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Monsoon in no
mood to stop
in August
Country’s rain deficit

shrinks to 14%

NEW DELHI: India's south-
west monsoon is showing
no signs of weakening and
is instead expected to gain
further momentum during
the first half of August,
raising hopes of a strong
recovery after weeks of
uneven rainfall across the
country. The India Meteoro-
logical Department's latest
rainfall data shows the
all-India monsoon rainfall
deficit has narrowed to
14%, a significant improve-
ment from much steeper
shortfalls recorded earlier
this season. Meteorologists
say the revival is being
driven by the strongest
weather system of the
monsoon so far, a deep
depression moving across
Maharashtra. Embedded
within the monsoon trough,
the deep depression has
drawn enormous amounts
of moisture from the
Arabian Sea and the Bay
of Bengal. Its impact has
been further amplified by
the Somali Jet, the powerful
low-level wind stream that
transports moisture across
the Arabian Sea into the
Indian subcontinent.

Rs 76.46-cr development push
unveiled for Uppal constituency

Duddilla Sridhar Babu lays foundation stone for comprehensive infrastructure

works focusing on storm water drainage, roads, and sports facilities

HaNs NEws SERVICE
HYDERABAD

IT, Industries and Com-
merce Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu laid the foun-
dation stone on Thursday
for development works
worth Rs 76.46 crore in Up-
pal Assembly constituency,
focusing on storm water
drainage, roads, footpaths,
sports infrastructure, and
civic amenities.

Executed by the Malkaj-
giri Municipal Corporation,
the projects were launched
alongside Municipal Com-
missioner T Vinay Krishna
Reddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri
District ~ Collector ~ Mik-
kilineni Manu Chowdhury,
Uppal Zonal Commissioner
Radhika Gupta, and other
public representatives.

The development package
includes Rs 90 lakh for ex-
panding the Bajrang Gym-
nasium at Ramanthapur
with modern equipment
and a borewell. The largest
allocation, worth Rs 56.35
crore, covers major storm
water drains, footpaths,
a multi-sports arena, CC
roads across colonies, im-
provement of the VT Kaman

bus stop, and other civic in-
frastructure in the Raman-
thapur Bhagayat-Uppal area.

Works worth Rs 3.23 crore
were sanctioned for Bodrai,
Chilakanagar, and Beerap-
pagadda, including CC road
repairs, storm water drain
reconstruction, a retaining
wall, a steel girder bridge,
and crematorium develop-
ment. Another Rs 15.97
crore will be spent across
Cherlapalli, Vampuguda,

and Capra to strengthen
culverts, reconstruct tertiary
storm water drains, lay RCC
pipelines, construct CC
roads, and improve rainwa-
ter drainage networks.
Speaking at the event,
Duddilla Sridhar Babu af-
firmed that the state govern-
ment remains committed to
delivering modern urban
infrastructure, quality civic
services, and efficient storm
water drainage systems.

He stated that these works
will substantially upgrade
roads, drainage, sports facil-
ities, and public amenities to
enhance the overall quality
of life for Uppal constituen-
cy residents. He instructed
officials to ensure all projects
are completed with high
quality standards, complete
transparency, and within
stipulated timeframes so
that public benefits are real-
ized at the earliest.
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MLA Anjaiah joins
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Bonalu procession
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SHADNAGAR

FORMER MLA Anjaiah
Yadav participated in the
Bonalu procession held at
Yadav Colony in Faroogna-
gar, Shadnagar town, on
Thursday. He offered special
prayers to the presiding god-

dess and joined devotees in
the traditional procession,
extending his greetings on
the festive occasion.
Speaking on the occasion,
Anjaiah Yadav said Bonalu is
a symbol of Telangana’s rich
culture and traditions and
expressed happiness that the
festival was being celebrated

with devotion, unity, and en-
thusiasm. He prayed for the
well-being, prosperity, and
good health of the people of
the state and the constitu-
ency, seeking the blessings of
the goddess for every family.
Several BRS leaders and
local representatives partici-
pated in the procession.

