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EXPRESSING concern over 
the prevailing drought condi-
tions, NTR district collector 
and Irrigation Advisory Board 
(IAB) Chairman Dr G Laksh-
misha urged farmers to avoid 
paddy cultivation and opt for 
alternative crops to minimise 

Farmers urged to opt for alternative crops

the risk of heavy losses dur-
ing the Kharif-2026 season.

He chaired the 5th IAB 
meeting at the Collectorate 
here on Thursday. The col-
lector reviewed water avail-
ability, distribution and crop 
planning for the Krishna 
Eastern Delta with Water 
Resources Department of-
ficials and representatives of 
Water Users’ Associations 
in view of the Super El Niño 
conditions. 

On the occasion, Dr 
Lakshmisha unveiled the 
Agriculture Department’s 
awareness poster, ‘Insure 
every crop you sow’, to en-
courage farmers to enrol 
under PMFBY. Speaking 

on the occasion, Dr Laksh-
misha said the government 
has accorded top priority to 
safeguarding drinking water. 
He cautioned that if farm-
ers begin paddy cultivation 
without adequate reservoir 
storage and rainfall remains 
deficient, they could suffer 
substantial financial losses. 
He advised farmers, par-
ticularly in suitable areas, to 
cultivate alternative and dry 
crops and cooperate with the 
government’s water manage-
ment strategy.

He said deficient rainfall 
due to the Super El Niño has 
significantly reduced water 
levels in the Srisailam and 
Nagarjuna Sagar reservoirs, 

while upstream projects, in-
cluding Almatti, Narayanpur 
and Jurala, have also received 
poor inflows. Of the 29 TMC 
available in Pulichintala Res-
ervoir, only about 25 TMC 
is utilisable and must be 
conserved to meet drinking 
water needs until June 2027 

if drought conditions persist.
The collector said wa-

ter is being supplied to the 
Krishna Delta through the 
Pattiseema Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, but reduced Goda-
vari inflows have restricted 
operations to 20 of the 24 
pumps. The available water 

will be prioritised to meet 
the drinking water needs of 
over 60 lakh people in Eluru, 
Krishna, NTR, Guntur and 
Bapatla districts. He directed 
Agriculture Department of-
ficials to ensure that every 
crop is covered under the 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY) and asked 
them to create awareness 
among farmers on the ben-
efits of crop insurance.

Water Resources Depart-
ment Superintending En-
gineer G Gunakara Rao, 
Krishna Eastern Division 
Executive Engineer (EE) B 
Anjaneya Prasad, Krishna 
Central Division EE R Ravi 
Kiran, Special Division EE K 
Babu, AEEs G Raju, K Srini-
vasa Rao, B Harish Naidu, 
Water Users’ Associations 
members MS Prasad, ARB 
Venkateswara Rao, K Sunee-
tha, K Srinivasa Rao, and 
others attended the meeting.
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DISTRICT collector CM 
Sai Kanth Varma urged the 
farmers to turn El Nino cri-
sis and challenges into op-
portunities. He along with 
Irrigation Superintendent 
Engineer Venkataratnam ad-
dressed the media at the Col-
lectorate on Thursday. He 
advised the farmers to shift 
towards nature farming and 
cultivate alternative crops in-
stead of paddy and enrol in 
the crop insurance scheme. 
He said that anticipated re-
duction in rainfall due to El 
Nino calls for change in ag-

ricultural practices. He fur-
ther said that nature farming 
helps to conserve soil fertil-
ity and reduces cultivation 
costs and enables the farmers 

to achieve long term sustain-
ability. He urged the farmers 
not to depend on traditional 
paddy cultivation under low 
rainfall conditions. He urged 
the farmers to enrol in crop 
insurances to face adverse 
climatic conditions and 
added that crop insurance 
provides financial security 
against losses due to drought 
and other adverse climatic 
conditions. He said that the 
district administration will 
provide all the necessary co-
operation and support to the 
farmers. 

Guntur district agricul-
ture officer Padmavati was 
also present.

SHIFT TOWARDS NATURE 
FARMING: COLLECTOR

Collector CM Sai Kanth 

Varma addressing the 
media in Guntur on 
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LANKA Dinakar, chair-
man of the Twenty Points 
Programme (Viksit Bharat–
Swarna Andhra Pradesh) 
Implementation, welcomed 
the passage of the National 
Honour (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 and the Public Examina-
tions (Prevention of Unfair 
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 
in the Lok Sabha, calling them 
significant reforms under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. He said the 
National Honour Bill, which 
seeks to promote the complete 
rendition of ‘Vande Mataram’ 

and extend it legal protection 
similar to the National An-
them, is a fitting tribute to its 
author, Bankim Chandra Chat-
topadhyay. He also praised the 
examination reform legislation 
for introducing stricter meas-
ures to curb malpractice and 
safeguard students’ interests.

Dinakar criticised the Con-
gress, alleging it failed to en-
gage constructively during 
the debate on the legislation. 
Referring to recent protests, 
he said those responsible for 
violence or unlawful acts 
should face legal action, 
emphasising that the Con-
stitution guarantees equality  
before the law.

Passage of National 
Honour Bill in LS hailed

Arrangements 

reviewed for CM 

programme
GUNTUR: Inauguration 
programmes of Steel Bridge 
and Seed Access Road will be 
held on August 13, according 
to Guntur district collector CM 
Sai Kanth Varma. He conducted 
a video conference with the of-
ficials from the Collectorate 
here on Thursday and reviewed 
arrangements for the inaugura-
tion in view of participation of 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu in the programme. 

He directed the officials to 
make elaborate arrangements 
for the programme and in-
structed the officials to prepare 
an action plan. 

He instructed the offi-
cials to make arrangements 
for state level Independ-
ence Day celebrations.  Joint 
collector Ashutosh Srivas-
tava, district revenue officer 
NSK Khaja Vali were among  
those who participated.
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DOPPALAPUDI Ratna 
Babu, a lecturer in Physical 
Education at Vijaya Col-
lege of Physical Education 
(BPEd College), Nunna, 
near Vijayawada, has been 
awarded a Doctor of Phi-
losophy (PhD) in Physical 
Education by Annamalai 
University, Chidambaram, 
for his research in sports 
science. The degree was 
conferred at Annamalai 
University in Chidambaram 
on July 27. His doctoral 
thesis, titled “Influence of 
Treadmill Running on Dif-
ferent Levels of Inclination 
on Selected Cardiopulmo-
nary Fitness and Psychomo-
tor Variables among Sprint-
ers and Middle Distance 
Runners,” examined the 
impact of treadmill running 
at varying inclinations on 
the cardiopulmonary fitness 
and psychomotor perfor-
mance of sprinters and 
middle-distance runners. 
The research was conducted 
under the guidance of Dr B 
Parthiban, Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of Physical 
Education, Annamalai 
University. The thesis was 
evaluated by Dr V Mahade-
van, Director, University 
of Madras, who served as 
the External Examiner.  
Congratulating Ratna Babu, 
N Satyanarayana Reddy, 
Chairman of Vijaya College 
of Physical Education, and 
Principal Dr B Uday Kumar 
said his achievement would 
inspire aspiring researchers 
in physical education and 
sports science.

Vijaya College of Physical 
Education Chairman N 

Satyanarayana Reddy and 

Principal Dr B Uday Kumar 
congratulating Lecturer Dr 

Doppalapudi Ratna Babu 
on being awarded a PhD 
in Physical Education by 
Annamalai University


