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NTR district collector 
Dr G Lakshmisha has 
stressed that greater public 
awareness and vigilance 
are essential to prevent 
the trafficking of women 
and children. Coordinated 
efforts by government 
departments, educational 
institutions and society are 
essential to eradicate hu-

man trafficking and bonded 
labour, he said. To mark 
the World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons, the 
collector unveiled an anti-
human trafficking aware-
ness poster at the Collec-
torate here on Thursday.

On the occasion, the col-
lector released Rs 6.60 lakh 
as immediate rehabilitation 
assistance for 22 bonded 
labourers, crediting Rs 
30,000 each to their bank 
accounts. The beneficiar-
ies, migrant workers from 
Odisha, were rescued from 
a brick kiln at Nunna of 
Vijayawada Rural man-
dal on May 7, 2025. Dr 

Lakshmisha assured them 
of continued government 
support for their rehabilita-
tion and rehabilitation into 
mainstream society.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr Lakshmisha said 
the observance aims to 
educate people about the 
growing menace of human 
trafficking and promote 
preventive measures at the 
grassroots level. 

The collector warned 
that fraudsters are increas-
ingly targeting young 
people through social 
media platforms such as 
Instagram and Facebook 
by luring them with fake 

promises of jobs, education 
and lucrative opportuni-
ties. He urged the youth to 
verify such offers carefully 
and remain alert against 
online scams. Dr Laksh-
misha expressed concern 
that crimes such as sexual 
exploitation, child traffick-
ing, bonded labour, forced 
begging, forced marriages 
and illegal organ trade 
continue despite techno-
logical advancements. He 
says that women, children, 
orphans, school dropouts 
and economically disad-
vantaged families are the 
most vulnerable to such 
crimes. He appealed to 

the public to immediately 
inform the police about any 
suspicious persons or ac-
tivities and reminded them 
that stringent provisions 
under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), the POCSO 
Act and other laws provide 
severe punishment for 
offences related to human 
trafficking and child abuse. 
He also urged citizens to 
contact Child Helpline 
1098 in cases involving 
children in distress. Deputy 
Commissioner of Labour 
Guntupalli Dhanalakshmi 
said human trafficking 
is an organised crime in 
which offenders first gain 
the confidence of victims 
before exploiting them. She 
advised youth travelling 
for education or employ-
ment not to trust strangers 
and encouraged women to 
make use of safety applica-
tions such as Shakti.  Social 
worker Tirupati Rao, NGO 
representative Ramakrish-
na, officials from various 
departments, social work-
ers and students partici-
pated in the programme.

Stress on vigilance to 
combat human trafficking

• NTR district collector 
Dr G Lakshmisha 
unveils an anti-
human trafficking 
awareness poster

• Urges the youth to 
verify offers carefully 
and remain alert 
against online scams

• Says that women, 
children, orphans, 
school dropouts 
and economically 
disadvantaged 
families are the most 
vulnerable to crimes

Collector Dr G Lakshmisha releasing the wall poster on anti-human trafficking awareness in 
Vijayawada on Thursday
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Vijayawada Municipal 
Corporation (VMC) In-
Charge Commissioner and 
Additional Commissioner 
(General) A Ravindra Rao 
directed officials to ensure 
the regular cleaning and 
maintenance of compac-
tor bins across the city to 
improve sanitation and 
prevent health hazards.

During his field inspec-
tion in Krishnalanka and 
Ranigari Thota areas in 

the city on Thursday, the 
Commissioner reviewed on-
going sanitation works and 
instructed officials to clear 
accumulated garbage from 
compactor bins without 
delay. He emphasised that 
the bins should be thor-
oughly cleaned both inside 
and outside on a regular 
basis to prevent foul odour 
and the breeding of flies and 
mosquitoes.

