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Speaking on the occasion, 
Ponnam Prabhakar said the 
launch of the city bus services 
fulfilled a long-pending de-
mand of Karimnagar residents 
and would strengthen the city’s 
public transport network in 

line with its growing popula-
tion and expanding urban 
limits.

He said the government also 
plans to extend the services 
to Prathima, Chalmeda and 
Manakondur, with additional 
buses and round-the-clock op-
erations to be considered based 
on passenger demand. Urging 
citizens to make greater use of 
public transport, the Minister 
said the government is ex-
panding bus services across the 
State while strengthening TG-
SRTC through new buses, fresh 
recruitments and the Mahalak-
shmi Scheme, which provides 
free travel for women in RTC 
buses across Telangana. He 
added that TGSRTC currently 
operates nearly 35 lakh kilo-
metres daily, serving around 
65 lakh passengers across  
the State.

Ponnam Prabhakar flags off City Metro 
Express bus services in Karimnagar

Hans News Service 
Karimnagar

IN a major boost to urban 
public transport, Transport 
and BC Welfare Minis-
ter Ponnam Prabhakar on 
Thursday inaugurated City 
Metro Express bus services 
at the Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
Bus Station in Karimnagar 
to improve connectivity and 
provide better commuting 
facilities for city residents.

Following the inaugura-
tion, the Minister, along 
with Choppadandi MLA 

Dr Medipally Satyam, 
Husnabad MLA Kavvam-
pally Satyanarayana, Karim-
nagar Mayor Kolagani Srini-
vas, District Collector Chitra 
Mishra and senior officials, 
travelled in one of the newly 
introduced buses from the 
Karimnagar bus station to 
Vageshwari College. In the 
first phase, the Telangana 
State Road Transport Corpo-
ration (TGSRTC) introduced 
City Metro Express services 
on three routes: Karimna-
gar–Vageshwari College, 
Karimnagar–Chinthakunta, 
and Karimnagar–Kothapalli 
Haveli.

• Three routes launched 

in the first phase, 
with plans to expand 
services to more 

educational and 

healthcare hubs.

•  The initiative aims 

to provide affordable 
and convenient 

transport for students, 
employees, women 
and senior citizens.

• Additional buses 

and round-the-clock 

services may be 
introduced based on 

passenger demand

Despite incessant rain over the past two days slowing daily life in the city, students continue their journey to schools and 
colleges armed with umbrellas and raincoats, while motorists navigate the wet roads cautiously on Thursday.  
 Photos: G Shyam Kumar

LIFE MOVES ON AMID QUIET RHYTHM OF RAIN

Bhadrakali bund works to be  
finished in 15 days: Commissioner

Hans News Service 
Hanumakonda

BALDIYA Commissioner 
T. Venkanna has directed 
officials and the contract-
ing agency to complete 
all pending works on the 
Bhadrakali Bund within 
the next 15 days. 

During an inspection 
of the ongoing develop-
ment works at Bhadrakali 
and Waddepally Bunds 
on Thursday, the Com-
missioner reviewed the 
progress and instructed 
engineering officials to 
speed up the remaining 
works and ensure timely 
completion.

At Bhadrakali Bund, 
Venkanna stressed the 
need to finish all pending 
works without delay. In-
specting Waddepally Bund 
later, he directed officials 
to complete the project by 
August. 

He also instructed the 
horticulture department 
to prepare estimates for 
developing greenery along 
Bhadrakali Bund. Since 
the tender process for 
landscaping at Waddepally 
Bund has already been 
completed, horticulture of-
ficials were asked to begin 
plantation works imme-
diately. 

Superintending Engineer 
Raj Kumar, Horticulture 
Officer Lakshma Reddy 
and other officials accom-
panied the Commissioner 
during the inspection.

Venkanna reviews 

development works, 
orders faster execution 
and greenery plans 
for Bhadrakali and 
Waddepally Bunds

 Hans News Service 
Nizamabad

THE District Political Affairs Committee (PAC) 
meeting of the Congress party was held at the 
District Congress Committee office in Nizama-
bad on Thursday, with party leaders stressing 
the need to strengthen the organisation and 
expedite the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls ahead of the upcoming elections.

The meeting was chaired by DCC President 
Katipally Nagesh Reddy and attended by State 
Government Advisor and Bodhan MLA P. Su-
darshan Reddy as the chief guest. Addressing 
party leaders and Booth Level Agents (BLAs), 
Sudarshan Reddy called for completing the 
SIR process across the district with nearly 100 
per cent coverage.  He said every eligible voter 
should be enrolled and no genuine voter should 
be left out of the electoral rolls.