SKLTGHU explores tie-ups with Florida University, World Bank
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HYDERABAD: Sri Konda
Laxman Telangana Horticul-
tural University (SKLTGHU)
has initiated steps towards
strengthening  international
collaboration in horticultural
education, research, and sus-
tainable development. As
part of these initiatives, Vice

Chancellor D Raji Reddy held
a high-level meeting with
University of Florida Profes-
sor Vijaya Gopal Kakani on
Thursday. World Bank Sen-
ior Agribusiness Specialist
Adarsh Kumar and Telangana
Horticulture Director Yas-
meen Basha also participated
in the online meeting. During
discussions, D Raji Reddy stat-

ed that the university is com-
mitted to developing strategic
international partnerships to
enhance academic excellence,
research innovation, technolo-
gy transfer, and capacity build-
ing in horticulture. Vijaya Go-
pal Kakani presented potential
areas of collaboration between
the University of Florida and
SKLTGHU.

Oppn protests in Parl over
police action on students

Continued from P1

The MPs carried large
banners and placards de-
manding accountability
for the police action and
sought an official apology
from union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

In the Rajya Sabha, Con-
gress president and Leader of
the Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge demanded the resig-
nation of Amit Shah over the
alleged police crackdown.
He launched a sharp attack
on the Centre during the de-
bate on the Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill,
2026, calling the proposed
amendments "hogwash" for
failing to address systemic
issues behind examination
malpractices.

Holding Amit Shah di-
rectly responsible for the po-
lice action at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar, Kharge condemned
the use of tear gas, lathi-
charge, and other coercive
measures against students
demanding justice.

He called for Shah to ei-
ther resign or appear before
Parliament to explain the
conduct of law enforcement
and demanded a Supreme
Court-monitored  inquiry
into the alleged police ex-
cesses.

Kharge expressed soli-
darity with the protesting
students, accusing the gov-
ernment of attempting to
silence youth voices instead
of addressing their con-
cerns. “The youth are asking
for justice for their future.

Instead of listening, they
are being beaten and sup-
pressed. Is this how a demo-
cratic government treats stu-
dents?” he questioned.

He called for comprehen-
sive reforms and urged the
government to implement
recommendations of the K
Radhakrishnan Committee
and overhaul agencies like
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) to restore trust in the
examination system. He also
questioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the gov-
ernment's delayed response,
asking why action was taken
only after nationwide pro-
tests and public outrage.

The protest comes amid
sustained Opposition at-
tacks over the Centre's han-
dling of the examination

controversy and follows re-
peated allegations that stu-
dents protesting the NEET
paper leak were subjected to
excessive force by the Delhi
Police during demonstra-
tions at Jantar Mantar. Op-
position parties have alleged
that peaceful protesters were
lathi-charged and detained,
charges that the government
has rejected.

Inside the Lok Sabha,
proceedings were repeat-
edly disrupted as Opposi-
tion members continued
to press for a discussion on
the alleged police excesses
and broader concerns sur-
rounding examination re-
forms. Amid the uproar and
slogan-shouting by Opposi-
tion MPs, the House was ad-
journed till 2 pm.

Heavy rains lash several
places in Telangana

Continued from P1
Meanwhile, continu-
ous rainfall over the past 48
hours has caused streams
and rivulets to overflow,
leading to the submergence
of low-lying areas. Normal
life has come to a complete
standstill as several villages
have been cut off from the
outside world. The Jampanna
Vagu at Medaram in Mulugu
District surged dangerously.
A devotee from Ghatkesar,
who had stepped into the wa-
ter for a holy dip, was swept
away by the strong current
and has gone missing. Upon

receiving the information,
rescue teams launched a
search operation. Officials
have advised people living
near river basins and streams
to remain alert.

Revenue Minister Pongu-
leti Srinivasa Reddy directed
the officials concerned to
work in coordination with
officials of the Municipal,
Panchayat Raj, Irrigation,
Energy departments.

The Minister directed the
officials to monitor the situ-
ation and if needed shift the
people from the low-lying

areas to safe areas.

US launches ‘heavy’
strikes on Iran

Continued from P1

Iran and the US have en-
gaged in escalating strikes
and counter-strikes since a
ceasefire in April, aimed at
pausing the months-long
war, fell apart in June.

The US has blockaded
Iranian ports and bombed
Iranian sites, while Iran has
fired missiles and drones
at US assets in countries
across the Middle East and
targeted shipping in the eco-
nomically important Strait
of Hormuz, connecting the
Gulf and Arabian Sea.

On  Wednesday, news
outlet Axios cited an un-
named US official as saying
that Trump had met Saudi
defence  minister Prince
Khalid bin Salman, who had
conveyed that Saudi Arabia
wants to de-escalate tensions.
The BBC has contacted the
White House for comment.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian
government said a fire at
a port on Wednesday had
been caused by a drone at-
tack. Egypt, a US ally, has not
previously been directly at-
tacked during the war.