Ravindra Rao also 
directed sanitation staff to 
keep the surroundings of 
compactor bins clean and 
ensure that waste does not 
accumulate in the vicinity. 
He asked sanitation workers 
and contractors to work in 
close coordination to main-
tain cleanliness across the 

city without any disruption.
Later, the In-Charge 

Commissioner inspected 
the Anna Canteen at Ra-
nigari Thota and reviewed 
food preparation, hygiene 
standards, drinking water 
facilities, kitchen mainte-
nance and the food serving 
process. 

He instructed officials to 
ensure that beneficiaries are 
served hygienic, nutritious 
and quality meals at all 
times by strictly adhering to 
prescribed food safety and 
cleanliness standards. In-
Charge Chief Medical and 
Health Officer Dr Gopala 
Naik and other municipal 
officials accompanied the 
Commissioner during the 
inspection.

Regular cleaning of 
compactor bins ordered
• VMC In-Charge 

Commissioner 
and Additional 
Commissioner 
(General) A Ravindra 
Rao conducts 
field inspection in 
Krishnalanka and 
Ranigari Thota areas

• Directs sanitation 
staff to keep the 
surroundings of 
compactor bins 
clean and ensure 
that waste does not 
accumulate in the 
vicinity

VMC In-Charge Commissioner and Additional Commissioner 

(General) A Ravindra Rao inspects sanitation works in 

Vijayawada on Thursday

Hans News Service 
Ongole

THE joint collector of 
Prakasam district, Kalpana 
Kumari, said that the gov-
ernment, police, and vol-
untary organisations must 
work together to completely 
end human trafficking in 
society. She flagged off a 
large awareness rally on the 
occasion of the World Day 
against Trafficking in Per-
sons here on Thursday.

The rally started from 
Prakasam Bhavan and 

ended at RIMS Hospital. 
It was organised jointly by 
the district Women and 
Child Welfare Department, 
Labour Department, Child 
Protection Unit, District Le-
gal Services Authority, Anti 
Human Trafficking Unit, 
Disha police, and NGOs 
HELP and SARDS.

Speaking at the meeting 
held after the rally, Kalpana 
Kumari informed that hu-
man trafficking stands as 
the second largest crime in 
the world. She warned that 
traffickers use social me-

‘Human trafficking through false promises of love, jobs’
dia to trap victims through 
false promises of love and 
jobs. She said that poor peo-
ple are being taken to other 

states and foreign countries 
and forced into prostitution. 
She urged officials to con-
duct monthly coordination 

meetings through the district 
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit 
and to track missing girls and 
women closely.

Joint collector Kalpana Kumari and others participating in 

a rally in Ongole on Thursday

Sripada Srinivas 
receives 
Cinare literary 
award
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RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM 
based writer Sripada Srinivas 
has been honoured with the 
C Narayana Reddy (Cineare) 
Sahiti Puraskaram at a liter-
ary function held at Telan-
gana Saraswata Parishat in 
Hyderabad.

The award was presented 
by Sahiti Kala Seva Samithi 
as part of the birth anniver-
sary celebrations of Jnanpith 
awardee and renowned poet 
Dr C Narayana Reddy. Sev-
eral distinguished writers 
and artistes were felicitated 
on the occasion, with Sripa-
da Srinivas being recognised 
for his contributions to lit-
erature. A noted author and 
radio artiste, Sripada Srinivas 
has earned acclaim for his lit-
erary works and has received 
several prestigious honours 
over the years. His latest rec-
ognition has been welcomed 
by literary personalities and 
prominent citizens of Ra-
jamahendravaram, who ex-
tended their congratulations 
on the achievement.

Sripada Srinivas receiving 

the award

An encroachment on road—a shop on wheels—being 

taken away by the authorities of Rajamahendravaram 

Municipal Corporation on Thursday Photo: M Krishna

TACKLING ENCROACHMENTS
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PRAKASAM district po-
lice arrested four persons 
and recovered gold jewel-
lery worth Rs 18 lakh on 
Thursday after a daytime 
burglary at a locked house 
in Maddipadu mandal.