He urged Congress leaders to work in close 
coordination, set aside differences and focus on 
strengthening the party at the grassroots level. 
He said the welfare initiatives introduced by the 
State Government should be effectively taken to 
the people so that beneficiaries are aware of the 

schemes and the party’s commitment to public 
welfare.

Expressing confidence in the Congress party’s 
prospects, Sudarshan Reddy said united efforts 
by leaders and workers would help the party 
secure victory in the forthcoming elections. He 
also assured party workers that those who had 
worked sincerely for the organisation would be 
given due recognition and justice.

Former Minister Mandava Venkateswara 
Rao, former MLA and State PAC Committee 
member Eeravatri Anil, former MLA and for-
mer MLC Akula Lalitha, former MLC Arikela 
Narsa Reddy, former DCC president Manala 
Mohan Reddy, Balkonda in-charge Sunil Reddy, 
AMC Chairman Muppa Ganga Reddy, NUDA 
Chairman Kesha Venu, District Library Asso-
ciation Chairman Raja Reddy, District Youth 
Congress President Vipul Goud, District OBC 
Cell President Narender Goud, District ST Cell 
President Yadagiri, District RGPRS President 
Gangadhar Goud, District SC Cell President 
Lingam, District Fisheries Cell President Srini-
vas and several other party leaders participated 
in the meeting.

Congress intensifies SIR drive, 
calls for unity ahead of elections

PAC meeting in Nizamabad urges BLAs 
to complete voter verification and 
strengthen grassroots organisation

Hans News Service 
Hanumakonda

WARANGAL MP Dr Kadiy-
am Kavya has urged the Cen-
tre to expedite the elimina-
tion of blackspots on national 
highways and implement 
permanent safety measures 
in accident-prone areas. Rais-
ing the issue in Parliament on 
Thursday, she said that road 
safety should be given top pri-
ority and that pending works 
must be completed within a 
stipulated timeframe to reduce 

accidents.
Dr Kavya sought details 

of blackspots identified on 
national highways passing 
through the Warangal region 
and the progress of works 
taken up for their elimination. 
She stressed that merely identi-
fying accident-prone locations 
was not sufficient and called for 
long-term solutions to prevent 
recurring accidents.

In a written reply, Union 

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari 
said that 6,358 black corridors 
had been identified across the 
country using an AI-based 
system developed by IIT Kan-
pur based on e-DAR data from 
2023 to 2025. He added that 
safety measures are being un-
dertaken as part of national 
highway development and 
maintenance works, as there is 
no separate fund exclusively for 
blackspot elimination.

Dr Kavya urged the Cen-
tre to accelerate the ongoing 
works and approve additional 
projects wherever necessary to 
improve road safety and signif-
icantly reduce accidents.

Expedite blackspot elimination on highways: MP Kavya
Calls for permanent 
safety measures in 
accident-prone areas

Hans News Service 
Rajanna- Sircilla

THE newly developed Gudi-
cheruvu Bund Park near the 
Sri Rajarajeshwara Swamy 
Temple in Vemulawada was 
inaugurated on Thursday 
by State Ministers Thum-
mala Nageswara Rao, Pon-
nam Prabhakar and Adluri 
Laxman Kumar, along with 
Government Whip and Ve-
mulawada MLA Aadi Srini-
vas.

Developed at a cost of 
Rs 12 crore, the project of-
fers improved amenities 
for devotees and tourists 
visiting the temple town. 
District Collector Garima 

Agrawal, Superintendent of 
Police Mahesh B. Gite and 
temple officials attended the 

inauguration. The ministers 
inspected key attractions, 
including the towering Lord 

Shiva statue, Nataraja statue, 
Sapta Matrika idols, land-
scaped gardens and other 
beautification works. The 
park also features a walking 
track, fountain, amphithea-
tre, cobblestone pathways 
and extensive greenery, 
creating a peaceful environ-
ment for visitors. 

Executed by the Tourism 
Department through the 
Vemulawada Temple Area 
Development Authority 
(VATDA), the project is ex-
pected to enhance tourism 
infrastructure and reinforce 
Vemulawada’s reputation as 
the “Dakshina Kashi,” offer-
ing visitors a richer spiritual 
and recreational experience.

Vemulawada adds world-class 
park to its pilgrim attractions


