
issues concerning students 
and unemployed youth.

The statewide pro-
gramme was held on the 
call of YSRCP president 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy. 
The party demanded that 
education minister Nara 
Lokesh resign, taking 
moral responsibility for 
the alleged irregularities in 
the recruitment process. It 
also sought a comprehen-
sive CBI investigation into 
all allegations, including 
the reported question pa-
per leak, changes in rules 
and government orders, 
and alleged irregularities 
in sports quota appoint-
ments. Party leaders 
questioned why the gov-
ernment was unwilling to 
order a CBI inquiry if it 
believed the recruitment 
process had been fair and 

transparent.
The representations also 

urged the government 
to immediately clear the 
pending Vidya Deevena, 
Vasathi Deevena and fee 
reimbursement dues. The 
party further demanded 
implementation of the 
election promise of pro-
viding an unemployment 
allowance of Rs. 3,000 per 
month to every eligible 
unemployed youth. 

YSRCP leaders submit-
ted representations in 
all districts of the State, 
including Srikakulam, 
Parvathipuram Many-
am, Kakinada, Dr B R 
Ambedkar Konaseema, 

East Godavari, West Go-
davari, Eluru, Krishna, 
NTR, Guntur, Palnadu, 
Prakasam, SPSR Nellore, 
YSR Kadapa, Annamayya, 
Anantapur, Tirupati and 
Chittoor.

Senior leaders, former 
ministers, MLAs, MLCs, 
former MPs, district presi-
dents and constituency 
coordinators participated 
in the programme.

In Anantapur, party 
leaders also handed over 
a pen drive containing a 
video that they claimed 
was related to alleged ir-
regularities in the DSC 
merit list and sports quota 
appointments. 

Submits representations to district collectors across state

YSRCP leaders submitting a memorandum a collector on 

alleged DSC scam in Vijayawada on Friday

HC orders removal of barricades 
at Venkatayapalem toll exit

Hans News Service 
Amaravati

JUSTICE Ravi Cheemalapati of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court has directed the Nation-
al Highways Authority of India (NHAI) and 
the toll management to remove barricades 
erected at the exit point connecting the Vi-
jayawada West Bypass National Highway to 
the Seed Access Road near the Venkataya-
palem toll plaza, providing relief to commut-
ers, including advocates, court staff and local 
residents.

The issue arose after the toll operator in-
stalled barricades at the exit leading to the 
Seed Access Road, preventing vehicles from 
directly accessing it. Commuters alleged that 
they were being forced to pass through the 
toll plaza, make a U-turn on the highway and 
cross the toll gate again before reaching the 
service road. When motorists questioned the 
arrangement, police personnel deployed at 
the site allegedly diverted vehicles through 
the toll plaza. Aggrieved by the restrictions, 
advocate Sriram Jaswanth of Gollapudi filed 
a writ petition before the High Court.