Ongole DSP R Srinivasa 
Rao said that the accused 
broke open the door of the 
house of the complainant, 
Meesala Venkata Vamsi 
Krishna in Maddipadu vil-
lage around noon on July 
23 while the family had 
gone to Ongole. 

They stole around 26 
sovereigns of gold jewel-
lery from the almirah 
inside the house.

The police identified the 
four accused as Gopi-
setti Sunil (48) of Nellore, 
Tammisetti Venkateswarlu 
(25), Tammisetti Anand 
(19), both of Madala vil-
lage in Palnadu district, 

and Malamanti Sai Kumar 
(33) of NTR district. Sunil 
and Venkateswarlu had 
known each other in jail 
earlier. After their release, 
they fell into bad habits 
and planned the burglary. 
They hired an Innova car, 
roamed through Chirala, 
Bapatla, and Ponnur, and 
came to Maddipadu to 
target locked houses.

Special teams led by 
Ongole Rural CI M Sesha-
giria Rao and Maddipadu 
SI G Venkata Surya, under 
the supervision of Ongole 
SDPO R Srinivasa Rao, 
traced the vehicle and 
arrested the accused at 
Gundlapalli village. Police 
recovered 157.5 grams of 
gold jewellery, Rs 51000 
cash, and the Innova car 
bearing registration AP 27 
TX 7738. 

Prakasam district SP 
V Harshavardhan Raju 
commended the teams for 
solving the case quickly.

Four arrested 
for burglary

Ongole DSP R Srinivasa Rao explaining arrest of accused at 

a press meet in Ongole on Thursday
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THE All India OBC Welfare 
Association has demanded 
34% political reservation 
for Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) in local bodies, 
State Assemblies and Parlia-
ment. It made an appeal to 
the Centre to introduce a 
constitutional amendment 
during the ongoing Parlia-
ment session.  Address-
ing a press conference in 
Vijayawada on Thursday, 

the association president 
Angirekula Varaprasad 
Yadav said OBCs constitute 
nearly 54% of the country’s 
population and deserve ad-
equate political representa-
tion to ensure social justice 
and equality. He called 
upon the Central govern-
ment to introduce the OBC 
Reservation Bill and amend 
the Constitution to provide 
34% reservation in elected 
bodies. Announcing a na-
tionwide ‘Chalo Delhi’ agi-

tation from August 5 to 7, 
Varaprasad Yadav appealed 
to BC public representa-
tives, students, women and 
youth to participate in large 
numbers and press the Cen-
tre to fulfil the community’s 
long-pending demands. He 
urged the Centre to enact 
a special OBC Sub-Plan 
Act, allocate Rs 15,000 
crore for the welfare and 
development of communi-
ties engaged in traditional 
occupations, and launch a 

dedicated Artisans Welfare 
Scheme.  Varaprasad Yadav 
also appealed to Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
to persuade Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to support 
the proposed constitutional 
amendment. He further 
demanded the establish-
ment of a separate Union 
Ministry for OBCs, stating 
that the community contin-
ues to face economic and 
social inequalities even after 
more than seven decades of 
Independence. 

On the occasion, Vara-
prasad Yadav presented 
appointment letters to 
several office-bearers of 
the association, includ-
ing P Vijayababu, Chinka 
Srinivas Yadav, Bonu Mani 
Yadav, Galavelli Ravi and 
Ramarao. 

State vice-president Sujan 
Singh, general secretary of 
the OBC Women’s Associa-
tion Devarakonda Rama-
devi, and several other asso-
ciation leaders were present 
at the press conference.

34% political reservation for OBCs demanded
• The All India OBC 

Welfare Association 
makes an appeal 
to the Centre 
to introduce a 
constitutional 
amendment 
during the ongoing 
Parliament session

• Announce a 
nationwide ‘Chalo 
Delhi’ agitation from 
August 5 to 7

All India OBC Welfare Association president Angirekula 

Varaprasad Yadav presents appointment letters to newly 

appointed office-bearers of the association during a press 
conference in Vijayawada on Thursday