Foreign study tours
for govt teachers

Continued from P1

Reiterating that the people's gov-
ernment will remain in power until
2034, the Chief Minister stressed
that teachers should create aware-
ness among students on the im-
portance of education and sought
suggestions. He assured that all
the issues of teachers would be ad-
dressed soon. Revanth Reddy lam-
basted PM Modi for the mounting
debt burden on the country. The
total debt incurred by Prime Min-
isters from the time of Independ-
ence until 2014 was Rs 50 lakh
crore. The debt incurred by Modi
between 2014 and 2026 was Rs 151
lakh crore. The country's total out-
standing debt currently stands at
Rs 201 lakh crore, he pointed out.
The Chief Minister expressed his
concern that if human bonds with-
in society disintegrate, neither a
family nor a nation can stand firm.
Since the children spend more time
with their teachers than with their
parents, teachers bear just as much

responsibility as parents do.
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Union Defence

infrastructure

Minister

MALKAJGIRI MP Eatala
Rajender held crucial meet-
ings in New Delhi with
Minister
Rajnath Singh and Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on July 30, ad-
vocating for a series of de-
velopment initiatives and
renovations
across Telangana. During
his meeting with Defence
Rajnath  Singh,
Eatala Rajender emphasised
the urgent need for addi-
tional funding towards the
development of the Secun-
derabad Cantonment area.
He requested permission for
construction and road wid-
ening on defence lands, no-
tably highlighting the road
stretch from Kowkur Dar-

gah to BITS Pilani alongside
other key roadways within
defence jurisdictions. Eatala
Rajender also urged for
increased public access to
these defence routes to sig-
nificantly ease civilian move-
ment.

Furthermore, he dis-
cussed the current political
scenario in Telangana, refer-
encing Rajnath Singh’s recent
visit to the state. He pointed
out growing political oppor-
tunities for the BJP to deep-
en its presence in Telangana,
assuring the Defence Minis-
ter that with central support
and local coordination, the
party would achieve a major
breakthrough in the region.

Later, Eatala Rajender, ac-
companied by a delegation
of BJP MPs, met Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
to address urgent rail infra-

Eatala pushes for defence,
and rail upgrades in state

structure requirements in
his constituency.

He called for the quick
completion of sanctioned
railway over-bridges and
under-bridges, approval of
pending proposals, and the
construction of small under-
passes to ensure commuter
safety. Eatala  Rajender
voiced grave concern over
rising fatalities caused by
people crossing tracks amid
increased train speeds and
frequencies in Hyderabad,
demanding permanent solu-
tions such as additional foot-
over bridges and improved
underpass designs. He also
flagged recurring monsoon
flooding that renders rail-
way underbridges unusable,
stressing that this nation-
wide problem requires ur-
gent attention and lasting
technical solutions.

PM DISCUSSES WEST ASIA
CRISIS IN KEY CABINET MEET

Continued from P1

The Prime Minister di-
rected that all necessary
measures be taken to ensure
uninterrupted fertiliser sup-
plies. Officials indicated that
sufficient stocks are available
for the upcoming Rabi sow-
ing season as well as for next
year’s Kharif crop.

The safety of Indian seafar-
ers serving on domestic and
foreign-flagged vessels in
conflict zones was also dis-
cussed. Prime Minister Modi
asked officials to establish
a mechanism for providing
timely information, emer-

gency assistance and coun-
selling to seafarers and their
families. He also stressed that
all efforts must be made to
protect Indian citizens and
the Indian community from
the impact of the ongoing
conflict.

The meeting took place
against the backdrop of
heightened tensions in West
Asia following the recent US-
Israel conflict involving Iran.
Attacks on oil and cargo ves-
sels in the Strait of Hormuz
and threats issued by Yemen’s
Houthi militia against ship-
ping near the Bab al-Mandab

have raised concerns over
energy and trade flows.

Ship traffic through the
Bab al-Mandab has report-
edly declined in recent days,
while shipping activity in the
Black Sea has also faced dis-
ruptions due to the intensify-
ing Russia-Ukraine conflict.

India remains heavily de-
pendent on imports for its
energy needs, with a signifi-
cant share of supplies tra-
ditionally passing through
these sensitive maritime cor-
ridors. The disruptions have
therefore prompted a whole-
of-government response

aimed at reducing vulner-
abilities.

PM Modi also empha-
sised the need to accelerate
the use of renewable energy
sources, including solar
power and other non-fossil-
fuel options, to strengthen
Indias long-term energy
independence. He called for
a unified and coordinated
mechanism  for  regular
monitoring of developments
so that appropriate measures
can be implemented quickly
to protect citizens and na-
tional economic interests as
the global situation evolves.

Centre

Continued from P1

Gadkari, however, said
studies by government agen-
cies and automobile manu-
facturers indicate that the
reduction in fuel efficiency
in certain E10-designed ve-
hicles is limited to about
2-6%. “However, the same is
influenced by several factors,
including driving conditions,
driving habits and vehicle
maintenance,” he said, stat-
ing that E20 petrol can reduce
fuel economy by 2 to 6% de-
pending on the vehicle cat-
egory and vintage.

The clarification comes
amid growing debate about
the governments Ethanol
Blending Programme.

defends

The Delhi Taxi and Tour-
ist Transporters and Tour
Operators Association has
announced a protest march
to Parliament on August 4.
Amid concerns over possible
vehicle damage and reduced
mileage from ethanol-blend-
ed fuel, reports suggest sales
of 100-octane premium pet-
rol—the only grade exempt
from ethanol blending—have
more than doubled in recent
months amid concerns over
possible vehicle damage and
reduced mileage from etha-
nol-blended fuel.

Critics also argue that con-
sumers will have to bear re-
curring annual costs due to
lower fuel efficiency, a burden

ethanol blends

that could rise if the ethanol
content in petrol is increased
further.

The minister said the Min-
istry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas introduced the Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP) Pro-
gramme through a phased,
scientifically validated and
consultative process involv-
ing NITI Aayog, automobile
manufacturers, Oil Marketing
Companies, the Automotive
Research Association of India
(ARAI), the Society of Indian
Automobile  Manufacturers
(SIAM), the Indian Institute
of Petroleum (IIP) and other
technical institutions.

“E20 offers a higher-octane
rating, superior anti-knock

characteristics, cleaner com-
bustion and smoother engine
performance.

E20 improves acceleration
and ride quality while reduc-
ing carbon emissions. These
studies also established that
legacy vehicles do not exhibit
variation in performance or
abnormal wear and tear due
to E20,” he said

Officials ruled out any im-
mediate move to increase
ethanol blending in petrol
beyond the current 20%, say-
ing any decision on higher
blends would be taken only
after detailed scientific and
technical studies and con-
sultations with all relevant
stakeholders.

CM plans social
blitz to counter Oppn

Continued from P1

Top officials said that spe-
cial teams have been formed
to also create digital content
on government schemes and
create a positive perception
among people about the gov-
ernment’s developmental pro-
grammes and the implemen-
tation of the welfare schemes.
“Some special digital media
groups are also being created
in all departments which come
under the purview of impor-
tant ministers to spread the
message of the government
initiatives fast soon,” an official
source told The Hans India.

It is said that the Chief Min-
ister is unhappy with ministers
who are not utilising the digital
media extensively to put across
important schemes.

Only a few ministers have
been proactive in adopting the
technology to use the digital
media. Lack of good PR staff
in many ministers offices is
now considered a serious is-
sue. Some PR personnel in the
minister’s staff are oblivious of
the importance of social me-
dia. As a result, good things
done by many departments are
not publicised at the expected
level in the state. The PR staff

media

also have no skills on how to
counter the Opposition criti-
cism instantly unless there is
support from the officials. “So,
PR staft is being given training
by organising regular camps
with experts in media manage-
ment and digital media,” offi-
cials said.

It is learnt that the Chief
Minster has asked the min-
isters to hire only skilled PR
professionals to ensure a
positive campaign on every
government programme and
scheme in the next two and
half years - i.e. until the 2028
Assembly elections.

Puri holds talks with

Team Bharat

Continued from P1

On Wednesday, Union
Petroleum Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri reportedly
met representatives of Team
Bharat, the group led by ac-
tivist Tehseen Poonawalla
protesting the hurried E20
rollout, ahead of its planned
protest on Friday. However,
the protesting team's joy was
short-lived as Poonawalla
was detained by Delhi Police
personnel the very next day
(Thursday) and his Insta-
gram account got suspended.
The activist, who appreci-
ated the minister earlier, was
furious with the action and
said he was not scared of any
minister and would continue
to expose the "ethanol scam".




